MESSAGE 1S
GONSERVATIVE

Communication to Congress Alms to
Please All Classes,

Wants Financial Legislation and Favors
Changes in Railroad Law—Inves-
tigate Child Labor Conditions—
Protect Labor in Employ of Man-
ufacturer—Has Sobered Down,

Neo mation has greater resources than ours.
and 1 think it can be truthfully said that
the citizens of no nation poss 4 greater en
ergy aad Industrial ability In no nation
are the fundamental Dbusiness conditions
sounder than In ours at this very moment
and it is foollsh, when such is the cass, for
People te hoard money instead of keeping
it In sound banks; for It is such hoarding
that s the immediate occasion of money
stringency Moreover, as a rule, the husiness
of our people is conducted with honesty and
probity, and this applies alike to farms and
factories, to raliroads and banks, to all our
legitimate commercial enterprisea

In the effort te punisa the guilty It s
both wise and proper to endeavor so far as
possible to minimize the distress of th
who have been misled by the gullty Yet
it is not possible to rain because of s
distress from striving to put an end to
misdeeds that are the ultimate causes f Ll
suffering, and, as a means to this end where
Possible to punish those responsible for
them Ther> may be honest diTerences of
opialon as to many Governmental policles;
but surely there can be no such differences
&8 to the need of unflinching perseverance
in the war against successful dishonesty.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE.

No small part of the trouble that we
have comes from Carrying to an extreme
the National virtue of self-rel nce, of inde-
pendence In Initiative and action It s
wise to conserve this virtue and to provide
for Its fullest exercise, compatible with see
ing that liberty does mot become a Hberyy
toe wrong others Unfortunately, this is the

e

t
t

kind of llberty that the lack of all effective
regulation inevitably breeds. The founders
of the Constituticn provided that the Na
tlonal Government should have complete

and sole control of Interstate commerce
There was then practically no interstate
business save such a was conducted by
water, and this the National Government a!
ence proceeded to regulate In thoroughgolng
and effective fashion, Conditions have now

80 wholly changed that the interstate com
merce by water is insignificant compared
with the amount that goes by land., and a;

most all big business concerns are now en
gaged in Interstate commerce. As a
it can be but partially and Imperfectiy
controlied or regulated by the action of any
one of the several states; such actlon in
evitably tending to be either too drastic or

else too lax, and in elther case IneTectiyve
for purposes of” justice. Only the Nationa
Government can In thoroughgoling fashion
4xercise the needed control This does not
mean that there should be any extension of
Federal authority, for such auth ity al
ready exists under the Constitution In

Araplest and most far-reachir form, bu:
it does mean that there should be an exten
slon of Federal activity. This is not ad
vYocating centralization. It is merely look
ing facts in the face, and realizing that
eentralization In business has already come
and cannot be avoided or undone, and that

the public at large can only protect (tself
from certain evil effects of this business
centralization by groviding better methods
for the exercise of control through the

authority already centralized in the Nati nal
Government by the Constitution itself

FURE FOOD LAW,

Incidentally, in the passage of the pure-
food law the action of the warlous state
food and dairy commissioners showed In
striking fashion how mucn good for the
whole people results from the hearty co
eperation of the Federal and state off

in securing a given reform. It is prim
to the action of these state commi
that we owe the enactment of this
for they aroused the people, first
the enactment and enforcement of state
laws on the subject, and then the enact-
ment of the Federal law, without which
the state laws were largely ineffective
There must be the closest co-operation be-
tween the National and state guvernments
in administering these laws.
CURRENCY.

