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Rogue River Fish Runs
Are Not on The Decline

I

One of the most valuable recreat­
ional assets to the Rouge River Basin 
and the State of Oregon, which would 
be seriously damaged by the build- 
ing of a high dam in the main chan­
nel of the Rogue River in the area 
used by migratory fish, as reported 
in the alternate plans of the Re­
clamation Bureau is the salmon and 
stellhead runs now existing. The 
State Game Commission has mode 
an extensive survey of the Rogue 
River fishery and teports that the 
same has an annual value to the 
State of Oregon of $2,155,000.00 
which capitalized at 4% amounts to I 
$53.875,000.00 and that over $26,000. 
00 has been invested in resorts, boats. ! 
commercial hatcheries, fish ways 
and fish screens. These figures are 
based on the year 1946 and the same 
oan be expected to increase if the 
fishery is preserved.

It has been contended by the sup­
porters of the Reclamation Bureau 
Plans that the fish life on the Rogue 
River is decllnirtl; to such 
that it has a vague ’ and 
recreational value and 
doubtful whether the fish
be maintained or improved. Refer­
ence has been quoted to show the 
decline of the fish runs but in doing 
so, several very Important factors 
have been overlooked.

Contrary to the Rogue Valley Ir- 
r i g a t i o n Assocatlon’s assumption 
that the runs of Rogue River steel-
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head and salmon are declining, it 
must be pointed out that the runs 
are showing dofinite trends toward 
an increase. With the detailed fish­
eries management program 
progress with all 
being controlled, 
expect the runs 
will continue to 
as time goes on.

Unscreened irrigation has taken v 
great toll of the fish runs during the 
past 2 0 years. The tremendous 
number of fish lost on irrigated 
fields has been the most important 
factor responsible for the fishery's 
decline up to and Including 1946. 
The screening program carried on by 
the Oregon State Game Comml-sion 
is nearing completion. With the re­
turn of those runs protected by in­
stallations of the rotary fish screens, 
even greater increases can be ex­
pected. Commercial fishing in the 
river took lu toll of the fisheries, 
but as one case of rare incidence, 
the river was elided to commercial 
fishing before it became too late.

True, the counts over Gold Ray 
dim have shown a decline from 1942 
through 1946. but those counts were 
from runs that were still affected 
during downstream migration by un­
screened or ineffi iantly - i n- ,i- 
diversions. The 1947 counts of chinook 
indsilver salmon have been complet- I 
ed with each run showing a definite 
increase over the previous year. The 
1947 chinook count totaled 34,740 
as compared to 30.065 of the 1946 
•ount (an increase of 15.5 percent). 
The 1947 count spawned from utoee 
fish counted In 1943 of which the re­
turn showed only a decrease of 8.7 
percent compared to the 31.1 per-’ 
cent decrease between the runs of 
1946 and 1942.

The 1947 count of silvers totaled 
5,341 compared to the count of 3.840 
during 194«. Not only was this a 40 
per cent Increase over the 1946 count, 
but the progeny showed a 65.4 per­
cent increase over the 1944 run from 
which it originated. The largest egg­
take in the history of Rouge River 
was made from this 194 7 run with 
over a million eggs taken for the 
Butte Falls Hatchery.

Addition to the unscreened ir­
rigation ditches mentioned above, 
other factors which have definitely 
contributed to a smaller count of 
fish between the years 1942 to 194«, 
art the take of the commercial off­
shore fish In the waters 
waters of the Pacific Ocean, 
f'shery definitely 
the Rogue River 
sime contributes 
the State. The 
naturally cannot 
spawn. Also a factor which has not 
been mentioned Is the tremendous 
fishing pressure which exists and 
which has increased during the last 
few years to great proportions. The 
number of people flshfhg has In 
creased tremendously from the mouth 
of the river to its upper most reaches.
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Thea* things have their effect and yet 
notwithstanding the same, the 1947 
count increased by 4.675 salmon. I 
This would Indicate that ground is 
being gained and greater improve­
ment in the future will be achieved, 
providing that the main channel of" 
th* Rogue River in which most of the 

spawn Is left in at least its 
condition.
the detrimental fax: to re com- 
the fisheries prior to 1943 

continue the unnecessary 
Rogue's

could not continue as a 
However.

fish 
present

If all 
tnon to 
were to
slaughter of fish life, the 
fisheries 
stable industry. However, most of 
these factors are correcter and con­
trolled so that now expected in- 

' creases in the resource can be looked 
upon 
main 
built, 
from 
to continue for some time to come, 
and the carnalized value of $53, 875. 
000 need not be considered as only 
a temporary investment. Even if the 
fisheries resource is 
only at its present level,
In tthe 
The runs 
the last 
Coast and 
tary value as the salmon and trout 
fisheries all over the country to de­
cline through decimation.

