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Tho writer of tlio "breakwater"
twaddlo in tho Coqulllo Herald make
about as pcrfoct nn nssof liinipclf as it is
possible- - for blm to do,

Wo surrender to the Tortlnnd pirates ;
lint not unconditionally ; onty until wo
can meet them at closer quarters. Evi-
dently they ilo not believe In a hereaft-
er, but wo do.

Tho tug boat Admiral oxploded In
Now York harbor on tho 3lst ult.J Just
after slio liad let go of n barge. All
portions of tho tug nbovo water were
smashed into fragments and tho hull
sunk out of Five persons were tho mfluenco an evil spirit,
aboard tho tug at tlio timo, and the only
traces of tho victims found nftorward
wero a battered hat and a boot contain
ing a stocking and pieces of flesh, which
wero found on ono sido of the river, and
on the other Bide a mangled corpse.

An exchango says there is a vast bed
ot rock salt in tho Colorado desert, near
Idaho, and the Southern Pacific rail
road, in laying tho track to tho salt

has liccn obliged to grade tho
road for 1200 feet with blocks of beauti-
ful lumps of salt crystals. This is tho
first instance n railroad road bed be-

ing laid and ballasted with salt of which
woJmvo any knowledge. Tho sea that
onco rolled over this place dried up and
left n vast bed salt about 50 miles in
length. Tho quality is superb and in-

exhaustible. Grasshoppers of enor-

mous sizo and giant centipedes have
been pickled and aro to-da-y, after the

of centuries, full Bize er- - such money, knowledge and religion
lection of shape.

The committees arc making grand
preparations for Cleveland's inaugura-
tion on tho ttli of March. Pennsylvania
avenue, from tho capitol to tho white
house, will be cleared of all vehicles
and obstructions, that the process
ion may not be thrown into disorder.
Tho inaugural ball will be a prominent
feature of the occasion and it is expect
ed to surpass anything of tho kind ever
attempted in this country. Work is
progressing rapidly on the pension
building, and the grand ball room will
undoubtedly be completed in season.
Tho court of this building, which will
be roofed over to form a ball room, is
31G feet in length by 114 feet in width,
surrounded by three tiers of corridors,
22 feet in width. The magnificent
structure fonns an opportunity for dec-
oration of the most striking and elabor-
ate description, which tho committee
guarantee shall be provided. It is es
timated mat io,uuu guests can ue ac
commodated, but the number of tickets
will be limited to 12,000. Quito a live-
ly contesfis in progress between the
musical organizations of the country
for tho honor of furnishing music for
the ball. Dodsworth's band of New
York, tho Germanic orchestra of Phila-
delphia, and tho Marine band of Wash-
ington City are the prominent competi-or- s.

The committee has practically de-

cided to havo three bands, one stationed
in the center of the hall for dance music,
and the others for promenade music.

Anything so sensitive as tho break-
water clique of Coos bay, must be very
rotten. Any ono who differs at all with
the shiftless and slipshod management
of tho work is at onco pounced upon by
tho chief and his satellites and denounc
ed as opposed to the improvement
tapt. Littlefield acts as if he considers
himself an autocrat and his acts entire-
ly exempt from criticism. In this he is
wrong, and the sooner ho realizes the
fact, the better it may bo for him, if not
lor tho public. In his epistlo in the
News of last week the captain challenges
us to produce proof that the rock he
is having dumped into tho bay spreads
any more than it would if dumped upon
land from a higlit corresponding with
the level of tho car track above the sea
bottom. "We are not surprised nt this
from tho captain ; but it seems to
that any person of ordinary sense ought'
to understand that a swift current con-
stantly running in or out must necessar
ily spread those small rocks to a vast
extent at the base, if nothing more. If
Capt. Littlefield's acts and works are so
perfect that they will bear close inspec-
tion, why is it that he and ids friends
are so sensitive on tho subject? We
should think that he would court in-

