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added th a t tin* B u rrell* were known as 
“d iv lls am ong tlie w eem eu.”

B estin g  thus on the steps o f Old 
Man G ale ’» store, the tw o talked on 
till they w ere disturbed by the sound 
o f sh rill voices approaching, a t  which 
the man looked up. Com ing down the 
tra il from  th e tow n were a squaw  and 
tw o children . A t sigh t o f  Necia the 
little  ones shouted gleefu lly  and scam 
pered forw ard , clim bing ovar her like 
h a lf grow n puppies. T h ey  were boy 
and girl, both brown ns Si w ashes, with 
eyes like Je t W ads and h air th at was 
stra ig h t and coarse  and black. At a 
glan ce B u rrell knew them  fo r “breeds,” 
am i evidently  the d arker h a lf was 
closer to th e su rface  now', fo r they 
choked, gurgled, stuttered  and cough
ed in th eir Indian tongue, while Neela 
answ ered  them  likew ise. A t a word 
from  her they turned and saw  him. 
then, abashed a t the stran ge splendor 
o f  his uniform , fell silen t, pressing 
close to her. T h e  squaw  also  seemed 
to  resen t his presence, fo r a fte r  a low
erin g g lan ce she drew th e shaw l closer 
about her head and, leav ing the trail, 
slunk out o f  sight around the corn er 
o f the store.

B u rrell looked up a t his com panion's 
c le a r  cut. delicate face, a t the wind 
tanned cheeks, ag ain st w hich her long 
braid s lay like the blue black locks o f 
an E gyptian  maid, then a t her warm, 
durk eyes, In w hich w as a hint o f the 
golden ligh t o f the aftern oon  sun.

T h e  b itte r  revolt th at had burned in 
him  a t the prospect o f  a long exile 
died out suddenly. IIo w  fresh  and 
flow erlike she looked, and yet th e w is
dom o f h er! l i e  spoke Im pulsively:

*‘I am  glad you are here. M iss Necia. 
I w as glad the moment I saw’ you. und 
I  have boon grow ing gladder ever since, 
fo r I never Imagined th ere would be 
anybody In th is  place but men and 
aquaw s—men who hate th e law and 
squ aw s who slink abou t—like th a t.’* 
Tie inxlded In the d irection  o f the In 
dian w om an’s disappearance.

Sh e looked a t him quickly.
44W ell, w h at difference would th at 

m ake?*’
“U gh! Squaw s and h a lf breed*!” 

H is tone conveyed In fu ll his u tter 
contem pt.

A curiou sly  startled  look lay In her 
tyes, and an inquiring, plaintive w rin
kle cam e betw een her brown.

“I don't believe j-ou understand,” she 
•aid. ‘‘L ieu ten an t B u rrell. th is is my 
•Inter. M olly G ale, and th is  Is my little 
brother. Jo h n .” Both round eyed e lf*  
made a du cking cou rtesy  and blinked 
a t the soldier, who gained his feet 
aw kw ard ly, a flush risin g  Into his 
cheeks.

From  th e  regions a t  the rear o f the 
atore cam e the voice o f  an  Indian wo
m an ca llin g :

“ N ecia! N ecia!”
“ Com ing In a m om ent!” th e girl ca ll

ed b ack ; then, tu rn ing to  the young 
officer, sh e added qu ietly : “ M other 
needs me now. G oodby."
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son ny side o f th e slope. I t  w as of 
great, square hewn tim bers, built In 
th e Russian style, the underside o f 
each  log hollowed to  tit snugly over 
its  fellow  underneath , upon which 
dried moss had previously been spread. 
M any a rch itects  hud worked on it as 
It grew  room by room through the 
years. It had »tret« hed a bit y ear by 
year, for the trad er's  fam ily had been 
big In th e early days when h unters 
anti m iners o f both breeds cam e in to 
trade, to loaf and to sw ap stories w ith 
him. Through th e  w in ter days, when 
th e caribou w ere In the north and the 
moose were scarce , whole fam ilies of 
n ativ es cam e and cam ped there, for 
A lhina, his squaw , drew' t»> her own 
Wood, and they fe lt  It th eir due to eat 
o f  the bounty o f  him  wlio ruled them 
like an  overlord.

