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Tonight at Hotel Sumpter a muss

meeting will be beld under the
auspices of the Sompter district
biach of the Oregon Miner's Asso:

ciation, to discnuser with Repre<eunta-
tive-alect A. P. Smith the nead of
legislation affecting the mineral in-
dustry of this state.

The main object of the meeting le
to inangurate a campuign for the re-
peul of the Eady corporation tax law.
Representative SBmith is the only
membher of the state legialature who
follows miniog as a profession. Con-
sequently the burden of work in we-
ouring a repenl of the Eddy law,
which is an obnoxiues and objection-
able meusure, when viewed from the
standpoint of the miner, mive pro-
moter aud miniog stock broker, falls
upon him.

Ever since election, Mr. Smith has
been quietly gathering data in sup-
port of his contention that the Eddy
lnw is u bad one, and tonight's mass
mesting is to be the occusion of
firiug muuy heavy guns before Lhe
convening of the mnext legislative
session at Sulem,

It is not improbeble that other
legislative topioce will be discussed at
tonight's mass meeting. The pro-
pused lutroduction at the forth-
coming session of the legisluture ot n

bill to regulate treight rates on rail- ‘

ways operatiug wholly within the
state, is of vital interest to the people
of this osmp, on scconnt of the
Sumpter Valley railway beiog o the
class of ronds to he atfected Ly the
proposed legislution, Repreenta:
tive Smith bas shown a8 proper io-
terest in this matter snd has secured
from merohants and busioess men of
Sumpter signed stelements relative to
the poouler idea of equitable freight
rates. Rupresentutive Bmith's evi-
dent purpose Is to thoroughly souund
public seotiment in the matter be-
for apnoupcing a deflnite stand.
te quoted as haviog mid that the
wishes of his constituents sball gov-
orn bis nctions.

The Eddy law, however, will be
the main booe on which the peopile
of Baripter will gnaw touight, Thece
will probably be u whole lot of
speechmaking, the air will uo doubt
be rent with loud walls for tke lite
blood of the suthor of the measure,
sod rioging, bowling, raging end
soreamiug revolutions will undoubt-
eodly be adopted.

There are barrels ol argument
possible of submission in favor of §

| repeal of the KEddy law, Thut it is »
' bad measure--a piece of legislation

‘rotten to the wvore--is the private

personal opimion of every man,

woman, child, horee and dog in the;
mining camps of this state. It is
' consldered the rankest kind of cluss
llt.-ululntlun and many able lawyers
| bave gone so far as to assert emphat-

leally that it is uncoustitutional.

A Miner reporter asked Tom Gray
| for a stutement of some of the rea-
' wons why the Eddy law is so object-
fonable, Commodore Gray sald:

‘““1f the miniog Industry of thie
part of the country i3 to sarvive, the
Eddy corporution tax law must either
be repesled now, or declared uncon-
{ atitationul later on. It i a baa law,
It strikes at an industry which Is
struggling out of the swadlivg clothes
of au infaut into the habilaments of
# full-grown maop, and which, prop-
| erly fostered, or even let alone, |94
{ destined to become the sonrce of the
| greatest wenlth.creation and produo |

tion in Oregou. ﬂ
| *“The pinin and self-evident in-
| tent of the minivg lnww of United
| States goverument I8 to canse mors
aud more diggiog to be done in
I"w ground, The federal laws pro-

vide for the performance of #1000
worth of work on esch mining
claim per aunowm, thereby enconrag-

ing, as well an makiug obligatory,

|

the development of this nation’s
mineral rtesources. Marther en-
coursgement gis given tu the pros

pector and miner by Uncle 8am, who
prowi ies that just as long as his laws
ure obeyed, title to any smount of
minivg ground, from one eolaim to
1,000, shall be invested in the holder
without the paymeut to the govern-
meunt of vne slugle red cout. It bhas
been wpou these solid foundstion
stones of libeislity and encourage-
ment un the part of our federal gov-
ernment that the magniticent mineral
resources of thie nation have been de-
veloped to their present pround posi-
tion of compurative pre-eminence,

“That is the stand of the federal
government with relation to fostering
the miviog industry. Whet ls the
stand of the state of Oregon?