vestigation, instead of trying to silence
criticism. There may be nothing rotten
about tlio disbursement of our meager
appropriations, and then there may be.
Powell and Littlefield ought to know.
According to report, Littlefield has a
loose way in taking vouchers; but as to
tho truth of tho report we know nothing
beyond ono transaction in which wo were
interested: Tlio captain contracted a
bill of 2 60 at this olllcc, representing at
tho time that he would pay it from his
private purse. Subsequently a gcntlo-ma- n

came to us and paid the bill and
requested the privilego of consolidating
it, with ono of his own and vouching for
tho total at one time, in order to save
trouble. We consented ; but we do not
to this day know whether the man
vouched for $2 50 or $250. Ho could
liavo vouched for ono sum as easily as
tho othor. There is a right way and a
wrong way of doing business, and it
should never bo too much troublo for a
public servant to transact his business
on tho correct principle. Klsowhore iu
this paper will bo found an artlclo in re-

gard to tho improvement of tho harbor
at Wilmington, Cal., whero tho engin
eer declines to disburso $50,000, for tho
reason that ho believes a gieat deal of
it would bo wasted in tlio way that wo
think a great deal of tho Coos bay monoy
is wasted. Wo aro decidedly in favor
of tho Coos bay improvement every-
body In favor of it and wo favor
larger appropriations and tho employ-
ment of more men at suitable seasons
find a more efficient man in charge,

The Chchalls Tragedy,

In commenting upon tho ChohnllB
tragedy, an account of which is given
elsewhere in this pacr, tho Uregonian
tuyfl if it wore nothing more than n lit
fill gust of ordinary lunacy, there would
bo littlo propriety in dwelling upon its
awful details, and wo should rather
draw tho vail of charitablo alienee over
them. But when we aro told that
"tho maniac was the leading medium of
tho neighborhood," who "has for some
timo been trying to fall under influence
of an Indian chief's spirit," and that
thoro were two judges and three women
in tho houso at tho timo, besides tho
maniac's wife and two children, who
refrained from interfering with his vio-

lent ravings bocauso thoy "thought ho
sight. wagundor of

initio,

of

of

and would if let alouo como out all
right," and that they retired for tho
night under th.it cheerful belief, to awake
in tho morning and find that during
their slumbers tho house had been con
vortcd into a slaughter pen, wo must
conclndo that there was a terrible po-

tent and ghastlyiiiflucnco acting upon
this family circle which must bo hold
responsible lor tho deed. That in-

fluence was spiritualism. In thus char-
acterizing a delusion which is held as a
religion by many people, in whoso
minds it is associated with somo of tho
most tender and apjealing relations
and aspirations of life, wo do not forget
mat me aunoronts 01 other forms of re
ligion havo beconio insane, and done
deeds of equal horror. James Freeman
Clarko onco preached a sermon on tho
text, "Possessed with a devil," the
point of which was that many things,

lapse in and as

so

us

aro good w lien wo possess them, but
are demons when thoy possess us. It is
characteristic of spiritualism that it
possesses those who believo in it, that it
holds them under a spell which thoy
havo not oven the disposition to break.
All the tests to which they are willing
that it should be submitted, cither to
satisfy themselves or the incredulous
of the reality of its manifesta
tions, require "that the ordinary opera-
tions of tho human reason should be
suspended before they can be applied.
In other words, the inquirer or investiga-
tor, as well as the convert, must surren
der his reason as well as ids faith Iwfore
ho can come into conditions favorable to
the examination of evidence. The be
liever thus becoines1)y the operation ot
the conditions to which he submits the
victim of his delusion to begin with,
and all his subsequent devotion to the
subject proceeds upon the same method
It is, therefore, in its very nature a de
lusion. It possesses its adherent in
stead of being possessed by him. As
Clarke said in tho sermon referred to,
nothing of which this is true is a good,
but always an evil. But spiritualism is
perhaps the most fatal of all modern de
lusions in its effect upon its victims,
and its wider influence upon society.
In itself, perhaps, it should not be held
solely accountable for the particular in
stances of madness developed under its
influence, or the general blight which
it spreads over tho community where
it holds sway. I'or like the germs of
contagious disease, it finds its elect vic-
tims among a class of minds that would
easily break down under tho pressure
of other exciting causes, or yield
without breaking before tho awful
energy of physical and moral poi-
sons. For such persons when ex-
posed to the morbid fascinations of
spiritualism there aro but two safe
courses to pursue, either to run away
from it and let it entirely alone, or to
touo up the mental and moral system
by the stimulation of sensible diversions
and appropriate work. If one dallies
with it enough to submit to tho condi-
tions under which the tests are applied
mere is great uanger mat no will go
over the brink and be lost. Tlio Cheha-h- s

