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One of the most Important pleces
of mining engineering work in Ore
gou s under way at the famous old
Buisley Elkborn mine, ten miles east
of Sumpter, owned by the Beaver

Giold Minlog compuny, of Pittsburg,
Peonpsylvania  and  controlled by
Fredorick 1. Hayos, ox president of
the Bounnze mine, at Gulser. Mr.
Huayen Is  oredited with haviog
clenned up u cool  milllon from his

TUNNEL TO

SLEY-ELKHORN

In 1807 the Eastern Gold Miniog
company bought the mine for 860,
000, United States mint reports
give only isolated figures relating
to the Balsley-Elkhorn's output, us
follows: In 138D, #®1,741: in
1801, 880,373:§n 1892, #16,500.
['I'his, of course, was merely gold
bullion, The larger returns were
recelved from wsorted ore shipments
inml salo to smelters of high-grade
councentrutes, The total yield, up to

operstion sud swle of the Boonuza, | 1806, us glven by thej’old superin-

Ho wequired  the Balsley-Elkhorn
through the payment of about #1560

000, represent ing the nssumption of a
Inrge Indebteness and the purchuse st
u henvy discount
lnbor lines aginst the old property,
whichh bad been wrecke! by Incom
petent  mansgement, Mr. Hayes

imwedintely porfected plans to rel

open the Bulsley on a glgantio sonle,
utd us one means to that end ordered
the boriug of a mile-long crosscut
tunnel to resoch the main vein of
the Elkbhorn st wu depth of 2,100
feet und to tap other velns in the
same system at still lower levels,

Dick Exckman, formerly of Sanmp-
ter, Is superintendeut und the mine
is under the mapsgement of Edwin
W. Flelds, n heavy stockholder in
the Beaver compuny. Eleotrlo power,
transmitted from the plunt of the
Rock Creek Power compsny, three
miles distant, Is used In the opera.
tion of machine dreills in driviog the
tununel, whioh Is wide enough for u
double track, und which s vow iu
200 feet,  Thirty men are employed
wt the mive snd mill, and this forve
will be Increased as soOD 8 new
elootrionl squipment arrives,

The Halsley mill, sn sotiquated
contraption of the roller pattern,
hus been overhauled and repaired
wud is ranuing sight sud’dey o good:
ore from two levels ln & shaft on the
hill, The product of the will In
the way of concentrates s shipped tu
the Sumpter smelter.

The Balsley-Elkbhorn mine bhas
enjoyed u cheokered bistory. It was
discovered In 1882 by “'Luocky Jim"'
Halsley of Haker City, who until
1889 worked the ore bimeelf in
wrrastre; i that year the propertly
pussed into the bands of a  syndioate
and the pressnt mill was erected.

of innumerable | 1900,
{R&O,000  in

tendent, Charles Whittaker, waa
#05:306,000, and darlog 1897 and ‘08
the production was very large, at-

[tnining, from Javuary 1 to August 1,

the unprecedented flgures of
bullion alone. The
Robbins: Klkhorn, also owned by the

| Howver company, has produced 8300,

000 in  the agkregate, being de
veloped by & 300-foot orossout snd
| 1,100 feet of drift,

' During the operation of the
in-muy-muhoru by the Fastern Gold
Mining company, exorbitapnt prices
for fuel, lpoompetent superin-
tendences, inetfiolent ore treatment,
Ioutullluu henvy loss of values, and
general wll round bad mansgement,
resulted In wreoking the company
‘and closing the mine. It is reluted
that old and leaky bollers, upon
which repairs were never made, were
used in the holsting works, being
fed by wood costing 86 per oord.
When the hoist was being operated
it was neovssary to shut down the
‘pumps, owing to stesm shortage;
and when the punmps were siarted It
was necesary to suspend holsting
operations.

The present owner of the mine
apnounces that when the mile-long
orosscut tounel s completed, a vew
mill, of about a 100-stamp ocapacity,
iwibl be srentad nepe the portal, aud
the toroh applied to theg rickety old
contraption now in use,’

“Lucky Jim'' Balsley, | discoverer
of the Elkhorn mine, soquired bie
title by remson of suoh discovery
sud] furoished further proot of his
right thereto by golog broke and
later taking $30,000 ln gold from
one pooket in the Mabsl mine. Re-
ceutly he again struck it rioh by
fnding tellurium ore on Soake
river.

MINING BUREAUS
AND LOCAL PAPERS

The formation of local mining
buaresus all over the West would un
questionably result in much good i
they ooald be properly walvtaived.
Theoretically vue exception oan be
taken to this. However, misfortune

seoms to be the Int of most miniog

burvaus formed for the dissemination
of lnformation sppertaining to the
mives of & distriot.ga Why should
this be so?

It would seem to us that there ure
two prime canses for most of the
fallures. In the Hfret place, the
organization starts out well: it does
good work and them, too often, it
faulls into the bands of men who use
it for purely personal ends. The
other members will not tolerate this,
swhd either internal dissensions arise,
or interest in the organization waunes.
In either case the bureau dise. In
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other caves the affairs of the bureau
are conducted in such a mannoer as
to fail to fiospire confidence among
posdible investors. Cases are by no
means unknown in which almost
every Inquiry received by the bureau
is answered in an enthuslastio manner
endorsing the property asked about.
A bureau which has not the cob-
fidence of the outeside public is worse
than useless.

