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THE MOCKER
One Mere roma (0 my resemenl shontingl
Ravadly 1iliing & mistland stnve,
Marrily Pewrtmg and mudly Bouiing,
Making & wwnh o'6r (e puimmer’s Frove

et 1 s Bl s et b llow
Clrd ol dor whom | held smont dear,
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Winter the willbnl, the wi! bt figuer,
Winter whe Blightod my fole vae's breatly,
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wd Vnten feolland I8 Cullers Wawllp,
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1o the old daye of the overinnd trall,
the pony express amd the lumbering
slagecoach stange wiations Lad been
vrocted ot a distance of 15 miles apart
thiroughout the length of the w bhole traill,
After the Orst 30 wiles from the Mis
sourl river oo coach was safe from at
tack uotll it reached San Frauciseo, It
wus & inlsnomer to sny the statlous
were “erected”  Most of thein were
dugouts—that Is, 8 bole or collar four
or five feet dewp was dug and theu
coversd with siabe of tlmber to sup
port two feet of dirt. The sinbles were
mnde 1o the saine way, while the hay
was stacked. There was gvoerally an
underground pamage eading from the
house to the stubles  llouse and sta
Liles were loopholed for ritles, the doors
constructed of tmber or coversd with
boller fron, aod there was pot obe of
them which was sot aftacked & dosen
thes over. The lodinos could not use
fire as & weapon, nor could they earry
n statlon by assault, but they captured
wany of thew by trickery or slege. In
po case was the Hife of & company em-
ployee ever sparvd.  The distance be-
tween siatlons, with the feeble gnrri-
sob inalotalued st each, prevented any
hope of rellefl In case of attack, Indecd
tue orders were: “Defend your owu
station, Only the last man alive Ia 1o

|break through the Indlans If he can™

Never wore greater bardihood aml
bravery exhibited than by The men s
leeted te drive the esnches § Koowlug
whal the risks were, It seems strangy
that any passengers could have bwen
found to AL them, but In the last Twe
yoars preceding the opening of the I'a
eifle road the coaches averagoed Hve
passcngers eaeh way, and mauy of
these were woiwts, At & few polots on
the long roote a guard rode for a few

lmiles with the coaches, but for most
of the distance the driver and passci
gors must iake care of thewmselves
There was bardly n week without Its
tragedy, As the stage tolled through
the heavy saod of sowe strip of Jdesert
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or wet severnl milles of stony sund up
hill ¢l & band of a bundred yelling
warrlors would suddenly appenr. The
Ariver wust Ggtit ns well as gulde Lis
exelted tesu.  The passengers flred
from the open doors, and If the nttack
was beaten off 1t was & cuse of luck. It
wis when the Overland company finnl
Iy appeabed to the governmeul o clear
s route through Kausas that Geoernl
Custer was sent out with a brignde of
troopers.  Fourteen stations had been
sttacked and wiped out, amd stages
had cvaned to run over a distance of
alost 200 milea  Custer coula ol
hope to strike a telllng blow agalis
the hiordes lu the Beld, but b lald his

plans to open the route ami drive the
Judinns back from 1L As we followed
the teall to the west we plekad up siae

tion after statlon showing grewsome
sighta. 1o each and every cuse & stout
defense hmd beon made, but the Indl
aus had prevalled, Kogs of powiler
had boen used to blow open the doors
or toar out the roofs, and vven though
the warriors had lost ten o one they
had destroyed the station.  Durnlog
1 was » relay station, with elght
wel to guard it asd eare for the extm
horses.  The last stage from the east
Lsd vome o after a race of Bve milles
with the driver and three mnle pussen:
gers  woundod-some of  them twice
and throe thimes. 1L was one of the lar-
gust and most defensible statlons on
the route, and there was ho thought
of nuxthing but beating the ludinus
off, no mntier what thelr foree.
Custer's whole commam)  witoessed
the nrrival of the last stage from the
west, the last for severnl woeks, From
a hilltop theee miles from the tmll
with Impassable gullles between, we
maw the conch eoine up the trall with
100 Indinns pursuing . 11 was a rab-
niug Aght, which aroussl every man
to the highest plteh of exeftvment, but
we were helpless to extend all
Turough the clear alr of n wuimmer's
aferugon we saw the winge Lorses

