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CABLE COVE IS A WONDER

District Full of Ledges Carrying Refractory
Rock---Million Dollars Worth of

Work in Progress.

No one can form any acenrnte idea of
the vast amount of important develop-
ment work that is being done in the
mining districtx of castern Oregon, until
he goes in person out into these gold
ribbed Blue mountains ; away from  the
pregent quict enmps, and see for himself
the numerous shafts and tunnels  that
are being sunk and driven into the ledge
Inden hills, Nor ean he nequire a troe
conception of the mineral deposits, their
grent extent and inestimable value, that
are being revenled by this systematie,
intelligent work, until he has eaten the
flapjacks and bacon of the hospitable
progpector and slept with the miner on
his fir bough bunk, met both as a
brother, listened to their stories and
diplomatically induced them to “‘show
me;" tor your miner man does not
upeak by the book when talking to a
gtranger on the carb, when he comes to
town for grub und powder. The local
newgpapers can't tell the whole story,
becanse more time and labor and money
are required to colleot the information
than any of them can afford to expemd.
There are some properties in the distriet
that are ever kept before the publie gnee,
These are owned by men who spend
mueh time in eamp and are ever willing
to take reporters into their confidence.
But there are more mines being devel-
oped, and rapidly approaching the pro-
ducing period, that are never mentioned
in the pupers than there wre of those
that monopolize  the mining news
columne,

Last week u Mixer representative
gpent three days in the Cable Cove diz-
trict, just long enough to learn that two
weeks at least would be required to visit
the propertios on which sctive work ix
now in progress, and secure anything
like complete data for a comprehensive
article on the one district, This, there-
fore, does not pretend to be such a story.,
F. J. Hard said in an interview in Port-
lund the other day: “There is no best
distriet in eastorn Oregon ; they are all
good.”  There is doubtless much truth
in that statement, so no elaim will be
made that the Cove is superior to other
districts, but one thing s certain—
excepting other mining wsections of
eastern Oregon, it ix a “world beater."
Of course, no authoritative figures can be
given, but the writer believes that in
the territory between the Bald mountain
and the North Fork of the John Day, a
distance of seven or eight miles, and an
equal distance in the other directions,
with the Black Hawk as the center,
work, including the erection of plants, is
now in progress that will cost a round
million of dollars. This area will takein
a portion of Cracker Creek district, will
probably include the Mountain Bell, on
which a power hoist and pump are in
operstion, sinking a 1,000 foot shait;
and perhaps also the Oregon King, on
which a long tunnel is being driven. No
attempt will be made to mention all the

,in an effort to prove the
above million dollar statement.

The Cove proper is & broad basin sur-

rotunded by monntaing, the average alti-
tude of the summits of which i about
7,800 feet, from 1,000 to 1,600 above the
lowest point in the basin.  The mineral
i= found almost everywhere. It has
been mined for many years, In the
early days it wax thought to produce
free milling ores, and two stamp mills
were erected ; one on the Californin and
the other on the Red Chief, bath nnw:
idle.  With depth, the character of the |
ore changed to  refractory, enrying
greater vidues in gold and silver, but in
combination with iron pyrites,  One
peculiarity of the early day methods
was to start the workings near the sum-
mit, The Crown Point and Californian
are notable instances of this blunder,

no explanation of which the writer hax |

ever heard.  Both are now driving tun-
nels from the base of the mountains,
using nir drills, At the former, under
the mansgement of Price Capeoy, o dis-

Limber ereek, becanse it is a0 compara-
tively new section and the highest assny
Lvalues obtained in eastern Oregon are
found in ore from the severnl properties
already opened,  Until last year the
Golden Role, owned by Messrs,  Fisher
|mul Hillier* of this city, far down the
fguleh, was practically  the only  pros.
pected elaim there,  Soveral yenrs ago
a ear lowd of $54 ore was shipped to the
| Bverett smelter, which searcely puid the
leost,  There is no wagon rond into the
guleh and the rock had to be packed 1o
the Crown Point, two and o hall miles,
I Bt last yenr Fugene Bartholf, n vet-
feran prospector from Colorado,  one