In my message to Congress a year ago 1
spoke as follows on the currency

I especially call your attention to the con-
dition of our currency laws. The National
bank act has ably served a great purpose in
alding the enormous business development
of the country, and within ten years there
has been an increase In circulation per cap-
ita from $21.41 to $33.08. For several years
evidence has been accumulating that addi-
tional legisiat! The recurr

law ;
to demand

lon Is needed
of each crop season emphasizes the defects
of the present laws There must soon be a
revision of them. because to leave them as
they are means to incur llability of business
disaster. 8ince your body adjourned there
has been a fluctuation in the interest on cal

money from 2 per cent to 30 per « and
the fluctuation was even greater durl the
receding six months the

The Becretary of
‘Teasury had to step !n and by wise s
Put a stop to the most vi it perj
cillation Evea worse than such fl
is the advance in commer rates
uncertainty feit in th L] ency of

even at high rates. All commercial int
suffer during each crop pericd Ex
rates for call money in New York attract
money from the interior banks into the spe

ulative fleld This depletes the fund 1t
would otherwise be avallable for commercis
uses, and commercial borrowers are forced
to pay abnormal rates, so that each Fall
& tax, In the shape of Increased Interest
charges, I8 placed on the whole commerce
of the eountry

Need for Immediate Actlon.

I again urge on the Congress the need of
mmediate attention to this matter We
need a-greater elasticity in our currency;
provided, of course, that we recognize the
even greater need of a safe and secure cur-

tion

rency. There must always be the most
rigid examination by the MNational author-
ities, Provision should be made for an
emergency currency. The emergency |ssue

should, of eourse, be made with an effective
guaranty, and upon conditions carefully pre-
reribed by the Government. Such emergency
issue must be based on adequate securities
approved by the Government and must be
issued under a heavy tax. This would per
mit currency being issued when the demand
for it was urgent, while securing It® retire-
ment as the demand fell off. ]t is worth while
investigating to determine wRether officera
and directors of National banks should
ever be allowed to loan to themselves
Trust compan| should be subject to the
Bame supervy on a8 banks; legislation to
this effect should bhe enacted for the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Territories.
THE TARIFF,

This country i definitely committed to
the protective system and any effort to
uproot it could not but cause widespread in-
dustrial disaster. In other words, the prin-
ciple of the present tariff law could not with
wisdom be changed But In a country of
such phenomenal growth as ours it is prob-
ably well that every dozen years or so the
tariff laws should be careflly scrutinized so
us to see that no excessive or Improper
benefits are conferred thereby, that proper
revenue 18 provided and that our foreign
trade Is encouraged. There must always be
as a minimum a tariff which will net only
allow for the collection of an ample revenue
but which will at least make good the dif-
ference In cost of production here and
abroad; that is, the difference In the labor
cost here and abroad, for the well-being
of the wage-worker must ever he a rardinal
point ef American pelicy. The question
should be approached purely from a busi-

