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DESTRUCTIVE FIRES.

OVER $25,000 WORTH OF PROPER-
TY BURNED.

Origin of One a Mystery-—The Other Looks
Like the Work of a Fire Bug— Brave,
Successful Fight Made By the Fire De-

partment— Inexhaustible Supply of Water

Insurance In Detail,

Shortly before 12 o'k Friday night
tire swas discovered in the Helleview Jode-
e house, over the Hobson Mercantiie
company's store. It was well onder wiy
when the alaim wias sounded,  The fire
department responded  promptiv, but this
Dublding and the one on elther side, 1. W.
Cox & Co's, saloon on the west, corner
Coenter and Giranite, aod  the  Polter
Duaibdinge om the east, occupied by Addler’s
book and stationery store in the grovnd
floor and offices above, were entirely dess
troved.  The Dirst Bank of  Sumpter
Butlding, across Cenler street, was hodly
damaged by heat, several plate glass
windows belng cracked, the metal corndoe
melted and destroved and the paint blist-
ered and discolored,

Phe <stocks fon all three burned build-
mgs are almost an oeutire loss, 1, |,
Murphev's Insurance apemcy cartled very
much thie Darger portion of the risks, hav:
$1 3,800 of the $17,000, the aguregate, be
shdes €£4.000 an the bink bublding. 1 he
rate i this Dlack s g's cents, and of
cirse, nothing was sored to dls tall
value,  The cotire loss will wmount to
more tuin ¥ 25,000,

Fhe Hobson Mercantile company cartled
10,000 sutance, Syoo0 with o a Las
Gitande apency, Likken out by W, L,
Calder when he osvned the stoch, and not
vel expired; #1000 with the Altas, 21000
i the Gwerman Nmerhoan, $1o00 e the
Boval and 500 b0 te S, nl! represented
by M. Murpbey, 1 hey
spoo0 worth o dry

saved  abont
poods and o the
vellar s abot $r1oo0 worth of Guned
peovods  that 10 1s thouglit is pot sertonsly

damaged, O the turnitore and  ixtures

ol the Idging whiete the e
ned by M, B Molnness,
there was $1000 10 ths Sun. This build-
i s wned by L L Robbins, president
ol the Diest Bank of Sumpter, and 1, W.
Seniber, prestdent o a0 bank at La-
Catiunde, BEowas nsuted for £2300, with
Mustphey: #5000 the Gietinan . American,
Srooo i the Natloral, $500 n the Roval
and S500 10 the Sun,

honse,

arginated, ow

he cotner bullding and sty were
LAY, Cox & Ca, Foavh was
thsured tor s b Whie budlding tor S50
i the Sootlish Union,  tepresented Iy
A Mabin, 8500 b the Sun and the tural
ture and Bxiures for $1.000 In the Sun

wwed by

Murphy again, Some of this statl was
saved from the ames, but all is Jamaged,

I'he Potter building was not  insured.
Carl Adler camied 81,000 1 the Rova!
and $200 In anthet the latter
represented by Maoning Hros,  His stack

was warth several thousand Jollars, and

VIR,

valued at  about thirty
Hammond & Chaonce, bawvers, had their
oilies up o stiars o lost considerable,

As stated Ihe Plhist Bank o
Sumpter budding s considerably damaged
by heat. it bs tully covered by Insur.
ance,  The turniture and heusehoid goods
in the Potter tesidence, only  a few  feet
fiom the burned Polldings, and in the
Austin Block, next to the residetce, were
all removed and, of course, damaged to a
certaln extent, AU this writing (Monday

IS now cents,

ibove,

torenoon) none of the losses have been
adjusted, and no accurate estimates can
be given,

Fhe origin of the tre Is not known.
Several days previous one started in the
same place, but was extinguished, The

landlady was not in town at the time, It
is said that much of the coal oil sold here
for some time past is not of the best,
Too much can not be said of the work
done by the fire department, under the in-
telligent direction of Chief Thornton., A
braver, more persistent hight was never
made—nor rarelv n more successful one.
Ihe tact that the Potter residence was
saved, which is only six or eight feet from
the burned bullding, speaks for itself. It
is a comparatively old frame building, the
lumber in which is as dry as tinder, The
boys stood at this strategle point and
poured o three streams of water continu-
ously tor nearly an hour.

