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PRESIDENT RIDPATH.

Good Mining Man at the Head
of the Blue Bell Co.

Colonel W M. Ridpath, o Spoliane,
ane ol the best known miing men in - the
Narthwest,  and the
extenyve  and successtul operators has
become  interested 10 o property in the
Sumpter distect, He was all through the
gold lields of eastern Oregon g month or
six weeks ago, going down over the line
of the Columbia Southern to Prairie City
and thoroughly  inspecting  the country
trom there here, i company with officials
He was evidently
pleased with what he saw, lor he Is now
president of the Rlue Rell Mining com-
pany, the pooperty of whic b is lncated be-
tween here and Caranite,

Jo NG Van Dorn, who prospected in this
district st summer and tall, returned (o
Sumpler & tew dayvs sinee, having spent
the winter o lowan and Spokane,  He or-
ganized the KBlue Hell company, with

Jsome of the best mining men in Spokane
as directors and  otheers, with Colonel
Ridpatli at the head of the enterprise.
Ample capital has been provided tor the
developiient of this  property, worth  on
which hias alteady been commenced. M,
Van Born s now on the ground  persons
ally development He
Fogated thiese Chnms, Hiue Hell and
the Carecke Shave, last tall, and ot thar
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MINING CONGRESS A FAILURE,

Few Rial Mining Meo Were in Altendance
at Milwaukee.

Foe International Mining congress held
recently i Milwankee trom wlich
much was expected, and for whikh such
elaliatate prepatations seeming iy
made, has held s session and adjourned.
T he mountatn has brought forth o mouse,
A session that had been expected o Jdo
e Tor the minmg nterests of the couns
try bias left behind ot a feeling of soreness
that it will take a long time to heal, Here
s whal a delegate said on the eve of his
departute tor home, and it tairly represents
the sentiment of those who were present:

“Uhinty-five delegates came on in a
parte from Colorado and when we got
here we Tound an attendance ol about 250,
with 150 of them trom Wisconsin, and In
the ohbier hundred few actual mining men,
ot | ocan truthitully generally
speaking, that there ate no mining men
I he delegates here tepresent  so

s

welre

LAY

hete

My varying interests that tor the pur- |

poses of the convention they practically
vepresent pothing. We had been told
ther s would oe a big attendance, and that
is why wecame. | don't know where the
Dlame hies tor the tadure of the meeting,
bt there has been bad management somes
wheis '

The very Lt that the congress ad-
wurned & day belore the tixed date in the
program emphasizes (s fallure, It has
been suggested that the system of appoint-
wng the delegates was defective, but dele-
gates who took the trouble to talk about
wtat all, expressed the opinion that the
fault Iaid with the local managers of the
LAMRIess,

The formation of a permanent organiza-
tion, with ex-Governor L. Bradtord
Prince of Santa Fe, N. M., its president
for the first term, and the selection of |
Roise City, ldaho, for the congress of

vgol, were the important steps taken in,

_ i
the last session, though there were also

some interesting discussions bearing on

the work of the congress and its future,
Permanent organization was effected by

the adoption, with a single additional

amendment, of the report of the special’

committee of seven, which has bad the
subject in charge, No  provision was
made i the report ftor  incorporation,

though it was explained that the execus
tive committee will take steps 1o file
articles betore next vear's meeting., The
report provided that the name of the or-
ganization should remain the * Internation-
al Mining congress,""  with its objects
the fostering  of  fraternal  relations
among those engaged in mining and kind-
red pursuits, the advancement of mining
interests, the improvement ol  mining
laws,"" the establishment of a national Je-
partment of mining, and similar aims;
while the membership shall be mude up of
representiatives appointed by state execu-
tives and authorized organizations, and ot
individuals interested in mining who shall
puy the annual Jdues of £5, Meelings
shall be held annually,~—American Min-
g News,

WANT CHANGE OF MAIL ROUTE.

Should go South From Shaniko Instead '

of Heppner.

