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THE SUMPTER MINEII

BOTTLED UP BY
SMELTER TRUST

Coeur d’Alene Miners Power-
less to Cope With the
Combination,

The mine owners of the Coeur d'Alene |
held a conference in Spokane last week
to deviee some means of securing some

relief from the exnctions of the Smelter |

Trust—which was heralded an a great

philanthroplc move in the Interest of |

miners, when organized a year or so ago.
Regarding this matter, the Npokesman-
Review says:

The fight between the mineowners of !
the Coeur d'Alene and the amelter trust |
has reached a crisis, and the mineown.
ers have refused to ship any more ore to
the trust until a satisfuctory settlement
is reached. On Monduy the Coeur d'-

| terday, none of the officials were willing
to eay so. Thelr attithde, however, was
pucific, and they were anxiour to aveid
appearing in the light of antagonising
the big trust.

The amelting trust, or as it s legmlly
known, the American Smelting & Refin-
ing company, is now so powerfully en-
{ trenched that a fight with it is a serious
matter and the mineowners realize it.
They would much prefer to make ar-
. nn.ament- with the trast satisfactory Lo
| both sides, rather than resort to the
erection of independent smelters.
| Although the smelting trust was or-
| ganised less than three years ago, it has
| the umelting industry almost conrpletely
! buttoned up. Its principal plants are at
Denver, Omaha, Kansas ( ity, East Hel-
{enn and Salt Lake, with refineries at
| Perth Amboy, N. J., and it i« affiliated
! with the United Btates Reduction com-

| pany, which operates the cyunide mills
{ treating the Colorado gold ores. It inin
| magnificent condition foreconomic smelt-
| ing and it has long time contracts with

! the mineowners of Colorndo and Utah,

which still further fortify it. Lately, too,

Alene mines, except the Bunker Hill & ] the amelting truet has been making long
Sullivan, suspended shipments t. the | time contracts with large consumers of

trust, although their contracts will not

expire for six monthe.
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The mineowners demand two things.
The first and most important is decreas-
ed charges for freight and treatment on
their ores. For years the costs of smelt-
ing have been steadily reduced by the
application of more scientific methods,
and the facilities which are afforded by

combining the ores of widely different

tields.

Despite these reductions, however, the
smelting trust han doggedly refused to
make any cuts in the chargea for han-
dling the immense tonnage of the dis
trict. To aggravate the situation, it is
believed to have made combinations with
the ruilways, whereby freight rates are
held up, and it is generally conceded
that the trust is getting profits out of the
tariffs charged for freights. The mine
owners have at lust revolted against this
situation,

In addition they are demanding an in-
creased tonnage. For months they have
been forced by the trust to restrict their
output, on the ground that there was a
surplus of lead in the country, and that
it was necessary to restrict production
until the surplus could be worked off,
Up to the first of last July, the mines
were restricted to & two-thirds produc
tion. Then, In response to the urgent
demands of the mineowners, the ontput
was increased to about eighty per cent
of the normal production, The price,
however, was fixed, as before, at 3%
cents a pound,

Meanwhile, the Guggenheims, who
control the smelting trust, have boen
interesting themselves personally on a
heavy scale in the lead mines of the Mis-
souri-Kunsas flolds, which are turning

out big tonnage. The mineowners here '

feel that they are being restricted in
output so that the market for Missouri
lead will be bolstered up at their ex-
pense. Against this condition they are
rebelling. They now demand an output
at their normal rate of production, and
the redaction in rates which will enable
them to work at a profit which they
consider commensurate with their rank
as the producers ol 45 per cent ot all the
argentiferous lead produced in the Unit-
ed Btates.

The Bunker Hill & Bullivan company

ie not represented in the conference to-
ﬂ.aummwblumﬁlﬁl
at Tacoma.,

The following day the Bpokeaman-Re-
view stated: The fight of the Cosur d'-
Alene lead miners with the smelting
trost is still uneettied, and if a settle-
mant was any nearer in sight last even-
ing than it was before the conference of
the mineowners, which commenced yes-

pig lead, with the idea of heading off the
Coeur d'Alene mineowners if they should
try building independent amelters. The
situation would then be that the trust
would have contracts to supbly the lare-
est consumers and the new smelters
would be seriously handicapped in dis-
posing of their product.

