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THE SUMPTER MINER

ANGIENT ART
OF MINING

That the knowledge of mluiuu.l
and especinlly gold mining, dates
back to a time ‘‘when the mind of
man runneth not to the couotrary'' |
is abundantly shown by the constant
mention of the subject in the most
ancient writings. Amoong the earliest
of these is the referruce to Tubal
Jailn, in the Old Testament, who inl
styled ‘‘an instroctor of averyl
artificer in brass aud iron'' [Fhis
was before the Biblical deluge, and
evidently refters to a time of qulte
advanced metallurgical skill,
they alieady had gaived the know-
ledge of smelting und of alloys.
Alluvial gold mining must huve been |
vastly earlier thau this, |

Perbupe equally early ure the
records of the clay tablets foand in
Nineveh and Babylon, where ”"'I
kiogs of the verry earliest dates were |
uceustomed to receive tribute of gold |
and precions stones, ete, '

That gold was obtained in ludina |
from time immemorial is evidenced
by allusions to the metal in the Rig
Veda, probably oe of the earliest
extant writings of wankind, There
are references alse in the same poew |
to jewelry and to drinking and]
other cups of gold and silver. |
Eoglish companies huave reopened |
with great success some of these old
Indinn mines.

In Bouth Africa in Matabeleland,
many mines were opened by pre-
bhistorie races. Some people belleve
these were the mines of Ophir trom
which Solomon aud the Queen of
Sheba drew their stories of the
precious metal.

Upon this contivent, peoples long
passod away, and of whom the present
race of Indiaue has not even a tra
dition, mined for copper in the
Michigun peninsula, while at coeval
dates other mines in Mexico quarried
obsidian, which when manufactured
into arrow or spear heads, was ex-
ohanged for the copper of the north,
How early tbhis tradivg was done we
may perhaps never know.

Examples need not be multiplied.
Miviug always has been and always
will be man's most necessay occu-
pation. Without it, he would bave
no tools to carrry on other trades and
employments, Without it, man
(woman, too) would be hard pressed
for articles of ornament and ostena-
tion, and the stimulus which gives

for [about fifteen per cent,

| furuaces; and long before onr con-

(A trip that in some cnses covered from

Land many of us ean remember the ex.

aotivity to acquisition—tbat most
peedful of iociters to ambition - !
would be woefully lucking.

Mining has come to stay,— Mining |
and and Kogiveering Review.

NEW ASSAY OFFICE
10 OPEN AT ONCE

Charles Rhat, the aassayer, who
bhas moved his otfice from Buker City
to Sumpter, bas defipitely decided to
ocoupy the former location of
Juessen & Clarke, 1n the brick build-
ing corner Mill and Granite streets,
He will be open for business in a dey
or so,

Mr. Rabt was formerly here in
the assay bulepess and ie well and
favorably koown throughout the
district. He bas reoted the Grittin

residence on Columbla srteet and bis

tamily will reside in Bumpter.

slags and gages of his waste produots,
His work is bound olosely with the
dowlupmeut of tarnsportation, and
imlmd with every other idustry, so

MINING PAST
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AND l:UTUR[ that men who boast a conservatism
|thnt rejects investments in mining |

Tlnnk with dismay while their bounds

'iamnng distaut mines.
John A, Church, one of the frst
niosing engineers ever

fru:m an I.-\nwrivun instiluht‘:::'l::mll::: SUMPIER 'S I"[

written an  extremely interesting |

New York, eutitled Mining Past and |
Alluding to the history |
Americn, Mr.

Future.
of mining in
says:

It is only & quarter of a century
since the yield of British copper ores

wae about nine per cent, and of
foreign ores smelted in British works | With renewed fuith in the Sumpter |
(distriet,  The first two options tuken |

Americn was |

then a large contributor to the Welsh (by the firm on soutbern Oregon |

"properties bhave been relinquished,

con acconnt of the fact that the mines

after doe examination did not prove
sutisfuotory. Mr. Hendryx says:
“*The Sumpter distriet offers greater

in my

Chureh |
Harry Heodryx, of the Gelser

'Hendryx Investment
turned today from m business trip tu
Portland. Mr. Hendryx comes lmnk

tinent w-~s spanned by railroads,
ores, chiefly of copper and silver,
were gathered in desert regions, and
after n toilsome wagon haal were |
tukon Ly the most devious waterways, | inducenients,
or by a long journey, to a shipping

port, sud lauded in Cornwall, after conslderable

of the slale. After
properties we nre willing to stick by
this cump unless mmwtlliuu better
offers thon we have yet seen,

Mr., Hendryx snys ho expects big |
bunch of people here during the
month of September.

gix to nine months,
This was the history of even such
n remurkable mine ns the Aunscondn,

hibition of jodustrinl cournge with
which the owners of that celebiated
property proceeded to the erection
of thelr own  smelters under con.
ditious of fuel supply und freight
that were forbidding.