Ress stanapoint; bLoth ta. ame and the ! nently exist m (he abandonment of
manner of the change belng such as to | eal labor, but In the development of physl
arcuse the minlmum of agltation and dis- | eal Iabor, so that it shall represent mors
turbance in the business world, and to Kive [ an® more the work of the tralned mind in
the least play for selfilah and faes { the tralned body
tional  motives The sole .-nrm.lnrutl--ni Cur school system s gravely defective In
should be to see that the sum total | 0 far as It puts a premlum upon mere
Of changes represents the public good. | literary training and tends therefare 1o
This means that the subject cannot with | train the boy Away from the farm and the
wisdom be dealt with In the year preceding workshop, Nothing (s more needed (han
A& Presidential electlon, because as & mattor the best type of Industrial achoal, Lhe
of fact experience has conclusively shown school for mechanical Industries in the elty,
that at such a time it Is Impossible to ket | the school for practically teaching agricul
men to treat It from the standpoint of the ture In the country The calling of the
public good. In my judgment the wise time skifled tiller of the woll, the calling of the
lo deal with the matter is Immediately after | Jii11ed mechanle, should mlike be recox
such election. niged as professions, just as emphatically
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW, as the callings of lawyer, doctor, merchanl
’ or elerk The schools should recognizs this
p1:1h1r'rha:’:':-|: T:‘: :I.\:.T: ::‘.l. t:;lu;ln\.t"llf:\“ fact and It should .m|un.|.) be recogniaed In
against wealthy offenders. There is no such | POPUlAr opinion The young man who hes
complaint now The course of the De {he farsightedness and courage to recognize
partment of Justice during the last few ::‘;!"‘rln“:, ‘\::..-‘:;\“I l:;. ]:1.}‘ m“““ |m“\.‘.-‘ ’:
yvears has been suc o . evident - . - sRs De @ " 58 GRlie
that no nmn‘-m;f!:‘n‘t:n‘e 1II‘|‘:klmut,‘ t!mt1 :1]- Malary or wages, and who re 8 10 eniw
corporation Is o wealthy that It cannot|'h® crowded fleld of the wo-called profes
te held to account I'he Department of | Y008, and takes to constructive industry In
Tustice has been as prompt to  proceed | *tead, 18 reasonably sure of an ample re
Agninst the wealthlest malefactor whose | Ward in earnings, in health, in opportunity
rime was one of greed and cunning s to | '® Marry sarly, and to establish & home wi
proceed against the agitator who Inecltes [® [7ir amount of freedom from worry I
to brutsl violence Everything that can be h be one of our prime toa put
done under the existing law, and with the ' the farmer and the me« on A
existing state of public opinion, which so | MEher plape of efficiency and reward, »
profoundly influences bgti. the courts and | 2% to Increase thel “nesa Iin the eco
juries, has been done But the laws them Romie worid, and refore the dignily
“eives need strengthening In more than one | the remuneration ) ' Power of thelr
Important point; they should be made more itions In the social w !
definite, s> that no honest man can b e grain-producing industry of the
*d unwittingly t2 break them, and o that country, one of the most important in the
the real wrongdoer can be readily punished | U'nited States, descerves special considar
? By ad ™ " atlon at the i the Congress Our
INJUNCTIONS graln ls sold exclusively by grades
Instances of abuse In thy granting of in ) mecure satl ry results In our h
functions In labor dlsputes continue to oc narkets and to facilitate our trade abroad
‘ur, and the resentment In the minds of | these grades should ApPProximate he
t se who feel that thelr righta are belng |« degre y and tainty
nvaded and th liberty of action and i = of | n a
speech unwarrantably estralned continues | . wn r 4
ikewise to grow Much of the attack om | re rds, re o
the use of the of Injunction Is wh mity ng
without warr 1 am nstrained 1t ne ATy health
fXpres for some of It there f npininis agalnet I
s wa bekoming « M ed and t
more Iimportance Erowing in v ume and nsiLy '
and unless the courts themselves al 1y In this country but abr the
with it In effective manner, It s cesta fore suggest o the Congress ad
titimately to demand some form of leg Rblilty of a National system inspe v
ve action It weuld be most unfertun and grading of grain en sring Into Inte
ate for our soclal welfare If we sho 1 tate and forelgn mmerce as & rewied
permit many honest and law-ablding « for the present evils
zens to feel that they had Just cause RECLAMATION WORK
regarding our courts with hostility 1 lon should be far more extensively
raestly commend to the attentjon of the Al present, mot only In the
Congress this matter, so that some way gEreat plaine and the Ro ¥
may be devised which will limit the abuse » n many othe as, for In
f injunctions and protect those rights which | #tance In large por "ne { Foulh At
from time to time It unwarrantably Invade. antie and Gulr es. whe t should g
Moreover, discontent |s often sxpressed with | hand In hand he reclamation >
the use of the process of Injunction by th swam Fedaral jover
courta, not enly In labor disputes, but where | 5t evole itself to 1t
*tate laws Are concerned I refrain from | realiz t utilization of waterway
discussion of this question as I am informed | Waterpower, forestry, Irrigation a: q
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The Congress should consider the sxtension
f the sight-hour law The constitutionality
»f the present law } recently been called
into question, and t SBupremes Court
decided that the existing [
questionably within the power
gress The principle of the elght ur day
rhould as rapidly and as far as practicabis
be extended to the entire work carried on
by the Government, a ent law
should be amende tracts on

have

those pul wor the present word
ing of the act has been construed to ex
e The gEeneral introduc m of the
hour day should be the goal toward
ch we should steadily tend, and ths
Government should set the example in this
respect
Compulsory Investigation of Indastrial