The advent ot railway mail service
marks an epoch o the history of  our
county. I makes  vast changes
in the letting of mail conteacts in the in-
terior, and increases the importance of the
Shantlo postattice,  New contracts have
Been awarded aond still others are to be et
chingeing the rontes to the mterior 1o give
more satisbn tory service in the Tuture

Apropos, tis pomd can deliver the mails
myon Ciny hours  quicker
than the stages do at present trom Hep-
prer, Canvon Coaty is only 125 miles
trom Heppner, wihidle 1t s 140 from Shani-
I he Shantko and Heppner trains ar-
rive at their respective terminit at  the
same moment—s:20 p, m, - But the stage
leaves for Canyvon al 72 a4, m. next morn-
g trom Heppoer, while in Shaniko the
Coanvon stage could leave at say 6 the
sime evening, It seems that & night run
from Heppoer s impracticable on account
of the bad roads.  We have good roads
here, and the stages can and do run all
night.  The proposed change would give
Canvon people their mail at least eleven
hours guicker, and possibly even more
than that,

Added to this, we understand that Sen-
ator Stiewer has written to parties over
here stating that great dissatistiaction was
manifest in  the present route from
Heppner to Canyon City; that the stage

also

tor o cleven

k.

,man on the line had defaulted, and that

his bondsmen were now operating the
line; that more satisfaction would be giv-
en the service and the people if the Cane
yon mail could be handled trom  Shaniko.
In our judgment also it would.

Ihen take the Arlington-Fossil  mail,
Fossil is 65 miles trom the Columbia,
while it is but 41
Southern at Shantko, and Instead of leav
ing at 7 in the morning and arriving at
Fossil at 8 o'clock in the evening the next
dav after reaching Arlington, it could
leave Biggs at 2 p. m. and arrive at Fossil
at §:30 next morning, o gain of 13 hours
of more.

We think it the “est thing in the world
to get our letters as soon alter they are
written as possible, and in this everybody
will concur,  Take for instance the inte-
rior papers. The Miner, published at
Prairie Citv, is presumably printed on
Friday, and 1t reaches Shaniko the follow-
ing Thursday—nve davs later—and cov-
ers more than joo miles in its travels,
Should the route be changed as we sug-
gest, we would receive that newsy little
sheetl at least three days earlier. Is not
this improvement wurth striving for?—
Shaniko Leader.

(o to Fenner & Wonthington for all
kinds of engineering.
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THE SUMPTER LUMBER COMPANY.

Now is

assured. »

the Time to Build.

DON'T wait till mid-summer or late

in the fall. Commence now before
the rush, while you can get plenty of
material cheap and while mechanics are
not crowded with work. Every season
repeats itself A big rush late in the
season and a lull “in the early spring-
time when the violets bloom."

We have a fine stock of lumber and
we are equipped to get out detail work
for the finest kind of finish. A superior
quality of buildings are what we are
looking for this season, now that the
permanence of the town and country is
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J. B.

STODDARD, Manager.

Bousum & Spalding

CRYSTAL

Company

Free delivery of Pure lce.

Leave orders at office of Columbia Brewing and
Malting Co., next door to MINER office.

Kentucky

SUMPTER BOTTLING WOR

Manufactarers of all kinds of Carbonated Dirinks and Clders.
Chperated in connecthon with the

Liquor House
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

GAGEN & SLOAN, PROPS., = SUMPTER, ORE.

W. S. BOWERS
ABSTRACTS

e\

Real Estate, Loans and Insurance. Mining Patents Obtained

Years of experience in Baker County Records.
No. 2104 Court Street, Baker City; Oregon.

Erwin & Co.

Real Estate
and Mines....

e, Opera House Block

NEILL BUILLING

"“Just around the Corner’’

THE MAZE

Fine Wines, Liquors and Cigars,
SUMPTER, OREGON

NEBERGALL & MOORE
PROPRIETORS,




