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COLONEL, (DARITCH, V..

By H. RIDTR HASGARD,

CHAPTER XXXIX
MUT NOT TO ARDL

Harold glanced st the clock —t was nearly
1 1o the morning —time to go to bed if e was
golng. Dut be did not feel inclined to go to
bod. If he dikl, with this grest diseovery on
hin miiod, be should not sleep. There was
apotber thing, I was Christinmas eve, o
rather Christmas day. the day of 1da's an.
swer, I any suceor was to be given atall
It must be gives atl once, before the fortres
bad capitulated Once let thwe engagement
be revewel, and even f thw money sbould
subsequiently be forbeoming, the difficulties
wouhl be doubled  Bot there; be was build
Ing bis Lopes upon sand and be knew it
Even suppoxing that be beld in bis band the
key to the Lurial place of the long lost treas
urm, who know whetber 12 wonld still be there,
or whother rumor ind wot ersormously added
toits proportions!  He was allowing his bopes
and his imngination to earry bim away.

Bl be conld not sleegs, and be bad & mind
to sewe if anytling could be made of it Go
ing to the gun room, be put oha pale of
shooting bouts, et okl cont and on ubster
Next be provided Glmsel! with adark lantern
end the Key of the sumimwr bowro at the top
of PDead Man's Mount, and slently unlocking

ihe Uack door, started ont into the garden,
The night was very rough, for the great gala
was now rising fast, and bitterly cold, so ecold
it ke besitated for a moment belore mak-
ing up his mind to go on.  However, e did
Ev on, and i another too minugtes was
siimbiug the steepsides of the great tumodus
Towre wis n wan moor in the coli sky—the
wind whisths]l wust dreanly through the
anked boughse of the mk=, which
groaned o answeor like things in pain  Har
Al was wot a nervy Impressionable
man, Lul the place lud a spectral look about
it el e comthd tot pruinking of the evil
vt ithad Lorpe for all 1 RS
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» kind of grave. Hao itz foran
hour now, and was gt very Lired Cold
on b was, Lho perspieation poured from him
As be paused for breath Le beanid the church
elook strilie two, and very solemnly it scund.
e down the wild waxe of the wind twrn
winter nigit. He dug on n lttle mory, and
then seriouly thouglit of giving up what be
was somewhbat ashamed of Laving under
tkost,  How was bie to aeeount for Uils preat
bols to ks geodener on the follow g 1morn
Iugl! Then ai® there Lo tnade up his nind
that be would bot account for ik The
gardener, b conmon with the vest of the vil-
lage, belleved that Ihe place win baunted
Lot bilon st ddown the Lole tolle o pou s gmnd
their spiritual activity

Bl bedug on at bis grave for a littls
louger. It was by now Lecaming o matter of
esveeding lubor to throw t(ho shovelfuls of
soll elwar of the Lole,  Then he determinmd to
slup, sod with this view seraniblod, pot with
out difioulty, out of the amabour Lol
Ouee out, his eyes fell ou a slout | op crow-
bor whbich was standing awmons the other
tooks, such an bmplesnent as is ussl o ouke
bobes Ly Lhe earth wherein to st hirdles and
stakes, aud it oocurted (o b that ik would
e Lo n L bdea Lo drive s crowbar iuto
the bottom of the grave whdeh be bad dug,
I urder to sscertaiu If Lhere was anyihing
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withio his reach. Accordingly he once more
descwnded Into the hole and began to work
with the ivom erow, driving It down with all
Lis streneth.  When he had got it almost as
deep nn It would go, that fs about three fest,
it struck something—something hard —thero
was no doubt of I He worked away in
great exciteivont, widening the hole as wuch

ns he could

Yoeu, It was masonry, or (f It was not

masonsy, It was sumething vocommonly like
it He drew the erow onit of the bole, and,
weizing the shovel, commenced to dig again
wilh renewad vigor, As Do could no lobger
convenlontly throw the soil from the bole be
ook a “skep™ or leaf Daskot, which lny bandy,
aml placing it beside hiny, put as much of the
sindy  soll ps e cou)d 0L into it and then
HPesl & and shot Tt on the alge of the pit
For thivequarters of an hout he labored thus
awst ianfully, il ot last be came down to

the stone work.  [leclearsd a pated of it and
exanitned it attentively by the light of the
dark lantern. It appearad to be rubble work,
built fn the form of an arch  He struek it
with the iron erow and it gave lack & bollow
sogmd. There was & eavity of soupne sort un
derpeath,

