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EDITORIALS
WE DON'T LIKE THIS BUSINESS 

(The following editorial i* re-' 
printed from the COLUMBL S, 
GEORGIA. LEDGER;

In the mail Saturday, Jur.e 16, 
came a two-foot long, heavy card­
board mailing tube, addressed to 
thia newspaper by the United States 
Department ot the Interior, Bureau 
of Reclamation, P.O. Box 2511, 
Sacramento, California.

From it we pulled the following 
A carton map diagramming the 

various dams and lakes in the Cen­
tral Valley "multi-purpose reclam­
ation project''

A press and radio release, running 
1,500 words long, telling of plans 
for gala celebrations in various 
towns when the project is put into 
first full operation August 1.

A sheet listing the dates and 
places for various local celebrations 
from August 1-10.

And a three-page, single-spaced 
mimeographed collection of "filler” 
items describing the project.

We cannot say for certain just 
how much the heavy cardboard 
mailing tube cost. A local retailer 
once carried them in stock but has 
no current price list. Smaller ones 
sometime ago cost 15 cents each. 
This one must have been the 25- 
cent size, although the Department 
of Interior probably buys them in 
bulk at a lower rate.

No postage was involved. The 
matter was sent through the mail 
under a frank. Penalty for private 
use of the same facilities without 
postage would be 6300 First class, 
the postage on the material, accord­
ing to our own postal scales, would , 
have been 18 cents.

The cartoon map, ot little if any 
interest in Columbus, Ga., (although 
possibly of great interest to Com­
munists inasmuch as it pinpoints the 
Central Valley's entire system of 
dams, reservoirs, etc.) would re­
quire almost a full news page for , 
clear reproduction.

The press and radio release was 
too ridiculously long for any con­
sideration by any newspaper or ra- .

dio broadcaster. and was Laded with June 16, 1951. 
“propaganda" compliments to the 
Bureau m general, not to mention 
-regional Director Richard L Bofce." 
who was quoted at .ength.

None of the other pres* release 
material » of any use whatsoever 
The Government-paid propagand­
ist* might have been on firm 
ground in asuing factual data on 
the project. But the ridiculously 
•ong release was an attempt to re­
port on various community plans 
for celebrations, which strikes us 
as being slightly out of the realm 
of Federal information service du­
ties.

“The Central Valley Water Festi­
val—the most colorful celebration in 

I California history—will play with 
an all-star cast,’ the release shout* 
breathlessly. “Its central characters 
will be the State’s greatest assets— 

: the bountiful streams of the north, 
i the amazingly fertile land of the 
i valleys and the thousands of farm­
ers who developed its 
empire.”

As thrilling as this 
are left unimpressed in 
cost of the propaganda and 
questionable right of the Bureau to 
spend our tax money for such pur-

We dont, like it — COLUMBUS 
GEORGIA. LEDGER

Economic Highlights—
cheating scandal at West 

was simply the latest in a 
of shocking developments 
and without the government 
Academy case, some of the

agricultural

sounds 
view of

we 
the 
the

poses.
This is the second such mailing 

we have had from those people in 
recent weeks.

And the material contained in 
latest one was “For release to 
PMs (afternoon newspapers) 
Wednesday, June 13. 1951.”

We didnt get it until Saturday, |

The 
Point 
series 
within 
In the
accused cadets said that such prac­
tices had been going on for a con­
siderable period of time, and that 
men had been graduated and com­
missioned who had been guilty of 
them. It is noteworthy that most 
of the members of West Point's big- 
time football team were involved. 
West Point has extremely high aca­
demic standards, and large numbers 
of cadets who are unable to meet 
them are dropped each year. The 
football players, apparently, had to 
devote so much of their time and 
energy to practicing and traveling 
that they couldn’t properly cope 
with their stulies. So the system 
of cribbing was developing and, it 
seems, rather widely accepted with­
in the corps, despite the fact that it 
was a clear and flagrant violation 
of an honor code which has existed 
since the school was founded during 
the Monroe administration.

Prior to this, the nation was treat-: 
ed to the revelations concerning the

I bribing of key players on some lead­
ing college basketball teams by pro­
fessional gamblers. The players 
concerned either deliberately threw 
games, or saw to it that the winning 
margin was restricted to a certain 
number of points. The gamblers

the ! 
the j 

of

Lthua had a sure thing and cleaned 
up.

