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NEW MINING DISTRICT.

Worked Forty Years But Just
Now Attracting Attention.

The low range of mountains forming
the divide Dbetween Burnt river and

Powder river is drained on the Burnt
river side by many streams that in early
days were profitably worked for placer
gold. In most instances they have been
worked out, and for the past two years
the miners and prospectors have been at
work In an endeavor to locate the source
of the gold.  Up to the present they have
not been successful to any extent, but
the thorough investigation of the forma-
tions and conditions has enabled a few to
uncover veins which give much promise
of richness and permanency.

On Continental Gulch, some 25 miles
south of east from Sumpter, the Keyton
Hros. discovered, some two years ago, a
ledge In a contact of porphyry and lime-
stone that they have been working suc-
cessfully,  Atrnrst the quartz was hauled
to Auburn creek and washed through an
old arastra and gave good returns. It
was found that while the best values
were in the quartz, the whole hillside,
consisting of talc and porphyry, carried
values. A Huntington mill and vanner
were Installed, and for the past 6o days
they have been busy extracting gold in
paying quantities from what was con-
sidered the waste dump. The extent of
the deposit is not known, but has been
opened up about 75 feet in width and no
walls or barren places found. The ledge
is easily traceable for seveiral miles, and
has also been opened up on Auburn creek,
where the Gold Bub Mining company 1s
operating an arastra, the ledge “eing
similar to where opened by the Keyton
RBros, in the Juniper Hill group. This
ledge carries a seam of asbestos of good
quality, the fliber being long and nhne,
and tons of it can be seen on the dumps
ut the different prospects and mines. It

is found in all stages of development, ly+

ing in a soft slate rock. With transporta-
tion facilities this yould add to the pres-
ent value of the mine product, but at
present it is thrown aside as valueless,
On Auburn creek, about two miles from
RBridgeport, some good ledges are being
opened up. This guich has been mined
tor placer and quartz for the past 38
years, the gravel banks and sluice boxes
of the placer miner and the old arastra
of the quartz miner being stll in evi-
dence. In April of this year K. D,

Chumley discovered two parallel ledges |

crossing the gulch, both of which are
wide and have been uncovered for over
amile. The ore is almost an iron rck,
and the gold is very rusty, requinng con-
siderable scouring before it can be gath-
ered in a gold pan. .

On the Hillhouse group a shaft is

down 35 feet, and a 12+fvot Jrift from the |

bottom of the shaft cuts but one wall.
The surface shows 25 feet of a ledge.
The lowest value obtained thus tar was
$10 to the ton, and it has run up to $6o,
Mr. Chumley says. Within 1000 feet is
a parallel ledge 4o feet wide, which has
not been opened up to anv extent, Pros-
pectors can be seen on all the hillsives,
and corner stakes are getting thick. This
camp has plenty of good timber and water
for ordinary mining purposes. The aras-
tra is run by water power. Some very
tine specimens are obtained here, One
was exhibited weighing about an ouie,
consisting of a piece of porphyry, on one
side of which was an opal and the other
was literally studded with gold.

Some two miles below HBridgeport,
Clark's Fork empties into Burnt river,
This stream has been placered since the
early '60s, and is being worked now by
the Chinese, who are operating on the
high benches or bars with apparent suc-
cess, and have a regulation Chinatown
established. This stream has been worked
up to a few feet of the summit of the
range and within 100 vards of the dJig-
gings at the head of the gulches emptying
into Mormon Basin,

Mormon Basin has been a steady pro-
ducer of gold since 1862, and is tloday De-
ing placer mined, by Chinese “mostly,
but also by men who worked it in 1803,
when it was good for £10 10 %50 a day.
One of these old miners is today taking
out barely enough to keep him in grub,
but is kept at work by the hope that
springs eternal, daily expecting a nugget
or pocket that will furnish wages for a
season. The Chinese control the ditches
and waters, while the poor white man
must be content with surface water,

Of late years some attention has been
paid to quarta,
around carries plenty vf float and string-

' Eagle mine is being worked. The prop-
The whole country |erty is equipped with a Crawford mill.—

ers of quartz, and occasionally good
ledges are encountered. The section ison
the edge of the granite belt, the general
tormation being  lime, porphyvry and |
quartzite. The values are carried prin- |
cipally in the Jdecomposed matter found |
in the seams and in the talc.  The ore I8 |
mostly granite, and slacks when exposed I
1o the alr and rain for a short time.

S. P. Colts is operating a Crawford |
mi and opening up several prospects on |
“unday hill and Spiritual, to the west of |
the basin, To the east of the basin on
California gulch, Huntington  men are |
opening up some claims, while to the
northeast, E. H. Head, M. S, Head, 1. |
. Voss, E. Roberts, W. ). Newbury and
others are developing prospects,  Mr.
Head has been here over two years and |
made many locations,  The principal work
has been done on the Morning Star, where
a go-foot ledge is exposed in an_ open cut
and also by a teo-foot tunnel.  This whole
ledige is saild by E. H. Head to assay $7
to the ton. « The ground is easily worked,
little vowder b=ing necessary. There is
also a go-foot <hatt on the Star. On the
Puget Sound claim some rich quartz s
exposed by open cuts.  The Golden |
Eagle, at the head of the south fork of
Pedro creek, has been opened by a 7o:toot
shatt, and a small veln of rich quartz is
exposed. This is in granite, and the |
main ledge is thought to be in contact
with slate some 30 feet Irom the present |
workings. !

