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CONFESSION
OF FAILURE.

So Much Work in Progrem in the Variows
Districts Surrounding Sumpter that Com-
plete Information Cas’t be Secured.—
Figures May Not Lie, but They Never
Tellthe Whole Truth.—Difficulties met
Wit ia Collecting Facts—All of which
Means that Eastern Oregon is Becoming
& Rich Empire,

Itis an old and geverally accepted
proverb that “figures do not lie,” but
they rarely tell the whole truth. They
never do, when marshalled by an honest
statistan who in endeavoring to present
to the reader the condition of the min-
ing industry in a live district,

Beveral timen during recent weeks Thr
Miver has started to prepare an article
giving accurate, authentic facts regard-
ing the work which has been done and
18 now in progress in the several districts
immediately tributary to Sumpter, but
as often as this task has been taken up,
just so often has it been abandoned, in
hopeless despair. There in no trouble
to collect a great mass of information on
the subject, as the columns of this pap-
er during the past year testify. It is
only & matter of mental industry to
compile and tabulate these facta; but
when the task should be thought finish-
ed, the compller would know better than
anyone else how inexcusably incom-
plete his work would be. This may
sound s trifle paradoxical, but the lan-
guage employed in used advisedly,

The fact of the matter is, that before
all the intormation regarding any sin-
gle district could be collected, much of
it would be ancient history, and to at-
tempt to assign each industrial enter-
prise accomplished or being prosecuted
to any limited space of time would be
farcically insccurate. Go into any of
the district surrounding Bumpter this
weason with such an object in view, put
in a week trying to cover a  half dozen
square miles, write and publish your
story, und the first man yon meet from
that territory will ask you why you
didn’t mention so and so's proposition,
the biggest thing there—excapt his own,
He chances to know of this other one.

Only those who speak on the subject
from experience can appreciate the cor-
rectness of this iden, The explanation
is simple enough., The seeker after
truth soon learns that if he confines his
research to the county roads he will roll
up in his blankets at night, with u pract
ically empty note book. He will next
acequire the information that if he goes
only where the pack ponies travel, he
will overlook manya bet. Of all the
people in the world, miners and pros-
pectors put in more time attending to
their own business and less in looking
after the affairs of their neighbors, so
second hand information is scarce and
hard to get. Unless the trail to the
miner's cabin passes very near to that
of his neighbor, he knuws little or noth-
ing * of his neighbor's claim, ledge, shaft
or tunnel, and if the little l?h:‘ltﬂl::ld-
den from sight just beyond or
down in that gulch, he knows nothing
of it of ita owner's existance, save what

t powder blasts may reveal to o
:::ﬂbul ear. Climbing lor pleasure or

idle curiosity over thickly wouoded
mountains is not a favorite amusement
with the average miner man,

Of the big companies, those operating
steam power plants, of course, it s no
trick at all to get all kinds of informa-
tion, because every body knows all about
them. But he who tries to verify the
same, even the statements of thé gener
al manager or the superintendent, one
by the other—if both will talk—discoy-
ers one central fact ; namely, that some-
body has been working off a pipe dream.
When it comes to securing information
from the scores of outsiders who know
all about the affairs of any particular
company, which they were given in
strictest confidence by a bosom friend
who works on the night shift, or got
drunk last week with the assayer—well,
such stuff is us worthless as a tip from
& ruce track touter,

And what does all this signily, the
reader doubtless awks. It means this
much, and that is a whole lot: That in
these Blue mountains, gold ledge veined,
a great army of men, of that class the
most daring, energetic, resourceful and
determined that inhabits the Earth, is
enguged in a plundering enterprise
agninst Nature. They have learned that
here the old dame has stored her richest
treasure and they ure going to loot the
hidden vaults ; with drills and dynamite
blast open the gnelss and granite walls,
There in no longer any doubt that the
gold is here, and as men succeed in tak-
ing it from its hiding place, they spend
it more liberally than do any others who
either work or scheme to eat they build
splendid cities, live luxuriously, make
tradesmen rich, artisans prosperous and
newspaper men tired,

There is no more doubt of the great
future of the gold fields of eastern Ore-
gon than there is of the fact that the
Creator ulso made “little apples.”

Maoy Hungry Bears Near Loog Creek,

Never within the memory of the old-
est mountaineers have the bears been so
bold as now, says a recent report to the
Orogonian from Long Creek. Btockmen
are becoming apprehensive for the mafety
of their calves und sheep, for the reason
that the bears are being liternlly starved
out of their retreats in the monntuine,
and have begun to prey upon the young
stock. The wevere frost that ruined
garden vegetotables and fruit blossoms
early in the season has alwo cut off the
natural food of the bears by blighting
the huckleberries, ux well as the numer-
ous other things upon which they sub-
sint. Throughout the entire mountain
region thereare wild berries in abund.
ance during ordinary seasons, and the
bears prefer to remain in their native
haunts unless forced out by the pungs
of hunger. This summer there are ab-
solutely no berries at all, and there is
even a wsearcity of wild honey, on ne-
count of the blossoms being killed by
the frost, thus preventing the bees from
working, The bears are therefore on
short rations, and are forced to confine
themselves to & dint of red ants and pine
boughs. It is the oplnion of stockmen
that belore winter sets in the bears are
going to become extremely troublesome.
It has even been suggested that for the
protection of young stock, hunting par-
ties will have ‘to be organized and the
mountains cleared of wild animals be-
fore the nuisance can be abated or safety
become assured.

T. G. Harrison, agent for Giant pow-
der gompany.
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Silver Dick Ledge Cut at a
Depth of 85 Feet.