There is a surplus of spawning 
gravel for use by present numbers 

. o. migratory fish using the upper 
river. In the event these fish were 
blocked by danut and concetrated 
below those dams, there would bo 
no way In which the fish could be 
re-distributed over surplus gravel 
quantities in the river below or im­
proved utility of that gravel obtained 
because the fish by natural go 
stream to spawn. Only the first 
half mile of river below the 
would be used for spawning to 
great extent. The assumption drawn 
by the irrigation interests that be 
cause of this surplus gravel there J 
would be no loss is highly erroneous. 
With Plans A and H the problem in- ; 
volves 26 and 58 thousand steelhead 1 
and salmon, respectively, below main 
s.em d ims of which only several 
thousand could be expected to »pawn 
successfully. The loss would result 
from later spawning fish digging UJ 
and destroying the eggs laid prev­
iously. Only tile fish using the 
ravel for the last time could be ex- 
lW-cted to produce a successful hatch.

It has been stated that 1250 second 
feet of winter will pass through the 
power plant under Plan A and Im­
prove the conditions of the river by 
furnishing more water. This will be 
little improvement, if any. over 
normal years and further there is 
no guarantee that such amount of 
water will be allowed to flow down 
the river.

Whatever minimum flow may be 
implied to be guaranteed from the 
report is not borne out by the opera­
ting record of governmental agencies 
on other streams where projects are 
In existence. The Deschutes River 
in Oreon and the Sacramento and 
Sin Joaquin Rivers in California are 
good examples of what happens to a
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rlver after dams are built thereon. 
Most gnerlly the condition« are such 
they are not conductive or adequate 
for the protection of fish life. Furth­
ermore, 
house is 
down to 
summer 
and the mouth of Reese Creek 
is about ten miles of the river, 
area is one of the very best spawning 
areas in the river and wold result in 1 
great damage and render that stretch 
of the river practksilly unfit for use 
by fish runs and 
upstream will be 
ted bj- the dam.

Regardlees of 
in developing methods for handling | 
salvae and artificial propaation pro- I 
rants for preservation of fish life. I 
there is still no satisfactory substitute 
for unobstrurted streams In their na 
tural condition for maintaining large 
fisheries resources such aa that on 
the Rogue

—liogue
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ON YREKA GOLD RUSH
The Yreka Gold Rush celebration 

committee will make the gals revival 
of the famous gold festival a hands 
aerose the state affair. They will 
Join with the southern part of Oregon 
to incorporato the cities of Ashland. 
Medford, Klamath Falls, Grants Pass 
and others into the 
bratton that will be 
(Calif.) June 24-27
ing back to the days of Thompson’s 
Dry Diggin's; and Shasta Butte City

Gold Rush celc- 
held in Yreka 

inclusive, llark-

JORGENSEN’S 
DAIRY PRODUCTS

Quality Dairy
Products

BUTTER—MILK 
ICE CREAM

Phone 230» Medford

W. H. Klatt

SEWING MACHINE 
CENTER

Phone 33SH 23 Ho. Grape
Medford, Oregon

We Arc Still Doing IltudiH*« 
At Tlie Same Plat«

8 EWING MACHINE 
REPAIRS & PARTS

Ky/e’s Restaurant

both earlier nunre for Yreka the 
hand of time will he turned back to 
recall that the original Siskiyou goid 
»trike that rivalled the cry of Gold 
at Coloma canto in 1851. According, 
ly. this year’s affair will be the first 
of four celebrations to be held as a 
revival uf the Gold Rush Days that 
were last held in Yreka ten years 
•»"■ All the old time features will 
be re-enacted from the rustic dance 
hall to the mammoth historical para­
de on Sunday, June 27 that will have 
a» it s theme “Yesterday and Today.” 
Children's Day, Saturday. June 26 
and Pioneer'« Day, Friday, June 25 
are other features of the four day 
program that will get under way on 
Thursday June 24th with the Golden 
" est Girl's Dinner. A modern Gold 
Hay that will bring all the best 
attractions of world’s fair to Yreka 
will furnish the meeting place for 
everyone from 8 to 80, Old time and

• Packing
• Crating

• Shipping
• Storage

EADS
IB S. Fir. Medford Ph. 7121

Medfonl. Oregon

^Scratchin^L
For quick relict from itching caused by eczema, 
athlete’« fool, «cable», mmpleoand other itchin» 
condition«, use pure, cooling, medicated, liquid 
D. D. D. PRCSCRIFTION. A doctor'« formul i 
Greaaele«« and «tainlna Soothes, comforts and 
quickly calms intense itching. 35c trial bottle 
proves it. or money back. Don't sutler Ask your 
druggist today for D. O. D. PRiscmrrioN.