tragedy is doubtless justly attributed
by tho physician to delusory insanity,
and while we do not mean to say, as we
do not think, that all spiritualists :lre
insane, we have no doubt that tho in-

sanity in this instance was the result
of delusion; that it was the foregone
conclusion of a voluntary surrender of
the mind to false conditions of mental
action, which are inevitably fatal in
their results upon all minds whoao pow-
ers of reaction have become enfeebled
lrom any cause.

Applicable to Coos Bay.

San Francisco Altt.
There is an appropriation of f.10,000

waiting to be expended on tho improve-
ment of Wilmington harbor, but Chief
Engineer Mendcll does not deem it
wise to spend it, because the sum is too
small to do any good. Tho improve-
ments at Wilmington havo been in pro-
gress twelvo years, and tho cost ot the
operations, according to tlio Los An-
geles Express, has been doubled by tho
stupidly desultory way In which thoy
havo been prosecuted. A small sum of
monoy is appropriated each year and
the waves aro given tho fairest oppor-
tunity to crurnblo tho work away as
fast as it is completed. Tho manner in
which public money is squandered all
over the United States on buildings and
harbor improvements by appropriating
it in driblets is a crying shame. It
is a robbery of tho people, and
the peoplo havo cither too much
weak good nature or too littlo in
telligenco to resent it. No individual
or corporation would conduct such en
tcrpnscs In tho way tho government
does. .No individual or corporation
could do it without speedily going into
bankruptcy. In the first place, by

12 or 15 years to a work that
ought to bo finished in two or thieo,
tho cost of superintondonco tho wages
of engineers, architects, draughtsmen,
foremen, clerks, etc. is vastly increas-
ed, and In the second place, tho rava-
ges of tho elements are peculiarly do- -

vopMwmn

structive while tho work is In an un-

finished and unprotected state. And,
what makes this extravagance bo much
more provoking, is that it is committed
in tho imiito of economy. A public
work, say a harbor improvement, is
undertaken which will cost $500,000.

When tho sum is reported in tlio esti-

mates, tho house cuts it down to $50,000,
and this achievement is boasted of as
though it wore a clear saving of $450,
000. But tho original appropriation
of $50,000 is followed by others ol simi
lar small sums, until, In course of time,
tho whole thing costs a million, or twicer
as much as it ought. Whero is tho
economy or tho statesmanship in that
transaction? 'iliore ought to bo somo
method of voting tho whole amount re-

quired for a given undertaking in a
lump sum, allowing as long or short a
timo for its oxpcndituio as may bo jud-

icious. A pioposition of this kind is
now pending for the improvement of
Galveston harbor. Captain Kads pro
poses to mako a ship channel at that
city, at a cost of $7,500,000. Of courso
tho idea of voting away such an amount
of money as that strikes tho ordinary
congressman with terror, though he
would bo quite ready to begin appropri-
ating an equal sum in amounts of ono or
two hundred thousand dollars a year.
Without know ing any tiling of the mer-
its of tho Galveston harbor improve-
ment plan, tho Alta is prepaied to say
that tho demand lor tho wholo amount
needed at one time, strongly recom-
mends it, iu view of tho wicked waste
involved in following tho other policy.
Unless tho country can get some states
men at Washington capable of takit;
liro.uler views of public affairs than it
present bullet-heade- d representatives, i

will become necessary to havo all pub-li- e

buildings erected, and all river and
harbor improvements prosecuted on the
T..IU3 I'lilll.