The Bunday night shift working in
in the tunnel of the Oregon King Gold
Mining company, on the Bilver Dick
¢laim, broke into the ledge. The face of
the tunnel was then in something over
200 feet, und the ledge was encountered at
least forty feet nearer the mouth than
had been calenlated, owing, of conrse,
to the favorable and unexpected trend
and dip.

Messrs. Baldwin and SBwiggett, officers
of the company, came in from the mine
Yesterday afternoon, bringing with them
some of the ore taken from the ledge nt
this point.  Assays ure being made, but
returns have not been recoived as Tux
Mixkn goes to press. Frank Baldwin
this forenoon made three pan tests and
got u good string of colors in each in-
stunce. There is no question but what
the rock in unusually rich for that see-
tion, It in also different in APPeAranco
from any yot found in the Cracker Creek
district, being almost black in color,
specklud with small iron particles. Both
the general charactor of the ore and the
pan tents indicate that there is a con.
siderable percentage of sulphurets, all
of which, in this country, carry gold
values that pan tests do not reveal,

The depth from the surface nt which
the ledge in cut in about 85 feet. The
width of the ledge in not known, ax the
foot-wall has not been reached, Bince
pentrating the ore body about ten feet
has been driven on the ledge, which in
now solid and covers the entire face of
the tunuel,

The Oregon King is controlled by east-
ern men, several of whom are conneeted
with the postal mervice, including Post-
master Hicks, of Philadelphia, and
Charles Hedges, at the hend of the free
delivery sywtom, Washington., L. V,
Bwiggett sold to these gentlomen the
Silver Dick claim while east last winter.
Mr. Hedges was ont hero a couple of
months since, made the payments then
due and organized the company, which
in a wtrong one financially,

Eastern Stockholder in the Sunrise Here,

Emile Felgner, of Dubuque, lown, ar-
rived in Sumptor this forenoon, He s
lurgely interested in the Sunrise Mining
company, which owns properties both
in the Greenhorn and Ibex districts,
In company with W, C. Calder, he will
RO out to the Sunrise claim, adjoining
the Inter-Mountain, tomorrow or next
day and inspect the work now being
pushed there. Two shifts are sinking »
shaft directly on.the ledge and are now
down ubout thirty feet, in good ore,
which carries an average ussuy value of
from $70 to $80 in gold, silver and cop-
per.  Mr. Felgner will be shown over
other dintricts adjucent to Bumpter, re-.
maining here s week or more; when he
will make a trip to the cosst before re-
turning home.

Found Deposit of Bxcellent Masbile.
. Yesterday M. E. Bain went out sbove
timber line, on the high hills northeast
of town, looking for & water power that
he heard could be secured in that vicin-
ity. On the other side of the divide he
found, at a great elevation, three snow-
fed lakes, one of considerable magni.
tude, Bnow remains at that elevation
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all the year round, In order to bring
the water in these natural reservoirs to
Sumpter, it would have to be either con-
veyed in a ditch around by Bourne, or
else through a 1000-foot tunnel, He
doubts whether the supply would justify
the expenditure hecessary by the adop-
tion of either plan. He did, however,
make u valuable find on the trip, u 80-
foot wide deposit of marble, of excellent
quality and of remarkable beauty, It
in mmow white in color, with & network
of black slate seamn running in every
direction. He mayr when he cashes in
on his mining deal, he will build his
residence here in Sumpter of stone from
this find—if the county will build s rond
to the quarry ; that this i the mont in-
necessible section he haw yet roachied in
the Blue mountaing and the trip the
hurdest ho has made.
o
Coastellation Contract Let,

Eugene Bartholf came in from Cable
Cove distriet today, He says he han all
the men available in Big Limbor gulch
working on the buildings now being
erectd on the Constollntion, which it is
tdunired to complete an soon ax possible,
The contrnot for driving the long tunnel
on the Evening Star elaim has boen lot
to Probusco & Chipman, of Baker City,
It in for 200 foet, with the privilege of
tuking it for 80O foet, It will be & con-
tinuation of the first tunnel driven whioh
eut the ledge in about sixty feet, but at
con. parativily shallow depth, The con-
tractors will begin work in n fow dayn,
A Wagon load of supplien  wore taken
out today, and tomorrow 1200 feet of
trackage und an ore cut will be sent to
the mine. H. 0, Hoffman in doing the
hauling,

Western Mining World Represenntative Here

J. 8. Johnstone, representing  the
Wontern Mining World, of Butte, one of
the best mining pupers published in the
Went, in inspecting the wolid fieldws of
castern Oregon, for the purpose of writ-
ing an exhanstive article of this section
for that journal, He is traveling over
the country on horseback, following the
trails when necemsary, so ny to overlonk
none of the gond things. Bofore com-
ing here he made g trip throngh the
Beven Devilw' country,

Contract for 100 feet On the Gironda,

Al Hillier has lot the contenet for 100
feet of tunnel on hin Gironds, ndjoining
the Silver Dick., The work was slarted
Monday and the tunnel ix being driven
in on the ledge, from whers it onterops,
The ledge in n lnrge one, more tha
twenty leot wide, nnd the ore in charge.
toristic of that found In the Cracker
Creek district, carrying mnull values on
the murface, which inerease rapidly with
depth.

Tux Mingn in receiving duily, many
new subscribers, who are taking ndvan.
tage of the special offer, advertised slue-
where in this issue, to participate in the
distribution of §15,000. The offer in an
honest, bona fide one, open to old and
new subscribers, Read it on page 10 of
Tun Minzs,

Quarts loeation notices, with aflidavit
of assessmont work attached, for sale at
Tun Minzn office.

Five hundred dollars to loan on ap-
proved securety. Address A, B, O.,care
Bumrras Mines office,

Read page 10 of this paper and see
what Tus Minus offers ita subsoribers,

Notice on page 10 what Tux Minzs

offers immediate subscribers,




