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BOUGHT THE BRICK.

Banker Paid $13,600 for $6.80
Worth of Copper.

An Associated press  dispatch dated a1

“-‘I*ilrlrn. Nebrasla, Jine 1y, savs that
William Kerr, president of the Adiams
Coounty Banle, of Hustings, has receved

word from the Depver sint that o *gold"
brick hie had putchiosed 1o
at Leavenworth, Kan., a te

i stranger

N oUdavs o,

for 01,000, is mode of copper. The brick
wis transterred 1o Mr, Kerr by a man
Wi tepresented ddmseit ta be an old
mbridng patboer b Coalbloronia of  Albent
Kerr, a cousin o tile prespdent, Mr,
Kerr on dune 1, 4 npnled Hie <trmger
o Leavewarth whiere the brick, lield by
i Do companon ol the “*minet’ was
drilled. Il simg ", il Ketr hind
issaved in Ka s Oy, wos fobned torny
B2 to the ontie, Mr Ketr returned to
Leavenworthy Jdrew  on s ok tor 814,
O, nnd | wog ool the [u
Whic by e sent te thie b Naitional band
at Dienved

Ihe Denver end ol the  story s s
told by the Fepaldicoam of et oty J s
the ol story ol the il Paaber, L
aftable strancer, the pold ek and  the
iy ol Do 2o mdpe o Mestoo, o whibch

the stranger s owilliog to Tet the anleer
gl docontralling miterest on such Hatters
Minker can
not resist, there s the lost
cousin ot the banker, whose partier the
stranger hd been, and the silent Tndian
through whom the mine was discovered,
Hut the gold brick is the subject of  im-
mediate chiel interest, 1wl be disposed
of at a small cost, because the present
possessors of 1t are o need of cash, ol
are unsoplusticated  prospectors . who Jdo
not know the regalar ways of disposing of
stuch valuables as the traits  of their toils
in the mines,  Then there is the buried
treasure, gaarded by the ignorant but
taithiul lodian,  This is 4 sketch of  the
latest and one of  the boldest gold  brick

ing terms that the rich old

M cunirse,

swindlers ol  kate vears, which was un- |

earthed in Denver,

I'he brick is now in
mint in this city,  1tis about three feet
long, three inches thick and nearly four
inches wide, 1t is pure copper, unsullied
excepl for poorly applied coating of what
is commonly called gold paint. It has
acash value of 86,80, and cost the Ne-
braska banker #$13,600. The brick
reached Denver last Saturday, consigned
to the First National bank, to which
Mr, Kerr sent it 1o have its value
tested.

Mr. Kerr has had the brick in his pos-
session nearly two weeks. it was on
Iecoration day that a stranger approached
the banker with his story of a fabulously
rich mine which he had discovered in
Mexico, The stranger represented that
he was an old time partner of Albert Kerr,
a cousin of the banker, whose absence
for several years had made any word
from him, through whatever source, more
than welcome to the banker, Only a few
days belore a letter had been received,
purporting to be from the long absent

the United States

cousing containing the cheering informa- |

tion that the cousin would soon return to
Hastings.  All this the stranger seemed
1o know, and he talked feeling of the long
veurs that he and Albert had  spent to-
gelhrr. in the mountains of Colorado and

Calitornia, tmally  dntting in to Ol
Mexlco, where they became separated.
Then the stranger had tound the old
Indian, who directed him to a wonderful
rich mine.  The stranger <ame to Hast-

Ings for the purpose of nnding s old
partner and sharing the good luck with |

him,
Bt the wavs of the civilized world had

become strange to him.

For months now
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|
‘his only partner had been the Indian.
Together they had smuggled a large brick
inf the precious metal, which was abund-
ant in the mine, across the Mexican
border. Half of it was for the old time
| partner, Albert, and the other half he
| would share with his Indian friend. But |
| he was ignorant of the mining laws, and |
he was anxious to interest some one who |
"would look atter  their interests in thc‘
mine,

Mr. Kerr was struck with the apppar-
of the stranger, and the
staory  the  banker thought  plausible,

ent sincereity

THE WONDER

GEO. W. WEIGAND,
PROPRIETOR.