We have recently witnessed the 
dramatic Kefauver investigation of 
organged gambling. It Drought to 
light an amazing amount of state, 
and municipal official corruption.' 
In instance after instance, police I 
chiefs, sheriffs and other influential 1 
officials worked hand in hand with , 
the gamblers and received handsome 
payments for their services.

At about the same time the Ful­
bright committee looked into the 
moral standards of certain Federal 
officers, including men close to the 
White House. Apparently nothing 
actually criminal was unearthed. 
However, to say the least, some ex­
tremely questionable practices and 
associations were discovered. Some 
men in public positions of respon­
sibility and power seemed to think 
it was quite all right to exchange 
official favors for “gifts” from 
people who were interested in gov­
ernment contracts, RFC loans and so 
on. With few exceptions, the offi­
cials involved still have their jobs.

Not so long ago the newspapers j 
were full of the activities of the five i 
percenters—the men who, because 
of real or alleged connection with 
top Washington officials, obtained 
government contracts for a fee. This I
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practice is supposed to have been 
outlawed. But it is widely believed 
that some of the five percenters are 
still doing business at the same old 
stand.

What makes all this particularly 
important is that, in the view of 
many thoughtful people, it indicates 
a terrible decline in the moral fibre 
of the nation. There have always 
been scandals—they destroyed two 
administrations, those of Grant and 
Harding. There has always been 
corruption, graft bribery, cheating, 

I dubious practices. But rarely if 
: ever have they been seen on so wide 
a scale as in very recent times. And 
never,* so far as any one can see, 
have they been accepted with so 
much equanimity, so little interest 
or indignation, by the public at 
large. The wave of public revulsion 
and anger that followed the dis­
closures of the scandals of the Hard­
ing administration, for example, has 
not been duplicated to even a small 
degree in any of the recent scandals.

International Trucks
Tractors and Farm

Equipment

So the big question is this: HaveSo the big question is this: Have 
we. as a people, reached a point if 
moral cynicism where ue regard 
graft and sharp practices m and 
out of government as inevitable and 
of relatively small importance’

Burger Inn
Tasty Hamburgers

We Serve
Breakfast !

Building a Greater

Southern Oregon

SNIDER’S
Phone 2-6169 28 N. Bartlett

Merttord, Orecnn

Medford Concrete
Construction Co

SEPTIC TANKS

Sewer Pipe it Irrigation Pipe

Phone 2-6469

SAND, GRAVEL. CEMENT

Cullen & Curry, 
Inc.

Phone 2-7115 123 So. Riverside
Medford

347 North Second St., Central Point. Oregon

Central Plumbing Co
RALPH McGONAGLE — PHONE lOxxl

EGG PRODUCER 
Mash or Pellets

Thia superior egg mash 
formula give« your layers 
an abundance of egg mak­
ing ingredients — main­
tains bodily health and 
makes your birds Jay right 
up to inherited pro­
duct ion limits. Prove 
it with more eggs.
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GUY TEX
FIRE A AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE
On tra I Point. Ormo 

TEX for Pro-TEX-ion

F. E. SAMSON CO. 
Medford, Oregon

Serve Your Self
LAUNDRY

Wet Wash 8c lb.
OPEN FROM 7 A.M. to 8 P..M.

I1OO N. HIverMde Medford

INSTALLATION and REPAIR

CRANE and KOHLER FIXTURES

If You're Looking for

USED CAR
VALUES!

HERE ARE THE BEST BUYS IN TOWN!
1950 NASH AMBASSADOR 4-dr. SEDAN - - $2250.00 

Hydra, Radio, Weather Eye, Just 10,000 miles, same as new.

1950 NASH STATESMAN 2-dr. CLUB SEDAN $1695.00 
Overdrive, Radio, Weather Eye, Twin Beds, Seat Covers

1950 NASH STATESMAN 4-dr. SEDAN - - $1695.00 
Beautiful Light Green, Overdrive, Weather Eye, Twin Beds

1948

1946

1947

1939

1936

1941

4

NASH 4-dr. Trunk Sdn., Perfect condition - $1195.00

FORD STATION WAGON, Best buy in town $895.00

INTERNATIONAL >/2 ton PICKUP $795.00

STUDE. 4-dr. COMMANDER, O.D., Radio, Heater $225

PLYMOUTH 4-dr. SEDAN—Transportation $45.00

PONTIAC STREAMLINER SDN., radio, heater $395.00

Don’t Deal At A Loss Come Trade With Clauss!

CLAUSS MOTORS
New Car Sales & Service

Ith It Bartlett—Phone 2-6185 Select Used Car Dept
4th It Central—Phone 2 8342