| st down uud the eounch overtuken,
| The passcugers made s brave dght to

the lust, but not one of thewm vscapl
It was pight before we bhnd made our
detour and reached the atntlon, md
the Indians had departsd long before
They bhad eaptured the station Iwe
hours before they attacked the stage
It bad Leld out agninst theur for three
dnys, aod It was pot antil 40 ludlans
bad been killed or woutkled that they
got posscesion of It by digging uuder
the walls nnd uslog o keg of powder,
If Bursing N bad falled 1o hold
oul, bow would It e with Pawaee
Fiat, the vext station to the west, awl
with White Horse, the pext after that?

The Best wis o four man statlon and = question, aod |
Ax we  Olrect nuswer,

through the olght aer A [TTh g

the oext & relay with vlght,
rodle awny

foared. Over 200 Indiats bad swarm-
el down out of the Lille nt daybreak
the moeruing before, and, though they
had bowt & seore of moen, the dugout
had beon emrvied Ly assault and its
defendere butchered, We walied bhere
half an hour to glve the poor corpace
puriel aad then pushed on tloward
White Horse, It was pot antil we got
within twe milos of the siatlon that
our fears were relleved,
heard the reports of rifles and knew
that the place was still hokling out,

The station was situnted about mhd- |

way of a long. bare hill. To the west
of It was a eoulos, or dry mvioe, with
banks 20 feet bigh. We had with us a
rouple of scouts who ksew every rod
#f the overlapd tralk and when within
& mile of the station these wgn were
petit forwanrd to spy out the sliuation.
They returncd after awhile to report
that Bpotied Horse and about 150 of
s “dog soldiers,” as the Cheyenoes
were onlled, were laying siege to the
sintlon and had evidently occupled the
ground for two or three days. The
ground arcund the dugout was so open
that the Indisns dared pot “rush™ the
placy, nor was there auy show to use
n keg of powder without reckless ex-
posure.  With thelr allles holding the
trall to the vast, the Clieyennes had sn-
tered ppon a slege lo hopes to starve
the employees out. Thelr war ponles
and most of the bapd were lylog up I
the dry mvioe for the night. This m-
vive had po opening to the south and
wan therofore a cul de sac,

The Orst sigus of daws were In the
aky when weo saddied op, wounted, and
the whole of us pusbed forward, led
by the scouln, for the mouth of the m-
vinee We had the Bpeucer carbines,
ench with a full magazine, and as We

got the order to charge ench man be- |

gun shootlng. When a carbioe was
wvlapty, It wus thrown away aml a re
volver used o its place. When the re-
volver was viupty, It was cast aalde for
the saber, Estended from baok to
bank, we rovept ap the raviee, and we
had pothlug to do bt kL Taken LY
surprise, the Cheyennes thought only
of gettiug awny, We bad searcely got
to work when the elght et who hiad
been coopesdd up lu the dugout sallied
out to take & hawd tn, and It was made
the maddest suurise the Cheyenne tribe
had ever sovt. Not & pony could o
cape out of that trap.  Numbers of the
warriors sernmbled up the banks and
got safely away, but uearly every obe
Jeft s wenpons bebind. The fight did
uot last above 30 milnutes, aod our loss
was ouly three men woundaed,

Down lu that mviee we harvested 78
dead Indione, apd on the bapks above
the stage men counted up 22 more. We

got upward of & bund rides, about
M pistols. 137 posiles cad it wagon load
of wiscellaneous stufl. Fvery lodino

Iying there was a dend one. Custer
Lnd sald, “Shoot to k!L™ and there
wery po wounded or prisopers. Among
the killed were Spotted Lorse, Big
Moon and White Bird, and that dght
Lroke the backbope of the Clieyenne
pation, Thelr part In the war was to
capture all the statious west of Durns
tng 1101, but they Lnd only taken Paw-
nee Fiat, They pever rode to war
agals. Withis & week they were su-
g for peace, and they were the frst
to be guthersd on a reservation.