Oregon and Washington Territory at
New Orleans.

Xew Orleans Times Democrat j

State Commissioners Wilkins, Allen
and Swash have upon exhibition a
somewhat limited but complete repre-
sentation of tho varied natural resour-
ces of the far distant state where rolls
the mighty Columbia. To reach New
Orleans the exhibit has traveled a dis-
tance of 4000 miles, has passed through
the Cascade, Cu'tir d'Alene, Pen d'
Oreille, Bitter Hoot and tho Jiocky
mountains; ban crossed the Willamette,
and for several hundred miles has skirt
ed along the banks of tho mighty Colum-
bia, crossed tho winding Snake, Clark's
Fork, tho Missouri, Mississippi, and
hundreds of smaller streams, to he plac-
ed here as the products of a country
that to three-fourtl- is of the ieoplo in
America is in imagination nothing more
than the abode of Indians, wild animals,
rugged mountains and deserts. Tho
visitor imagining Oregon such a wilder-
ness will bo disappointed to see such
magnificent vegetables, fruit, wheat and
oats and tho extensive family of cereals

"fully and creditably represented; for
fruit will surprise Kditji broudit

.......-.-.- .,

of
euro tno richness ot its mountain
gions, with but a vague indication of
extent of its natural richness, that is at
present only awaiting tho assistance of
capital. The finny tribe that inhabit
its mountain streams navigable riv
ers aro on exhibition, preserved
looking as natural as when they sported
themselves in their natural rendezvous.
Grasses, both natural and lame, may be
seen, its timber, among the best
for manufacturing purposes, are whero
tho eyo can judge and individual
inspect for h'uiiBclf. Oregon's display
worthy of the inspection of every visitor
to the exposition, and has an addition
al attraction in slrapo of beautiful
ou painting 01 .Mount iioou, snow-ca- p

ped and towering upward of 12,000 feet
abovo level of the sea

Although of far-awa- y terri
tories, Washington not behind of
her sisters in the character extent
of her exhibit. Tlio collection of ex-
hibits embraces vegetables of all kinds,
including potatoes weighing from six
to eight pounds, squashes as heavy
as 210 pounds. In minerals tho exhib-
it is unusually fine, embracing copper
ore eipial to that of tho Lake Superior
mines, silver ore that runs from 70 to

per cent., and samples from her iron
mountain. Washington's exhibits" are
arranged in the following departments :

Fishery Which shows wonderful
salmon of the Columbia river, candle
fish, sardines and dried fish, with pic-

tures illustrating Indian method
of catching salmon. Forestry Which
will embraco collections of trees HO

high before reaching tho first limb;
also a plank 0 feet wide and 21 feet
long, sawed 40 feet from base
of tlio tree; 21 varieties of polish-
ed woods, nnd various specimens
showing tho wonderful re-

sources of Washington territory.

Silas Jones and James Church, of
Stayton, Marion county, wero caught by
tho Btorm on their mining claim near
Elkhorn, on tho north fork of tho San
tlam. lliey wero short of provisions
ami walked six miles to tho Capital
mines, which camp they found deserted.
Hero they remained fivo days in a fam
ishing condition, and finally in despera-
tion killed and ato their dog. Church,
who was the stronger of tho two, then
started for home, another six miles, a
good portion of which he crawled on
his knees elbows, as his foot and
hands wero frozen. Ho was hours
going the six miles. A rescue patty
was nt onco organized to go to the re-
lief of Jones, whom thoy found covered
up with somo old gunnysacks in a shed,
and insensible from cold hunger,
ins iitniiH wero also badly frozen, and
both men yet bo obliged to suffer
amputation,

agEfg1!?!?? iWIFlS?'
AN INSANE SACRIFICE.

