e AAA

CHAPTER VII (Continued.)

The president looked round the nssem

“Ah, ah,” the géneral sald, It was to
you, then, that | owe my recall?”

bly, rose In the midst of a profound »l “Yen, general, to me alone.”
lence, wtretehed out his arm toward the “1 am delighted to hear it,”
genernl, who stood cold and passionless “You remnined, then, In Bonora, with
before him, and, after darting at him n luui power or influence, hated and despis
withering glance through the holes made | od by all, and marked on your forehead
In the erape that concenled his face, he | with that indelible brand which was im
sald, In a grave, wtern nnd Impressive | printed on Cain, the first murders r; but |
volce Mexico In a blessed country, where amb] |
“Caballeros, remember the words you | tious men like yourself ean easily fish in |
Are about to hear. In the first place, in | troubled waters, when, like yourself, they
order to reassure you aud restore your | are not restrained by any of those bonds
freedom of mind, lenrn, that you have | of honor, ut you could not remain long
not fallen into the hands of Indians | bowed beneath the blow that had fallen .
thirsting for your blood, or of pirntes who | on you and s you resolved to leave Bo- |
Intend L p]uulu-r vou first and nssas | nora nnd ||l'»-l-'] to ,\I-‘!IHD. \l-}u'r-',
sinate you aflterward When you have | thanks to your colossal fortune and lhh:
acted as Impartinl witnesses you will be | influence it would necessarily give you, |
at liberty to continue your journey, with | you could earry on your ambitlous pro- |
out the forfeiture of a wingle article, The ‘ Joectn Your preparations were soon made
men seated on my right and left, although | listen attentively, general, for | assure
masked, are brave and honest Lhui®ers I_\uu that I have reached the most inter-
The day mny perhaps arrive when you | esting part of my narrative,
will know them but reasons, whoss i | “Ax you fancied, for certain reasons |
portance you will speedily recognlize, com which It s unnecessary to remind you I
pel them to remain unknown for the pres ""'- that your enemles might try to lay |
ent." | vome ambush for you, you thought it
One of the travelers belonging to the | necessary to take the following precau
second caravan stepped forward ; he wan | ticns, the Inutility of some of which 1
& young man, with elegnut and noble | presume that you have recognized. While, |
features, tall and well built E.’u." the purpose of deceiving your enemles, l
“"Caballero,” he answered, Iin a dis you started in disguise, and only accom ‘

tinet
my companlons, the reassuring words
you have spoken. 1 know
ble are the laws of the desert ;
mit me to ask

“Speak, eaballero.”

voice, ] thank you,
for
implaca
but per

you one guestion i

horw

in the name of |

| Intended to fo low,

“Is it an act of vengeanee or justice
You are about to carry outy”

“Nelther, senor.”™

“Enough of this,” the general mald
haughtily : “and If you are. ns you nasert,
an honorable man, show your face.”

“No, Don Bebastian,” sald the pres
dent, “for in that ease the game would
not be even between uwn”™

The general attempted to mmile, but in
opite of himwself the smile died away on |
his lips. The president looked round
with flashing eyes and began speaking

agnin In a sharp, cutting volee
“Now, he wmald,
Judge this man lmpartially ; but do
Judge him according to prairie law, but
In your hearts, Gen, Don Ne!
rero, who is standing so bold and upright

listen, senores,” “and

astian (Guer

before you At this moment, s one of the
Ereatest noblemen of Mexico Hin for
tune s Immense, almost inealculable
This man, by the mere strength of his
will, and the lmplacable egotism that
forms the basls of his charmcter, has al
ways succeeded In everything he has un
dertaken Coldly nmbitlous, he has cov
ered with cory .l wly road he has
followed to attain his proposed object,
aud he has done so without hesitation or
remorss ; he has looked on with a smiling
face, when his dearest friends and nearest
relntions fell by his side; for him noth
Ing which men respect exists, [le had a
duliglltrr, who was the periection of wom
en, and he coldly lacernted her heart; he

aud the blood
his fllr--]u'l!l!
vitnessing the

finally drove her to sulcide
of the poor girl spurted on
while he was trlumphantly

legal murder of the man she loved, and
whose death he resolved on because he
refused to palter with his honor This
human-faced tiger, this monster with the
mocking skeptical face, you see, senores,
has only one thought, one object, one
desire—to attain the highest rank, even
i, to effect it, he were compelled to clam

of his near
if he

ber over the panting corpses
nnd

est relations and frien can
not earve out an Independent kingdom in
this collapsing republic, which is called
Mexico, bhe wishes to selze, at least, on

the supreme magistracy, and be elected
president, Iwn Sebas
tinn Guerrero, military governor of So
nora,"

“Oh!" the audience sald involuntarily,
as they Instinetively recolled in horror,

“If this man (s the ex-governor of
Bonora,” the hunter who bhad already
spoken sald, in disgust, "he is a wild
beast, whom his ferocity has placed be-
yond the pale of soclety, and it Is the
duty of honest men to destroy him."

