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THEORY

Not long ago a vtory wae printed
in theee columns, reciting ‘‘Why the
Frenchmen closed the Flagstaff,'’ and
dealing with Superintendent ‘‘Billy"*
Reynolds’ equirrel theory as applied
to mining. The story was based up-
on 8 news item to the effect that
“‘Billy"" Reynolde bhad been placed
in ocharge of special development
wcrk at the Flagstaff by Gevneral
Manager Imhaue, the Oregun repre
sentative of the Parls company own-
fog the Flagstaff, which ocompany
labora under the name of Compagunie
Minlere des Flagstatf. In brief, the
story re luted the reasons for “‘Billy’’
Reynolds' firm bellet (hat a parallel
vein lay to the north of the unprofi-
table Flugstuff fissure, aund told how
he wud Imbans once upon a time
spent their own money in driviug a
crosecut to the suspected ore body,
cutting the White Frost, as it is

known on the Flagstaff maps,

nolde and Imhbung as
rel.'"' Where the vein was cut
(and the work was done without

owners
months

the knowledge of the Paris
of the mine, who thiee
prior had ordered the miue shat
for keeps) good pay entered, and
Imhaus, a very excitable Freuch-
man, rushed to the nearest tele-
graph office and cabled the glad
newis to Paris, He received an

but |
whiob Is always spoken of by Rey. |
““The Squir- | was the fiuest.

apswer whivh almost melted the
wltes, ordering him to eut ont the
hot air for all time and wot attempt
to pull the company 8 leg for mcore
funds on the strength of a reported
tich strlke In ®w mive which, to
their certain knowledge, haa been
shut down for three months., ‘There
was nothing for Reynolds and lm-
haus to do but quit work, which they
did after Imbhaus had rent the air of
Flagstaff bhill with a large number
of lorid ‘‘sacre bleus.'' Reynolds
contented himeelf with a bunch of
plain American damns,

The sequel to this stirring tale may
vow be written. After a great desl
of srgument, the Purisiane were pre-
valled upon to set aside a special de-
velopment fund for use iu exploiting
the White Frost vein. About two
wonths ago, ‘‘Billy’'’ Reyunolds re-
sumed work on ‘‘The Bquirrel,'' and
in due time opevned up a flne Lody of
pry ore 80 good s 1o value wud so
plentiful that General Manager Im-
hsus hai gove to Paris to personully
plead with bis privecipals to reopan
the mine, which cun now be placed
on s payiug basia,

The White Frost vein 18 full five
feet wide.

haogiog wall in a streak varyiog iu|companied by his flecal agent.
The ' president wus a founcier of rather

thickness from 8 to 20 inches,
remaining vein estructure contains
sold in quantities sufficient to war.
raot milling sud concentration. The
pay streak is of free gold.

The old Flagstaff has certainly en-
joyed a checkered history. After the
Frenochmen shut dowun, a Bostou syn-
dicate bonded the mine for #120,000,
made & paywent snd organized the
American Flagstaff Mining company.
Quite a lot of stock wai sold and the
money honestly spant in the ground.
A cultured Boston geotleman by the

name of Thornton wai general man-

ager of the American Flagstaff vom-
pavy, Everett Sutoliffe was secre-
tary, Alva l1. Gunoel was consulting
eongiveer, Fravk avis was superin-
tendent and Harvey L. McClane was

[foveman. The capacity of the Flag-

stall teu-stamp mill was doubled by
the addition of two additional
bautteriee, aud au B80-ton cyanide

' plaot wae iustalled. The tauks were

26 {eet in diameter, and on the oo
casion of the opening of the new

wmill, the mauvagement gave a ‘‘tank |

dance,”’ which was attended by the
elite and apper ten of Baker City.
A magnificent banquet was served nud
the function was lu every way tre-
mendously eluborate. The oyanlde
tanks proved suocessful from u terpel-
choreun polut of view, but from a
metaliurgical stand point they were
very buw. It seems that in makiog
laboratory tests with oyanide on
Flagetaff ore it wus found that the
greatest recovery was when the pulp
The ore was there-
fore crushed to G0 mesh, but when
the solution 'was turned iunto those
bg 26.foot tanks there was just about
as mueh percolation as there would
be if the tanky were flled with flour
and watler turned ioto it. The ex-
periment of coarser orushing was
tried, with the result that while the
percolation was fair, the solution was
unable to succewsfully attack the
coarse partioles.

All duting these experiments, Mu
Clave and Duvis were employing »
whole lot of mivers, the 20-stump
mill, holsting plant, compressor and
pumps were kept going, and a big lot
of dead work o the way of upraises
and ore counuvections, was being dove
The pay roll caused the Bostonian
backers of the proposition to gasp.
Aud 41l the while, the oyanide re
fused emphbationlly to do its work.

