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SUGGESTIONS ON
MINING LAWS

APPOINTMENT OF MINING COM-
MISSION IS THE BEST
METHOD.

Conditions as They Now Exist in Oregon

Require the Enactment of Laws Gov-l

erning the Mining lndustry— Aggregate
of Output and Divideods Should be

Known—Mining Inspectors.  Badly
Needed.

It has come to Tug Miver from a
fuirly relinble source that there will be
an effort made o quash any mining
legislation which has, or may hereafter
come before the assembly now in session
ut Sulem.

The proposed method is to indefinitely
postpone  consideration of such  bills,
andd allow them to die o lingering but
logal death.  This i considered the
most expeditions method of getting rid of
a nuimber of features which are obnox-
lous o many.

In lien of the measnres, the proposi-
tion is v have a law enncted whereby o
mining commission will be appointed,
Thin body to draft a bill covering every
point necessary, and submit the same
to the legislative ussembly  at their sess
wion two years henee.

Should  this  schome  be  carried
through, as itk progenitors appear to
dewire ; excopt thut a comminsion will be
ut work framing a law, the mining laws
of Oregon, o use a legal phrase, will res
muin in statn guo,

Although the measures now before
our lawmakers have called forth much
wdverse eriticism, and are more or loss
fnunity, yot they are legally before either
the senate or house of representatives
for discussion or kmendment, wnd each
constitnent of every member, has the
glorious Amoricun privilege of entering
his protest, if he has any.

Tue Miser han expressed its views
and mnde its eriticism on these bills as
they exist in their present form. How
they will appear after issuing from the
cotmmittes room, or what resemblance
they will have o their originals after
being considered by the committee of
the whole, is beyond the huwman range
of vinion 1o forses,

There is no question of doubt, how-
ever, but that the state of Oregon needs
mining leginlation, and needs it badly ;
wnd it s to e hoped that & moditied
form of the Robbins bill, for instance,
will be passod at this session, even il a
mihning commission shonld be appointed
whieh would make recommendations (o
the next legisiatnre,

In the st place, there should be an
at whereby the outpat of the mineral
production of the state should be known.
The public need not be made awars of
the smount produced from each mine,
but the aggregite of all metals, miner-
uls, clays, building stones, abrasive
materinds, vte., prodoesd,

Next, it should be known the amount
ol dividends thay have been  paid by
mwetnlliferous mines.  To give an ex-
winple; for the year 1902, mining journ-
wios are publishing the dividends of the
ne s in different states and territories
o the United States, Britlsh Columbia
uod Mexico.  To muke this point much
piainer, they are hereby given as totals,
tio names of the mines being left out:

Ankl e B GO0000.00
A BOUR ... .. covnseans 116,1156.00
I ush Columbia . ... ... - 452,000.00

Hornim. ........o0000s 1,017,774.50
« orado 3,251,212.00

RORNE g 53 v dliTs E g oy . 682,000.00
Montana........... I e 6,710,925.00
Michigan..........o0000 v+ 8,440,000.00
Missouri . .......... O 345,000.00
Mexico. . ......ovoiuevninns 2,685,000.00
Nevada ............ aranEac 44,210.60
Bouth Dakota.......... .. 1,139,000.00
L0+ PR P Ar T G . 5,799,000.00
|Oregon. ..o 129,500.00 |
| ———————
| Girand total.......... 27,655,622.10
I It may be as well to state that the
[Oregon dividend was declared by the

Helena Consolidated Gold Mining com-
| pany, whose property is located in the

| Bohemin district. Not the name of a

single eastern Oregon mine appears on
the above list of dividend payers., Does |
not this f(act make some I«.;Iulaliunj
necessary? ,
Another matter which urgently ru-i
[yniren the passage of & mining act at |
| thin sension, is the great need of one or
more mining inspectors,  Several acei-
dents in mines have oceurred in the
| Sumpter district during the present
| yenr,  Although no doubt some of these
mishaps were entirely unavoidable, yet
donbtless one or more would not have
oecurred had & mining inspector thor-
oughly examined the gronmd, Can any
one be so bereft of reason ay to claim
that mining inspectors are not abwoe
lutely necessary when, according to re
ports ut hand at the time of writing,
200 feet of the main shaft of a prominent
Sumpter district mine eaved in after the
Inst load of human freight had been
hoisted from the depths?

It in fur better not to load down our
reprecentatives at the state Capitol with
too many suggestions, It is fur  easier
to give advice o others than to apply
the sume rule to ourselves. Bat there
are other regulations which might be
ndopted that wonld be of benefit w the
mining industry. One s the gualitica
tion of awsayers, for instance,

Those who engage in thin important
brianch of business should, in & measure,
be hedged around by rules similar to
those who follow other professional
occupations.  In the opinion of the
writer, there should be an examining
board before whom nll sesayers who do
vustom work should appear, and on
passing such examination would be
granted a certiticate. In this manner
an honorable and responsible profession
would be protected, and only those who
hind the requisite knowledge would be
nllowed to perform work for the publie.
Of course prospectors or mine owners
who make tests for themselves, would
not come under the provisions of such a
law,

Itin presumed that the members of |
| the stute legislature, or at least those |
| who are from the mining districts, have |
Isntlicient knowledge of the needs and |

requirements of their respeetive eon- |
stituents, and are endowed with plenty |
Lof staming so that they will have passed
some ennctinent which will better min- |
Ling conditions,  No matter what blame
o be lnid at their doors for the bills
| alrendy  introduced, they  should  be |
given credit for one wise move; they
shut out  place hunters from drafting
bills to a considerable extent. The
L muggested  establishing of a mining |
burean, and ull appointments coming |
from that source effectually covered |
this point. !

It in an absolute impossibility 1o cre-
ate & statute o cover every point which
may come up; hence some laws are
general in their nature,  Therefore, |
give the people of Oregon » law which
| will, in n general way cover some of the
| defocts now existing, and we can follow
the rule of U. 8, Grant, I it is bad
| we can have it repealed ; if good we will

[
[ have its benefits,

|

| Only the best brands ot liguors and

cigars at Dunphy's *The Club," |
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Victor Mining Co.

THE FIRST BLOCK
OF TREASURY STOCK IS NOW ON
THE MARKET
LOCATED
IN THE RED BOY
DISTRICT

THE PROPERTY
HAS BEEN WORKED ON FOR THE
PAST TWO YEARS

VALUES RUN
FROM $50 TO $300 PER TON IN
GOLD AND SILVER

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ADDRESS

G. M. Rockwell & Co.

701-702 Herman Bldg.
Milwaukee, Wis.

WM. H. TIBBALS, President.
SEYMOUR H, BELL, Manager,

WHEELER & G.

BANKERS

32 Broadway, New York

FISCAL AGENTS FOR

BLUE BIRD MINING CO.

AND

VALLEY QUEEN MINING CO.

Write for Prospectus, Mention No, 60 and we will send you a copy
of “OREGON'S RESOURCES,” an illustrated pamphlet on Ore-
gon's famous gold mines, and n three months trinl subseription to the

NORTH AMERICAN MINER

IF YOU WISH TO

{.. INVEST IN MINING -+

Either to buy Gilt Edge Stocks, a Prospect
that is ‘‘the Making of a Mine,” or one that
is already made, write me what you want
and permit me to submit a proposition.

ADDRESS
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

{ E SANDERSON SMITH §

MINES AND MINING STOCKS

SUMPTER, E = = OREGON