GENERAL MERCHANDISE

A complete stock of Dry Goods, Ladies and Men's Furnishings, Boots,

Shoes, Hats and Clothing.
BOURNE, OREGON

THE WONDER,

When e had heard him through  and
stgnitied o willingness, it the representas
were proved, to apen negoliations
t share of the mine, the

OTE
loer 1}1;‘. i._tl.t‘ il

miver let the banker into the secret, that
the gold briclc was hld i the wouds near
Leavenworthy, Kang, and that the lndian
Vi Lhere walo g i,

CASE FURNITURE COMPANY
=0

THE HOME FURNISHERS

Parlor, Dining and Bed Room Purniture in sets or separnte pieces,
Reautitul lipe of Carpete, Linoleum and Mattings,  Come in and let
us explain why vou can save money by buving at home.

We can positively do s,

Opera house Block - Sumpter, Oregon

I the evening the banker told his
Lty thet he hid been suddenly called

vav onk bustiness, and accompanied the
stranger to b eavenwaril,

Aresviog there the next day, May 11,
they walted  antil  miduight, when the
stutnger condudted M, Kerr bevond the
Dmits of the ity and imte the wonds, At
P entranee to dvave  they weie et by

the commmand ol the
e the Jepths of

thie Indiin, who
vivde man pricduced i

the cave the gold brck. Mr. Ketr had
provided  mselt  with o gimlet, with
which he doibled imto the brcks, gathering
up the dust and carrying it away, This he

to Kansas Gity and had as<iaved.
true gold value of

Lonls
he result showed a
L0000 e,
AL that rate the brick was worth some-
(thing more than #18,000, and the  simple
prospector had asked but 213,000 torit,
Moo Kerr at once drew on his bank lor
the sule prive and returned o Leaven-
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¢ Bank of Sumpter j

e
Tranancls o General Banking Business

Drafts drawn on all parts of the world,  Special attention to collections.
Satety Deposit boxes for rent.
SUMPTER, . . = = + +«  OREGON
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worth,  Another midnight visit was lllildr[
to the cave and the exchange was made, |
M. Kerr receiving the brick and  the
stranger pocketing his check.

Ihe miner promised to call at the |
Panker's home and transter him a third
interest in the rich mine, but tailed to show
up, and this aroused the financier's sus-
picion.  The brick was sent to Denver
and the fraud was so palpable that it
[ needed but a cursory glance by practiced
assayers to discover it.  The weight, too,
was a clear exposure of the fraud, for so
lurge a block of gold would be nearly as
heavy again as this lump of copper. An
assay showed the suspicions of the mint
officlals and employes were correct. It
was pure copper, with but a very poor
attempt to conceal its true metal,

Proposed Mining Congress.

General Passenger Agent Hulburt, of
the O. R. & N. has written a letter to the
Baker City Chamber of Commerce, in
which he says:

It seems to be the concensus of op-
inion on the part of the Baker county
mine owners that no effort shouid be
made to secure a meeting of the mining
interests until some time in August, This
strikes me as a little late, but those
familiar with the conditions seem to think
that it is the proper time. | have nothing
from the Chamber of Commerce for some
time, and assume they did not care to
take any action at the present time. It
| was the company's iden that some effort
should be put forth on the part of the peo-
ple of Baker and Sumpter, in order to
| make the occasion one of more than ordi-
| nary interest, but it we find that we are
[ unable to secure any assistance in that
L direction, we will undoubtedly name low
rates for an excursion at a later Jate, and
[1 will favor making two different dates, |
[one from  Portland, up to and including |
Pendleton, and a little later, one from Spo- |
| kane up to and including all points north |
of Pendleton; the later to take in  points |
trom the line of the Spokane Falls &
Northern and if possible will secure l'\'{l
.uhmn rates from points on the Oregon |
\-Imrt Line, including Salt Lake and |
' Butte,” i

Free
Assay.

During the next 3o days every

new subscriber to THE MINER who

pays $2.00 for one vear's subscrip-

tion in advance will be given one

assay for gold of any rock he may

bring in, FREE OF CHARGE

The
Sumpter Miner

Sumpter, Ore.