The trust has a eapital of $100,000,000,
and it pays dividends of seven per cent
annually. [Its plants have a cash value
of less than $7,600,000, according to the

rado, who is fighting the trust. Accord-
ingly its yearly dividends nlmost equal
the cost of the plants,

A curiouns illustration of the monopoly
which it holds ix given by the condition
of the British Columbia lead miners,
The trust in ite efforts to restriot produc-
tion has abwolutely refused to smeit lesd
ores from British Columbia. The present
price of lead in this country in 415 cents,
although the trust only pays 3)§ cents
& pound for lead. There in a duty of
1% centa a pound on lead ore. Deduct-
ing the duty would leave two cents a
pound as the price which British Colum-
bia mineowners ought to get for their
lead if they could ship it to thiscountry.
However, they can not ship it in, and
must sell in Europe for $1.80 & hundred

pounds, which in the price based on the
London quotation. They would get ity
per cent more for their lend, aftor pay-
fug duty, if they could ship it into the

United States, but the trust will not ac.
ocopt it,

entra

incinnati.
y , 45 we are in position to give you some val-
uable in ormation and assistance. 5,319 miles of track

over which iso

rates call on or address,
J. C. I.Ilﬂi'

claims of the attorney general of Colo- | ®

win Im the Hurcnlan,

F. J. Hard, secretary of the Oregon
Mining and Block exchange, at Portland,
who has been in the city for the past
two days, is en ronte to the Cable Cove
district, where he will reopen the Hu-
ronifn, a promising property adjoining
the Ibex. Mr. Hard is jointly interest-
ed in the mine with Thomas Bessler, of
this city, one of the champion rock drill-
sors of the district, and it is understood
"the proposition will be worked on an
extensive scale, the showing made being
excellent.—Herald.

Why Go East

Over the sun-burned sage brush and
alkali plaine when you may just an well
take a delightful, cool and comfortable
ride through the heart of the Rocky
mountaine in view of the grandest scen-
ery on the American continent? This
you can do by traveling on the Rio
Girande system, the far famed ‘‘Scenie
Line of the World," the only transconti-
nental line paming through Balt Lake
City, Glenwood Rprings, Leadville, Col-
orado Springs and Denver, en route to
eastern pointa, Three dally express
trains make close connections with all
trains east and west and afford a cholce
of five distinet routes of travel. The
equipment of these traine is the best, in-
cluding free reclining chair cars, stand.
ard and tourist sleepers, & perfect dining
car service, and also personally conduot-
ed excursion cars, each in charge of &
competent guide, whose business is to
look after the comfort of hia guesta. No
more pleasant and inexpensive means of

crossing the continent can be found than
in vided by these nn-unlnn.n. For
itional details address J. D, Manes-
field, general agent Rio Grande lines,
No. 124 Third street, Portland, Ore.

Timber and Homestead Fillags.
Timber and homestead filings, as well
ax finul proofs, can be made before
Charles H, Chance, United States com-
missioner, office in First Bank of Bump-
ter building, Bumpter, thus saving ap-
plicants exponne of a lrlp to La Grande,

measure for a wsuit of
elotl:- at Nulll Mertantlle company’s.

Only the best brands ot Ilqnorl and
cigars at Dunphy's *The Club."”

Best brands ot ;l'_ll'! at Hoffman’s
Bakery.

Wouldn’t that jar yer? What? Giant
powder. il

Freah undy daily at Holfman's Bak-
ery, Aecinlon] e B

Mining deeds for sale at this office.

Use Giant powder, fuse and caps.

Don't Guess .

but if you are going east write us for
ourratesand let ustell you about the ser-
vice and accommodations offered the

JLLINGIS CENTRAL RAILAGAD

Through Tourists Cars via the |lllinois
from Pagific Coast to Ch

o and
Don't fail to wrltehu?about

perated some of the finest trains in the
world. For pmkulars regarding freight and passenger
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Only tumntlmul line

passing directly through

;Sdt Lake City
Leadville
!Colorado Springs
and Denver
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The most M illaoul scenery in

America by day
stora“un nllowul on all classes

For chnpm rates and descriptive
literature, add

J. ‘D. MANSFIELD,

General Agent.
124 Third Btreet, Portland, Ore.
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Salt Lake,

Dewver, Kansas City.
CHIGASO ST. Louis

NEW YORK

Ocean steamers between Portland
and San Francisco every five days,

Low Rates!
Tickets to and from all parts of

the United Bitates, Canada and
Europe,

For particulars, call on or addrem

H. C. Bowmas,
Ageat, Baker City, Ore.