Laurel Crewnas,

The lnurel crown usesd o decorate
the brow of the victor s the old
Uiymplan games or the head of sone
triumpbant geoneral was composed of
Lay leaves, The bay s Laurus nobllis,
amd thus the wreath or crown bas
vt enlled laurel or bay, according
to the whlm of the writer. The Loy
was consldersd by the anclents to be
sn antidole agalost polson aml a we-
curlty agalust Ngbtulng. s leaves
were used to provide a pleasing lu-
ecnse, and 0 spray of hay was carrhsd
I the garments of all superstitious
persous as a guard agniust all dopgers

It s Interedting to pote how  the
murel or bay has passed dowo to these
wore prosale thoes.  The beads ou
mednls, colns, ete, are almost always
crowted with luurel  Then we have
s povt laumvate, of the post crowned
with laurel-thnt Is to say, the clivt
poct of the times,  Agaln, the title of
tachwlor, won by exceptiounl skill In
econiwetion with art or sclvnce, tnkes
us bwck 1o the middle ages, when
young Jdoctors were erowned  with
Innrvl and recelvedd the title of baeeca
urel = Lomlon Gandener's Magazioe,

Happiness,

1 was roovitly party o a

oo of the matiire of happlness Arose,
and o certnin wise hesd present was
nekedd 1o detine i, Tl reply was so

satisfuciony that | rust you will allow
wie to repwent It for the beneiit of those
tnterestad

“Ie sabd: ‘Happloess Is A state of
mind=more active than contentuent,
fws provouieed it more ablding than
Joy fulness;  whose principal and pee
nEaneng sonre 180 A tempersnent dis
posed to ke the best of what Isg
w bose Yonmesliate ovcasion B In o eon
welowsivss whieh, pleased with  the
preseit, s without seate gt or ue
due ﬂ;-ph‘ht'llultnll.'

SWhat bwetter definition could one
have than thisY = New Yurk SBun,

The Dust iy Conld Do,

MMy, Ialoe” says the Washington
correspondent of The Chlengo Itecord,
wased to tell n story of au eecentrie o
dividual In Malpe who was never
kuown lo express an oplnlon on any
subject, Belpg called as & witness
A& lwsult 1o westify concerning the repr
utnthon of the defendant, the lawyers
o hoth sldes falled to obitnin o direct
puswer 1o any of thelr questions and
dunlly appealed o the court,

Regarding the man steruly, the judge
sald In his wost lmpressive  tones:

]"wllnun. I am golng o ask you o

wial had the slightest hop for Paw- |

pew, though we kuew It woull have

winnt you to glve me n
In the defendant a good

“"Phein that lkes bim says be I8
them that don't ways be aln'y’ was the

novn defended s long as oue of the | reply”

Then we |

discus. |
sl wa bl o ductor, “where the ques |
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A Turnat Plowing

Ths Doy Dida" Liko the Work, but
Rujoyed Lhe Atondant Bport.

ﬂlr:m.

“Do you really want to try your hand
at the plow ™ was Uncle Tom's remark
after Lreakfast was over.

“I'd like to see If 1 could,” sald the
boy, “even If | get sick of it before
night.”

“All right” was his uocle's roply.
“But you can't earry the gun with you,
The mules would stampede.”

| *Why, what would there be to
shioot T sald Aunt Fanny.

