2

THE SUMPTER MINER

Wednesdav, September 14 1904

THE OLD TIME
PROSPEGTOR

To the prospector for gold nand
silver the United States owes the
rapld  development of the  West,
The tremendoos travel joduaced by
the discoveries of gold aud silver in
California, Nevadn, Utuh, Montunn,
Idaho, snd Colorsdo  oudoubtedly
canend the building of a transcontin.
ontal ruilrond at least twenty yeunrs
wooner than otherwiss would have
been  the cuwse; It would Le in
oredible if the men who dured the
terrors of what was then the Great
American Desort and  the hostile
Siloux and Apaches were forgotten.
Yot it is n fuot that the names of
Comstock, Uregory., O'Reilly, Me-
Lauglin wod scores of others wre
nlmost as ocompletely forgotten us
it their work had bLeen thet of
obsoure faotory hands, Surely these
men's nnmes should be remembered
and honcied by the wastern com-
monwenlthe. HBefore it is too late,
and while men yel live who kpew
them, the facts, ws to those forgotten
horoos  whould be colleoted and
proservd for fature generations,

Too gonerslly san dmpression pre-
vills thut these old prospeetors were
not “‘uice'’ men, v  fact best
known ooncerning Grogor, the frst
discoveror of quartz gold o Colo
rivdlo, ks his plothmesque  blusphemy
when he made hisopochnl discovey ut
Hluck Hawk. What flonlly Lecame
of Gregory aud what kiod of u man
he renlly way, the school children of
of Colorndo  are not Informed, So
far an we can flod out it s not known
with certulnty, eft'™, whoere he died.

Hecently, while digeing enl some
flgures from old governmont reports,
which alse are not apprecinted ns
they should be, woe ecnme on  an
necount of the last  days of Henry
Comstoock, aftor whom was named the
gront  Comstock  lode of Nevada,
The old man was liviog at Butte,
Montaua, o 1807 and In 1RGN, we
fin' (o the ""Minernl Resources of
the Upnitad Stedes'' this pathetio
account of a mugnificent oharnoter:

“Although &« man of the strictest
tempersnos, using no  stimulaot
stronger than tea or ooifes, and not
even tobweoo, yours snud the hardships
and excitoment incidont to s frontier
ilfe ure tolling painfully on his
faoultios. In w conversation with
bim he reforred to his past career,
ospecinlly bis conuection with the
lode thet bears his pame. His
Inteloct wpponts to wander, although
his  hand still  rotaloe its  cunniog,
He s o skillful  prospector  bat
his fadiug recollections enrry eloudy
Imuges to hiv darkened understand
ing. He magines he owns the
whole Comstock lode, snd the titles
of Gold il wnd Virginia; but, us
he hos oo lwmmedinte use for them, he
allows others to live in his  houses.
The peaple are poor, and it wounld be
hurl to turn them ont, espeeinlly o
the winter I'bis feeliog of benevo.
Ience i the old wan i genuine, and
one that he sotunlly practives.  He
hous a wwmnll olwim  that pays little
more than wages. I a poor miner
comes wlong without mesns, he gives
him wn apportunity to work in the
clutm until the sulfering strunger hus
the mostns to go on his journey,

“‘Keocoutly sn emigrant onme slong
who wea #ick und oconld work but
Jittle. Comstook and he worked

together in the olaim, the old wman
dotug the most laborious part, uoitl

the emigrant concluded to leave.
Comstock then divided what was
taken out and, seeing it was too
small for a man  to travel on, eaid:
‘Now we will divide my half again;
you will need §t!*"

Nor was Comstock an icolated man
of this elnss. We cun recall many
nch  prospectors in our  travels
throngh the western  mountaine.
Three fine old fellows, especially,
we are proud to have known: Joe
Camphell, koown all through the
deserts of Nevadu, Cualifornin and
Arizonn, Jueob Bright, of Comstock
daye; Culloway, of Montana,  All of
them loyal, generous, courteous men,
strictly tempernte and of the Hoest,
trunest character, Onpe, at Jlenst was
scholurly and  of wide and  deep
rending. Truly these men are worth
more to humunity than the schemers
who rule the mouey markets of the
world, - Mining Reporter.

