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It woomu to be the general desire
among the knockers in these parts
that the other fellow throw his bam.
mer In the serap hoap.

It ina lnw of naturs that mon, s
woll s water, fHnally reach their
lovel: howaver high they muy spposr
to be soaring for a time, v

Reliable roports stute thst ooast
milla bave in stock over two hun-
died wmilllon feet of lumber, for
which there is little demand, domes-
tio or foreign —henve the depression
in that quarter.

It looks very much as if Uorman's
opposition to the Panama treaty In
inspired by his hope that the tianas-
ocontinental rallronds will come to
his aid tn his presidentinl msplra-
tioos,

They, however, have little influ-
enoe In a demooratioc comnvention,
and thers is where (Jorman will have
the flight of his life, to secure the
nomination,

Another wild oat reglon has beon
exposed, During the Inat wix
montha, the Wichits mountains have
been boomed as 8 gold-bearing coun
try. Government Asssyer Baln, who
muade an examination of the country
under the direction of the luterior
depurtment, reports that none of the
assays showed ore in the proper
sonse of the word and thet the reglon
has no present or prospective value
as & mineral producer.

The atrained relations botweon
Jupan and Huossin nre nlmost wrought
up to the shooting point, aud war be.
tween the two oatioos ls imminent,
Au indiontion of thia is that Lloyd's
rates for war risks on  vessels  bound
for the tar Eust huve been  raised.
Japan Is tirm i her resolve to pre
vont the Russing acquisition of any
Koroan souport, and desires a deflnite
sottioment of far Eastern conditions,
while Humsin, for obvious reasons,
would keep them unsotiled.

Every man engaged In practioal
mining knows that the way men spend
their time and money, too, when off
duty bhas much to do with their offi-
olenoy and a groat deal with the gen-
eral sentiment of the employes to
ward an enterprive, thinke the Pa-
oific Coast Miner, With these self
evidont fuols ever present in mining
distriots, it would seem: that the
mine owners and the mine munagers
would have a speciul reason to give
consideration to the socinl welfare
of the men employed. There are
evreal American instapces of the
adoption of suoh a far-sighted pol
loy, but too often the opposite is the
onse. Io many fostances the com-
pany stores make it a poiot to sell

Ihe Sumpter Miner

all the intoxicating liquora they can
to their employes,

The Express-Gazette, of Cincin-
nati, shows In (ts January issue a

marked decrewse in train and stage

robberles during 1903 as compared
with 1902,
| summury with the record for the past
{ fourteesn yours:
{of tralns held up in fourtesen years

was 341: the total number of people

killed ninety nine, and the number
of people injured (shot), 100, The
Ilmmlmr of truins held up In 1903
wans  thirleen, us compared with
ilwauly-lwu in 1902,
iulauu robburies In 1003 was  six.
| Lust yeur's record shows that no pas.
sengers nor truinmen were killed by
robbers, but there wers six wounded.
|l|| 1002 one wes  killed and thres
wounded, One 1obber was killed in
1003 us compared with three killed
in 1902,

The Mining and Sclentific Press
thinks that the copper markel showa
sigon of wenkness, the anticipated
rise in price not having materialized.
The output for the year hns been
lurge, nud the consumption haa
practically been equal to it; but still
the warket has slowly declined, and
it is now at 12 1-2 to 13 cents, with
Indications for a still lower price.
The disturbed industrial condition of
the country and lack of confidence on
the part of Investors (s reaponsible
to a great axtent for the present con-
dition of the copper market. Nom-
orous antioipated eleotric installa-
tions aud extensions have not been
made, becsuse of uncerainty of labor
conditions, and copper has not been
in as great demand as was expected
a few mounths ago. And this empha-
#lzos the ndvantage of a gold camp,
easlern Oregon, for instance, No
market thimbleriggers can depresa the
price or shut off the demand for our
product,

One of the problems tn which en-
gineering schoola ought to give im-
mediate and serious consideration
bas grown out of the practice uf ob-
talning professors by ‘‘in-breedivg, "’
as It has been charancterized, meaning
by thia the recruiting of the young
tenchers, soon to be developed Into
full-tledged professors, from among
recont gradustes, with little more
than their school experience to their
oredit.,  This species of selection has
become an inoressing fashion witbhin
the past  ten years, says Cnsslor's
Mugwzine, or, perhaps, better put, in
un  inereasing necessity, due to the
ernmped Hluancisl conditions ruling
with most of the schools, nud the re-
sult hus uudoubtedly been a narrowed
degree of usefulness of instructors
and professors, nud & more closely
circumeeribed value in the engineer-
iug market of the youug graduates
forced into fn. In a few ipstances,
it s true, prominent engineers
actively enguged in professional work,
bave boen induced to lecture ocoa-
sionally at such schools, thua vital.
izing the college atmosphere with the
apirit of wotusl eogineering, and
through such leotnres some good hans
been sccomplisbed. In several recent
instances, also, men fresh from engin-
ecoring flolds bave been secured us
the heads of engineering school de-
partments, uud as such afford admi
table illustrations of a policy whioch
is to ve much commended. But
these are only lsolated examples of
what should be generally practiced.