“Oh, there's biackbirds and kildees
by the barrel” sald Uncle Tom.

| *I'll take my bean shooter,” sald the
boy, “and get evough birds for & potple
by night”
Bo. wilh & pocketful of bukabot and
his rulber weapon, be was ready for
the fray. The farm was voe of 240
acres. It was rolllag eountry and
fonced In by the wed fashiloved barbicss
wire fences. The soll was dark loam
and easlly worked. There was sand
enough so that a plow would scour
tairly well, and there were bo rocks
The boy had watched his uncle plow
the day before, and 1t did pot seemn
very hard work. 8o, with a Bght plow
and the old team, he started In with
conslderable confidence. The relus
were crossed over his shoulder and un-
der his arm, and the novelty of the job
appealed to his curtosity. Ile grasped
the handles and started the team with
an assuring “Git up™ Llis lnstructions
were not to hold the plowshare too
.M i the soll or he would be holsted
tuto the alr by the combination of the
‘Mnes around him and the leverage of
::nﬂh’.mmmthlﬂl
yards he
' most on top S m:?-
Then be remembered that this wns
pot plowing. and be “biisted™ up the
haundles and dug Into the bowels of the
earth. It was & loag pull and & strong
pall and & pull all together as be, ro-
mwembered it afterward, and it endad
| by his belng alnng over the tops of the
plow havdles and deposited 1o the dirt.
The plow had beow turned upside down
in the furrow, and bhis hat had been
scraped off by the lnes. The near
mule beamed on bim pityingly, and his
| back felt an If part of It had been pull-
o out and thrown away. Then he ree-
| ollected abput not digging 1o oo deep.
S0 be braced himself and took bold of
the plow handies again. A long stretch
of comparatively level ground asslsted
bis efforta, and all went well for somne
time. It wns & vast and awful dis
tance across (he fleld for the firet fur-
row, and his uncle was A ere speck
at the other end. When he got to the
¢end of the furrow, he found the wire
feuce, and beyond was a llmitless ex-
panse of rolliug prairle stretching
down to the timber line of the Tarkle
river, Outside of the fence were sev-
eral furrows, which, his uncle bad ex-
plalned, were to keep the pralrie Ores
from coming un and burnlog the fonce
poats,
lle turped the mules and started
back on the plowing. The loose loam
broke under hils bare foot, and the fur-
row crumbled down and arched ahead
of the plow like the back of an angey
bog. There wna & stenm, Nght, misty,
slnost impalpable, that rose up from
the cloven hide of the old brown carth.
Far lu the west & baok of white clonds
lay furled In the Llue skios e beld
| the plow more steadlly now, and when

the share begnn to slnk too deep he
| ecased It up without jerking the polnt
| free from the furrow.

The turning polnt was reachod agaln,
and agatu he halted. From the Uoe of
cottonwoods that Nauked ope side of
the ekl came down & troop of black-

birds, clacking and goasiping, la thelr |

guest for grube, bugs and angleworms,
First o slze and lmportance were the
gorgeous  purple grackles, or crow
blackbirds. They were the avtocrats of
the Llackbird tribe amd woest lnportant
and busy when engaged oo foragiug
expeditions such as these, They were
followed by the more sober hued cow
blackbirds In great numbers, anl os
the team drew awny aud the furrow's
line lengthensd out the sconts of the
expedition eame n close to the plow.
The boy had already got his bean
phooter withln casy reach, nnd ns the
Lirds lined alobg the furrow he stopped
the mules,

The nonrest hlackbird was a big pur
ple grackle, The boy drew the rubbers
back, a bullet flow as the ruhber bands
suapped, and the blackbind doubled up
in the furrow with a bullet In his
breast, Putting o another bullet, the
boy took another shot at the next bind,
whlch bad pot notleed the almost
pnolselers effect of the shot.  Falr amd
true the second bullet went to Ite
mark, aofl a second hiackbied dropped
to the shol. Gaing back, the boy plek-
el up the two birds, and the reat weat
tered baek along the furrow. Putting
the lines across and under, he stnrted
along the furrow agnin.  Again the
birds drow up. and again he got two
shots ot them, petting one bird and
Just grazlug another, When he got to
the oppostite end of the Geld, be found

l-wnl-bml

sloag sl %

8 couple of Inquiaitive kildees rummag-
ing about and winged ote of ihemn
with his dret shet. A long chase over
the drying furrews of the previeus
day’'s plowing secured the bird,
Golng Lack be bad sovernl more
shots at the blackbirds, which scetied
| to grow bolder and bungrier as the
day advanced., e wseldom misscd
| them and In une Instance killed two at
! one abot, the bullet wtriking one Lird &
| glancing blow on the neck nud winglog
8 second Lird In the buneh.

