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. right, eried, all his energy | i “Heold on,” he interrupted. “I elalin
e * p§ | returning to him, “Here goes! We'li| 0 pald day rateson it to lowure fm- | o qonce, You can give no

+ 13 | beat bim out yer” modiate delivery. Buppose the bdy  g.. o0 land In these townships wntl
3 $ e aze ¢ $4 | “You coms back? inquired the Tndy. | ¥100K bo away from home! 'after my business s transacted. 1
12 2 4§ | an poering with a certain anxiety into [  FYUYIhing depended on  Wallaeo 404 reguon to belfeve that this gentle-|
- ® @ | bin companion's eyes. Carpenter, ‘and Thorpe could not but o, o.a myselt are both after the
: ! By STEWART 1§ | “Come back!™ crled Thorpe, *You bet | SOUEAs the chance slender. One other | o000 deseriptions.”

$ ¢ ra ’ T EDWARD & 3% | rour hat t made the night seew Long. | yhetr' shouted Morrison, assuming
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‘X = * drew 1n and stopped. Thorpe, being - gt bt
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E LA L L L L e F L T L It 4 | sot off on o stumbling run toward the | "0 #tationed bimeelf near the ezu‘ The business man was In a white
. b | mill, Where he could look over the pamsen- | Lo e of exel sment. !
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“Harry,” replied Wallnee wobarly, 1
i sorey | ronde you say that, 1 do not
eare for your nute, except, perhapy, to
put It in the articles of partnership,
ond 1T have no concern with your ane
costry, 1 tell you, it i# n favor to let
e In on this deal. 1 don't know any-
thing abont lumbering, but I've got
eycs, I enn wea that bIg tmber stamd-
ing up thick and tall, and | knaw peo
ple make profite In the business”

Thorpe consldered a few moments In

sllonce |
“Wallace,” ho wald gravely at lnst, “1 [

honestly do think that whoever goos |
ey, Of course there's always chinpeon
agninst 1t but 1 am going to do my |
best.” :
gone, s eyes flashed, bis brow |
frowned, the muscles of his clhveks
vontracted under his beard, |
admiration,

“Then you will?™ he aaked tremu- |

Jousty.
#ny that you have been the vietlm of
an adventurer, but the result will
prove them wrong, If | weren't per
it, for I like you, and I know you want
to go into this more out of friendship
for me and because your lmagination is
But 'l accept gladly, aod 'l do my
bost ™

“Hooray™ cried the boy, throwing
up o the first round.”

CHAPTER XI1I
PFTER Whallnee left them "ﬂl
l \ thelr custoinnry ways of life, !
Up to the present Thorpe had |
onjoyed a clear fleld, Now two men |
A tewporary enmp in the woods half a |
mille below the dam. Thorpe soou sat- |
Isfled hlmself that they were pleking

The twe men, of course, did sot both- |
er thomselves with the thmber to lni
tion to that lying farther back, Thorpe |
was cnabled thus to aveld them entire- |
Iy. He shwply trausferred his estlinat-
be met one of the wen, but was fortu- |
pately In a country that lent itself to|
his pose of Luuter.

But one day be beard him. The two
up river men were following carefully
but nolslly the bed of a lttle creek,
#0 he seated Llmself quietly untll they
should have moved on down, One of
thewm shouted to the other, who, crash-
"Howowo, Dyer!" the firft repeated.
“Here's that infernal comer over heorel™

“Yon." assented the other, “coming.” |
ns that of Radway's scaler, ¥lis band
grisped ln o gesture of dlsgust. The |
juan bad slways been obuoxlous to

Two days later bho stumbled on thelr
eamp. He paused In wonder at what
he saw,
penttered in every direction. The fire
had been bastily extingwished with a
bucket of waler, and a frylng pan lay |
thing bad been possible, Thorpe would
have guessed at a basty and unpre-
weditated flight,
lest he be discovered !'l‘un he was
startied by a touch on elvow. it
waus Injun Charley.