modern dances wilt hold sway tn 
every dance hall in town. Horseman­
ship will be at it’s beat when as a 
part of the celebration, Sheriff’s 
Posses from northern California and 
southern Oregon will hold competi­
tive drills at the Siskiyou County fair 
grounds on Saturday night. June 
26th. Among prominent persons who 
will be present are Senator Randolph 
Collier, Assemblyman Lester T. Davis. 
Congressman Clair Engle, and many 
others.

NOTICE
The Townsend club of 

Point is giving a beef stew 
Sunday, May 23rd, 1948.
side dishes. Come and try it.

Central 
dinner 

Lota of

Painting, Decorating
and Signs

Spray or Brush
Workmanship Full»- Guarantee«!

PAUL K. JONES
Phone 103

215 Laurel Central Point

MEDFORD ROLLER RINK

ROLLER SKATING

I

Medford Armory

s| N'DAY MT’ERNOON. 2 to 4:30

Skating Parties by Appointment. 
Phone 3(ISN <>r 723« Medford

The Miracle of Modern Roofing
PABCO WEDLED ROOFS

EKERSON ROOF & PAINT STORE
Pimm- XH43 3H south Bartlett Medfonl

Conger-Morris
OXYGEN EQUIPI’ E I»

AMBULANCE SERVICE

PUMPS
ANY SERVICE

ANY SIZE
ANY PURPOSE

ALEXANDER HDWE & IMP. CO.
DINNERS FROM 7 P.M. to 2 A.M.

CENTRAL POINT. OREGON
DANCING FROM » P.M. to 2 A.M

HOMES - BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES - FARMS
A Quarter Century of Honest Repair Service

AT SETNESS VARIETY STORE

Phone 1122
—ENDS SATURDAY—

CENTRAL POINT. OREGON
For Better Watch Repair—Try 'Fair' '*

— COMING — 
SIN. TURI WED.

tSQuinr
& PHONE 3991 :

HARDWARE
Phone 3lt3» Mc<lford. Oreroi-225 Wret Main

Joe’s Associated Service
Front and Pine Central Point

PHONE 4263

Acme Dry Cleaners We will supply you with new tires

International Trucks
We sell service Service for all your carTractors and Farm

needs. Service you cannot do withoutEquipment

BATTERIES-TIRES—ACCESSORIES

We will repair your old ones.

172« N. Riverside
Medfonl Oregon

Stamper & Golf Bros.

the Iron 
Curtain

ANDREWS
G««e

TIERNEY

Smiley Burnette
— C O M T N G — 

Finn.—Mon.—Tues.

Michael 
OSHEA 
Suso» 

HAYWARD

If you want to sell your home, farm or your business.
We invite you to list your property with us. We will give 

your listing our immediate attention.
LLoyd R. Rupp Mgr.

99 Highway at Cedar St.

Gilkey & Barnard
Auto Painting — Body & Fender Repairing 

Fast Service
PORI ABLE (.AS A. ARC WELDING

All \\<>rk Guaranteed!

3rd A OAK STS. CENTRAL POINT

H«r»’$ 0m Of Tin B»st 
Ways Ta MM Up Rad Blood!

You girls who suffer from simple 
anemia or who lose so much during 
monthly periods that you are pale, fuel 
tired, weak, ' dragged out "—this may 
be due to low blood-iron—

Bo «tart today—try Lydia r Pink­
ham'» TABLETS—one of the great«*« 
blood-iron tonics you can buy to help 
build up red blood to give more 
strength and energy—In auch cases.

Pinkham's Tablets help build up the 
•n> quautt of the blood (very impor­
tant) by reinforcing the haemoglobin 
of red blood cells.

Just try Pinkham’s Tablet* for 30 
day»—then see if you, too, don't re­
markably Leueilt. All drugstores.

Lydia L Pinkham's TABltTI

WATCH REPAIR SHOP
Dean A. Fair, Watchmaker, License No. 594

ÓAWDUST
Open 9 A.M. to 5 P.M

Central Point Fuel
( I NTRAL POIN f

Make Your Headquarter* «hen In Medford 
fill III IF.I.D IIIOCTANE—U.S. THU S • BATTERIIJt 

ELECTRIC SERVICE «nd 
CARBURETOR SERVICE

Jim’s Super Service
Riverside st Sixth

CULLEN MOTOR 
& Imp. Co.

123 So. Riverside