The plowlug grew woere and more
| tedious as the day lengtboned out, and
| the boy was never bungrier in L life.

e bad brought his dinoer along, with

a bottle of milk to wash It down, and

bie could tell pretty well from (e sun

when noontlue came. From Lis line

of furrows he could see his uncie toll-
_lug across and back, never stupplog for

anything, a brown figure fn the brown
stretches of upturned earth,

He made up his mind that plowing
was desperalely monotonous work and
that to plow & siraight forrow was
soinething that only rame from long
| practice. 1le had & stake stuck up for

his benofit at each end of the fleld, but

his plow elther wabbled or the mules

“wee-wawed” frightfully, for before

nooutite came be found K wecessary

to lift the plow up and gash down cer-
" talo inlets and estuaries of land which
Lhad not been eut on account of the per-
versity of the furrows. By the time
the sun had swung ioto loe for about
1230 be Lad come to the conclusion
that all & boy necded to plow well with
was a palr of lron jfegs and a kooewl-
edge of hosv 1o draw a furrow stralght.
Ile unbittched the tenm with some diM-

culty and gave them a teod of oats on |

the botiom of the saick. Then be got
out Lls owy dinner of bread and Lut-
ter, meat and pickles, and fell on It
Nke & Camished coyote, [le was very
tired. The dirt had got Into his fnger
nalls, crept Into his curly browa halr,
griwed his veck, fllled bly vars and em-
bittered his Loylah soul. Llis euriosity
was thorouglly satisfled. e bad be
come satiated with the exercise; be
wanied to hunt

However. be remembersd that N
would be eowardly to glive up until
night. 8o he started In to Liteh up the
mules agaln after mking n decent rest.

| WOrma," curne [ 8

the boy only tock a aliot now and then.
e was doggedly, sullenly, sllently
plugging alvag In the furraw, with the

sand gritting betweon his teeth. e
. wooldn't ofor to plow again for Uncle

Tom. Uncle Tom knew what he was

talking about when he sald it was
' hard work and dirty work until you

got used to it. Well, be dida't want to
get used to It that was all, What was
that wtory about eels getting used to
belng akinned? Whoa, Jiuny: back,
you old yellow erate, you!
| At sundown and pot uotil be saw
Uocle Tom turn for the bouse did the
Loy give over. Hut he hal scen the
error of his way. PMlowing wasa't what
it was cracked up to be. There were
too many sand burs and roots and
erooked furrows and dirt and wreach-
es and backaches about It. There was
too muech work about it. Why, when
you saw a man who was used to it you
“gould belleve that he might strap him-
sell to a plow and go to sleep on the
Job. DBut for & new Leginner at the
business 1t was like Jorndan, “a bard
road to travel”

Uncle Tom siniled at the grimy, dus
ty Ogure of his nephew as he met bln
at the house, *“llow'd you ke the
plowing ¥ be loquired quizstenlly.

The boy took ploe blackbirds and
three kildecs from his pockots and,
bolding thew up, sald, “1 like that part,
of It Uncle Tom, and nll the rest I
didu't like worth a cent"—Chicago
Record.

. Why His Cont Was Unbuttensd,
| The thermoweter stood nt 10 degrees
above zero.
fle bad on an overcoat, undercoat
. and & vest. 1lls other garments cut
o lov hero.

Although 1y wind blew a Greenland
gule. hils overcoat and undercoat were
both unbuttoued and fapped Uke the
sills of & schooner set wing nod wiong.

Why did bhe not button his coats on
this plercing day?

Because be was the Man With a

By leaving bis conts unbuttoned Peo-
+ ple could see that on bhis vest was dis-
! played his vested right to wear &
| Badge, and who ever saw a was with
such autbority, when off duty, who
didu't display ot loast the rim of hia
Balge?
No one, because power I8 sweet o us
all, from the President to the Poasant.
~—Washington Star.