“He must die! be must die!"” the new-
comers exclalmed,

Thi= wan is Gen,

CHAPTER VIIIL

“Nonsense,” sald the general, shrug-
ging his shoulders with a contemptuous
smile, "1 know now who you are; your
hatred of me has unconscously discov-
ered you. Remove that veil which is no
longer of any use. You are the French
hunter whom 1 have constantly met in
my path to impede my projects, or over-
throw my plans,”

“Add,” the hunter interrupted, “and
whom you will ever meet. DBrothers,” he
added, turning to his assistants, “my mask
alone must fall; retain yours, for it is
fmportant for my plans of vengeance that
you should remain unknown.”

The four men bowed their assent and
the hunter threw away the crape that cov-
ered his features,

“Yalentine Guillois!" the general ex-
claimed ; “1 was sure of it."

“Listen then,” the hunter coldly con-
tinued ; “when my unhappy friend fel at
Guaymas, in my paroxysm of grief 1
allow that I intended to kill you; but re-
flection soon came, and 1 saw that it
would be better to let you live. Thanks
to me, one week after the Mexican govern-
ment, not satisfied with disavowing your
conduct, deprived you of your command
without inquiry and refused to explain to
Jou the motives of their conduct.”

men, for California, In
Mexico across the
you fjues
wt details of the road you
Your

patied by a few
order to return to
tecky mountaine

tioners the ful

while gEave

with your men
different, The man in
placed your confidence, Don
Isidro Vargas, who had known you when

real object was

whom you

a child, and whom you had converted |
nto your tool, took the shortest, and, |
consequently, most direct route for the |
capital, having with him not only twelve |

mules loaded with gold and silver, the

fruit of your plunder during the period

a; your command, but a more precious ar- |
ticle still, the body of your unhappy !
doughter, which youn had embalmed, and |
which the captain had orders to inter :
with your ancestors at your Haclenda del |
Palmar. Your object in acting thus was
{ not only to divert aftention from your |

not |

enemies after vourself Unfortunately,

| I am an old hunter so difficult to deceive

i |I' fnee

that my comrades gave me long ago the
title
I alone

of the
not

“Still your presence here gives a strik
ing denial to the assertion,”
interrupted,

Trail-hunter, and

decelved.”

glorious

1
ill-gotten riches, but also to attract your ’
was ‘

|

the general |

“You think so, senor. That proves you
are not thoreoughly acquainted with me:

but patience, I hope that you will, ere |
lung, appreciate me better Agnin, you
| bave not reflected on the time that has |
| elapsed since your departure from Her-
O8I0 )

“What do you mean?’ the general ask- |
ed, with a sudden start of apprehension. |

“I mean that before attacking you, | |
resolved to settle matters first with the

captain.”™

“Ah!"

“Well, genernl, it ls my painful duty
to Inform you that four days after he left
Pitie, our brave friend Don Isidro fell
into an ambuscade resembling the one |
into which you fell to-day, with this ex
ception

“What the general asked, |
with greater interest than be would have
likeed to lil"l'hl_".

“My men

exceplt lon *"

were g0 [Imprudent,” the
hunter continued, “as to leave the captain
the means of defending himself. The re-
sunlt was that he died, bravely fighting to
save the gold you had intrusted to him,
and the cellin containing your daughter's
OT e,

“Well, and T presume you plundered
the caravan, and carried off the gold and
silver?” he asked, contemptuously.

“8o, most probably, you would have
acted under the circumstances, Don He-
bastian,” the hunter answered, “but 1
thought it my duty to act differently.
What could you expect? I, a coarse, un-
edueated hunter, do not know how to
plunder, for 1 did not learn it when 1 had
the honor to serve my country. This is
what [ did; so soon as the ecaptain and
the peons he commanded were killed —for
the poor devils, 1 must do them the jus-
tice to say, offered a desperate resistance
—1 myself, you understand, friend, I my-
sell conveyad the money to your Hacienda
del Palmar, where it now remains in safe-
s

The general breathed again, and smiled
irenieally. “Instead of blaming you,
senor,” he said, "I, on the contrary, owe
you thanks for this chivalrous conduet.”