The Bonanza, an extension of the Gol- |
den Eagle, has a go-foot shaft. Of ail
the prospects in the camp, the Rising Sun |
is the most peculiar, seeming to be a net-
work o small ledges, all of which |um:ir
freely, ax does the surface dirt, :

Rye valley is another section associated |
with the memories of the early pioneer |
days, and it still produces the yellow metal
in small guantities. Here are also found
evidence of early quartz mining in lhr|
Monumental  Gireen's  Discovery and |
others, where hundreds of feet of tunnel |
and shaft are found and the remains of
old mills. These claims all produced high |
grade ore, but with depth they run to sil- |
ver and were abandoned for lack of a'
cheap method to save the values, The!
dumps are there and the ore shows sul-

hurets of silver in paying quantities,

he shaflts are round, and, although not
timbered, are still in a good state of preser-
vation. The tunnels in many places have
caved in. The old workings show that
the ledges are small, typical of the granite
formation. H. B. France, who has been
in the section for 35 years, says that in
early dnys much of the ore was packed to
Boise for treatment and paid handsomely,

Last fall a small stamp mill was erected
on the south fork of Pedro creek, but was
run for a short time only, the builder
fnding he had made a bad bargain in
bonding n group of claims. E. E. Savage
is arranging to start the mill as a custom |
mill and says he will add a concentrator |
and other necessary machinery. At pres- |
ent he is contracting with the different
mines for ore and is meeting with such
success that an additional five-stamp bat- |
tery will be necessary to handle the busi-
ness, ‘

The old Alm pmgﬂv has been pur-'
chased recently by Sait Lake and Hurt- |
ington men, who have let a contract for
an additional so feet on the shaft and ar-
ranged for cleaning out the old tunnels,
There is some 1500 feet of work dene on
this property, showing up three ledges
that are expected to come together with a
little more Jdepth.

Farther %un the south slope of Pedro
mountain, W, O. Reynolds, a mining
man of the Sumpter district, is opening up
the Lelin and Giranite claims. A shatt is
down forty feel, wnere water was en-
countered, and a tunnel is now being run
todrain the shaft,  There is considerable
milling ore on the dump, and a force will |
be put to work stoping as soon as the
shaft is drained. |

The Gordon Reef claim, a quarter of a
mile from the Reynolds property, shows
up well, considering the limited amount of
work done. The ore is high grade, much
running over $100 to the ton.  The Silver
Klue, owned by H. B. Franz, has had
some £5000 worth of work done on it, but
has not much ore stoped out, as It is o
silver and gold property, and Mr. Franz |
is hoping tor the election of Mr. Hryan
and the restoration of the price of silver,
This ore has been shipped to Boise, work-
ed in an arastra and stamp mi!l and al-

- .
:-'::h|urlall:{'tlre":'::::?z"rlntrTll:r.l of the value | George W. Welgand." ¢

This tield is out of the mineral belt, and
has been almost euntirely overlooked by
mining men of modern ideas in search of
properties. The territory is an excellent |
tield tor the prospector and mining man of |
means.

To the west of Mormon Basin some 12|
miles s situated Malbeur, where the

M. E. Baine in Oregonian, |
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THE SUMPTER MINER.

WOLFF & ZWICKER IRON WORKS

PORTLAND, OREGON.

REFRESENTED BY F. M. WADE.

Manufaciurers of all classes-of Machinery, in-
cuding Crushers, Stamp Mills, Hoists, Boilers,
Pumps, Air Compressors, Water Wheels, Etc.
Riveted Steel Water Pipe a Specialty.  Cut,
Punched and Rolled for Riveting at Destination,

or made Up Complete. oo "

M &% PLANS AND ESTIMATES FURNISHED * «
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...Portland Mining Stock Exchange....

Onaanizee Feeanuany 18, 1900

>

Cost of Membership, $100; Dues Per Annum, $50: Charge for Listing Stocks, $50
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Tview Woobwarh, Pres, LS. Nattonal Hank, IMesident
1 Fuask Warsos, Pres, Merchants Nat. Hank, Treasurer L Wiis, A \
SENECA SHitn, Frasois L MOKESNA. RUFUS MALLOBY, SAMUEL COSMILL, W HL Cotistasg o

Security Savings & Trust Company, Registrar of Stocks and Bends
Every Sale Ouard Placed Arcund Daslers in this Exchange . .

Applications tor Hsting stocks and membership must be made 1o

C. L. PARKER, Mgr., Portland, Ore,
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48 and so First Street, Near Pine

Cawston &
Company ——s-

Nk easins tn

H., P. (iREGORY
& COMPANY.....

Engines, Boilers
Machinery and
Supplies....

PORTLAND, ORE.

RUSSEL
ws High Grade

Y

PORTLAND, OREGON,

achiner

RUSSELL & CO. -

Write for Catalogue and Pricss.

Di

.

xon, Borgeson & Co.

FRONT ST., COR. WASHINGTON

Manutacturers of
Every Descelption of

Show Cases

Tewmn bies aste el oy
wists Wai Casis &
HWask Fixruwmes

PORTLAND, ORE,

Mining Men's Headquarters
BOURNE, OREGON
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HIGH GRADE LIQUORS |
AND CIGARS |

Next Door to Wonder Store
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