Proper Bathlug,

Every person, old or young, sick or
well, ought to bhave u dally bath. Lo
wedintely after arlsing o the mornlng
s the best thme. A quart of water aud
& bowl—there ought to be two—Is all
that Is necessary. The water need not
' be cold or hot; from TO to KO degrees n
| preferable. The young and the very
| vigorous can safely Indulge lu much
colder water.

Iot the bath be taken rapidly, occh-
pyiug from twe to five minutes. Slm-
ply wet the entire person with water,
dry this off with ooe towel, then rub
the surface briskly with a dry, coarse
towel, Then dress rapldly; then exer
clae until there I8 a full, free action In
the clrculation and warmth.

| I';-'
2T

A Costa Hican Waender, ‘“"""3'*

“Tbe National thester, at San Jows, |
Conta Illen, Is & wonder,” sahl o genties y
man who has recently returbed >
that elty, “In polot of besuty It eenld o o
to stand third awong hovess of e
kind in the workl It cost 85,000,000 -'g .
to erect, and the work of conatroction
occupled mwany years. The design " ""
lows the Grand Opera Hovse of RE 7
In a general way, slthongh of | RN
the bullding s very much smaller,
the matertal s white marble and
fan onys  The mals eutranee
tnd foyern sontain some soperl
of statuary, amd the decoratlons
done by Buropean artisis of reputs:
tion.

“When o visitor sces It for the i
time, standing o the widet of a
gling Witle Ceutral American
with & suburbap Jdwile of w

opera compatty bLired by the
ment In France or ltaly for & brief
0D every year. .

“It s an Interesting foct that
Central American eaplials

by the goverument. The
presidents Lave found it good poliey
to amuse the people. It taken the
place of public lmprovemeuis, - New
Urleana Times Demmocrat,
E The Nurglary’ Tervor.
A burgiar, well known o the polios

of the larger cities, who was recently,

alarm or detective.
“Guns be Llowod ™ sald be, “I'm dead
willln to take a chaoce wid a fiy

of
| *There friends !
there, and they're Just a-goin %o gN
you out or kuow the roasoy |
|Mmm“ Iy cko
8-goin you 3
ﬂ“ﬂ“*'ﬂ-g "",,,‘ o
‘mumm ole.
as you ki 1 N
e e v 1t 8 B
peltber™—New Yok Mall and B
F“!- L

e Got the Gun,
| Beveral yests ago Colooel Jack Ching
vislted Texas Ile brought with him
& pegro valet, Sane. This negro had
been a slave o the Chinn family be-
ore the war began lu the states and
Molized bils young master. Oue night
while In Houston the darky came to
Chinn and sald:
“Massa Juck, I'ze goln out in eullud
socicty heah tonight, an I'd like to bor
row dat Ivory handied six shooter of
yours to take along.”
“Why, you bLiack rascal” returned
the , “some of these Houston
coots will take that gun away from
you and break It over your head!™
The darky straightened up. Like his
waster, he wos & wan of unguostioned
perve, and there was a pecullar glitter
in bils eye as be sald;
“Massa Jack, you let me hab dat
an If | dou't show up heab wid in
de mawuln you can go down to de
worgue an throw down de sheet am
sy, ‘Lawd, don't ke look nacherit® *
Colonel Chilnn's body servant waa
that plght armed In & manner that e
titled blm to move In the best clreles
of Afro-American soclety o Flouston, -
Dallas News.
It s an wueiplaloed facf that ghow-
worms are much ware brilliant just
fore an approachlug stofte
other time,

-

Night aml day, until the =t

entirely exhausted, and that

word " Consumplion™ to be whis
pered among friemda t'n 4 cotnmon
story, familiar to the people of every
Iuw_;: and \r{"lf(l. which o

There's another story | llw;

be as widely known ss the “K- dis-

ensc, amed that ls the

of curee
effected by the uﬁdm{l‘&’lm

e e
O e e oy e
o e o eV
| il b S

wiles

| funr could Nft @ gun, We reachied It
o about Al o'clock, It was as we Lad
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