“Do not be in such a hurry to thank
me,” the hunter answered: “1 have not
told you all. Captain Don Isidro Vargas
not only escorted the money, but there
was also a coffin.  Well, general, why do
you not ask me what has become of that
coffin 7"

An electric shock ran through the audi-
ence on hearing the ironical guestion so
coldly asked by the hunter.

“What!" Don Sebastinn exclaimed,

“The assassin can have no claim to the
body of his victim, and you are morally
your daughter’s murderer, I have robbed
you of this botly, which must rest by the
side of him for whom she died.”

There was a moment's silence, The
general's face, hitherto pale, assumed a
greenish hue, At length he yelled in a
honrse and hissing voice :

“It is not true; you have not done
this. You cannot have dared to rob a
father of his child’s body.”

| tude

| montha, and invite the

| the cathedral clock

“1 bave done it, I tell you,” the hunter

mald coldly, *1 have taken possession of
tha body of your victim, and now yom

rnaerstand me:; never shall you know
v here this poor body rests fut this is
on'” the beginning of my vengeance, What

I wish to kill in you is the soul and not

| the bady ; and now begone, and remember

that you will find me in your path every-
where and ever,”

“"One last word,” the general exclalm-
e, allected by the e puent l]lu]mil', Hra-
. whe was the
vy human erenture | ever loved.”

The hunter regnrded him for a moment

store me wy daughter's

bl y

with an andelinable expression, and then
in a harsh and coldly mocking voice,
“Never |V

re-entered the
his nasistants,

Then, turning away, he
grotto, followed by
Don Sebastian, who was the more over-
whelmed by the last blow because it was

| unexpected, stood for a moment like o
| man struck by lightoing. At last a heart-
rending sob burst from his bosom, two
burning tears sprang from his eyes and
he rolled like a corpse on the ground.

In the meanwhile the Jester had or-
dered the prons L mindddle the horses and
| load the mules, The general was place d
by two servants on a horse, witkout ap
pearing to notice what was done to him,

and g few moments later the caravag left

the fort of the (Chi Ili.l:""'}‘ ",
When the Mexicans had dikappenred m
| the windings of the road Valentine emerg-

ed from the grotto, and walked courteous-
ly up to the hunters,

“Forgive me,” he said, “not the delay,
but the involuntary alarm | eaused you:
but I was compelled to act as | did, You
are going to Mexico, where | rhall soon
be myself, and it is possible that | may
require your testimony some day."”

“A testimony which will not be re-

fused,” the first hunter gracefully answer
ed.

“What!” the hunter exclaimed in
amazement, “are you Freoach?

“Yen, and all my companionsn. We

}.rl Ve ocome fru.u San l'r.'lhl L8O, \A.‘.-J--'

| thanks to Providence, we amassed a for-

tune, which we hope to double in the

Mexican capital, My mname is Antoine

tallier, and these are my brothers, Ed

ward and Augustus; the two ladies who

accompany us are my mother and sister.”
The hunter 1»r">--'d the hand his coun-

tryman offered him.

“Then.” be maid, I will not let you
go alone! These mountains are infested
by dangerous bandits, but with my pro-
tection you can pass anywhere,”

“1 heartily accept the offer; but why
do you not come with us to Mexico?”

“That is impossible for the present.”

Two hours later the Fort of the Chi-

chimeques bad returned to ‘its usual soli-

white men and Indians had aban-
doned it forever,

CHAPTER IX.
We will now leap over about two
reader
us to the heart of Mexico, to the
Half-past nine was striking by
the moment when
n dull the rustling of
reeds shaken by the wind was audible on
the gigantic the to

This sound soon become more

pany
capital
nt
sound resembling

highway joining city

mainland,

from the fog,

in thick cloaks stood
moonlight
These horsemen seemed to have made a

n wrapped
out distinetly in the

nd two horseme

long journey. They at last
issued, which showed that
were still awake.
before  this
was an inn, and without
of them gave the door
two or three kicks and called the host in
The in
ro hurry to answer, and would have prob-

light
the inhabitants
The

h
0o

horsemen stopped

1se, which
dismounting ons

a loud, -h,n’;r VOolee latter was

ably left the strangers for some time in
the cold if the man who had kicked, prob-
ably tired of waiting, had not thought of

an expeditious means of obtaining an an-
EWer,

“Ah!" he shouted, as he drew a pistol
from his holster and cocked it, “since this
dog is resolved not to open, 1 will send a
bullet through his window.”

This had been uttered
ere the door openéd as if by enchantment
snd the landlord appeared on the thresh-
old.

“Believe me, senor, that if I had known
what a distinguished caballero did ae the
honor of stopping before my humble
dwelling, 1 should have hastened to open,”
he said,

“A truce to such impertinent remarks,
and open the door.”

