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HOT WATER AND GAS.

From an Artesian Well
Union County.

in

Last week W. J. Townley began bor-
ing a well on a hiiiiiII elevated mound nt
his farm a few miles northwest of Union
and about half a mile southeast of the
Hot Lake, at n place where there was a
small warm Bpring. The sinking wan
comparatively easy for the first twenty
feet, the drill passing through a soil and
gravelly formution, after which a hard
sandstone was encountered and into
which the well has been sunk for thirty
feet, making a total depth of about fifty
feet.

In sinking, many strange things have
been brought to the surface. Hones of
various descriptions linvo come up, in-

cluding those belonging to some species
of the Mastodon. Sea shells that were
dcosited there when Grande Itoude
valley was a neck of the sea are also in
evidence. At a depth of forty feet, a lojj
one foot in thickness was pierced.

In the hard sandstone formation a
number of strata some four feet in thick-
ness, containing considerable coal, were
passed, which Is the best indication that
great coal deposits exists there.

The great surpriso came to the lwrers
Tuesday, when a vein of hot artesian
water was struck.

The pie used is only one and a half
inches in diameter, but tho water comes
out under such pressure that it is thrown
thirty or forty feet high It Is a veritable
gushing geyser. The water is very hot,
being 174 degrees Farenhcit and flows
from this small pipe about 60,000 or
00,000 gallons per day.

With the flow of water there ulsocomes
forth a gas that may prove of the greatest
value. Tliis is to be tested at once. Mr.
Townley is preparing to have a reservoir
or receiver built to collect the gas and
test its qualities. It may prove to be an
illuminating gas, such as is used for
lighting cities and for manufacturing
purposes. If tills proves to be true it is
diffcult to predict the results upon this
vicinity from a manufacturing oint of
view.

The coul brought up was in a well de-

fined stratum, but mixed with flnequartz
sand, which had every appearance of be-

ing rich I'oncentrates. It may, however,
lead to the discovery of extensive and
valuable coul deposits.

Mr. Townley is determined to further
prosecuto his research, forthopurposoof
ascertaining what treasures or mysteries
there are contained in that section of

the eurtlr. He thinks the hole sunk is

too small to fully test the findings and
has decided to put down a six inch piK),

and to continue it to a greater depth and
until he is sut InHcd.

What will be the outcome of this ex-

periment Is hard to tell. Besides hot
water, coal prosc('ts and gas, there are
some indications of oil and other dis-

coveries may follow. The discoveries
already made are valuable and have well

repaid Mr. Townley for his outlay.
Tho public is interested in this exjierl-men- t,

as the dlscouery of a deoslt of

gas, coal or oil would mean much for

this section und tho whole state. Union
Republican.

S. Heel Shot'i Dense Stupidity.

A Pendleton paper, in humorous vein,
quoted from tho Granite Gem a half
dozen silly locals, which indicated the
lowest depths of country journalism, und
then mado the satirical comment that
any citizen of Granite who does not sup-

port the Gem should be drummed out of

the country. With a stupidity so asinine
that it deserves to be called humor, the
Gem turns the trick and quotes the Pen-

dleton paper's implied criticism as a
great compliment. La Grande Chroni-
cle.
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