‘“*Every time [ think of it I lose my
temper, | feel an Igristable lnoli-
pation to go down to Salem,bump up
bard ageinst those webfoot farmers
and ocent-per cedt merchants of the
Willamette valley, who bave throst

this Bddy law upon us, and tell them

luelegant but

in geod,; foroelul,

~IN THE

Frank MceCarvel, foreman at the
Overland, Cable Cove distriot, left
for the property this fcrenoon, ufter
# holiday visit here and at Haker
City. He tried to get awny yester-

day, but his crew of miners hadno't
finished spendiog their good, honest
money, 8o he gave them one more

night in which to wind up their
celebration,

Some days slnce, The Miner
learned that sn important strike

had been made in the Overland,
and last evening went to Mr., Me-
Corvel for suthentio loforamtion on
the subjeot. He seid: *‘Yes, It Is
the best aud most extenslve ore
body we have yet nuncovered. There
is not much pews In the story, how-
over, for we ran Into the shoot about
a month ago. We shut down the
mine for the holidays on the twenty
third, Oun that date we had drifted
in pay ore for sixty fest and the
face of the tunnel showed threa full
feat of solid rock that will pay to
ship

‘“'bis ore body was found in
Tuonnel No. 1, 460 feet from its
portal., Coopsiderable ore had arleady
been taken fruom this tuonel, but the
shoots were all short. This one,
however, is going to brenk the record
in Cable Cove district. As | salated
before, we have arleady drifted in

highly expressive mining oamp
English, exsctly what | think of
them. Here we are. compelled by
the stute of Oregon tc pay for the
blessed privilege of living. We wure
tuxed first by the county (and often
under an exhorbitant levy), out of
which the state cuts & big slice, Oar
personsl property, Iin the way of
minlog equipment, milllog plaot,
tools, powder, buuk houses and
boarding houses, aud our pateuted
miviug ground, are taxed often to the
limit., What do we get Ip return?
Does either the county or the state
bulld roads for our beusfit? Does
the state maintain u buresu of mives,
or a mineral exhibit for the savertise-
meut of the Industry? [oes the
state, with the mouney taken from our
pookets maintsin & ocollege of
mines? Does it do anythling for our
benefit?

‘“Not on your life. The state says
toos: ‘You will kiodly pay uve s
little more money for the privilege
of doing business withio the borders
of tbis commonwealth, If you do

GREAT ORE SHOOT

OVERLAND

‘this o.e for a distance of sixty feet,
| every inch of which bas been woild
| and strongly defined. Where we are
I now It looks better than ever before,
‘no indioutions whatever of a pinoh,
i'l‘hn width of the ore body has varied
from 2 to O feet, though thera have
been vo sudden variatiogs: but just
|8 gradual Incremse or deciease of
{width, The present vertionl depth ie
' batween 180 and 200 feet; vo you see
| we urlendy huve a whole lot of ore
'blocked out in this one place,
'roughly estimated, sumething like
3 600 tons above the highest work-
Ioge. By extending the lower tunnel,
200 additional feet of depth can be
ennlly secured.
“The values, too, ere satisfuctory.
{The lowest wseay | have yot had
ulong this sixty feet was 89 68. Most
of them run in the neighborhood of
800, nlmost entirely gold, while the
bighest went to #0270, showing
reonclusively  that the walues are
!avenl, distributed. 1 phould say
| thut the entire shoot will go con-
'slderably better than $20."'
Mr. McCurvel had u lotter a couple
of week+ since from General Maunger
Bain, written frem Chiengo.  He was
then on his way to his old home in
| enstern Canadae to spend the holiduy s
| He expected to return to Minneapolis

anbout January 1 and urrive in Somp-
' ter early In February.

Innt. your obarter will be revoked '

| “As 1 waid before, the federal
government compels the miner to ex-
| pend sunuaslly the sum of $100 on
bhis mining olsim, thereby encourag

lug development,. And now the siate
of Uregon stepe in and eompels (he
miner —not to dig » desper bhole, not
to expend more mowey I» developing
his winers)l holdings—bat to ey
direot 1uto the ocoffern ol the state »
sum of movey in many jnstapoces
greater than the federa) government
requires expended in the ground.

‘““‘I1 sm connented witha mining
ocorpuration in this camp, ocapitalized
at $200,000. Under the Eddy law
we are compelled to pay ap snoual
tax of 870, whioch ie just about the
wage of ous miner for ppe month
|-'l‘hlq then, le depriving wmy company

of the ability teo drive maybe ten
fest of tannel, v to sink » ehaft io
| pay ore, | istead of reqairing that
| that labor be done In development of
| the greund, snd in the embapcemeut
of the miveral wealth of thie statle,