Msputes
outs, with thelr attendant

increase. Fou

Strikes and loc

loss and suffering contipue to
the five years ending Deécember 31, 1905, the
number of sirikes was greater than those

in any revious ten years and was double
the number In the preceding 0
These figures Indicate the Increas!

of providing some machinery to deal
this class of disturbances in the interest
alike of the employer, the employe and the
general public. 1 renew my previous recom-
mendation that the Congress favorably con-

sider the matter of creating the machinery
for compulsory Investigation of such In
dustrial controversies as are of sufficient

magnitude and of sufficlent concern to the

people of the country as a whole to warran®

the Federal Government in taking action
Capital and Labor.

that

for some time to come
increase abselutely,

It Is certain
there wil

and vely., of those among our
cit i ities or towns of some
size work for wages This means
that be an ever Increa & need
Lo e prublems inseparable from a
v Where an Im-

usineas en] lally In

: .
re.ating 1o manufacture and
is transacted by a large num

ber of capitalists who employ a very
much larger number of WAK®-eArners,
the former ten more and maore to
ine into ecorporations and the lat-
nte unifons The relations of the
list and wage-worker to one an-

of each to the general public, are
not always easy to adjust: and to put them
and keep them on a satisfactory Lasis is one
of the most important and ons of the most
delicate tasks before nur whole civilization
Much of the work for the accomplishment
)f this end must be done by the individuals
concerned themselves, whether singly or In
combination; and the one fundamental fact
that must never he lost track of Is that the
rharacter of the average man, whether he
be a man of means or & man who works
with his hands, is the most important factor
in solving the problem aright. But it is al-

most equally Important to remember that
without good laws It Is also Impossible to
reach the proper solution It Is idle to hold
that without good laws evils such as child
labor, as the over-workl of women, as the
fallure to protect employes from loss of
life or limb, can be effectively reached, any

more than the evils of rebates and stock-
watering can be reached without good laws
To fail to stop these practices by legislation
ans to force honest men Into them, be-
e otherwise the dishonest who surely
will take a ntage of them will have every-
thing their own way. If the states will eor-
rect these evils, well and good: but the
Nation must stand ready to ald them.
Farmers and Wage-Workers.

When the Department of Agriculture was
founded there was much sneering as to its
usefulness, No department of the Govern-
ment, however, has more emphatically vindi
cated Ite usefulness, and none save tiwe
Postoffice Department comes so continually
and intimately into touch with the people
The two citizens whose welfare is in the
Aggregate most vitai to the welfare of the
Nation, and therefore to the welfare of all
other ecitizens, are the wage-worker who
does manual labor and the tiller of the soll.
the farmer. There are, of course, kinds of
labor where the work must be purely mental,
and there are other kinds of labor where,
under existing conditions, very little de-
mand Indeed Is made upon the mind, though
I am glad to ray that the proportion of men
enguged In this kind of work is diminishing
But in any community with the solid,
healthy qualities which make up a really
great nation the bulk of the people should
do werk which ecalls for the exarcise of boih

body and mind. Progress cam not perma-

ianation of Ia threatened w
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Service In developing the larger opportunl
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een, of ourse, opposition te this work
pposition from eson nierested men wh
Nire to exhaust the land for their ow
mediate profit without regard (o the wal
re £ the next ger . and opg

from honest and we ng men wh

not y unders 1 b
not look far enoy
s, I think, dying WAy 1

understanding
Yyrong to alle few
haust for their own temporary persona!
profit the resoufces wh ought to be de
veloped through use s0 as to be conserved
for the permanent common advantage of the
peuple ‘a whole
PUBLIC LANDS,