Terrible Tragedy Near Chchalls,
Washington Territory.

CitKiiAus, W. T., Dec. ao.-- T.ita

town was this moinlng tho scone of ono

of tho most shocking tragedies that ever
occurred in tho territory. William Tour-so- n,

while visiting at the house of his
fathor-lifla- Judge Dilllnbaugh, killed
his child and then cut his own throat,
after first persuading his wife to do tho
same. Tho particulars, briefly told,
are as follows ; Paring the night Pear-

son had n fit, which left his mind iu a
stato melaneholly and niadnow. He
imagined that boiuo power was diiecling
him to offer his child as a s.iciillce,
which ho finally did, accomplishing the
deed with ioino heavy Insltuinont,
crushing tho little one's skull in a
frightful manner. Ho then called in
his wife, showed hot- - tho fearful ac-

complishment of his Insane idea, Tlio

unfortunate mother was so horrified and
grieved at the sight of her dead child
that her mind must also havo lwcoine
unbalanced, for she cut her own throat,
at the suggestion of her husband, he
agreeing to follow her example. Pear-
son then seized tho bloody knife from
his wife's hand and completed the tot
rlblo tragedy by culling Ills own throat.
When tho two were found morning
they wore almost dead. A physician
was hurriedly summoned, but it is
thought that the injured man and wife
are beyond recovery. It is needless to
add that the shocking allair created in- -

tenso excitement. All the parties are
well known, and relatives and friendt of
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ifoiily are horrified and dazed with
fjWMuiv attribute tlio lash deed to
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It IHKMktt the Pearsons an

15.

pure (. owntz laiifiuge
Young Pearson family re

tired, on the eening iu question, and
about 0 o'clock .1 scream was heard iu
their room, and Dilliubatigh rushed in
to seo what was the matter. Pearson
was lying on the floor and raving a
maniac. Using some vile oaths, ho or
dered the old man to walk around the
room a number of times, and then
said :

"You G d d d old white-livere- d

s n of a b h ! got out of hor.o and send
in that other s n of a b h of a Dilliu-
batigh, or I'll cut your heart out and
hang it to a polo."

This performance was kept up for
sevoral hours, each of the men taking
turns at bowing lieforo tho crazy man.

Pearson has two children, one a babe,
the other a old, littlo Kdith.

During the attack the children lx-o-

taken from the room, but the crazy man
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iu Pearson's room ho was lying on the
floor, with tho little in his

"arms. This was about midnight. At
ono timo in tho night tho father was
heard to speak to the child cry kindly,
and it was supposed that ho had quieted
down. At another time the child was
heard to fret somo, and tho father to
say, "Hush up, now." It is supposed
that this was when the child was killed.

When the folks went to tho room in
the morning they were horror stricken
at finding tho child dead, and William
Pearson ami wife lying in tho bed with
their throats cut. Dr. J. S. Herndon
was sent for, and nrrived about 0 a. m.
Tho bed was n tool of blood, and the
husband, wife and child presented a
horrible spectacle Pearson and wife
were weak from loss of blood and were
unable to move.

Their wounds were dressed, and when
strong enough to converse they told the
story of how and why the deed was
none. Pearson claimed that a spirit
had told him to kill tho child, and then
he told his wife that the littlo thing was
gone, and that they might as well go,
too, Ilo then cut his wife's throat
several times, tuwl then cut Ids own.

