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REMOVE HANDICAP |

ON JOHN DAY VALLEY.

Electric Railway Being

Prairie City---Fabulously Valuable Min-

Built From Baker To!

ing Properties---Road a Great

Money

The John Day country is one of
the most beautiful and fertile valleys
on the globe, A Miner representative
was over at Prairle City last week,
rode up and down the banks of the
John Day river for a dozen miles,
and was more foreibly aud favorably
impressed than ever before with the |
fnnumerable  attructions of that!
favored reglon. To the eye it is|
now at its best.

After the ride of forty odd miles
from. Sumpter, through pine forests
that shut out a view of the surronnd- ‘
ing landscape, over roads that are a |
cruelty to man sod beast, it isa
spiritual delight to panse on the
high ground two or three miles rom
Prairie City, at the timber line, and
gurvey with unobstructed vision the
unrolled panorama, doubtless
something akin to that experienced
by the children of lsrael as they
emerged from their forty years
wandering in the wilderness and saw
the promised land of Canoan. At
this season of the year, up and down
the valley, Mother Nature i nourish-
ing iuto Ivgorous life young vegeta-
. tion., The air is laden with the
frugrance of fruit blossoms and
flowers, wild and cultivated; which
constitute a color scheme entrancing
to the sight, and this perfumed
ploture is framed in snow capped
mountain ranges as grandly pictures-
que as any Alpine scene.

Thus the poet and painter would
estimate the proposition. But the
utilitarian, that commanding figure
of our present practical age, while
conceding that there s something
pleasing to the scences in all this,
recognizes something of greater value,
according to his standards. He sees
profita in fruit cnlture, he knows
that the meadow lands are fattening
cattle for the beef trust, that those
green flelds on the bench lands are
producing wheat and other granis,
and speculates mentally on the
worth of the precious metalls in the
surrounding mountains—to him it

ie all an alluring prospect of sequir- ' the luxurious plantation homes of | the profits to be taken from the Will

Maker.

ing gold, literally and figuratively

speaking.
For the edification of those
materialistically imolined, it will

perhaps be well to go somewhat into
detail on this subject. The John
Day valley and contiguous territory
of arable land, is about seventy-five
miles long and wvaries from two to
six miles in width. The soil is
rich—any foot of it would fertalize
the most wvalubale piece of land In
New Enpgland., From the mountain
ranges in to the river that draips the
valley flow hundreds of shallow
streams, fed by spriogs and melting
snow. These supply more cheaply
and conveniently water for irrigation
than is found anywhere else on the
continent, renderlng unnecessary |
either the construction of long,
costly ditches or expensive pumping
plants, in order to get the water on
high ground. Here all that I8 neces-
sary is to plow a furrow from one
of these streams naoross the feld
with the trend towards the lower
levels and the water follows on the
plowman's heels, The HOVIRgE
altitude of the valley above sea lovel
is sbout 3000 feet, fully 2000 lower
than that of Sumpter, These com-
bined conditions render this the
ideal, perfect mgricultursl country,
giving it an almost limtless range to
its products. For these reasons,
during the thirty years since farming
operations were inaugurated there,
there has never been a crop fallure;
cattle have not dled there for lack
of food, as on other ranges.
Therefore, the farmers and stook-
men of the Jobhn Day valley are rich,
Their wealth is deplayed in the
substantial improvements seen on
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[dollar & bundred pounds to bring

every farm, really handsome dwell-
ings, elegantly furnished; not the
plain housea found in the prairie
states to the east, the cheap shlnhl
on the ten-scre fruit orchards In
California, or the log cabips of the
homestenders in the comst timber
region. They remind one more of