“Dey go up river,” be sald,
a0 what de row.”
dition of the Hitle camp,

"Dey look for somethin'” sald he.l
making his hand revolve as though

“I Uink dey see you in de woods,” he |
coneluded, “Dey go camp get "um
boss, Hoss be gone on river trall two

“You're right, Charley,” replied
Thorpe, who had been drawing lils own
concluslons.  “One of thew knows me.
thelr notebooka with the descriptions
of these Rectlons In them. Then they
plled out for the boss, If I know any-
Detroit."

“Wot you do?" asked Injun Charley
curiously,
do; that's dall"

Instantly the Indlan became all ne-
tion,
at u rapld pace for camp,

There, with Incredible deftness, he
packed together nbout twelve pounds

into this deal with me will make mon.
The man's aceustomed aloofness had |
Whallace gazed at bl with fascinated |
“Whallace,” he replied again, “they’il r
fectly sure of this I wouldn't think of
touched than from any business sense,
Lis cap up In the alr. *We'll do ‘em
two men settled ogaln lnto
calne down from ubove and established |
out a route for the logging read.
travoyed, but gave their entire atten- |
Ing to the forest by the'wtream. Once |
not see at all,
Thorpe happened to be on the side hill,
fng through a thicket, did not hear.
Thoppe recoghized the volce instanty
bim.

The packs lay open, their contents
where it bad been overturued. If the |
He was about to withdraw carefully
The Indlan examined rapidly the con-
rummaging and Indicating the packs, |
t'ree hour™ s

They've been looking in thelr packs for
thing at all, the boss 'l make tracks for
“I got to get to Detrolt before they
*You come,” he ordered and set out

of the jurked venison apd a palr
blankets, thrust M!M

i

]

The other be dld’

| mateh safe o Lis pocket and (urhed
engerly 1o the young wnn.
"You come,” lie repented,
Thorpe hastily unearthed his “de
seriptions™ ynd weapped them up, The
Ligllan In sllence roarrnnged the mis
Maced articles In such o wanber s to
relieve the enmp of Its abandoned air
| It was nearly susdown,  Without a
word the two wen strock off into the
| forest, the Indlan In the Jead. Thelr
course wns southenst, bt Thorpe ask
od no gquostions. e followed bllndly
Boou e found that If e did oven that
pdeguately be would linve Nitle ntten
tion left for soythlog elsd, The In
dlan walked with long, swift strides.
Uls knees always slightly bent, even
at the finlsh of the step, his back hol
lowed, his shoulders nud head theas
forward. s galt had a quecr sag In
It up and down o u long curve from
one vise to the otlier, After a time
Thorpe bocume fasclnated In wateling
before him this easy, antiving lepe
hour after hour, without the varlation
of a second’'s froction In speed or an
foch in length,

At first Thorpe followed bim with
comparative ease, but at the end of
three hourds he was compelled to put

forth declded efforts to keep pace. His
walking was no longer mechanien), but
comscious. When it becomen 0 n wan

soon tirew. Therpe resented the ip
equnlitien, the stones, the rools, the
patchies of woft ground which lay In
Lis way. Ie felt dully that they were
pot falr. He could pegotlate the dis
tance, but anything else was a gratul
tous insuit.

Then suddenly be gained his second
wind, Hoe felt better and stronger and
moved freer,

At midoight Injun Charley ealled a
balt. He spread his blanket, legued
on one elbow long enough to eat a strip
of dried meat and fell asleep. Thorpe
imitated his example, Three bLours
later the Indian roused his companion,
and the two set out again,

From 3 o'clock untll § they walked
continually without a pause, without
an lostant's Lreathlng spell, Then
they rested half an bour, ate a littie
venlson and smoked n pipe.