When questioned as to why she did
not call for held, Mrs. Pearson said that
sho was afraid to cry out, and that he
would not lot her. Her throat was cut
iu fivo places. Her mouth shows the
print of Pearson's hand, and that ho
had held her motifli shut to keep her
from raising an alarm. Tho "Adam's
apple" is entirely cut off, the wind pipe
cut in two, and a great pieco of flesh cut
from her throat. Thoro aie hopes of
hor rccovory.

Pearson's throat is not so badly cut,
and there is no doubt but what ho will
recover if kept quiet. At times ho is in
iiuuai, inn. mo mom oi uiu nine no is a
raving maniac. Ho will be taken to the
asylum He imagines he is Jesus
Christ, and that all must obey him;
that ho will destroy, ull who refuse to
obey lii in.

iiiero was no iitmiiy irouuio to causo
this terrible tragody, and tho physician
pronounces it delusionary insanity.

During this performance of the Insane
man, thoro wero iu tho houso, besides
Pearson and wifo and two children,
Judge Dilliubatigh, wifo and two grown
daughters, and Judge Pearson. When
asked why they did not bind tho insane
man and prevent Ills doing damage,
they answered that they were afruid to
do anything; that thoy thought ho was
under tho influence of an evil spirit,
and would, if let alono, como out ull
right.

Upon examination, It was found that
tho child was killed with a stick of stovo
wood. A great bruise appears over the
heart, showing that tho mad man had
taken tho stick in his hand mid pressed

i

thoeinlof itiigalnst the libi 11T11I broke
them, and then struck the child over
tho head, crushing the skull,

Tho allatr has been a soveio shock to
the community, as all concerned aro old
tcsldents of tho county, and well and
favorably known. Judge Dllllnbiuigh
Is the present county judge, and Judge
Pearson tho e. The man who
committed the deed is a son of Judge
Pearson. Tho maniac was tho loading
medium of the neighborhood,

An Excellent Drowse.

Souihttiil Oregon Kewmlrr.

The dwarf fallal which abounds up
hero on all kinds ot ground, good, bad
and Iiulilloreut, iu highlands and low,
is by no nutans the nuisance it has by
many boen'regaided. Cattle resort to
It as a dessert," wo presume, while
horses nibble nt the toitdoror branches,
though they find the bush sunounded
by abundant grass, mid sheep ooiu par
ticulatly fond ot it, to vary their daily
rations upon. It is said that sheep
w 111 subsist almost wholy upon it if al-

lowed a wide range. And It Is a per-

sistent grower, tho species wo have
to seldom getting taller than

about ten inches. This browse produces
an annual crop of borrios, lying cloo to

the ground, whi,ch aie possibly icllslied,
as well if its evergreen foliage, by tho
stock. We
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Capt. C. F. Pow United States
engiiK'er, lias asked for bids for 10,(Xi)

lineal feet of piling, to 1h used iu the
initiatory work upon the jetty at the
month of the Columbia, bids to be open
ed on the iUlth inst. The proposals fur
furnishing four stone barges, and a pile
trestle and wharf at Fort Stevens, will
be opened on tlio 15th. It is
that iictfWicoust ruction of this w:
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Special Notice.

All notes mid accounts in favor of II
P. Whitnkv are left iu my hands, am'
all persons interested are requested
call and settle tho same. In case thN
notice fails to accomplish its object,
am directed to place tho notes, as they
become due, in the bands of an attor
ney for collection. Kuor.Ni; O'Connku

Marhhfiold, December 18, 1881.

Coal in Quantities to Suit.

Coal delivered in any part of town, in
largo or smnll quantities, to suit pur- -

chnsots, nt reasonable rates. Parties
will find it to their advantage to deal
with us. Hour. A. Ciiriieu.

Wai.tiiic W. Dl'UIIAN

For Sale.

Tho Jones house nnd lot in Day City.
For further particulars inquire of

Sinrn, the Milkman,
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January, A I). 1885, duly nptmlntnl rxixtuorof the estate .f I.mma M. Winciii hum, iccoated, and Hint nil iwrsons luting cluins
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