[ skilled in the ceaft apparently to the |

jocenit  degree, drifted into that dark,
heavily timbered canyon, and fonnd D

neath the deep wash of ages o number |

of broad, blind ledges that experts de-

formation as exposed in the bed of the
ereck and declares that the job of defi-
nitely loenting the veins would huve been
really o fascinating oconpation, had it
beon n tritle more dithenlt,  Mr, Bar-
tholf had realized $80,000 from the sale
of prospects before he stuck a pick in
eastern Oregon #oil, all of which he lost
in buxiness ventures, He says he thinks
he has paid enongh for the knowledgo
that he isa prospector and not a busi-
ness man wnd will in future aet on this
dearly bonght information.  Several of
the eluims which he loeated are now

tanee of 500 feet has beon driven, and
the tunnel is thought to be about half
way to the ledge, Friday, 300 feot of

air pipe was Inid, connected with o steam |

power blower, to purify the air in the
mnnel.  Away up near the snmmit, st
the old workings, thirty or forty tons of
rock that goes better than #50 are still
on the dump, that will not pay to ship.
Thix property i» owned by o millionaire
and will, withont donbt, be a ballion
producer within a year,

Every one posted on the subject over
that way declares emphatically that the
Imperial is @ mine and a rich one.  The
vein is snid not to be n large one, but
the values it carries are immoense, pay-

mines, the aggregate valne of which are
Htoday more than ten million  dollars,
| He spent $61,000 of borrowed money on
[ the famons Polar Star, in Colorado, now
| worth $3,000,000, and had ta tuen it over
Lo his creditors Decanse fhe chareter of
[ the ore chnnged, and during the finan-
| einl panie of "98 he conldn’t raise $12,(00
| with which to put in a eyanide plant,
Uthe plates of his mill failing to save the
gold,  These tritling  ineidents in his
carevr he i induced to tell throngh the
influenee of the confidence inspiring
glare of the camp tire,  He again has n
fortune within his grasp, amd all who
know him, hope that he will realize to
the extent of his deserts and cash in at
an carly date,

ing large profits when shipped, oven L The principal work done thore so far

under  existing  generally prohibitive
charges for transportation. It is re-
ported to be the belief of the owner of
the Black Dwarf, Menno Unzicker, that
he has the Imperial ledge.  Mueh  pros-
pecting has been done on this elnim, and
now that the ledge has been uneovered,
proparations are being made for deep
sinking. Substantinl buildings are be-
ing erected, and Inst week L. O, Huff-
man was awarded the contract for huul-
ing the machinery for a stenin hoist and
pump.

Mention was mude several weeks sinee
of an ingenious over shot water wheel
contrivance, constructed by Mr., Shank,
with which to pump the water from his
shaft on the Btandard. It works to per-
fection and costs nothing to operate.
He ix now down only twenty odd feet
and is taking out some very good ore
from a two-foot vein that is widening
with depth. He will connect his hoist
to the water power at an early day.

On the ether side of the divide frum
the Cove, which is included in Cable
Cove district, the Baby McKee is the big
proposition, being extensively developed
with air drills, under the management
of Uolonel Grayson, The public is [a-

miliar with the opeaations of this com- |added

pany, that is driving & 3000-foot tunnel.
At present the greatest interest is

has been on the Evening and Morning
sStar elaims of the Constellation gronp,
the Gipsy King and Gipsy Queon, OO
feet down the stream. Three more prom-
ising prospects ean't be fonnd anywhere.
The ledge has been ent in short eross-
ent tunnels in both the Stars, strong,
well minerslized lodges betwosn  perfect
walls, In the Evening 8tar the wonder-
ful showing is made of the vein widen-
ing from six to eight feet from the top
to the bottom of the tunnel.