Fically a mechanical agitator to
asdist percolation wes decided upon,
This equipment cost a pot of money,
stock sales were slackivg up, the
Bostoulane wore getting ocold feet,
and theu--to cap the climax—the
miners demuunded Inat mouth's pay.
Fruthermore, to show that Fate con-
spired againet the proposition, a
second payment on tha bund fell due,
the Parisiape refused to grant an ex-
tension of time, Baker City grocers
declared aguinst granting the board-
ing bouse keeper further credit, and
one dey the American Flagstaff com-
puuy of Boston, a million dollar cor-
poration, went bump with a dull,
elckening thud,

The president of the company ar-

The pay occurs aloug the rived ou the sovne from Boston, so-

The

wore than New Euglend teme, He
was & cultured gentleman, scion of a
Plymouth Rock (fumily, polished,
affable, polysyllabic in conversation,
sud a rank tenderfont as regards the
west. He and his fecal ageut were
welcomed at a hotel in Baker City
by a balf buodred uopsid Flagstaft
miners. The mipers ware beligerent.

! One swash-buckling shift boss shook

bis st under the presideut’s nose
and grasped the president’s ooat
lapel, the while be poured into the
president’'s ear a series of blood-

| 9

curdlivg ultiwatums, touching finan- |
cial matters,

Rank tenderfoot though he was, |
{ that president was dead game. He
|sniffed the swash-buckler's tist, fiok- |
|ed the swash-buckler's paw from bis
cont lapel, reached danitily for llmt.I

’uurrlm his hardware and presented |
| for the swash-buckler’s lpspection a
 8llver-plated six-shooter, which had
| every appearance of being s good
imitation, if not the real thing. And
'then, with his back to a eonwulant‘
'wall, thut game little bantam of a,
;'blhod beaus geueology and a brown |
bread tutulege 1ead the 1iot mct to
|Ihe miners in words eacn ol seven
fayllublu. Alro he compelled them
'to pull the pumps from the Klagstuff
shaft and whistle for two months for
| their money., They flually gut It, but
lit was only because the game ilitle
ipunldont ocame from a Mayflower
family that always toted fair.

Of course, (he Flagstaff reverted
to the French c¢ompany, plus about
ilﬂﬁ. JOO worth of new equipment aud
:daulopmont work.

i All of whinh is avoclent and, may-
;bnp. uninterestivg bistory, haviog no
[bnrlnu on the present status of
‘wifaire, which is: That it “'Billy"
|Roynolda saye that the White Frost
veln carries pay ore in quantity
~nud he has snid it—-the Flagstafl
mine 1 u good one and very probahly
a big one. Also, It lmhaus oan pre-

. vall upon the Parls company to give

bim free hand for a resumption of
operations, there bhide fairto be a
whole lot of gold turned out of the
deep shaft on thut wind-swept deso-
late hill where just now the coyotes
congregute,

IS THE SMELTER ABOUT
10 AUY 'NOTHER PLANT

The following telegram trom Welser
was published in the Spokesman-Re-
view of the twenty eighth instant:

“From a reliable source it |e
learned that negotiations are under
way between a strong Oregon corpora-
tion snd the owners of the smelter
near Weiner for ite puarashsse, It it
Is scquired by the would-te pur-
chasers it will be used to smelt the
copper ores of the Seven Devils and
the gold ores of the Baker distriot,
Ageut Leman Is In the enst to close
the deal. The smelter has a capacity
of 100 tors a day, which can be ln-
oreased at any time. It ls one of the
most thoronghly equipped plants in
the west.''

It wouldn't require much of sn
imaginatioo to identify the ‘‘Oregon
corporation'’ as the Oregon Smelt.
iog and Refinipg company, move the
plaot to Baker City, bulld that long-
talked of road to the Beven Daovile
and work up a rattling good story for
the county seat. Those Bake: City
papers don't know a good thing when
they see it.

Sam Campbell, Nugget Magnaje.

Sam Cawmpbell, formetly a jeweler
of Sumpter, now s miniug meo of the
Paririe City dlstrict, Is in Bumpter.
He broughbt in a bundle of gold nug-
gets from the Jobn Day region whivh
be sold to W, C. Calder. Mr.
Campbell modestly refused to say
where bhe found the nuggets, . whiah
remind a person of the time when
Ike Guker, armed with a case knife,
wined $200 a dey from the outcrup
of & queriz Jedge on the Great
Northern group.
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daily TO ALY POINTR BAST. "

Through Rlurlng and Dining Cars
and free Reclining Chair Cars,
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America by daylight.
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Salt Lake,
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Ocean uumon between Portland
and Ban Francisco every five days.

Low Rates!

Tickets to and from all parts of
the United States, Canada and
Europe.

Through Pullman Standard and
Tourist Sleeping Cars daily to Omaha,
Chicago, Bpokane; Tourst Bleeping
car daily to Kansas City; through
Pullman tourist sleeping cars (per-
sonally conducted, weekly to Chi-
cayv, Kansae Ulity; reclining chair
care (ssats free) to the Fast daily.
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