His exciternent and carioity redoubled
By great efforts be widenal the spot of stone
work already la'd baree  Luckily, thwe soll, or
miber samd, was so friable Lbat thore was
very litthe exettion required to hosen it This
done, e ook the tron crow, and Tnsseting it
benesth a looee flat stone levered it ap. This
was a begioning, and, having got rid of “ the
large fint stooe, bestruck down agnin and
agnin with all his strength, driviug the sharp
point of the heavy erow loto the rubble work
beoeathe It began to give=he could henr
bitx of 1§ falling into the cavity below. Thore
It went with a crash, more than a sguare foet
of it

He leanes] over the bole st his leel, de
voutly bopdng that the groand on which be
was standing would not give way also, amd
trivd to ook duwn pext seoutid be
threw his hond buck, coughing and gasping
The [ Ir rushing up from the oavity or
chamber, or whatever ¢ was bad half
possoned bim Bon, ot without diffealty
ke climbed out of the grave, and sat down
on the pile of sand be bad turown an Clear!y
e manast et Lo air tn the place swesten a lit
tla Clearly, also, bo must have sasfatunce if

descend ioto the great bole. He
% undertake that by himnsself,
sab there upon the odge of the pit,
who thare was be could trust. Not
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He threw on bis coat, extinguished the

irge stabie jantern, and baving passed out

the door of the summer bouse, and
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A circular gust of more

al flercsness had twisted the top|
rigut out of the great tree, and down it cam.

upots the turf with a rending, crashing sour
that made bis blood turn cold, After this
© » be avolded the neiglborbood of the
ng trees

George lived in a neat little farm house
about a quarter of a away., There wa
n short cut to it across the felds, and this be |
tock, breathlessly fighting his way against
the gale which swept, and roared, and bow k
in its splendid might as it came jeaping |
across the ocean from its hirthplisoe in the
distances of air. Even the stiff hawthorne
fences bowed before its breath, and the tall
poplars on the sk ¢ beat like a rod beneath
the fresh rosb of a salmon,

Excited as be was, the immensity and
graudeur of the sight and sounds struck upon
bim with strange and awful force Never
before had bLefelt so far npart from man,
and 80 near to that dread Spirit round whose
feet millivrs of rolling worlds rush on for
evuT, at whose word they are, endure, snd
are not,

He struggled on until at last be reached
the bouse. It was quite silent, but in one of
the windows a light was bursing. No doulst
ity cccupants found it impossible to sleep iu
that wild gale. The next thing to consider
was bow (0 make bimsell beard. To knock
&t the door would be useloss 1o that turmoil
There was ouly ove thiog to be doge—throw
#lones at the window. He found a good
sized  pebble, and, standing usdernesth,
threw it with such good will that it went
right through the glass, lighting, as he after
ward beard, full upon Mrs. George's sleeping
nost, and uwearly frightening that good
woman, whose nerves were already chaken
by the gale, into a fit. Next minute s red
might eap sppeared at the window,

“George,” roared the colouel
the gnle

“Who's there I” carne the faint answer,

“Ma—Col, Quaritch. Comedown. [ want
to sTeak to vou*

The hond was withdrawn, and a couple of
minutes afterward Harold saw tiwe frout door
begin toopeuslowly, He waited tiU there
Wil Spane & i and then slipped o, and
together they foreed it to

“Stop a bit, sir," said George; “I'H light
the lamp," and Le did,

Next minute he stepped buck In amaze
ment

“Why, what on ‘arth bev you bin after
sirl” be sald, contemplating Harold's fitk
begrimed face, and bands, and clothen i 1
BOFILINE WTung up at the custle, or ls the
cottage blown downr

“No, no” maid Harod: “listen. You'se
beard tell uf the treasure that cld Bir Jumes
de la Molle buried In the times of the Round
hends. ™

Yes, yoo | have beard tell of that  Hey
le blown it up™

“No, but by beaven 1 Lellevs that 1 am in
a fair way o find iti”

George ook another step back, remember
ing the tales that Mra Jobsou bad told, and
Bot beltng by any menns sure that the colone
was not in a davgerous condition of lunney

“Givo me o gles of something to drink
water or milk, and 'l el you, I've been
digging all uight, and my throst's like »
Hmekiln

“Digging, why, where!"