The effort of the Governament Lo deal with
the publle | d haa been bassd upon the
"ame principle as that of the He amation
Service The land law system which was
lesigned to meet the needs of the fertile
ind well-watered reglons 1 4 the Middie
West has largely broken down whean )

led to the dryer regio of the Ereat

the mountains a much of the

Pe, where a farm of 100 acres Is

for self-n rt In these

the aystem t f to fraud, and

nuch land passed o of the hands of tLhe
iovernment without passing Into the hands

f the ho maker Fhe Department f the
Interior the Department of Justice
joined In prosecuting the ¢ nders agalnst
Lk law; and they have arce plished much
while where the administration of the law
has been defective It has been changed
But the laws themselves are defective
Fhree years ago a public lands commission

was appointed to scrutinize the law, and de
fecta, and recommend a remedy Their ex-
amination specifically showed the existence
f great fraud upon the public domain and
thelr recommendations for changes In the

law were made with the design of consery
ing the natural resources of every part of
the public |a by puiting It to its best
Use

attention was
sattlement by

Especial

ed to the pre

ventien of passage of
Ereat areas of public land Into the hands of
¢ few men, and to the enormous waste
aused by unrestricted grazing ugon the
npen range The recommendations of the
Publl L.ands Commission are sound, for
they are especlally in the interest of the
actual home-maker: and where the small
home-maker cannot at presenf utilize the

land they provide that the Government shall

keep control of It so Yhat It mMAY not be

mopnopolized by a few men The Congress

has’ not yet acted upon these re ommenda

tion but they are 50 just and proper, so

al to our Natlor welfare, that |

f confident, if the .« Kress  will take

time to consider them, that they will ultl
mately be adopled

FORENTS,
Optimiam Is & gdod characteristie. but If

excess It becomes foolishness
speak of the resources of
Inexhaustible; this In not
#0. The minegal wealth of the country, the
coal, iron, gas, and the llke. does not
reproduce itself, and therefore is certain
to Le exhausted ultimately; and wasteful
ness In dealing with it today means that
our descendants will feel the exhaustinan a
Eeneration or two before they otherwise
would But there are certaln other forms
of waste which could be entirsly stopped —
the waste of soll by washing, for instance,
which Is among the most dangerous of all
wastes now In progress In the United States,
Is easlly preventable, so that this present
enormous loss of fertility Is entirely un
Decessary The preservation or replacement
of the forests n one of the most Important
means of preventing this loss We have
made a beginning in forest preservation, but
it is only & beginning At present lumber
ing is the fourth greatest industry in the
United States; and yet, so rapld has been the

carried to an
Ve are prone o
this country as

¢

rate of exhaustion of timber In the United
Etates In the past, and so rapldly is the
remainder belng exhausted, that the coun
try Is unquestionably on the verge of a
timber famine which wiil be feit in every
househld In the land There has already
Leen a rise in the price of lumber, but there

is certain to be a more rapld and heavier
rise In the future

The present annual consumption of lum-
ber is certalnly three times as great as the
annual growth; and If the cansumption and
growth contimue unchanged, practically all
our lumber will be exhausted In another
generation, while Jong before the lHmit to
complete exhaustion 1s reached the growing
scarcity will make Iteelf felt in many blght-
Ing ways upon our Natlonal welfare. About
20 per cent of our forest territory is now re-
served In National foreste; but thess do not
Include the most valuable timber lands,
and in any event the proportion is too small
to expect that the reserves can aceomplish
more than a mitigation of the trouble which
is ahead for the Natlon, Far more Arastic
action Is needed. Forerts can be lumbered
#0 as to give to the publie the full fse of
thelr mercantile timber without the slight-
est detriment to the forest, any more than
It is a detriment to a farm to furnish a
harvest; so that there is no parallel between
forests and mines, which can only be com-
pletely used by exhaustion. But forests, if
used as all our foresta have been used in

the past and as most of them are still used,

| eMectiva use can be mwade of them again

an befors
Al
valra

aged that many decades have to p

these faclts are so obvious thay It Is

Oudinary that It should be necessary to re
peat them
LM course to check the waste of timber

means that there must be on the

phiysi- | will be elther wholly aestroyed, o. s dam-! the Army,

part of the |

Public the acoeptance of a temporary re
siriction In the lavish use of the timber, in !
order to prevent the total loss of this use