T h e re  are m en w hose w its a re  quick 
as ligh t and w hose m uscles have been 
so tem pered and hardened by yours o f 

¡e x e rc is e  th at they are  like th ose o f n 
w ild anim al. O f such w as Jo h n  G ale, 
b u t w ith all h is Intelligence he w as 
very  slew  a t read in g ; hence lie chose 
to  spend his evenings w ith his pipe 
and his thoughts ra th er th an  w ith  a 
book, as lonesom e men are supposed 

; to  do. l i e  did with little  sleep, and 
i m any n ights he sa t alone till Alluna 
| and Necia would be aw akened by his 

heavy step as he went to  Ills lx*d. 
T h a t lie w as a m an who could reully 

l think and th a t his thoughts w ere en- 
: grossing no one doubted who saw  him
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r H E  trad er’s house n t  back o f 
th e j»u*t, fa r th e r  up on the 
hill. I t  w as a large, »leepy 
house, spraw ling again st the

sittin g  enthralled  a t such a tim e, fur 
he n either rocked nor talked nor moved 
a m uscle hour a fte r  hour, nml only Ills 
eyes w ere alive. Tonight th e spell 
w as on him again.

G ale ’s squaw* cam e In, her arriv al 
unannounced except by the scu ff o f 

; her m occasins, and seated h erse lf 
| again st the wall. She did not use a 

chair, o f w hich th ere were several, but 
! crouched upon a bearskin, h er knees 
! beneath  her ciiln . She sut th u s for a 
i long time, w hile Necia put tlie little  
1 ones to bed. Soon the girl cam e to 
; say good night.

W hen she had gone he »¡>okc w ith 
out moving:

“Sh e’ll n ever m arry Poleon D oret.“
“ W h y?” Inquired Alluna.
“H e a in ’t her kind.”
“Poleon Is a good m an.”
“None le t te r .  Bu t aha'll m arry some 

—som e w hite m an.”
“Poleon la w hite,” the squaw  de

clares!.
“H e 1» and he ain ’t. I m ean »he’ll 

m arry an ‘outside’ man. H e a in 't good 
enough, and—well, he a in ’t her kind.” 
A lluna's gru n t o f Indlgnutlon was a 
sufficient an sw e r to th is, but he re
sumed. je rk in g  his head lu the d irec
tion o f the b arrack s. “Sh«**s !a*en ta lk 
ing a lot w ith  th l*— th is soldier.”

“Him good man, too, I gu ess,” »aid 
th e wife.

“T h e h—1 he Is!” cried the trad er 
fiercely. "He d on't m ean any good 
to  her.”

“ Him got a woman, eh?” »aid the 
other.

“ No, no! I reckon he'» »Ingle all 
right, but you don’t understand. H e'*
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Gale*« squaw carne in.
| different from  us people. H e's—he’»”— 
j G ale paused, a t a loss fo r  words to con
i’ vey his m eaning. “W ell, he a in 't the 
' kind th at would m arry n h a lf  breed.” 

Evid en tly  Alluna read some hidden J m ean lug baek o f th ese words, for she 
J  »poke ifuh kly. but lu her own tongue 

now, ns she was accustom ed to do 
, w hen excited  or alarm ed.

“T h en  th is  th ing must cense a t  once. 
, T h e  risk Is too great. B e tte r  th at you 
! kill him before It Is too la te .”
I G ale rose and laid his big hand firmly 
. on her shoulder.
| “ D on't ta lk  like th a t. T h e re  lm» been 
! too much blood let alread y. T h e re ’s 
; tim e enough to w orry.”