On the King an ore shoot has  been
uncovered near the creek that gives the
alluring assuyx of from $100 to 000,
Thix fnet having been noised around,
many mining men have gone there and,
on invitutibn of the management of the
company, taken away huudreds of
pounds of this rich rock. The ledge has
been expospd by open cuts for about 100
feet, and this entire distance is now be-
ing stripped. The crosscut tunnel is
now in 140 feet , and the country rock
is becoming slightly mineralized, indi-
cating the near approach to the ledge,
The formation there is abwolutely solid
and mining men of experience declare
that when the ledge in cut, a mine of
great wealth and permanence will be

to the ever I-ch-ul list in
eastern Oregon. The King, mdo from
tm:guoeh sold in the east, is owned
entl

manifested in the claims located on Big

Acrﬂmm’on the t.]uun, A tun-

nel has been ran more than 100 feet on
the =nme ledige, or ruther on top of it,
from the water level, little depth having
been grined, Thos has been necessany
owing to the lay of the groumd, Ore
can be found almost anywhere o foot
from the bottom of the tnonel; and
from now on depth will be gained rap-
idly and there is searcely o donbt but
that in fifty feet more they will be in
solid ore. Superintendent Pattie, who
lives in o substantinl house on the props
erty with hix wife, has done an excels
lemt piece of work,  Nres. Pattie has not
been to town sinee lust October,

L= aninteresting group of men who
wre working on these and  adjoining
properties, Messrs, Otness, Mather, Wil-
linm, Isanes, Bhermmn, Hoffman, Hars
vison and others, They all own inter-
" ests in some of these companios, besides

Lelare are destined to add many millions individually holding elaims of their own,
E to the world's store of gold amld silver. wnd tooa man are ]"_\'“l to the guleh,
| He had nothing to gaide him exeept the | Phore s no chanee of o labor  strike

there,  These miners are working for
money with which to develop their own
properties, which, of conrse, they hope
will make millionaires of them, Hare
rison s the most envied of the group,
for he has his wife with him, who looks
after household duties, while the bach-
clors are playing solo to se0 who will
winkh  the dishes and et firo Wwood,
Huffman, whoe owns a big group of
elnims thst runs over to the Lake creck
L wido of the divide, does most of the
trnnsportntion business,

There is no question but what the
Cable Cove  district has some  groat
mines  in embryo, Wagon ronds are
most urgently needed now,  But even
| with good ronds, it will searcely pay to
[ ship the larger portion of the ores—
whon there is no profit in #64 rock,. A
miatting plant plant on the ground isthe
solition of the problem, The ores are
ahont nenteal, with plenty of iron, and
it ie thonght n satlicient per cont of cope
per and lead to carey the values into the
matte,  Lime rock bs near at hoand  and
chareoul, n substitute for coke, ean be
burned anywhere, Timber and water
are there in nbundance,  These are the
necessury wdjunets 1o snecessiul smelts
ing, nod will be utilized at no  distant
duy.

Nicoline Company lncorporated,

| Tue Misen has just furnished stock
certiieates, stock  journals, ledgers, ree-
Lard books and vorporation seal for the
newly unganized Nicotine Gold Mining
company, of Bnmpter, which will devel-
op the Wilson group of five claims ad-
joining the Red Boy gronnd on the west,
J. 1, Robbing, N, C. Richards and John
Wilson ure the incorporators, the latter
being the original owner,

Work Started at ine Cracker Summit,

The Cincker-fummit Gold Mining
company hax commenced work on the
| lower erowseut tunnel of its cluins sbove
' the Goleondn and Columbin  mines, and
expocts to do some extensive work this
mummer and next winter. A small foree
was put on lust Srturduy, which will be
inereased after August 5, when the local
manager, W, I, B, Bmith, will take up
his residence at the property again,

H. O. Baker tuday received n fresh
shipment of wuter melons, cantiloupes,
cherrien, berries, grapes, green corn, a
variety of fruits and vegetables, Fresh
fish, pouitry und eggs always on hand.
Mill street market,

Don't overlook an upp-nﬂu_nll.y to se-
cure one of the cash prises advertised on
page 10 of this puper.

= ——