Iin the future There are plenty of men in
Publi¢ and private lite who actually adve
cite the continuance of the present system
of unchecked and wasteful extravagaice
using as an argument the fact that to check
It will of course mean interference with the
ense and comfort of certaln poaople whoe now
get lumber at less L than they ought 1o
Py al the sxpense of the fulure Eenera

tione Home of these paoi actually de
mand that the present forest reserves be
thrown open to destruction, because for
saoth, they think that thereby the price of
lumiber could be pul down again for two or
three or more years Fhelr attitude In pre
claely like that of an agitator protesting
AEgainat the outlay of mot &y hy farmers oh
manure and in taking care of thelr farms |

Kenarmlly
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ALASKA,
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Road
uld be er noyy of
Alaska should be g riatior
Wherewith to orgar pr rve the
prace Whisky selliing to the natives
e made a felony The coal land laws
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The courage and ent lon of the cltizens of
the far N ' e projected Alaska
Yukon-Pa on, 1o be held in 10D
should res encouragement, This
cxposition is not sentimental In Its concep
tion, but seekn o exploit the natural re
sources of Alaska and to promote the com
merce, trade and Industry of the Pacifie

Etates with their neighboring states and with

our Inwular possessions and the nelghboring
countriee of the Paclfi« The exponition asks
no loan from the Congress, but seeks uppro
priations for Natlonal exhibits snd exhibite
of the Wenlern dependencies of the General
Government The BSts of Washington and
the clity of Seattls have shown the character-
istle Western enterprise In large donatlons
for the conduct of this exposition, In which
other wstates are lending generous assislaice

A bureau of mines ahould be creajed under
the control and direction of the B retary of
the [Interior; the bureau to have powes to
collect wtatistics and make investigations In
all matters pertaining to mining 1 par
tieularly to the accldents and dangers of the

industry If this cannot now be done, at
least additional appropriantions should be Klven

the Interlor Department to be used for the
study of mining conditions or the prevention
of fraudulent mining schemm, for carrylng
on Lhe work of mapping the mhming districta,
for studying methods for minimigng the a«
cldents and dangers In the Industry, In short,
to ald In all 't wuys the developinent
of the mining

I call your especinl attention to the un-
satisfactory econdition of our forelgn mall
IR whirh, be ine of the lack of Amerl
can steamship U - Is now largely done
through forelgn lines, and which, particular!y
#0 far as Houth and Central  America are

In done In & manner which
barrier 1o

concerned,
tutea a serlous
our commerce,

Not only there I8 not now, but there never
has bheen, any ether nation in the world mso
wholly free from the evils of militarisam as
Is ours There never has bean any other
large nation, not even China, which for so
long & period has had relatively to its num-
bars so small a regular army as has ours.
Nevér at any time In our history has this
Natlon suffered from militarism or been In
the remotest danger of suffering from mill-
tarism Never at any time of our history
has the regular Army been of a slze whaich
caused the slightest appreclable tax upon
the taxpaying citizens of the Nation. Al-
most always It has been too small In size
and underpald. Never in our entire history
has the Nation suffered in the ast particu-
lar because tvo mueh care has been given te

const |-
the extension of

A\

oo much prominencs given M,
oo much money spent ypon It of hecaune i
has hoen oo large.  Hut agaln and agaln we

have suffered becn encugh ¢ hna nae
beon glven to I, becausa It has been loe
srmall, because there has not heen suflMiciens
preparation Iin advance for wible war,
Every forelgn wir In which we have on
gnged han st us many times the amount,
which, If wisely expended during the preced-