An bour after noon they repeated the
rest, Thorpe rose with a certaln pliys
leal reluctance, The Indian seemed nw
fresh ns when bho started, At sunset
they took ap hour, then forward agalu
by the dim Intermittent light of the
mwoon and stars through thoe ghostly
haunts of forest untll Thorpe thought
he would drop with weariness amd

|

CHAPTER X111

typleal

and general store, To the Intter bo ad-
dreased himself for Information.

ping out the place.
“Does that boat stop here? shouted
Thorpe ncross the suds,
“Sometimes,” replled the man som-
nolently.
“Not alwanm?
“Only when there's freight for her.”
“Doesn’t she stop for passengers?”
u"m-ll‘
“How does she know when there's
freight 1™
“Ob, they signal her from the milL"”
Put Thorpe was gone.
At the mill Thorpe dove for the en-
| glne room. He koew that elsewhers
| the clang of machinery and the burry
| of business would leave scant attention

was mentally Incapable of contemplat
ing more than a bundred steps In ad- |
vance, '
“When 1 get to that square pateh of
lHghit ' quit,” he would say to him-
self nnd struggle palnfully the regulr.
od twenty yards,
__“No, 1 wou't quit bhere,” be would

continue. *I'll wake It that birch,
Then 1I'll Ue down and die”

And so on., To the actual physical
exbaustion of Thorpe's muscles was
added that mmense mental weariness
which pncertaloty of time and distance
infllets on & man. The journey might
lnst a week for all he knew. In the
proscoce of an emergency these men
of nction bad actually not exchanged
a dozen wordsa, The Indian led; Thorpe
followed.

When the balt was called Thorpe
fell luto his blanket too weary ever to
eat, Next morning sharp, shooting
pains, like the stabs of swords, ran
through his groln.

“You come,"” repeated the Indlan,
stolid as ever,

Then the sun was an hour high. The
travelers suddenly ran into a  trall,
which as suddenly dived Into a spruce
thicket, On the other side of it Thorpe
unexpectedly found himself in an ex-
tenslve clearing dotted with the black-
ened stumps of plnes. Athwart the dis-
tance be could percelve the wide blue
horizon of Lake Michigan. He had
erossed the upper peninsula on foot.

“Hoat come by today,” sald Injun
Charley, Indicating the tall stacks of a
mill, “Him no stop. You mak' lim stop
tuke you with him. You get train Mack-

|

he was In old “pepper and salt” gars
ments patched with buckskin, his hat
a flopping travesty on headgear, his
moceusins word' and dirty, his foce

E arrived out of breath at a
little mill town ocon
slsting of the usual unpainted
houses, the saloons, mill, office

The proprietor, still sleepy, was mop-

gern without bing seen, They filed
pant. To two only be could ncecord the
rola of master lumbermen, and in these
two Thorpe recognized Daly and Mor-
rison themselves, They passed within
ten feot of him, talking earnestly to-
gether. At the curb they halled a cab
and drove away. Thorpe with satis
faction beard them call the name of o
hotel,

It was siil]l two bours before the land
ofice would be open.

Thorpe repalred at once to a boarding
house off Fort strect, where be had
“outfitted” three months before. There
be reclaimed bis vallse, shaved, clothed
himseif In lnen and cheviot ones more
snd sauntered slowly to the land office
to awalt its opening.

At 0 o'clock nelther of the partners
had sppeared. 'Thorpe entered the of-
fice and approached the desk,

“Is there a telegram here for Harry
Therpe 7' he Inguired.

The clerk to whom he addressed him-
salf mercly motioned with his head to

moments. :
" Morrison's eye suddealy hoen’o un-
easy

m. .lh somewhat bul'y thh nu'lllnl.
he objected, with & shade of command

[ tnaist on my application being filed
.’ at once!” he crixd, waving his check.
| “I have the money right here o pay
| for every ncre of It, and It 1 know the

lnw the first man to pay takes the
Iand." |

He rlapped the cheéek down om the
rall and hit it n number of times with
the fiat of his bhand. Thorpe mrnnll
and facod him with a steely look in Lis
level eyes, '

“Mr. Morrison,” he sald, “you are;
quite right. The first man who pays,
gets the lapd, but 1 bave won the first
chance to pay. You will kindly -usp'l
one side nntll T finlah my business with
Mr. Smithers here.” !

“l suppose you have the amount ae-|
tually with you,” sald the clerk quite,
respectfully, “because If you have not:
Mr. Morrison's siaim will take prece-|
dence.”