“Whera! In Dead Mun's Mount,”

“In Dead Man's Mountt” said George.
“Well, blow me, If that alo't a funny place
to dig et on o night like this” and, toc
nunzed to say anylhing more, Le went off te
Kot the milk

Harold drank threo glasses without stop
ping, and then aat down to tell as much of
bis moving tale as be thonghit desirabie.
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CHAPTER XI.

HOW THE NIGHT WENT,

Gearge sat opposits to bim, his hands on
bis kneos, the red night cap ou bis head, apd
n comicnl expression of astonishment upon
his melancholy eountesasce,
“Well,” Lo wuidd, when Harold bad dune
“blow me If that slu't & master one.  And
¥et therc's folks who say that there nin't o
such thing sa Prowldence—not that thore’s
tuything prowided yet—p'raps there ain't
nawthing there, after nll."
“Idon't know if there bs or pot, bat ['m
Roing back toses, and | want you to comse
with ine uow.*
“NowP said Oeorge, rather wunensily
“Why, colons!, that Lslu's & very nice spot
to go digging about in ou & night like this, |
niver board no good of that there place—not

¥

| “or be'll bev mo by the leg!

you like, but f'm going beck at vice. and . ANOT T SFEAKS

going down the hole too, the gas must Lo out
of It by now, There are reasons,” ho mdbied, |

| Ywhy, {f this money is to be foumd at all, it I Sie

Vovin facts

“should e touna this mornbig  Tolay is | omd Ly

Christmas day, you know,*

“Yeu, you, colonel;, [ know what you mean, |
Rless you, | know all about it the old squire
must talk to somebody ; if e don't be'd bust; |
#0 be talks to ma  That Coseey™s ¢vning for
Lis answer from Miss lda this morting. Pooe
young lady, | smaw ber yestenday, and she
looks lke n ghost, abe du.  Al, Desn mean
one, that Cossey,  Larver Quest wara't o (s
with him, after all.  Well, | cvobliesd his povss
for him, sl 1 give summiut to bave a bapd
in cooking that banker chaps oo You wuit
& minute, colonel, amd 'l coie aling, gule
and ghostesses and all. | valy bope (8 mayn's
be after a fool's erromd, et alli™ umd Lo

| retired to put on his boots  VPreseutly e ap-
poared agnin, his red might cap still on s
bead—for be was afrid that the wimd would
Llow a bat off -and earrviug an unbghisl
lantetn in his bhand, ‘Now, culouel, 'm |
remddy, wir, IF ¥ou be;" amd 1hey startald

The ganle was, if smuvthing, flercer than
ever. Imdeed, there bad becn no such tem
pest fo those parts for years, of rather coen
turiea, as the eondition of the thwmber Ly 10
o'clock that igorning amply tostiflsl

“This here wind must o (ke that as
squire tells us on (o the timeol King Charles,
as blew the t of the church tower off oo a
Christmas nig shouted George, Lot lar
old made no answer; nird they fought thmre
way onward witboatl speaking any wore, for
their voices werealmost inamlibla, (o the
ecolonel stopped and pointed to the sy Tine
OF all the row of tall poplars wlich be hul

seent bemnding like whips before the wind as
he came along, but one remalned stamli
now, and as Le pointed that vankshel als nal
Heacbiug the sumuer bouse in safoety, they | RS sk
ontervd, acd the colonel sbint smd hcked b
door bohind them. The fratl Luildu
literally rocking in the fury of Lo s
“1 bope the roof will bobd,™ shouted U
but Harold took oo beedk  He was thinl
of other things They lighted the Inar it T [P e
of which they vow had thioe, and the colone TW 1 waer him el saye My, Bowed
slid down into the great grave be lad so ine | fpllow [ug cironn tanes
dustriously dug, motioning to George 1o fol ; .lil‘f.'.'-l'.f."-'.'r-'.:'
Jow. This that worthy did, ot without ;
trepddation. Then they both  Euelit and
stared down through the Bole o the masoury,
but the light of the lanterns was oot strong
cuough to enable thewn W make vut anytuing
with clearness
“Well,” said George, falling back upon his
favorite expression 1 his amasetoent, as be
drew his night capped head (rom the hole,
‘If that ain't a master one, | uiver saw a
masterer, thats all,  What be you s going to
Jo pow, colodies!  Hew you a ladder bero!
“No," etswored Haroldy 1 sever t
of that: but 've a good rogee: 1 g
Sorasubairg out of L b
retarood witn a !
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A WELL-MERITED TRIBUTE.
§0 SAYS THE “NEW YORK WORLD.”