Ing yoars of peace on the regular Army,
would have insured the war ending In but »
fraction of the time and Lut for a fraction
of the cost that was actually the cas Aw
& Natlon we have always been shortsighted
In providing for the afMiciency of the Armmy
In time of peace It Is nobody's sspeciant in
terest to make such provision and ne one
looks ahead 1o war alt any period, ne mat
ter how re te, & being =a lous possj-
bty . while an Improper economy, or rath-
or niggardiine can be practiced at the ex
penss of the Army with the ceftninty that
thonk practicing 1 will not ve called (o ac-
vount therefor but that the price will be
pald by the unfortunate persense who hap
pen to be In offlce when & war does actuslly
come

'ne Medieal ¢

e should be much larger

than the needs of our regular Army In war
Yot at gpresent It Ie sinsller than the needs
of the service deman ®,en in ponie. The
panish War ovocurred less than len §Feers
T The hief losa we suffersed inn Il wan
] discane among the reglment whith never
left the swuntry Al the mimmhent the Nallon
sremed deeply Impre Ly this facl, yei
seamingly It hae alread tgutten, for
Aol the slightest offer! has been made e
propare u medical corps of suf el sine
o prevent the repetition of the same
sEler on & much If we sho
 F he engnged In a serious conflicl
trouble In the Fpanish War was not with
the then exist efficiale of 1 War De
tment It w wit the re navnilallves
the people as g whole who, fur the pre
1ing years, haud declined @ make 1§
hecessary provislon for Ariny Ualess

Binpie | viwl
t put the Medi
t Tisnmater i
A the respons
v ' rEe
" n | LL -
e AsBAry provis
the Med
Aepartme
. »h 1 he
1 Micers aho
e ® no hig?
A . an re Al s icer and he - ]
have a falr reward for his admirable wprk
ere 8 A be e t .
Increase In the pay for the enlie "
. L al provision sh i be
shing grades squivalent e home
"nt (4 4 cre in the Na Y wh al
' the enlisted men .t e
Ae ng and wha da 1he woark we
1 ts should he offered suMiclent 1o
really gond me L miake Lthe
Armmy a Iife accupation The primes neads
e r preseant Army s tn se re and retain
atant non tilae r 1 uff v re This
118y t reste fundamentally oen 1 ques
tion of pay
haps the most impartant of all legis
atlon needed for the bheneft of the Army
T AW 1o Ihereas the pay »f
Wirers ar ¥ men M the Army
Nav Marine (Corg anAd Nesenue Culiles
ner . Bueh & bl has been prepared,
hieh it s hoped wil e with » '
fa rabie ronelderntion The BeRl ey
saentia measyure In 1 auth 'ae & ARumbegy
f entra fMlcers A ment ned above Fra
ake the Army m ® Bitras o eniisted
er [ in abeo wly eosrential 4o creats »
. . e L] h as #2 in B ReRrly ol y
fern & . W 1. 1 A e akl!led
2 il inek r i aral # LT |
w itk " iinleatra r - h = now
eancted, without Just pensation of on
A men w he . TArT, hnlered the
Army 1 16 se geither dif
ferenmt kind IThere er of L
AWSE Recesaary | “ e Armmy a»
i promote (is oM farllitatle Ite
apld sxpansion In e A bul lhe
aAbove Are the most Impor /
The Navy.

