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"MAD PACKER"

“A packer is the most even tem­
pered animal in the world—he’s 
always mad.”

Those words 
years ago by an irate packing-bosi 
are still true today. Why is he mad? 
There are millions of direct reasons.

i as any dyed-in-the-wool packer 
will promptly tell you, 
underlying reason 
nerve-fatigue.

The professional 
whose numbers 
yearly, leads a hard life, 
no home, seldom living 
locality more than six 
weeks. He has little or no 

I recreation, as fruit is perishable
and must be packed as quickly as 
possible. He lives continuously 
from one “peak” to another.

He arrives in Medford (Houd 
I River uses mostly local packers)

just in time for the rush of t e 
pear harvest. By the time the 
peak has passed and the fruit 
starts coming in more slowly it is 
time for the apples in Washington. 
They last until Thanksgiving, when 
he hurries south to pack navel 
oranges around Lindsey, aClifornia.

Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter? 
There are no standard seasons for 
the tramp packer. He lives from 
crop to crop. It is either apple 
season in Washington, pear season 
in Oregon, oranges in either North­
ern or Southern California, early 
apples in California, etc. And al­
ways hurry, hurry, hurry.

But most of his nerve-fatigue 
comes fro mthe actual work itself. 
The average fast packer (and most 
tramps are fast or they couldn’t 
afford to stay in the game) wraps 
and packs on an average of from 
forty to fifty individual fruits a 
minute. Try moving your arms at 
that tempo continuouslyy for even 
an hour!

The packer maintains that speed 
for ten or twelve hours a day, 
often working on Sundays. People 
weren’t meant to stand in one place, 
hour after hour, moving only their 
hands and arms. Thus the packer 
is working on his nerves, crowding 
himself. As a result the least Little 
thing causes a spark and 
his top.

He’s “mad” because he 
following a cowboy, as a 
or slow packer is called, 
he’s mad because he follows another 
fast packer and the guy following 

I the cowboy gets packer following 
1 him is a fruit-hog and packs him 

out of fruit.
He gets mad if the fruit comes too 

fast and snows him under, and he 
gets mad if it doesn't come fast 
enough so that he can keep busy. 
He gets mad if the fruit runs mostly 
to the small sizes (but there is still 
to be a first time for him to get mad 
because it runs large.) In fact, there 
is very little he doesn’t get mad 
about.

But unless he becomes angry 
enough to “pull his needle” which 
means removing his needle from the 
paper tray preparatory to quitting, 
a good packer never lets his temper 
slow him down. He feels a per­
sonal responsibility for the fruit in 
his tubs or bins and takes pride in 
keeping them packed down.

It may be that the process of get­
ting “mad” is a means of releasing 
the pressure which accumulates 
from driving himself at top speed.. 
He has to keep his muscles relaxed 
—tenseness would cause him to 
fumble an dthus slow down.

Watch a good packer at work. His 
movements are fluid. Standing 
with the right food advanced and 
leaning slightly forward so that he 
apepars to be hovering over the 
box, he makes every move count. 
The fruit is thrown from the right 
hand to the left, followed by the 
hand itself so quickly it seems one 
movement.

Wrapping is done with sue’ 
Vapidity a layman doesn’t notice 
the tiny twist of the wrisV which 
locks the paper firmly aronnd the 
fruit. Then, a sthe left hand places 
the fruit in the box and grabs an­
other wrapper, the right hand 
reaches for another pear, etc.
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There is a steady rythm to the 
swish of the paper—a great many 
packers hum or sing while work­
ing, maintaining it keeps them re­
laxed as well as increases their 
speed. Actually, unless a person 
possesses both rythm and perfect 
coordination between eyes and 
hands, he should never attempt to 
become a packer.

In late twenties and early thirties, 
when work was plentiful, it was 
difficult for fruitment to find 
enough skilled packers. Then the I 
Betz Company was formed. They 
were purely labor contractors. For 
a flat fee they would contract to 
furnish all the packing-house labor: 
packers, sorters, roustabouts, etc.

To hold packers, Betz paid tran­
sportation to the northern jobs, kept 
his packers busy about eleven 
months of the year, and paid a cent 
a box more than the going rate. He 
demanded a premium pack and to 
be known as a Betz packer was the 
best recommendation of a packer’s 
skill that could be given.

Then came the depression. With 
many dundreds of home folks out 
of work agitation started against 
hiring outside help to harvest the 
fruit.
plain taht they had spent years 
perfecting their trade. Packing 
schools sprung up in most communi­
ties, and the 
were taught 
wives.