This i nlso the history of Hutte
from the earliset day4, when the
furnaces turped out a  product that Hounry Peck nnd James Carry, of
was hauled by wagon to Ogden, It Wiscousin, made o trip to  the Stan-
is the history of the Copper Queen, jdard with Dre, C. P, Riley aund re.
situated Hfty miles from a railroad | turned this afterncon in time for
and two thounsand miles from a mar- |tha Wiscousin gentlemen to eatoh the
ket. train. They go to Portland to look

The begiuniugs of the great dis-  around swhile und from there baok
triot at Clifton and Morencel, Arizoun, | home,
were mude when copper was hanled | They were plessed with the Stan.
600 miles in wagons, and when nearly :lllll‘(l. They went over the whole
a yeur wias needed to get a four-ton works and were satistled that it was
locomotive on the ground, The s big thing. It was a sort of cold
freight slone on coke delivered at| blooded denl with them. They
Globs was #42 & ton, dido't take a great deal of stock in
« + + « Frequeuntly the develop :what they had heard, but came to
ment of the miney has led to the con see with their own eyes, They saw,
straction of a railrond, a1d the im. | and were not uverse when they left to
purtance of some of the mines has ! sayivg that they were intensely in
been & powerful incentive to the|terested. The things they saw out
buildivg of continental ay-temn. there --gold, cobalt, and copper

In view of American interests in|were of a convineing uvuture.
the Far East and recent developments |
in that direction, one statement |s

ot o OVANIDE. PLANT
other countries thut afford sea trans. f OR -I "[ Al_ AMO

THEY CAMLE, THEY SAW AND
THEY WERE CONVINCED

portation, and | should not be sur-
prised to see the day come when cer-
tain great mives which I visited in
Chiva will be brought into the
American market,

Mr. Church refers in m..“,hh" J, P, Metinigen, mannger of the
manner to the relation existing be- Alamo, returned today from a trip to
tween recent
and the industry of mining:

The wonderful discoveries in|to the property,
chemistry make it almost certain that
the miner of the future will be en. llilliullll says, to put on a good de.

gwed i & search for rare elements | Velopment crew aud start up the mill
and perbaps for some that are stil] | Iv u short time.
unknown or not full’ .llpf.ﬂlﬂtﬁd. I.hl’ tuke 'llluﬂ within the next two
The power of slectricity bus given us Weeks. In addition, Mr. Meliuigan
the commaund of elements which could | #8y#, it has been definitely decided to
not be separated except in mioute ! '0stall a thirty ton cyanide plunt.
.p”k- t‘oout,.ﬂ'o YOars sgo aud ]t in Work on this is nlso to be sturted at
entirely possible that new alloyw | eurly day. The mill will need
with valuable qualities will extend |#ome little remodelling and adjust.
the fleld of its usefulvess. The|ment, and it Is Hguied that the
miner in fact has one aye spplied to|cyanide plant is all that is needed
a telescope, looking for new flelds of |furtber to effect a high per cent of
effort, and the other glued to u|Saving.
microscope, searching for traces of
metal, that be may recover from the

Fine printing at the Miner officw,

[ full in value, becnuse there is n strike |

article for the Mining Maguzine, of BEST AFTER ALL!

company, re- |

opinion, to- !
'ward mining than any other portion |

| NEW YORK

scientific discoveries | Spokune, where he conferred with |
his associntes, and went on tluuuuhil

|
It has been decided, Mr. Me- |

This will prob- |
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| Only transcontinental line
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10 GRANDE

} dassing directly through

Salt Lake City
5§Lcadvillc

. + Colorado Springs
| and Denver

' 0
|

| : Three uplmulidl{ uip tra ne
daily TO ALL POIN LART.

Through lerina and Dining Cars
and free Reclining Chair Care.

1 The most Magnificent scenery in
Americea by daylight,

|

Stop overs allowed on all classes

| o of ticketa,

experience in the way of uxamiulm.t]

For chenpest rates and descriptive
hiterature, address

|
'+ W. . MoBRIDE, - General Agent
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ano UNION PACIFIC

TO

Salt Lake,

| Deaver, Kansas Ciy
| GhEAgo 1. Lous

|

|| Qeenn swamers between Portland
[| and Ban  Francisco every five days,

Low Rates! |

Tickets o and trom all parts of
the United States, Canada and

Europe.

Through Pullman Standard and
Tourist Bleeping Cars daily to Omaha,
'] Chicago, Spokane; Tourist Bleeping
car daily to Kansas City; through
Pullman tourist sleeping cars (per-
sonally conducted) weekly to Chi-
cage, Kunsar City; reclining chair
cars (soate free) to the Fast daily.

For particulars, call or ur addres

H O. Bowsae
Agent, Raker City, Or.




