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Perkins,

Chairman of the New
York City Committee
on Food Supply, Finds
That Science and In-

Revolutionary
Change
World's Industrial Re-
Whether
Like It or Not.

/\'I' \ RECENT public hearing
d

necessily of COOPeration soue ol

the legislation wus

Individualism
I'erkins retorted,

palism is asx dead

By GEORGE W. PERKINS,

Supply Committee

One of the greatest stumbling

B0 progreas s the human It

HAn= We find it difficult to strike
MWt olong entirely pew llues
Thomas Jefferson, in hila old age,
yrule o letter in which he said
wlie en aseribe to dhe men of the
prioceding uxe n wisdom more thap
buwin, and suppose what they did to
pe bevond nmendment I knew that
age [of the Revolation] well 1 be-
longed to it and labored with it, It
descrved well of its country It was
very like the present, but without the
experience of the present; and forty
years ecr1perience wurth n cen-
tury of book reading; snd this they
would say themselves were they to
arise from the dead

Great Changes Taking Place Rapidly.

The chnnges that oceurred from the
eclose of the Revolutioun=y War to Jef-
old sge made a deep lmpres-
vok hack
eI
the

the

ferson's
slon ou bis wind; yet as we
at them from this distance they
with

ace In

lofnitesimal when compared

changes thiut have taken

world the lust quarter of a century and

tremendous changes tuking place

the
oW
Greorge Washington was a representa

1 hae vmerican

half ngo e

tive of best type of

century amil a wWis u

W licding, o ier aud a sLatesuuin, yel

he did not Know us much about selence

I8 0 voung =choolboy of to-day
Thomas A, Edison tvpifies the sclen

st of our time, but the gip between

the man of the Edlson tyw il Wash

mgton s probably greater than the gap
between  Washlugton aml  the mar
whose hones were recently discoversl
near Trenton, N J., sald (o have lived
Lo NN yonrs g

The wdvances o sclen e, lotercom

rdnes

o these three great factors account
tupandons progress thils conn
v has mnde In the last twenty-five
) P
ey have swept away old prece
«. old enatoms, and they will even
Yy sweep away many of the laws
W on our statote books
I'he man of to-day who does not

y comprehend all this Is doomed to

o somewhat of a fallure, while the
n whoe does comprehend it will have
tken a long =tride toward sipcess
t many venrs slnece | was 8
il i t that tlmwe here was 0
) ng ms 1 The tele-
rn YOy mengre nse; fast ox
r 1l t exist It rtook
A ' “#* the wenn, and
I v flying machine we knew shout
s the muh derided one joseeased
w I i #n

Entering a New World

When Abraham Lincoln was Presl-
deut It took four davs or more for a
lettes to travel from his home In- 1IN
nols to New York It took him seversl
davs to go from his bomwe to Washing-

ton to be Innugurated And yet only a

few weeks ago a young womdin, un
alded and alone, teavelled v a fiying
miachine from Chicago to New York In
elght hours and fifty minntes

W are Just entering o new o'ectrical
world, where everything s done, u= It
were, on the lnstanfr

Our futhers had none of the modern
machinery with which soclal and busi
ness interconrse I8 now carried oo
Thelr sons are wrestilng with the prob
letn of how to use these new methods
of Intercommuuniecation nnd st adhere
to the laws, the precedents wamdl the
book learning of their fathers

This s OUR great problem. It Is a
difficult, complicated problem and s
cuusing o struggle of thtanie propo
tlons—a struggle to throw off inp a

night, as it were, the precedents of n
old world for the reallties of 4 new
JI:' "'ll .'I‘ MmMukers (ALY -rll‘ il = ||
But the educator. the sclentist and [he
Iuventor bave left us po o haedes Wy

mu=t adjust our thought and action o

new conditions

The Day of Individualism Gone

The hanges of the Inst iwenty five
venrs soclully, Indusrrially Wl st
jeen Il have been grent vel § bl
thev nre Infinltesimal H] d o tl

. bt are cotnlug
¢ these changes are zolng to
| nost  largely witl s ' b
ol 1  { man

In thi= untry we have been Jiving
n qige o f the utmost frecdom B 1

dividun It bas been the ndivid
“l perbad, when e ' f il iy
ligs S il In very fe \
= 1l fevil take tl TR TS

Wi i g ! il frevalomn '
the ndi Juaal and ive pricti=ed tlads

velom v poldnt wilies in man

ises o omir feo. 11 1T 11

nse to do almest snvihing that w
pleasedd o FHT prone it rofit  «

nefed 1, regnrdless of its el fect
on one VW e

In the early days, when Instantancons

intercommunication Jdid ot exist, when

edducation was measgre and sclence un

developed, what the Individual did was
of comparatively small consequence, for

dia

did not affect many people

his deeds not reach very far and
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Individualism.
»
Wit intercommunication drawing
- W ! together In one ceptralized

cotmunity, the act of the Individual

can affoct A large number of people

therefore, that form of freedom which

is shinply another expression for I

cense to do gs one pleasese cAn nNo

longer exlst

]
wWis sparsely

When Muanhattan sel-

tled and most of the people lved on

end It would not have

had

{ta southern

mattercd much there been a casa

of smallpox at the north end. The pa-
tient conlid have done pretty much as
he pleased without endangering any
one else

Itut a case of amallpox In the north
ern end of Manhattan to-day must be
quarantined imwmediately to protect
uwther people.

When | was a boy there was no So-
for the Preventlon of Crielty to
Animals, and had

that &« man could not whip his bhorse ns

clety

Any one suggestod

much as he pleased he would have lwon

ridiculed Indeed, In those dayvx the
fdea that 8 man had vot the richt 1o
beat his own child as he nloeases was
given little attention

When we were all driving hor-e< and
buggies there was no spweed it gl

have to
With the ad

did

Heense to drive a horse

A man not procure

vant of the automoblle a license has
become a necessity. The publi 1=l
know that the man who operates

asutomobile knows first bow to opwral e

second, to control it

it amd

Soclety Is finding It necessary to take

awny much of what has hitherto been
ealled “freedom of the Individual.,” In
my fudgment this process 18 only In its
infoney

Relation of Capital and Laber.

1 o

I'he freedom of the business m

do ax he pleases s now belng seriously
challenged, awd 1 mwost heartily agree
with what Mr. John D. Rockefeller. Jr,

sald recently at Cornell University to

the effect that one of the chief quali

fleations for o manager of a large busl-
rapidly coming to be

ness concern i«

the human quality and ability to ad
just differsnees wtween capitallst and
laborer and to understand thelr rela
tionship .

I'ntil recent years little broad think
ing was given to this problem aond dir
basie of

All this Is rap-

ferences were settled on the

‘might makes right”
ldly

period of vew Industrial relatiouships.

chavging and we are entering a

In the long ago the relationsblp be-
tweeen caplial and labor was that of
aowner and slave, then came the perfod
of master and man, then the period of
employer ench  period
belng a declded step forward

and employe

In my judgment we are just now en-

teriug n  perlod of copartnership,
where the tool user will be part tool
owner and woere capltal und labor wil

sbhare wore equitably o the profits ol

the Lusiness In which Lthey are jolnlly
engaged,

This advance s Inevitable because of
our educational system, whi'h teaches
the workingman to think for himself

It i lnevitable becanse intercommuni-
cation has told the workingman in one
community what the workingman In
other communities are striving for and
achleving