In the face 
a la»ge share 
up travelling 
home talent 
high stage of proficiency the tramps 
had—they work such a short time 
out of the year. By the time they 
get well broken in the season is 
over.

However, they have one thing in 
common with their traveling broth­
ers—they too are “always mad.”

Ruth Powell Jolley
312 Ranch, Richardson Hwy, 
Fairbanks, Alaska.
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Oregon Women Now 
Doing Own Sewing

withOregon women, in line 
■ national trend, are turning 
1 own needles and thread in 
¡ng numbers to combat _
cost of clothing, states Miss Lucy 
Lane, O.S.C. extension specialist in 
clothing and textiles.

This spring in just three Willa­
mette valley counties, for example, 
approximately 500 cotton dresses 
were made under the' supervision 
of extension leaders. The cotton 
dress workshops are designed to 
teach clothing contsruction techni­
que. They are under the supervi­
sion of project leaders who in turn 
are trained by county home demon­
stration agents. In the three 
counties mentioned. Yamhill, Ben­
ton and Linn, 55 of these volunteer 
leaders were trained to conduct 
community cotton dress workshops.

In Jackson county 11 women 
volunteers held tailoring workshops 
where 64 suits and coats were made.

Miss Lane says the trend toward 
home sewing is sweeping the coun­
try. She points out that the Na­
tional Wool Council has announced 
that the number of home seam­
stresses has increased 130 percent 

In vain did the packers ex-i during the past five years. Mean- 
| while, Federal Reserve board fi­
gures indicate that the fabric sales 
have risen 169 percent from 1941 to 
1947. 
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JORGENSEN’S 
DAIRY PRODUCTS

Quality Dairy 
Products

B ETTER— MII.K 
ICE CREAM

Phone 2309 Medford

REFRIGERATOR 
REPAIRING 

ALL MAKES
ALSO AUTO REPAIRING 

UNITED 
SERVICE STATION 

Highway 99. Central Point
OPEN EVENINGS

R. L. "Smiity" Janxen

LELAND CLARK
<

Arthritis Pain
For quick, 6eli«htfuUy comfortin* help for 
aebes ana paiaa of Rbeumatlsni. Artl’.fllla. 
JJeurttla, Lumbago. Sciatica, or N*ur*l» * "T 
Ramla*. Worka I brooch the blood. First doe* 
ueually »tana ailenattn* pain »o you can 
TW1. enjoy life and Bleep mor» comfortably 
o* «Oiamd at dru**lat today. Quick, com- 
a*»lo eatuiactlou ar taooey back guaraoteed.

Home sewers paid out over 50 
million dollars for 163 million 
patterns in 1947.

During the coming year Oregon 
counties will carry 27 projects in 
clothing construction. Eleven coun­
ties will conduct dressmaking work­
shops and 16 will have blouse sew­
ing projects. Volunteer local wo­
men leaders will again be in charge 
of the various workshops.

In all of the workshops quick me­
thods and sewing shortcuts will be 
emphasized, Miss Lane states. Ma­
chine basting» unit construction, 
less handling of fabric and good 
organization of work will also be 
stressed.

OREGON STATE COLLEGE- 
Motorists who feed coins into 
parking meters are entitle to some­
thing more than merely the privile­
ge of parking, traffic engineers were 
told at a recent Oregon Traffic 
Engineering conference at Oregon 
State college.

Harry Aumack. Sp kane traffic ' 
engineer, said that meter revenues 
—now generally used bv to” ns an 
cities to reduce general taxation - 
should go into permanent traffic 
improvements and investments in 
off-street parking. He answered 
critics of parking meters by point­
ing out that meter regulated space 
provide from t' ree to five times i- 
effective control as unmetereo 
spaces.

One-way streets were also advo­
cate ! at t e conference as one of 
the least used but most effective 
ways of creating better use of exist 
ing streets They not only util e 
present facilities without great 
additional cost, but tend to redui v 
accidents and save motorists time. 
The public gets used to them in le- , 
than 30 days and merchants find 
within a lew weeks that thes 
actually gain sales volume because I 
their shopping areas are mow 
accessible, it was pointed out.

Officials of the Institute of Traffic I 
Engineers praised western highway j 
and traffic engineers for the lead |

they have taken in promoting traf­
fic safety. The western section of 
the institute, they said, is the 
largest and most active in the 
country. The engineers commended 
Oregon State college for its part in 
sponsoring this first northwest 
regional conference and voted to 
make a similar meeting a yearly 
affair.
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Home Ways To Build Up Red Bloodl

Tou girl* who suffer from aimpie 
anemia or who lose so much durin* 
monthly periods that you are pale, feel 
tired, weak, "dragged out"—thia may 
be du» to low blood-iron—

So start today—try Lydia E. Pink­
ham » 1 ABLETS—one of th» greateag 
blood-iron tonic» you can buy to help 
build up red blood to gl»» mor» 
strength and energy—in such rasa».