H e ro«e; but, Inntead o f going to his 
, room, he strode out o f the house and 

w alked northw ard up the trull. Alluna 
»at huddled up In the doorw ay, her 

j shaw l draw n Hose about her head, and 
j w aited for him until the late sun dip 
I ped down below th e d istan t m ountains 
| for the m idnight hour, then rolled 
; s lan tin g  out again a few  points fa rth er 
j north , to begin Its long Journey anew .
I but he did not return. At lost »he crept 

stiffly indoors, the look o f  frig h t star- 
| ing in h er eyes.

About U o'clock the n ext m orning a 
fa in t and long draw n cry  cam e from  

| the fa r th e st lim its o f the little  camp.
; An In stan t la ter It w as echoed closer,
! and then u dog began to  howl. B e fo re  
! Its voice had died aw ay an oth er took 

It up sadly, and w ithin th ree breath«
I from  up and down the h a lf  m ile o f 

scan ty  w ater front cam e the cry  o f 
, “8 team -bo-o-a-tJ” Gubin doors opened 
! and meo cam e out, glunced up the 

stream  and echoed the ca ll, while from  
sleepy nook» and huh w arm ed roofs 
w olf dog* arose, yaw nin g and stretch  
Ing.

D ow nstream  cam e the fa in t sighing 
i w hoof-w hoof o f a steam er, and theu 
i out from  behind the bend »lie burst, 
i H er cab in  deck w as lined with passen 
i  gera, m ost o f whom were bound fo r  th e 
I “outside,” although »till clad In m ack

inaw  and overalls. T hey all gazed »1- 
| lently a t th e hundred men o f F lam - 
! beau, who stared  back a t them  till the 
1 gangplank w as placed, when they cam e 
j ash ore to s tre tch  th eir  lege. One o f 
l them , however, made sufficient noise 
I to  m ake up for the silen ce o f the o th 

ers. B e fo re  the steam er had grounded 
he appeared am ong the Hlwash deck 
hands, h is head and shoulder» tow er 

• lug above them, hi» w hite teeth  gleam 
ing from  a  fuce a s  dark a s  th eirs, sh out
ing to his friend s ash ore end panto 
m inting his delight to the tw o Gale 
children , who had com e w ith A lluna to 

i w elcom e him.
I “ W ho’s dose beeg. ta ll people w 'at 
; «tan* ’loagslde o f you. M is G ale?” he 

culled to  her; theu, shudlng h is eyes 
e laborately , he cried  In a great voice: 
“ W aal, w aal, 1 b ’lleve d at’s M sleu  
Je a n  an* M am ’selle M ollee! Ba gar! 
I*?y get so beeg w 'lle I ’m gone I don’ 

j know dem  no m ore!”
T h e  youthful G ales w riggled a t  this 

! delicious flattery am i dug th eir tiny 
! moc< aslned toes Into th e sand.

L ieu tenan t Bu rrell had com a w ith 
the others, for the arr iv a l o f a »team- 
boat called for the presence o f every 
ooul In cam p, and. »pylng Necia In the 
o u tsk irts  o f the crow d, he took hi* 
place beside her. H e had lain aw ake 

‘ for hours th in king o f her and had 
; fa llen  asleep w ith h er still In hi» mind, 

for the revelation  o f  her blood had 
com e aa a shock to  him.

1 H e had sprung from  a ra ce  o f »lava 
holders, from  g land w here birth  and 
breed are  more th an  any o th er thing, 
w here a drop o f  Im pure blood effect*  
an Ineradicable »tain. T h erefore  the 
thought o f th is  girl’» Ignoble parentage 
w as oo repugnant to  him th a t the 
more he pondared It th e more pitifu l 
It seem ed, the m ore mountr-m* Lying 
• w ake and th in king  o f  her In th e  «till 
n c m  o f  h is onarterww It had seemed a

very unfortun ate and a very terrib le  
thing. D uring his m orning duties the 
vision o f her had been fresh  before
hi in again, and his constant couteiupla- 
lion o f the m atter had w rought a 

[ change in his a ttitu d e tow ard the girl, 
i o f  which he w as un com fortably  con

scious and w hich he w as glad to see 
| she did not perceive.

