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Neil J. Sorensen 8 Co.

Neil J. Sorensen & Co, have just con-
enmmated one of the big mining deals
of the year in eastern Oregon. For
eastern cliente of theirs, George L.,
Huntington and W. J. Johnson, of 8t
Paul, and C. P, Berkey, of Minneapolis,
they this wesk bhought the Maxwell
group, operated by the Pierce Gold Min
ing company. The control of this val-
uable property was held in eastern
Oregon by Walter M. Pierce and J. A,
Howard, of Pendleton; Charles M.
Pierce, of Weston, J, R. Roming, of lLa
Grande, J. Albert Cheape, of Virginia,
also owned a large block of the stock,

Mr. Eorensen has periornusd a dis-
tinctive service for the mining  interests
of eastern Oregon, in inducing men of
such stunding in the finaneinl worlid to
invest their money here, It s such
transactions us this that will tend to
dissiminute world wide knowledge of
our mineral wealth, and inspire capital-
iste with confidence in the district—Iluck
of which has heretolore been its great-
ext handieap.

It 1# understond that Neil J. Borensen
will be the resident director und have
the general manngement of the mine,

The Maxwell mine is located in the
Flkhorn runge, on the east fork of Rock
creek, in Baker connty, and about twelve
miles from Haines, a small town on the
0. R. & N, ruilroad, The inmons Baisley-
Elkhorn and the Robbins-Elkhorn
mines adjoin the Maxwell group on the
west, and it is on the same well known
slate belt which traverses the country
from the Baisley-Elkhorn, on west
through the Maxwell group, thenes on
through the now sensational producers,
the North Pole, the E. & E., the Colum-
bia and the Goleonds mines,

The property consists of twenty-four
claimas, eight of which are patented ; the
other mixteen are held by location posses-
sion ; two mill sites, two water rights,
ditches, adequate boarding and bunk
houses, offices, and other improvements,
The property is also equipped with a
modern ten stamp mill and concentrat-
ing plant. The power is furnished both
by water and steam.

The development work consists of ten
main tunnels ull ron on ore, they being
started each 2t un elevation of 100 feet
above one another, and the tunnels are
numbered from one to eighteen. The
main work huy heen done in tunnels
Nos, 14 and 18. Tunnel No, 14 has been
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driven a distunce of 1800 teet on the
ledge, exposing two very extensive uvre
shoots, antl & number of wmaller ones,
No. 18 has been driven a distance of
1760 feet and will tap the ore bodies ex-
posed in No. 14, 400 feet lower. No. 15
tunnel has been driven a distance of
some 200 feet and hus tapped the first
ore shoot exposed in No, 14,

From careful and conservative esti-
mates the development work np to the
present time has exposed over 20,000
toms of ore, which is immediately
aviiluble for extruction amd can be run
through the mill.  The ore ix generally
# hard quartz heavily impregnated with
] silphides pyrite, zine blende and gnlena
being the most common.  Much heavy
sulphide ore ocenrs in the Maxwell, and
i¥ puraly concentrating nnd free milling
ore, The ore will average from seven
to ten per cent concentrites however,
much of the heavy sulphides is often of
# shipping grude, sometimos running
upwards of w conple of & hundred dollurs
per ton, but the average value of all the
ore us it is exposed in the mine is ubout
fifteen dollurs per ton.  There is in the
neighborho) of 1000 tons of ore now ia
the ore bins ut the mill and at the mouth
of the different tunnels, which hus been
extracted from the tunnels and drifts
during the conrse of development. Thins
ore has an averuge value ol fiteen dol-
lars per ton.

It mnst be remembered that the
Pierce Gold Mining company, the own-
ers of this property, were only develop-
ing the mine und blocking ont ore, »o
that when they started their mill they
would be able to run for an indefinite
period, und the Pierce compuny nmy
practically be termed purely a develop-
ment company, PPrior o the time this
company secured this  property, the
owners mined and milled a great amount
of ure from several of the sarfsce tunnels,
at a god profit, enpecially from the first
shoot, known an the Beckwith, encouns
tered in tunnel No, 14, where there wan
extracted something like 3000 tons of
ore, having an average value of about
$15. The total value of this wmonnt of
ore in said w have besn between $40,000
und $50,000 and their stopes were ex-
tended practically to the snrfuce.

In a conversation with the manager of
one of the largest producers in this dis-
trict about the Maxwell, he said ton

Mixgg man: *‘I have examined the

property and have b in mind the se |
curing of it for myself wind ussociates. 1]
{am satisfled that it ix one of the big!
properties of the Northwest, The ex-

tent of the development in wuch as 10
aseare beyond il donbt the permunency l
of the ore shoots, and the values are

sutfiiently high to insure n magniticent

profit.  Under the management of Mr. |
Borensen, it will only be a gquestion of n

short time until the Maxwell will be

clamsed v one of the largest  prodocers

of this districet."