It was hoped The Hague Conferense might

deal with (he question of (he inthon «f
. Arnents But even before It had ases .
lead ntl mal Inquigies had devs) predd that
an regards nava armaments, the duly omes
n whi th tounlry had any intersstl, |
was h iess 1o try 16 des any plan for
which there was Lhe » possibliiny
of wes Ing assent of Eathered
At The Hague Na § PO s sed
"hich woud have had nt of more
han ne Arst-clase o e of ihe
ted Niates The hat seemed
all franilile Lhiat Ihe wine
f battleships, met = f or al all
It In evident, therefore that it s folly ftou
' Natlon te base any hope of ascuring
peares on any Internationsl aresment as I«
the lmitation of armaments Kurh being
! t i = . moal n se for us
to stop the upbullding of our Navy To
Lulld one battieship of the hest and most
mdvanced (ype & yeoar would barely heep
Gur fieet up to s presentl force 'hie 'n
not enough In my jJudgment we should
this year provide for f battleahipa Dut
it s idle toe bulld ba ahipgs wuniess In
wddition to providing the men, and the
means thoarough training, we provide
the auxiliaries them unless we pro
vide docks, the coaling stations, the eolilers
and supply ships they need We are
fxtremely deficlent In coaling stations and
docks on the Pacif 1 this deficlency
shauld not lonmger be permitted te exiwm
Flenty of torpedo poals A destroyers
should be bulilt Hoth on the Atlantie and
FPacifie coasts fortifications of the best Ly pe
should be provided for all our Kreatesl har-
bors
Until our battle fleet s much larger than
At pressnt It should never be splil Inte de
tachments so far apart that they ecould not
n event of emergency e peedily
united Our coast line 1» ogn the Pa-
ifle Just «us much a8 aon the Atlan
tie The Interests of California, Oregon
and Washington are as emphatically the |

tereats of the whole Unlon as those of Maine
and New York f louana and Tezas
he  battle fleet should now and then be
moved to Lthe Paclfi Jjumt as at other times
it srould be hept in the Atlantic When the
Ishmian Canal s bulit the transit of (he
battie f) from one ocean ta the other wil)
be comparatively cany Until 1t Is bullt, 1
CArnest|y e that the battle (leet wil! be
thus shifte between the two oceans every
YyeaAr or Lwo The markemanshlp on all our

ships has Improved vhenumenally during the

lant five yeuras,

Until within the last twe or thres years It
was not possible to train u battle flest In
rquadron maneuvers under peryics caonditiona,

ard It is only during these last two or three
yesrs that the tralving under ihess conditions
haw really become effective Another and inost
fiecensary stride In advance Is now being
taken.  The batile fleet In about wtarting by
the Stralts of Magellan to visit the Pucifie

(vant Hixteen batlleships are golng under
the command of Rear-Admiral Evans, while
clght armored erulsers and two other ba‘tle-
shipsn will meet him at Han Francisco,
whither certain torpedo destroyerm are alne
golng No fleet of such size has ever made
such a voyage, and It will ba of Very mreat

educational use to all engaged In . The
only way by which to teach officers and men
how to handle the fleet o as to mest o ry
pumeble strain and emergeney In time of wWar
In to have them practice under similar cons
ditlons In time of peace. Moreover, the only
way to find out our actual needs s Lo per-
form In time of peace whalever maneuvers

might be necemsary In thine of war, Alter
War I deciared It ia too late to fAind out
the needs; that means to Invite disaster, This
trip to the Pacific will show what some of
our nreds are and will ennble us to provide
for them The proper place for an officer

th learn his duly ks at sea, and the only way
In which & navy can ever be made efficlent
In by practice at mea, under all the oconditjons
whicn would have to be met If war rxinted

If all that ought to be done cannot mow
he done, at least let a beginning be made.
1 y last three annual messages, and In
A special messa to the last Congress, the
necessity for legislation that will cause of-
ficers of the line of the Navy to reach the
krades of captaln and rear-admiral at lens
advanced ages and which will ea them
to have more sea tralning and experience
in the highly responsible duties of thomse
grades, so that they may become thoreughly
skliliful In handling battleships, divisions,
squadrons and fleets In actlon, has bee
fully explalned and urgently recommended.
Upon this subject the Becretary of the Navy
has submitted detalled and definite recom-
mendations which have recelved my ap-
proval, and which, If enacted inte law,
will accomplish what s immediately meces-
sary and will, as compared with in
law, make a saving of more than ‘l..a
during the next seven years.

THRODORE ROOS "
Whita fouss, Decembey », .

The