T he men w ere pouring off the boat 
j now, and through the crow d cam e the 

tall Frenchm an, bearing lu the hollow 
! o f each arm  a child who clasped a buu- 
1 die to Its b r e a s t  I l ls  eyes grew  bright- 
j er at sight o f Necia, aud he broke Into 
i a flood o f patois. They fairly  bom bard - 
i c« 1 each  oth er with quick question» and 
I fragm entary  an sw ers till »he rem em 

bered her companion.
“Oh. 1 forgot my m anners! Lleuten- 

au t Burrell, th is is Napoleon D oret— | 
our 1’oleou!” she added, w ith proud 
em phasi*.

D oret checked his volubility and i 
| stared  ut the soldier, whom he appear- 
I ed to see fo r the tirst tim e. T he little  
| browu people h: his arm s stared  llke- 
1 wise, and It seem ed to B u rre ll th at a 

certain  d istru st w as In each o f the
• th ree pairs o f eyes, only lu those of 
| the man th ere w as no shyness. lu- 
1 stead, the C anadian looked him over 
; gravely from  head to heel, seem ing to 
! note each point o f the u n fam iliar ut- 
J tire ; then he inquired w ithout remov- 
I Ing his g lan ce:

“ W ere*bouts you live, eh ?”
“1 live a t tho post yonder.” »aid the 

lieutenant.
“ W a t bU ness you work a t? ”
“T h e lieutenant has been stationed I 

here, fo o lis h ,” said Necia. “Gome up 1 
to the s to re  quick and tell me w h at j 
it’s  like at D aw son.” 

in  spite o f the m an's unfriend liness, | 
Burrell w atched him w ith adm iration, i

• T h ere were no heels to his tu fted  fu r :
I Imm*ts, and yet he stood a good six  j 
1 feet two, as s tra ig h t as a pine sap- j 
| ling, and it needed no second glan ce to j 
i tell u f w hat m etal he waa made. I l l *  | 
| spirit showed In his whole body. In ;

tho set o f  Ills head and, above all, In | 
j Ills dark, w arm  face, w'bich glow'ed | 

with eag ern ess when he talked, and 
j th at was ev er—when he w as not sin g

ing.
“I  n ever soe »o many people since 1 

I l e f  Gnel>ec,” he was saying. “Sh e’s 
Ju s’ ink beeg c ity — mus’ be Free, four 
t ’ouHuu’ people. E v ery  day some more 
dey come, a n ’ all night doy dance an ’ 
»Ing an’ drink w 'lskee. B a  gosh, dat's 
fine p lace!”

“ Are th ere lot* o f w hite w om en?" 
asked the girl.

“ Yes: tw o. F ree  hundred. M o*’ o f 
dem U work in dauce hall*. H ere’s 

1 one tine gal 1 see, name' M arie Hour- 
gette. 1 tell you ’bout her by au ’ by.” 

“Oh, Poleon, you 're In love!” cried 
Necia.

“ No, s ire e !” he denied. "D e re ’*  d o b *  
o f dem gal look h a lf so purty lak you,” 
H e would have said m ore; but, spying 
the trad er a t  the en trance o f the atore, 
he w ent to him, stra igh tw ay launching 
Into the detail»  o f  th eir com m ercial en 
terprise, w hich, happily, bad been roost , 
successfu l.

Among th e m erchandise o f the post 
th ere w ere fo r »ale a »canty a sso rt
ment o f firearm s, cheap shotguns and 
a W in ch ester o r two, displayed In a 
rack !>ehlnd the cou n ter In u m anner 
to a ttra c t  the eye o f  such  native h unt
ers as m ight need them , and w ith the | 
rest hung a pair o f C olt's revolver*. I 
One o f th e  new  arrival» , who had sop- 

; arnted from  the other» at the front, 
now called to  G ale:

“ Are those C olts fo r sa le?  Mine w as 
' stolen th e o th er day.” Evidently he 

w as accustom ed to Yukon price», for 
he showed no surprise at th e figure the 
trad er nam ed, but took the guns and 