“I would bardly have any business
in a land office if I Aid not know that,” |
replied Thorpe, and began his dicta.
tion of the description as calhmnly

is dewanded he gets his chanee,
Bhe'fl take it. Now go. Don't

“You're Just " tinie?

§E‘

of Mr. Morrison.
“You're just in time,” he sald ln an
undertone, “Never had so clse »
squeak. I suppose you have cash or §

for him: a besides, from engine ward a young fellow behind the rafling though bis inside pocket contained the the door, now in the pext block, now sa
r:vmlbo::‘mhmldbcxu He fu & corner. The latter shifted com- Wm&hhnkhllh far beyond. mulﬂ“m
found, as is often the case in north | FOrIabiy and replied “No." hones had sunk to gers,| 0 the door of the bank when the
country sawmills, & BScotchman fn| At the same instant stops were beard | Arver all, Jooking st the matter die, CIerk’s volce broke ln on him, ,
charge, In the corridor, the door opengxl, and sslonately, why should he expect “Now,” Bmithers was saying, "1l

“Does the boat stop bere this morn- am{.mmn.w_ give you a receipt for the amount and
Ing?” he inquired, with so large s sum? It had beeu| !8ter will send to your address the tith

“Weel,” replied the engineer, with madness. Only the biind confidence of | 960ds of the descriptions.” e
fearful deliberation, “I canpa say. Butl the fghtiig man led him farther into| Carpenter had yet 10 find the proper
I hae recelved na ordérs to that cﬂ‘m." the struggle. official to Identify himself, to certify

“Can't you whistle her In for me?" |. Thorpe's descriptions were contalned the check and return. .Ruhwllz:.
S S in the battered little notebook be had| Toorpe dropped his hands in surrendér,

“I eanna,” answered the engineer carrted with him in the woods. For| Then be saw 'the boy  lay the two
promptly enough this time, f h plece of land first there came the typed lists before his principal, and

Ty AP fownship described by latitode apd| QIly he perceived that the youth,
‘,:l‘:;.:?' na what a body might call cast and west range. After this go llu:ufullz. was holding Mlng

it W towa M.

“No other way out of 7" T a¥hwhas o UF e, etamoned.

— articular district. So 40-17 W~-8| SFAWIRE his hand back as though, tsm

Thorpe wan selzed with an idea. fnnm section 8 of the township on redhbat iron. '

“Here!” he cried. “Seo that bowider | | range 40 north, 17 west. If Thorpe| ' You asked me for & felegrum.” said ¢
over there? I want to ship that to | wished to purchase the whole section the boy stubbornly, as though Uying
::a:tulnuw City by frolght ou this th;:rd?c;.lg,put:nhwm mb:.:uh' :.:;: bimself, _'_'!_lﬁ}lm.vl- e 5

’ 1 ot a e wished to y Bame any “". 2 . Mg
Beote! ' Sasnt poaition it on those Usts T had to ¢opy I thon :
":“:“"°"-hm. bRt b b iﬁ:m“r?u S| of th berer C PN 2

“I'm dootin’ ye hae th' freight bill #0—17—8 weant the southwest forty of “Where “M” noked
from the office,” he objected simply. the northwest quarter of section § in Thorpe breathlesaly. . A

“See bhere,” replied Thorpe, “I") 2 got the township already described. “A fellow came here early and “ﬂ_ i
to set that hoat. It's worth $20 to we, The clerk marked across each square it for you while [ was sweeplog out,”™
and 1'll ‘square ft with the eaptain, of his map as Thorpe read them the| TXDieined the boy, “Baid be had t0
There's your twenty.* | gate and the purehaser's amis» |+ catech a train. It's yours, all vight

The Beotchman deliberated, looking In his notebook Thorpe had of course aln't it s
aslant at the ground aund thougbtfully entered thq briefest description Homsi- “Ob, g’a tzlhd.'lmt &
olling a cylinder with a greasy rag. ble. Now, indicating to the cletk, he He v“ walked un-

“It "Il na be m mafter of life and ancived '“_"_ idea of specifying each certainly to the tall window. He look-

jdeath ¥ be asked bhopefully. “Bhe aye aubdivistod “:l'h.l- gatied jome’ Gme. ed ont at the chimneys. After a mo-
| stops for lfe and death.” 1 4 of huite simple. “Northwest| ™0t he tore open the envelope.