OREGON-IDAHO COMPANY
BUYS SIX MORE CLAIMS

Time has not hung idly on the
bhands of the esnstern parties repre-
senting the Oregon-ldaho Gold Min.
ing coLpuny. The genersl munager,
A. A. Hibbe and Dr. Brown, mining
expert, have gone over the property
of the compuny, muking s study of
the geologicnl fentures with an eye
to extensive future operations,

In addition to the elnims now held
by this company, six wdjoining
cluims bave been nequirred,  During
the poast week A, A, Hibbs, repre-
senting the Oregon Iduho Gold Min
fug compuny, has puarchased one
oluim trom J. Ferree, one from Chas.
Cirear, one from Al Ferree one from
A, K. Wilson and two from Crain &
Reewe,  These ure all contiguous nud
form u very valunble adjuunct to their
holdings.

During the past six months, 400
feot of tunneling have been competed
uud o contract was let this week to
A, E. Wilson and Ches  Grear for
400 feet addition work. Also an
extensive order for mining material,
meludiog w ton of rails, has been
placed with w loeal house,

Toose in charge of this enterprise
ure of the conservative type, who do
not rush head long into w milling
propositioh until assured of suth.
clent ore in sight to warrsnt the
maintenance of such & plant, Owing
to the lack of time Dr. HBrown bhas
not been able to muke ns exhaustive
resenrch as he desired, but from what
he did see he is plonsel with the dis-
trict and ite possibilities, consider-
lng the newly opened Copperopolis
veln most promising. — Prairie Clty
Miuner.

Contract For Big Dam Awarded.

Bids were received by the Kiluma
qua Luke and Reservoir and Rock
Croek Irigation company  for the
construction of the mammoth dam to
lbe forty feet wide on the bottom,
Ufteen wide on tup and 165 feet long,
and were opened and the contraet
uwarded on Mouday to Leontas Fee,
the Jowest  bidder, The work im-
fplies o vousiderable undertaking o
Cthe Line of ¢ivil engioeeriog sud  yet
will be executed ut a tgure bordering
o the thousand dollar mark., The
bids were opened by the bonrd of
directors, ranging from the amount
named by Mr, Fee to the sum of

2,100, Weork  will be  pushed
rupldly forward, us it s 8 oase of
‘mnke hay while the sun shines in the
uititude and the region of Kilamague,
wbd the Iluke will be expected to
supply the lurge and lvoressing
demand vow avually levied upon her
oxbuusless resources— Halnes Record.

McLEOD-MADDERN
ARTICLES SIGNED

The MclLeod-Muaddern single drill- |
ing contest has passed the stage of
speculation and is now within the
realm of certainty, It will be, but
where i8 conjectural. If Sumpter
hangs up the largest puree, it will Iua|
here, and so with Baker und Bourne,
HBourne bus already, it is understood,
put up #8130, sud Sumpter and Baker |
are to be heard from. Hen Wood, |
the backer of Maddern, hae so far ex-
pressed po  preference, but jt js
naturally supposed that he favors
Baker. He I8 here today with
Muddern gettiog the meet in shape.
MoLeod's friends inclive toward
Sumpter or Bourne, but the town
getting the lurgest purse in gight will
plek the prize.

The tollowing articles of agree-
ment were signed in the law office of
I, A, E. Starr this morning:

““This ugreement made and entered
into this the 7th day of September,

dern and M. 1), Moleod, witness,
that a drilling contest shall be had
between the parties to this agree
ment, to be held in elther the town
of Bourne, the city of Buker City, |
or the eity of Sumpter, the one put. |
ting up the largest purse by the 14th
of September, to be the place. This
contest is to be for n purse of 2500
on ench side, nud the same to be
deposited in the bauk on the 14th
of September. The countest is to take
place on the 29th of September,
1004, The wteel I8 to be lhrea-[
quurter inch, unot swedged, and the
hammer is nof to be over four
poundas,

In the event that elther party shall
fall to appear at the contest, he shall
forfeit to the party appearing the
2100 forfeit money, providing that
such non-appesrance  shall  ocear
throngh sickness or acoident.