Another fruitful oause of fallure
is looal jeamlousy. It mnot infre.
quently happens that one district feels
that it is ‘‘gettiug the worst of it,"’
sometimes justifiably, sometimes not.
The mauugers of a local mining
burean bave by no means an easy task
to satisfly demands, or to refuse them
wihtout creating troublesome critios.

The central ideas which ocause the
formation of mining bureaus are no
doubt sound. How c¢an they be
carried into effectY It seexs to us
that it can ouly be done by the state,
Most of the mining stater have the
nucleus of such & bureau and but
dight additiounl expenditure would
be needed to bring such ap organiza-
tion into highly etficient condition,
40 #8 to foster the mining industry
in its every phase. As & rule the
heads of the state bureaus are men of
integrity, ability and some ex-
perience.

It bas been urged that even in state
bureaus auy informativn given might
be oolored by political exigencles,
That is not our experience, We have
found unitformly that information we
have usked for has been frankly
given, or where politics has lo-
terfored we received non-committial
suswers of ignorance on the part of
the ctticial. This has, however, been
but rarely. And for very good
resson, The otHeers of the state
mining buresns are men of some
reputation and who wre ambitious to
g0 yet higher in their profession,
und they are not willing to jeovpar-
dize their future prospects by dis-
seminating inaccurate statements,

While on this quesetion of public-
ity it might be well to point out that
the most practical plan for spreading
abroad the mineral wealth of mining
districts is to support olean, bhonest
and well edited looal newspapers.
Bupporting & lcoal - paper qm not
mead simply paying a subscription,
but by wmlso giviug the reporters the
news. lu less thav a wmounth items
which originally vmanated from the
loval paper will bave appeared in
roores of other papers, and reachiug
the eyes of many thousands of readery
all over the United States. Let 'such
loformation be reliable and good
must eveatually be derived by the
locality to which reference is made.
— Mining Reporter,
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A letter from C. H. Feuner at
GoldBeld, says in part: ‘'l have
been having oowsiderable trouble
getting your paper, owiug to the
postoffice here handling only first-
clase mail watter, and papers beiug
destroyed two days after their arrival
at the Tonopuh postoffice. People are
flooking in here by the hundreds and
the boom is still on. The elimute is
disagreesble, but the gold is bere,
whioh makes up for that o a
mensure. Quite a number of eastern
Oregon boys are here and Beckwith

airived yesterday.''

MINING NOTES.

Henry Wolking in developing hie
White Point group, in Dark Canyon.

The Ladd Metals compuny smeller
at Landore is ugein running after a
bad freeze.

The Columbia 18 installing the
new five-foot] Huntington mill re-
cently recelved.

Sam Carpenter bhas purchased the
Dead Thing mine in Grant county
from L. M. Bartlett,

A steam holst and pumpe will be
installed at the Golden Chariot, on
the enet edge of town.

The Pomeroy dredge on the Jobn
Day river bas started up after a
short shut down for repairs. Pros:-
pecting ocontinues with a diamond
drill,

A crew under Grant Thornburg is
developing the Morris mine, near the
summit of the Greenhorns.

George Marzlin, of Canyon City,
hae been installed as keeper of the
Gold Coin mive, in the Greenhorns.

The tirst shipmwent c¢f concentrates
from the E. and E. mill to the
Sumpter smelter wase received last
wookc

A wagon road to the Poroupine
hae been completed and resumption
of work on a long crosscut tuunel is
announoed,

Jim Gilkineon has bonded bhie
Copper Butte mines. A rich streak
of silver ore was receutly struok in
these properties,

Thirty men are employed at the
Mountain View. The new mill is
under vover. Lurge ore reserves are
being blocked out.

““Uncle Dan'' Cochrane, of Baker
City, owner of the Uncle Dan mine
near the Virtue, has been awarded a
prize at the Baker City fair for n free
gold ore display.

Ore and concentrates will be
bauled from the Hwadger mine at
Susanville to Tipton for shipment to
the Tacomu smelter as long as the
roads will permit.

A deed bas been : flled with the
recorder of Grant ocounty, showing
the male by A. Arlington Hibbs to
the Oregon & Idabo Gold Mining
comjpany of the Sheeney No. 2,
Japan, Suow Flake, Gold Wedge,
Combination asnd Mormon quartz
olaime, for $1,500,

ASSIGNEE NOTICE.

In the Cirouit Court of the State
of Orégon for Baker county,

in the matter of the assigonment of
8. L. Campbell and J. R. Landreth,
insolvent debtors.

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigued assiguee of the above
named estate has filed his flual wso-
county as such samwignee in the above
entitled court and will on the ith
Mooday of November, 1904, or as
soon thereafter as he can be bheard,
call the same up for beuring and for
an order of final discbarge as such
asilgnee.

C. H. MoCOLLOCH, Assignee.