“No," replied Thorpe reluctantly. e::" “"m'gn i., b made o 1t feue| T Dope there's no bad news, wir?
Then, with an explosion: “Yes, by o Godtatitis follows: Nerth- said the clerk, startled at the paleness
beaven, It ! 1€ 1 doo’t make tat | 7' Gotn'noo for a frésh padl of watter.” | SOPRFAte descripty orthwest . conrter. | 2f e face Thorpe turned to the desk.
boat I'll kill you!® Mr, Morrison appeared on the sill wu; q“’:;“m:th::“ wm th. “No,” replied the land Jooker. “Give

The Bootchman chuckled and pockot- Then Thorpe showed the stuff of which ':.::‘ ‘:;.:wnhw-t f‘q.'. .“f ::th me a w There's a certified check
od the money. be was made. atnd i Reriweet Gaant for your money ™ ¢

“I'm dootin’ that's in order.” he re- | “I¥ this the desk for buying govern- | = "o " Tt T to fead (he ; g T M
‘l"i"d- “I'l! be no party to any such ment lands T he asked hm. dl‘lt‘ﬂp in b.‘ %0 scat- -
proceedin’s, 1'm goin' noo for a fresh | “Yes"” replied the clerk, tered thlmh that ' :d“' " 'p' - S ~ - N
pall of watter,” he remarked, pausing bt;zl:g'“ wome descriptions I wish to | = figures nically, bad “l dea (To ba Continned)
at the door, “but as a wee ltem of In.
formation yander's th' wheestle rope, : "\'ﬁ;!w::il." replied the clerk. “What o't“lh: .I m?ln;:: mm':f‘t:

d n wheestles one short and one | towng : . -

o tor (1 boat Thorpe detaied the fguses, wheh be | 0L LEE oo o | e oy skmocket 1 e o .-

Ho disappeared. Thorpe setsed the | kuew by heart Tho clerk thok from & | ... op0d Industricusly, repeating 1878 |"Variobs Sompositiolis packed {n' tubel
cordl A EAve N A Tben e | e el ther ot o e MAIDE | haif volce each description s ik Was{ Folle tglitly ronnd o cydndsical core 75
ran hastily to the end of the long lum- | them and spread them out on the coun- transcribed. The I by which, the, rocket is sx-
ber docks and peored with great eager- | ter. At this moment the bland volee of At length thé task was fnished. It m’ Il: placed in & o8 at the bot-
m-nk in the direction of the black | Mr M:t:l'l;: made Iitself heard at t > to type @Qupiléate| tom. The movement of the' rocket woull
smoke, Tharpe > gy i lar £ 8

The stenmer was as yet concenled be- “Good morning, Mr. Smithers™ It lists of .the descriptions, . Witile, the| beirregular If it were not for the guide

somnolent youth finisbed his task| stick, which 1s made véry light, so that
aind a low spit of land which rau out | Rald with the deliberation of the eon- Thorpe listened for the messenger boy | It does not retard the "w
froin the west fo form onie ide of the | per Y EFINE AR L BRVS B IO G¢ f on the stair. et when the gases ahd '

In oment, however, her b A faint slam was heard outside the| ground 'with' all thell might andosensd >«
barbor. e L ' northern peninsula, :
bows appeared, headed directly down | g og marning Mr. Morrison, Archis, | Tkety old buliding. Hasty steps| the rocket up ialg the alp for all that ity
toward the stralt of Mackinaw, When ey sounded slong the torridor.  The hﬂ.‘ is worth. T4

there, will attend to you. Archie, see the sy’
opposite the little bay, with & grand, what Alr, Morrison wishes.” looker merely stopped the drumming
free swoep she turned and lLeaded di- hmnmmmm thlllwutbom!mo!m

He negotiated briefly with the eap | ., 0" o ) tumed to fumble among lnge Caurpentar walked quickly to him, 3
privilege of landing at Mackinaw City! od; he appromched Smithers. A whis to greet his partner. The boy had tit i ’
Then he slept for elght hours on end thelr ~ewmpact afte Giak it v Y.