In witness whereof, the said purties
huve hurennto wset their hands seals
in duplicate, this the Tth day of!
Neptember, 1004,

Signed  W. T. MADDERN, :
D. M. McLEOD, -

Ledge 1200 Feet Wide.

A dispateh of recent date from
Philipsburg, Mountaps says: A re-
port of what ies beileved to have heen
one of the greatest gold strikes in
bis state within the past twenty five
yoars has reached this city from
Frogpond basin, in the Mooselake
distriot, where the Miller brothers,
who live here, are interested, |
William Neu, who is intertesed with |
the Miller brothers in- mining operan- |
tions there, came to town Saturday |
with the report that a ledge of unld;
ore 1,200 feet in width had been
located in what is known as Whet
stone mountain,  Several uwssays of
the ore taken from the ledge have
been mwde and  they show \'nluw:
Jrauging from thirty ceuts to uvwrul!
Chundred  dollars to  the ton, the
‘average being sbout £ 7 o ton. It is|
snid that the mountain iy almost &
‘solid ore bearing body and that the
extent of the ledge is almost ineal-
culnble. Great excitement prevails
s & result of the strike.

Hotel Sumpter.

Meals 10 cents and up; bottle
Baker City beer O ceunts per glass:
good rooms 50 cents.

MORNING T0
RESUME SOON

H. H. Nicholson, consulting en-
gineer for the Killen, Warner,
Stewart company, Clark Snyde, in-
terested in the Murning, and H. H.
Ames, one of the stockholders under
the Morning reorganization, left this

forenoon for the property, in the
Gireenhorns, J. A. Green, chief
engineer of the Bourne railroad,

went along with them, ostensibly for
the trip.

The gentlemen in question bad
nothing to give vut for print, but it
is generslly understood that Mr.
Nicholson |e getting the matter in
baud preparatory to the resumpticn
of operations. When this will oocour
I not known, but the reorganization
hus been effected and the operation
of the property is the thing oon-
templated. This will probably take
place at & near day.
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AN ASSURED SUGCESS

A speciul from Peudleton to the
Spokesmun- Review says:

W K. Davidson, secretary of the
Eastern Oregon Development oom.

| pany, aud member of the firm of W,

E. Davideon & Company, miniog
brokers of Peundleton, suys that the
electric belt line to be bullt in
Girnnde Ronde valley is an wsssured
success, His father, T. W. David
son, Is 1n the east now interesting
capital in bebalf of the project, and
at the preseut time the outlook ia
most encouraging.

Girounds for a terminal and depot
bave been donated by the residents
of Cove. The Amalgmated Sugar
company hbas agreed to raise 500
acres of beets along the line, where
heretofore as the price of hsuling has
muade their culture probibitive, The
right of way bas been secured, and
had it not been for Chief Engineer

]A. B. Browne being called to Canyon

City as & witness In a suit at law,the
surtvey would bave been completed
at this time.

The power proposition on the
Minam river has not been looked into
except to ascertain that at Jeust 20,-
000, horse power could be developed.

WORKING ON JOHN
DAY EXTENSION

Joseph Barton, general freight and
pussenger ugent of the Supmter Val-
ley road, was out to Tipton today
und returned to Baker on the ufter-
noon train,

The Tipton station, Mr. Barton
suys, will soon be under construe-
tion. Bids ror its erection are now
being cousidered.

Regarding the John Day exteonsion,
Mr. Hartoo says it is the prupose to
et 1o a8 wmuch gradiog as possible
before snow falls, A force is now
at work gruding beyond the divide,
and although the completion of the
line canvot be almed at, it is the
purpose, Mr. Bartoo says, to get in
a8 much work as possible before
wioter sets in.