Aundrew Carpegie does not beileve
fn stock specalation and s ottt in a
lotter denouncing the whole business

The total number

The number of

It restrict development of territory is
| detrimental to the railroad system.
tare, but Andy bas made some whole- | In past years the Southern Paeific
some observations nevertheless. | has been falrly liberal towards the
| He asya: locator, who was able to secure lands
| *‘Buyipg shares upon a margin, at the rate of $2,50 per acre. Now,
called ‘speculation,' is, in ita in sddition to advavcing the price to
gumblipg. It is immoral 85 sn scre, the company attaches a

ss gambling of the worst sort.
may be like the devil quoting Serip-

It gives the following , o 0 the aim is to get something ‘‘string'’ to every tract of land sold

Specalation is the par-  to settlers, in the form of a clause in
asite of business, feeding upon its deeds, according to which the
' values, creatiog none. It carries ita loeator is debarred from developing
own punishment. If the nmhler'auy of the mineral resources of the
{wins, his winniogs ave (11 gotten land which be has purchased; and
'gain; it he lose, he probably rnlm‘mrlhorumw gives to the railroads
'his family and dependents. To the privilege of entering upon eaid
i those who ure reported to have lost lands at any time for the purpose of
in gambling. 1 express the opinion |prospecting or developing the said
| that it I bettor that they have lost | resources,

| thmn won, provided they resolve to| It must be s coursgeous settler
gamble no more. To those who|who will enter on raflrond Iand in
'have won I wonld say say, wealth nollhil section with such a condition

for nothing.

obtaiped can bring no  blessing.

i The spirit of speculation throughout
|Iho citles of our land is the saddest
of recent developments. 1 hope our
good old city of Pittsburg will re-
cover ita former reputation as a solid,
{ conservative, bonest, bard working
{community. Our manufacturers
{abould return to the makiog of iron,
steel, glass, coke, mining of coal,
eto., and give up the making of or
dealing in paper certificates. "’

In a mining way, the year just
ending bas been one of unexpected
prosperity in the Bumpter district.
Never in the history of minivg oper-
ations here have a twelve months wit-
nessed so mavy and such vest im-
provements aud developments. In
the matter of gold production it is
pext to impossible to obtain reliable
statistios, for the reason that opera-
tors in this particalar sre reticent to
an nnressonble degree, but mill con.
stroction and development work have
shown for themselves. While it la
believed that the gold production for
the year will more than average with
former years, any attempt at statis-
tics, however, would be the merest
guess work, for the the reasons stated.
The news columbs of The Miner have
ountained a faithful account of ihe
mill buildoig and development rec-
ord of the distriot for the past twelve
monthe, snd without any sttempt at
a resume bere, the statement will
readily be credited by those
tamiliar with the situation. And if
all indications do not fail, the com-
ing year will be vastly prosperous, A
great many companies are now plan-
ning to put in new plants, new prop-
erties will be opened up, and develop-
ment energy will be redoubled,
while the old producers will go
atoadily abead ndding to their output
!nnd equipment, sa they have done
durng the past year.

Under the caption, *‘Tightening the
Sorews,'' the Grant's Pass Miniog
Journal tells of the bandicap that
section uf the state lmbora under, in
' this wise:
| We do not forget that we area
| long wav from ‘‘civilization' and its
||mrhotn. We acknowledge that

what we bave and are is largely due
to the agency of various railroad
| lines, and are duly grateful. But
| even our gratitude does not blind ua
'to the fact that the short sightedness
and ‘‘penny wise'' avariciousness of
the Oregon linea and eastern con-
! nections is bound to prove a positive
|detrimunt to the vommonwealth and
to southern Oregon in particular.

The policy of the Bouthern Pacific

| uttached to it.

|  Speaking of Roosevelt's chances of
| nomination, the New York Commer-
| elal tinds no precedent; in fact, that
' noue of the vice-presidents who bave
]leclrlant-ll:r become president waa
| ever nominated to succeed himself.
[ 1t say8:

*'Several newspapers are pointiog to
the fact that none of the vice-presi-
dents of the United States who have
hitherto become president by acei
dent— Tyler, Filln.ore, Johnson and
Arthur— bas been nominated to sue-
ceed himself as president; and the
precedent is cited as ominous of the
fate thut maybe in store for President
Roosevelt,

““Ope very important point, bow-
ever, Is overlooked by these newa-
papers: Unlike Roosevelt, neither
Tyler, Fillmore, Johnson nor Arthar
was nominateud for vice-president in
order to ‘‘get rid of bhim.'' Roose-
velt was nominated for that office
much from the same motive that
members of the HBritish House of
Commons are sometimes ‘'kicked np-
stairs'' by the bestowal of n peerage
—the vice presidency would be a
place of dignified retirement for him,

‘‘He was not nominated primarily
to balance his party ticket geographi-
oally, but to shelve effectually what
some of the party leaders bad come
to regard us a troublesome personal
factor. His nomination was pDot a
peace offering extended to a stormy
and dangerous faction as was that of
Arthur; peither was he a ‘‘dark
borse'’ like Fillmore. He was a
popular tigure both in and out of his
party just then, and it was belleved
that bis nomivation for second place
on the presidential ticket would serve
to strengthen the latter and at the
same time dispose forever of his pres-
idential ambitions.

‘‘None of the four vice-presidenta
already mentioned was nominated un-
der such circumstances—a fact that
| mukes Roosevell's case stand out by
' itself. For all of that, lots of thiogs
may bhappen in the course of the next
half-dozen moons, '’

Work at Cracker Highland.

Dan Cahill, superintendent of the
Cracker-Highbland, came in from the
property last night, and reports
good work on the vein, showing satis-
factory ore bodies carrying good
ivaluu. He left thie afterncon on
& busivess trip to Baker City.

Timber and Homestead Filings.
! Timber and homestead filings, as well

in regard to its mineral Jands in this | as final proofs, can be made before
part of the state is a blow at the iun- | Charles H, Chance, United Btates Com-
dustrinl development of this section, | missioner, office in First National Ban

‘und & blow that will rebound upon : of Bumpter building, SBumpter, thus sav-

the railroads itself, for it is a ulf‘l
‘n.-rldvut fact that whatever tends to

ing applicants expense of a trip to La
Grande,