Owing to the nb=ence of Mr. Sorensen
from the city, Tug Mixgx conld not learn
what his intentions are us to the fature
of thix great mine, or the details of the
transaction ; but it ix reliably reportsd
that the price wan $1560,000, with a large
cash puyment.

Proposed Mail Route Changes.

Severnl gentlemen who recvive their
mail at the Bourne postoflice have in-
formed Tur Mixgx that the postmaster
there had received & communieation
from the department intimating that
the abandonment of the offfee was under
contemplation. They were, of conrse,
indignant, and justly so. for Bourne,
with the exception of Sumpter, ik the
most important mining eamp in enstern
Oregon, ix the eenter of the grontest,
richest mines on  the continent,  The
postotlice delivers  mnil to 80 or 700
people and does - big money order busi-
ness.  Therefore Tue Mixee is plensed
to state that the Postal department has
no intention of discontinning the oflice,
Postinster Jewett snys that the plan i
merely to discontinne the star ronte les
tween Sumpter and Bourne and have
the Cableville route incliude  Bourne.
This will oceasion  no  inconvenience
whatever. Tom MeEwen haw the Bourne
contract, which he will probably 1o,
William Kitehen cnrries the mails o
Cableville nid he will ke in Bourne,
in case the change is mide,  Postimas-
ters ut Grunive, Lawton and Alumo have
received lotters from the department,
asking them ux o the advisability of
changing that star route from Sampter
to Whitney, Thin move originated with
Austin Crnig, the postmaster at Whit-
ney, and Josaph Barton, of the Sumpter
Valley rallway.  Their motive is, trans
parently, a selfish one.  The change
wonld inconvenience the public genoral-
Iy und will doubtiess not be made,

Eastern Capitalists in Sumpter,

G. L Lindsay und wife, Miss Tuabel
Linduay, Mackny Wells, of Milwaukes ;
L. E. Lindway and wife, of New York,
wrrived in Bumpter vesterday., They
are ull more or less interested in Killen
Warner & Stewart's miniog projpusitions
in this district,. W. E. Linduay v the
New York representative of the tirm and
he and GG, 1. Lindsay have taken an -

|

tive interent in promoting the smelter |
enterprive, They wre directors of the |
company, which is orgunized nnder the |
laws of Arizona, und ure here to attend |
& mesting of the directors, to be held in

A few days, when W, E. Lindsay will be

elected president.

Who the other offi-

vers will be s not now generally known.
The purty is ont in the hille tday, visit-
ing some of the big mines.

“Miner" Building Moved “Bodily.”

Last  week Contractor E. Norndyke
moved Tue Mingx building, with the
entire printing plant, weighing over 15,-
00 pounds, o distanee of 225 feet, nmk-
ing two half taens, without dinledging a
brick from the chimney, breanking a win-
dow light, or in any way wrenching the
Imilding. Alwnt twenty-vight working
hours were consumed in accomplishing
the job, nine hours to get it on the roll-
ers and seven to get it off and leveled on
it new fonndution.  No capstan was
usend, but in ite stead donble block and
tackle. The work wan certainly well
done, und quickly say those who are
postind on snech business.  He in now
erecting an addition w0 the building,
making it abeut double its former wize,
Increasing business demands this addl-
tional room. Mr, Nordyke han hin
hands full of work.

W. E. Hurd Plaoolag Extemsive Work.

W. E. llord arrived yesterday from
Portland, having returned recently from
New York. He will put in & week or
more looking over his severnl mining
propertios, the Chelan, the Potosi and
others, and lay out some additionnl ex-
tenwive development work, Men have
been at work on the first named for
some time paet, since it incorporation.
Mr. Hurd has put guite as much money
inta the development of his propertios,
before realiving any  returns, an any
aperator in eastern Oregon.  F, B, Mor-
rison, of Boston, arrived tsday and in
company with Mr, Hurd will visit his
properties und some of the big prodoc-
ing mines,

Will Make a Mine of the Diadem.

Gienernl Charles 8. Warren left Bun-
day for Botte, after spending several
days in Sumpter.  He says the Dindem
will now be developed into 8 mine. To
arrange for this wax the prineipal object
of hin trip here ot this time. He isn
firm believer in the groat wealth of the
eantern Oregon gold delds, and mays the
Crucker Creek district will produce more
kold than Cripple Creek ; that the North
Pole is & more valuable mine than the
Steutton,  His information on thin last
point is abtained from the headguarters
of each, in London.

Owl and Elephant Tunnel Contract Let.

Eugene Bartholf and Willinm Rum-
mery have taken the contract to drive
the tunnel on the Owl and Elephant 1000
feet furthor in. It is now in about 150
foet.  Mir. Higgine, representing the
Maryland syndieate that owns this prop-
erty, lot the contract last week, snd work
in now in progress. A body of excellent
ore has been uneovered and everything
indieates the making of & mine of this
promising Cuble Cove property. The
ore, w0 expoerts say, can be easily con-
centrated,

T. G. Harrison, agent for Giant pow=
der company.