Apparently nearly every body in town
was on Caranite street at the time, and in-
tenise excitement  prevailed.  When  the
lire was at its fiercest, It was  rumaored
among the crowd that the water in the
teservorr was about exhausted, and then
it wirs teared that much of the town would
be destroyed, tor a stiff breeze was  blow-
ing trom the west and live coals were fly-
g in heavy showers,  Hut the flow ol
water never decreased nor the pressure
stackened tor a moment,  Some one went
up to the reservoir and turned on the full
head from the acqueduct and the fire tight-
ers had all the ammunition they could use,
When the waste pipe was closed the water
rose three feet in the reservoir with four
streams plaving wide open. Many and
repeated were the thanks which W, L.,
Vinson recelved tor his enterprise in cons
structing such an excellent witer svstem.

Perbaps an hour and a halt elapsed
from the time the alarm was turned in
il the tire was under control, and the
town was again In gloomy darkness, The
streets tor blicks around  were  strewn
witly div goods, groceries, booles, station-
eiv, wines, liguors and  clgars, fancy
atticles, turniture, wearing apparel and
what not. Clne pile ol rescued treasures,
dumped a0 safe place at the corner ol
Mill and Caranite, especinlly attracted  the
ittention of cutbois bachelors. It was
e kdently from the budoir of some aesthie-
e bdve The articles belonged 1o her
wardrobe, were of dateety shades, adorned
with Lwe and rutiles and pleats and such
trivolivies, but of shapes and patterns and
desipns thut were mysterious 1o the une-
bacle In the
camp conld tigure out what their specilic
uses e bhis world could possibly  be,

Iitated and ne single man

el there was o spitited guessing con-
test on e subject w the carly hours of
the moraing among o lot of the boys who
hadn 't gone hogie, aod on acconmt of the
exoiteipent saw everyvthing double,

A= s alwavs the case, there are o
number of amusiog incidents related in
contection with the genersl escitement
cised by the bires Oute which is tarnish-
g the women lollks no end of amuses
ment, the secret Jdetails of which T
MINER can’t get hold of, pertains 1o the
rescitng ol a live pet I'l'il'l'j.',ll:,; 1o sone
Ldye, by hier especial Davorite,  Ohe lady,
Biv b b a house o hoodred vards away,
is subl to have packed all of her etlects
itter the nre was extinguished, fearing
the tite bug,  Another, when tie alarm
was =otnded, caretully Jressed herselt
from: top o bottom, powdered her e,
tirind ber chewing gum, packed her new
sumer st and hat and sent them 1§ wr
Bl s away s all done with judicial calme-
ness, and then became escited and tore
up evervihing in the house, which was
ot i the shighitest danger,

Th's One Looks Suspicious,

saturday moming about nine o'k
the yvoung man who opens Gagen &
Sloan's Kentucky Liguor house  discover-
ed that building to be on tire, The fire
company was again ¢alled out and soon
subdued the Dames,  This looks as if it
were of fncendiary origin, The tire started
fuily thirty teet away trom any stove or
lnmp, and where no one would have gone
under ordinary drcumstances. It was also
very near where gasoline was stored,
showing that the intention was to make
a quik job,  ONI saturated rags partly
burned are said to have been discoved in
the locality afterwards.  Suspicion points
in no particular direction, but there is
scarcely a doubt but that this nre was the
work of a bug. In this block the in-
surance rate is practively prohibitive and
but a smal amount is carried, ~ There
was some loss, principally from water,
which is wvmé by the small policy.

Fraser &
Chalmers

Chicago

MILLING MACHINERY—Rolls,
Stamps, Crushers, Perforated
Metals, Jigs, Frue Vanners, Ete,

MINING MACHINERY—Roilers,
including Sederholm Boiler, Air

Compressors, Reidler Pumps, Fur-

naces, Ete.  Write to our Chicago

olfice tor Catalogue,

Represented by MENNO UNZICKER, glfgtel Warshauer,

BAKER CITY, OREG

BUTTE E

:ADQUARTERS
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C. B. & M. Co.'s Beer
Best in Town

_—C. B. SCHMIDT

SUMPTER BOTTLING WORKS

Manufacturers of all Kinds of Carbonated Deinks and Clders,
Urperated in connection with the

Kentucky Liquor House
WHOLESALE: AND RETAIL.

GAGEN & SLOAN, PROPS., - SUMPTER, ORE.

- - -

A. C. SHAW

L_umber Co.

A. B. BLOOMER, MANAGER,

‘Rough and Dressed Lumber alwars in stock or sawed
o onder on short nollce.  Cedar shingles  funished
with all orders it desived.,

Orders can be left with D). Coopping,
corner Sumpter and Mill Street, or at
the mill 'x mile east of town, Honanza road

SUMPTER, OR.

Eureka Feed & Livery Company

Jo L. SULLIVAN, Manager,

Horses Boarded by the day or Month, First
class turn-outs and saddle horses. Our spec-
ialty is the quick and safe delivery of freight
and passengers to any and all points,

» HAY AND GRAIN FOR SALE—K

Al




