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They will, indeed. And many a one of those 200 prison-
ers, when moved hereafter to commit some violent crime,
will see rising up before him that dreadful New Year's spec-
tacle, and will be deterred by fear, if not by conscience.

A few years ago R;:blic opinion might not have tolerated
this sort of thing. Now the public is in a sterner mood.
Bitter experience with law-breakers has led to a belief that
“coddling” criminals does not pay. There is no desire to be
unjust or cruel, but there is a strong desire to emphasize
the harsh side of the law rather than the merciful side.

Excessive harshness, of course, is to be avoided no less
than excessive gentleness. As a temporary recreation, how-
ever, from a centimentality which obviously encouraged
criminals to more flagrant defiance of the law, the present
tendency toward severity may have a wholesome result.
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