Pinkham-» Tablets h»lp build up the 
«1» ccuautv of the blood (very impor­
tant! by reinforcing the haemoglobin 
of red blood cells.

Just try Pinkham's Tablets for 30 
day»--than «ee U you, too. don't re­
markably beuenu AU dings tore». 
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MEDFORD ROLLER RINK

ROLLER SKATING

Medford Armory
WED.. FRI., SAT. A »Vìi.
7:43 P.M. to 10:80 P.M.

Skating Partien by Af tpolntment. 
Phone 3699 or 7289 Medford

MILL CAFE
Across from Cheney Mil!

SPECIALIZING IN 
HAMBURGER SANDWICHES 

HAMBURGER STEAK 
CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 

AND MILKSHAKES 
HOMEMADE PIES

Open 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday—6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS!
TEXACO GAS AND OIL 
Frank Koch, Proprietor

Painting, Decorating 
and Signs

Spray or Brush
Workmanship Fully Guaranteed

Medford Concrete 
Construction Co.

International Trucks
Tractors and Farm

SAND, GRAAKIa CEMENT

SKPT1C TANKS

Sewer Pipe A Irrigation Pipe

Phone 2169
N. Rivernicio »ted ford

Equipment
CULLEN MOTOR 

& Imp. Co.
Phone 7115 123 No. Rlveralde

Medford

4P'

Ready-Mix
CONCRETE

GOOD EQUIPMENT 
PROMPT S K R V IC E 

M. C. LININGER 
&SONS

CONCRETE RAND Ä GRAVED 
CRCSTIED ROCK A GRANITE 

Phone C.P.-4I2 Med. 533«

PHELPS CAFE
SERVING

Chicken — Chops 
Steaks

CLONED EVERY FRIDAY 
Hl way 

of
99—7 nt Ilea north 
Gentral Point

ItlCSF.IlVATIONHFOR
Phono Gold Hill 501

AMBULANCE SERVICE

The Miracle of Modern Roofing 

PABCO WEDLED ROOFS 
EKERSON ROOF & PAINT STORE

Phone 3918 89 south Bnrtlctt Medford

PUMPS
ANY SERVICE 

ANY SIZE
ANY PURPOSEPAUL K. JONES

ALEXANDER HDWE & IMP. CO
<8 I HIST—WK HAVE IT

CUSHION COMFORT

(ENTRAI, POINT

PHONE 42«»

Acme Dry Cleaners

Serve Your Self
LAUNDRY

Wet Wash 8c lb.
OPEN FROM 7 A.M. to 9 P.M. 

1100 N. Ulvemide Medford

LIST YOUR PROPERTY 
WITH US 

Then Start Pacldnql 
T. J. Hight—Realtor 
20 R. Central .Medford

GUY TEX 
FIRE & AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 
Central Point. Oregon 
TEX for Pro-TEX-lon

Phone 4444 ? Y.
Medford. Oregon

Phone 103
215 I.uurcl Central Point

Make Your ll«*nd<|iiartera when in Medford 
RICHFIELD IIKMTANE—<’.H. TIRES A BATTERIES 

ELECTRIC SERVICE and 
CARBURETOR SERVICE

Jim’s Super Service
Rlrerxlde at Kitih

172« N. Rlveralde
Medford __________ Oregon

4

Joe’s Associated Service
Front and Pine Central Point

!
1

It's here now—the tire that 
gives you a jutber-tofl ride. 
See it today.

**• yuar naaraat 8.P. u*»nt, or writa J. A. Orniandy, GPa.*
<F! Pawtfia Ml**., Portland 4, Oiar»u

Go to bed here

:«n / / )

EXTRA LOW PRESSURE*.
ABSORBS ROAD SHOCKS

on your tn/) to PORTLAND 
or SAN FRANCISCO

Your trip becomen as simple as that when you use 
our convenient overnight train service. You can 
stretch out, relax and sleep in a roomy Standard 
Pullman berth while the miles glide smoothly by. 
Arrive fresh and trim, ready for work or play. Or 
nde in a comfortable coach at still lower fares 
Overnight service returning, too. For fares and 
schedules call

Ihe friendly Southern Pacific