& small boat, which deposited on | _ . breathlesaly, again, have poclabliole,,
the broad sand beach of the lower pen- | * “Take a seat, My, Morrison. This| ~ “Sure!” answered Thorpe beartily the
lnsula, gentioman s lookigg over these tows-| “Got ‘em in good shape™ pro-

The traln was just lelsurely making | ships apd will have finished in a few| At the same time be was drawing the -r*'“ ’
up for departure, dressed as o : 3 youth beyond the vigllant watchfyulness | -

Inaw City tonight. Dose men, dey on bealdedm:lﬂ ‘bronsed, t::;:. un‘nuh in his voice. : = certified check. That's; all thay'll take ::w. Mild. whatever has become of
dat train" as possible to avold atten le sent | “IP this "— suggested hare." i - | the B vl e it o %

Thorpe galeulated rapldly., The em-| an lustant telegram to Wallace Carpen- u,_? p. : "*h{t_dcm mean? asked Carpen w m‘nﬁvr
emy would require even with thelr | ter conceived aa follows: _ #otry," put tn Thorpe, with ter blankly. jou left it u'bit and
teams a day to cover the thirty miles to| Wire thirty thousand my order care land -“"r. tlme, too, is valuable." “No,* repeated Thorpe in ‘Bis | Gidn't talk mnchy a0 the cook aud 1 put
the fishing village of ‘Munisiug, 'Whence ) ofice, Detrolt, before § o'clock tomorrow | Morrison at him ly. a7 tepeated Thiorpe turn, | it out of its misery, poor thing, amd §

e me Do It It you Bave to rustle all | “AMy doil 18 a blg one” he snapped.| 'Whatcun we dow * | had it stuffed for my new 'at.—Judy.
::: stuge ran each morning to Beney, "“""'{m.m i babl ith. this gen- | | “Can you get your chock certified TN - Vs
hore ratlroad. 116, Thorpe on foot and | ThéN he took & seat fa tbe el to let bim bavg bis farm.” | bee pegrat hand?” o I |
three hours behind, could never have|C4¥ OR A pile of boxes and philosop “I clnim Thorpe! o X" i d g
caught the stagé. Dut from Seney only | 1411y walted for the traln fo start. e | catuily, . o ) o o g AL L E‘;?...
. _ | knew that sooner or later man, pros T " Y : ve L

hoct ot Mackinaw Clty with tho sien. | Y1ded b6 wero on the trdin, would stroll | vz sel) yeu. Buciimece’ Tl ey, Eat | theve finishes ticking that machine—nof
gan Central, and o that one traln, due | 1U1OUED the car, and be wanted to b6 |y op descriptions and a check with | ® #cond W « b
to leave this very morning, the m‘" out of the way. The bagguge maun | von  Give me & recelpt and my | “Can't you get them to walt a few "
man was :ﬂh ¢ IIII. “Pt' ﬁ" proved friendly, so Thorpe chatted Ildl off after yow've DuSLeq With minutes "
b m‘"" e Mokt ""c:’“ ¢ Lwith him till after bedtime. Then he | this gentleman. '8 | .. *Wallace,” sald Thorpe, “do you see
o‘u;c“ ul v:h:t ‘:c naw lt: lth: entered the wmoking cur add waited | Now, government and state lands ape| hat White whiskered ol lynx In the |
would bo foreed to walt uath & Lo (b, | patiently for morning. the property of the man Who pays for | TS Mortisen; :
e m“”".‘u‘:f"" At tho laxt thou _t_wujw, ough the" clerk’s redelpt| WADts to get our
w n.vu.m.a e - — e ¢ put give YAlUd clagp, | Plack down the cashy