the South., And yet, this section!Cleaver. He bought both groups,
bas  labored under one lmldlmpiaml is now acgquiring other properties,
fmposed upon no other equully| The former ix the lurgest gold
favored In Ameriea, the lack of bearing ledge ever discovered on the
raflroad transpotation, Prairie City, globe. It is  positively 600 feet
the nearest point to the O, R. & N., Iwide  let the tiresome skepties seoff
is soventy-six miles from Baker City, as they may, when they rvead this
from which place all freight is hnaled  statement, It onterops for a distance
in wagons, It is trne that  the of fve miles, in places  standing
Sumpter Valley could eut off forty above the country rock full 100 feet.
or fifty miles of this wagon haul, but |The most  prominent of these can
its rates are so exorbitant that it is be distinetly seen with o spy gloss
cheaper to pay the teamsters one | from Prairie City, six miles awny.
Three years ago the writer took a
sunp shot at this ledge with n cheap
Further down the valley the wagon | kodae, while stunding on a peak
traing go to Shaniko, the terminus| 1000 feot below, which can be seen
of the Oregon Southern, from seventy- | very distinotly in the photograph.
five to more than 100 miles, Until | Axsays of this rock run from 82,706 to
three years ngo, when this branch ! & 8.00 in gold, while pleked samples
was bullt, they wont to Heppner and | have gone nx  high as #27.  Colors
other towns on the O. R. & N.{are frequently found by panning,
Columbin river line. I\'ulm-u contalned in this immmenso
But it now looks ms if this deposit ean therefore be  extimated
bandicap s about to be removed, [o0ly by muny millions. 1 Major
In that ovent, those interested in|Bonta carries out his plans to erect
observing the rapid development of |Krest reduction plants  for  the
a reglon, the sudden springing lu'o|conomical treatment of this ore,
Ife of towns and oities, will find |be will lay the foudnation for the
there an Interesting object lesson, [ Krentost mining fortune known to the
While in Prairie City lnst week .hl.[uunlc-rn world of bonsnza kings.
writer chanced to meet Mujor J. !Hreater than those tuken from the
W. HBouls, the gentelman r,.,,mf'l'rvmlwvll. the Homestuke und the
Philadelphin who is going to build | Comstock  combined,  The Wil
the rond, and talked with him, |Cleaver ixa high grade gold-copper
Ho isn well poised, self contained | Proposition that conld be  worked
man, who does not take the public today at a profit if reasonable trans.
into his confidence, futher than to!Portation charges to the smeiter at
state  coofidently that the lnpe Sumpter could be secnred,
will be coostructed and rushed to| Well, the Mujor soon Jenrned two
enrly completion. He is usking for | fcts; first, that he couldu’t  realize
no bonus, no farnchise or l“u.“‘]m‘|t|llh“l¢l_';’ on his rich minernl holdings
else, therefore, he very naturally |Without a railrond; sovond, that
feels thut it s not encumbent upon | *ich a rallrond, io itself, will be a
him to issue bulleting to the public |money muker better than the "“rold
regarding his movements, mine'' of symbolic  wealth, He

The origin of this enterprise makes declded to bulld it and s now at
n brief, interesting story: For Umr.k on the euterprise.
four yewrs past Cleaver Brothers Not in the west before has s rosd
have baen working ot fwo immenss been built under similar favorable
mining propositions In the Straw- conditions, Other lines have been
berry range, known as the Oregon pushed into new, unsettled reglons,
Wonder and the Will Cleaver groups. relying upon their own efforts to
They are both big things and large build up the conptry and creste n
capital Is absolutely B ey to business for itself., But this one
put them in sbape to yleld up their goes into an old settled, prosperons
rich tremsure of gold and copper. country, with the tonusge anxiously,
These hustlors, Cleavr Brothers, impatiently waiting for s ndvent,
bave taken severs! mining men Into These rich farmers have the price
the mountains and sbowed them these |*d 8re libersl spenders. The
properties. While all have seen merchants up and down the valley
and recognized thelr Inestimable curry qmt. exponsive stocks  of
value, they scknowledged that they goods, With markets for their products
are not strong enough financially to on every side within a radius of 100
handle so gigantic a proposition. miles, these farmers restrict produe-
Fivally, after two years of corres- tion to the lowest polot and ralse
pondence, on the strenght of a hay on rich fruit nd grain lands,
favorable report from his own min- becuuse there is & ready home market
Ing expert, who spent sixty days on for the former. Stockmen pay high
the around exploiting the ledges cash prices for hay, for winter feed,
and making assays, Major Honts and drive stock from 756 to 150
last summer made a personal ex- miles to reach rall conuection with

smuation of the mines. e saw that | the markets of the east. In this
cheap lrun-por‘lnllm; would  he | 100K drive twenty-five per cent of the
necessary to profitablly work the cattle's vulue is lost.  This road will
Wonder, and would eventuslly add |90 & Vst busines iu stock trans-
hundreds of thousands of dollars to

froight through from Baker City,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.)