Mr. Wm. Shaw Dowen Vielts New Orleans
and Glves n Graphlc Aecount of What
Mo Saw I the Crevle Cliy. Pen Vie
tures of Genorals Beaurcgurd and Early.
Thelr Supervislon, Says Mr. Bowen, Is
an Abhsolute Guarantee of Good Falth,
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tue a s bar
the dark lantes
passed his b
soury and eautiously s Wl
“Are you all r
vodoo tremulogs witl
his life's fortune tremb) o8 the turn!
“Yes,” answered 1 & doubtful
voice, abd MHarold, looking down, could seo
that be was boldinz the lantern ablove Lis
bead and staring at something very band
Next moment o most awful howl of terror
echoed up through the put, tho lantern was
dropped upon the ground, and the rope com-
menced 10 be agitated with the utmost vie- |
oo,
In another two seconds George's red night-
cap appeared throuph the Lole, followed by a
face that was literally Livid with terror,

“Let me up, for God's sake,” be gusped,
"’

his teetn,

11 e
1 llareld In &
zcitement, for was nod
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Uhear s,
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the clatter of
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“He! whot” asked the colopel, not without
o thrill of superstitious fear, as he dragged
the panting man throuagh tiwe hole,

But George would give no answer unti) be
was through the bole and out of the grave,
Indoed, had it not Leon for the colonel's cuger
entreaties, backed Lo some extent by actual
foree, be would Lave Ueen out of the suniner
bouse and kalf way down the mouut by
now,

“What Is 1" roared the colon

bole, to George, who, shivering with terrur,
was standing on the ode thereof.

“It's & blesmed phost, that's what it s,
eolonel,” snswered Ueurge, keoping bis eyes
xed upon the bols ns thoagh he momen-
tarily expacted Lo sa the object of Lis fears
elnerge,
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1.' weite on,” said George; “all bones L ‘I 'r‘_"""'_' "'l'"‘,:,'!':;i I"l' \
like. il tomards tha floor
“All bowss!” answered the colopel; *why, 1
it must be a skeleton.™
“I don't say that Le ain't,” was the answer;
“bat if bo e, Le's seven foot Ligh, aud sit
ting alring of Lisse!! in o stono bath™ .
“Ob, rubbish!” sald the colonel “How :
can s skoleton sit aud sir binself? He would |
tumble to Lita ™
“1 don't know; but there be l3; and they
dou't call this place Dend Man's Mount far
sawtbiog.”
“Well," said the colonel, argumentatively,
"a sieloton s a perfectly barmless thing.*
“Yes, if Leo's dead, may e, sir; but this
one’s alive; I saw Lim nod bis bead st e ™
“leok bere, George,” asswered Harold,
feeling that if this went on much Jonger le
sbould lowe Lis nerve altogetber, “I'm not
Uing to bo searcd. Great heavens, what a
gust! I'm going down to ses for myself.”
“Vary good, colunel," answered
‘and 1'{] wait Lers Lill
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Benevolent Old Gentleman— My | $firncd 1he drtins three times 1i 1he apgm=ite di
tood man, how came you to adopt by rertion. The l.|r|--I blaek and w i e_fl 14l
> . . A rattlod morrily as they whiriod ahowt ks Lo
Fing As a t.r"‘d‘-'" Or would you call It o pegroes suturised to Hielr places ls the wings
profession?”  Beggar— It s nelither, [ the other cxiwiaity & pocuo wimot (e
i, | " ~Torre e Ueal was cnarted. There wae, haweser, unly o
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iy Canesuckor—"'Not to-day; some other Hmew Ju one dircetion and titee thines opjs
fay." "It ocetirs to me that you should
try and save up, 50 a5 W meet your ob-
Hgations." “That's what I'm dolog;
haven'st used any money o puy dobts in
mure thun o your now. " —Teoxas Silvings,

—Epleare—“Walter, this steak is pos
ithvely bad. It must be throo wooks
Hd. " Walter—"Ab, pardon, mwonsleur!
I have made zo moostake, and have ,
brought you za venison" Eploure— |
“Venlson? Ob, yes! Then you wmay e
lowve It.  (Tastes it). Ahl! to be wsure, e vy dease Lrum (il et k)
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