; tasted each  o f them , whereupon the 
old man knew  th at here w as no 

I “C heechako.” ns tend erfeet are known 
In the n« although the m an’s garb 
had decelv«.! him a t first glance. T he 

| stran g er balanced  tho w eapons, one la 
e ith er hand ; then he did the “double 
roll” neatly, follow ing w hich he exe- 

i cuted a move th at G ale had not wlt- 
| nessed fo r  m any years. He extended 

one o f th e guns, bu tt forem ost, as if  
(surrendering It, the action  being free 

| and open, » a re  fo r th e fact th at his 
( forefinger w as crooked and th ru st 

through th e  trigger guard; t h e j .  with 
the sligh test Jerk  o f th e w rist, the gun 
spun about, the handle Jumped Into hi» 
palm, and Instan tly  th ere was a click  
a * his thum b flipped the ham m er. It  
w as the old “road agent »pin.” which 

! G ale as a boy bed practiced hour*’ a t a 
tim e B u t th a t th is  m ao w se In earnest 
be «bowed by glancing upward sharply 

, when the trad er laughed
“T h is  one hangs all righ t.” ha «aid,

, “g lee  roe a box o f cartrid g e* ”
He em ptied his gold »ark In pay m eat 

for the gun and am m unition, then re
marked:

“T h a t p retty  n early c lean * me I f  I
had the price r d  tak e them  both ”

G ale wondered w hat need Induced 
th l*  fellow  to  »pend his last few  dot 
lire  *n a d re a m . Then  be Inqulrod- 

" Bound for the outside«”
“No I'm  lo n t ln g  here.”
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T h e trad er darted a quick g lan ce a t 

him. H e did not like th is  man.
“T h e re  a in ’t much doing In th is cam p. 

I t ’s a p re tty  poor p lace,” he said guard
edly.

”1*11 put In w ith you, from  Its looks,” 
agreed the other. “ I t ’s go t too m any

“y a p o Icon Doret—o u r Poleon  / ”

»oldlers to be w orth u d —n.” H e snarl- 
: o«l th is b itterly , w ith a pecu liar leering 
I l if t  o f hi» lip, a» I f  h is words tasted

bad.
“ Most o f  the boys are going up rlv- 

' er ,” »slid Gale.
“ W ell, those hills look as If they had 

gold In them ,” »aid the stran ger, point
ing vaguely. “ I ’m going to prospect.” 

G ale knew  Instinctiv ely  th a t th e fel
low wftK lying, fo r his hand» w ere not 
those o f n m iner, hut th ere w as noth
ing to he said. H is Judgm ent w as veri
fied, how ever, w hen I ’oleon drew  him 
aside la te r and »aid:

“ H e's bad m an.”
“ How do you know ?”
“Sh e's leavo D aw son d—u queeck. 

Dose mounted ¡»ollce t ’row 'iui on tie 
boat Ju s ’ before  we l e f . ” Then  ho tv4<l 
u story th a t he had  heard. T h e  m an. It  

| seemed, had le ft Sk ag w ay  U t w w s  tw o 
j suns, upon the disruption o f  ttoapy 
* Sm ith ’s band o f desperadoes» and had 
I made fo r the interior, but had been ln- 
I tercepted a t tlia  pass by tw o weratter* 

o f the citizen»' com m ittee who cam « 
upon him  suddenly. P retend ing to 
yield, he had executed som e u nexp ect
ed coup as he delivered his gun. for 
both men fell, »hot through the IxkI j . 
No one knew  Ju st what It w as lie did 
nor cared  to question him overm uch. 
The next heard o f him w as a t Luke 
B enn ett, over the line, w here the 
mounted police recognized him and 
sen t him on. They m arked him well, 
however, and passed him tin from  |>ost 
to post ns they had driven others 
whose records w ere known, but he hed 
lost h im se lf In the confusion ut D aw 
son for a few  w eeks until th e scarle t 
coated rid ers searched him out, d is
arm ed him and forced him aullanly 
aboard th is steam er.

( To be continued.)
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