A glance was sufficient for the travelers
to understand the place to which acei-
dent had led them, still they did not dis-
play any of the disgust with which the
sight of this cut-throat den inspired them.
They seated themselves as comfortably
as they could at a table, and the one who
had hitherto addressed mine host went
on:

menace RCANCH

“Look here, we are dying of hunger,
patron; could you mnot serve us up a
morsel of food?”
“Hum ! said the host, with an em-
barrassed air, “it is very late, eaballero,
and 1 don’t believe I have even a maize
tortilia left in the whole house.”

“Nonsense,” the traveler replied, *I
know all about it, g0 let us deal frankly
with each other; give me some supper,
for I am hungry, and we will not squab
ble about the price.”

“Even if you paid me a piastre for ev-
ery tortilla, excellency, I really could not
supply you with two,” the landlord re-
plied, with increased constraint,

(To be continued.)

What the Stork Learned,
The Owi—Twing, eh? Ain't youn
afraid they'll displease your patrons?
The Stork—Certainly not. Cupid
says he often hears ‘em telling each
other that two can live as cheaply as
one.—Puck

o ACCOm- |

| reached a low |
roofed house through whose dirty panes a |
| doubtful

| the

et P

PFreserve,

#a dellelons

Pincapple
No Inlfu' r[-,vh' preserve I

a8 the old-fashioned grated sort, riceh
and flavorous, The fruit Is pared,
graoted and measured, and a pound of
sugar allowed to each pint of pulp.
Add the sugar to the fruit in a porce-
lain kettle and put It on the rancge,!
grading the heat so that It Is moderate
for the first twenty minutes. After
that time the kettle may be drawn to a
hotter part of the ranze, where It

should still eook gently for about three.
It should be clear
and about

quarters of an hour.
and transparent when done,
of If a
speclally Juley varlety of the pineapple
Is used the pulp may be drained in a
It Is cooked, the flnished
preserve belng the rieher for it. 'The
Julee thus taken out Is useful to ﬂ;u’r:r"
sauces, or with particularly agreeable
results an apple compote,

conslstency marmalade,

sleve before

Beel Ten,
Take a pound of good round steak, |

remove all the fat, wipe the meat with |

|a damp cloth, and cut It Into ;.im---ni
about 1 inch square, Put this in a|
glass fruit jar, pour over it two cups|

| of cold water, and salt, and let it stand |

| for half an

i
|

|

|
|

| distinct, and changed into the trampling
of borses, which was deadened by the |
rl.tr:,,- air and the ground, softened Tr_\ A
lengthened rain. A black mass emerged

Into a deep sauce- |
pan put several thicknesses of news- |
paper and set the jar this. Iour!
wiater Into the saucepan so that It will
rige to the same Lheight as the liquid in-

#lde the jar. Let the water reach the

hour,

(L)

simmering polnt, and let it stand for
two hours, then increase the heat a
very little, and cook a little longer.
Pour off the liquid, strain, add more

salt, If necessary, and scrve very hot. |

Muashrooms and (ream.

very large and re-
peel themnand put cach
a round of toast in a baking
first covering the toast with thick
cream and seasoning with salt and pap-
rika. Turn the cupside of the mush-
room up, and fill this with mere thick
cream, paprika and salt; tightly
and bake in a hot oven forty minutes;
remove, but let the dish stand covered
four minutes that the wmushrooms may
absorb the in the same
dish without the cover: the mushrooms
may also be put in individual dishes,

Get

move t

mushrooms
he stemns
g

dish,

on

Cover

steéam ; serve e

Muln--e”- Walfers,

Cream well together one cupful of |

butter and one cupful of sugar, add
one pint of molases and one pint of
flour. This will make a thin battef.
Have flat buttered. Drop
a few spoonfuls on each pan and place
in a moderately hot oven. The butter
will run together. Bake until the mix-
ture begins to stiffen around the edges,
then take from the oven, cut quickly
intv sgquares and roll at once on the
stick. -

pans well

Prune Puadding.

Mix three and a half cups of flour,
one teaspoonful of salt, half a tea-
spoonful each of cinnamon and nutmeg
mixed and rub of suet
chopped fine, one cup of prunes stoned
and cut emall; add one cup of sweet
milk, molasses, with
one teaspoonful of soda. Turn it
a buttered mold and steam three hours.
Serve with snowy sauce,

into one cup

then one cup of

Fried Tomntoes,
Slice the tomatoes into thick pieces
and fry in butter until done. Trans-

fer to a hot platter, sprinkle with salt
and pepper and keep hot while you add
to the butter in which they were fried
a tablespoonful of flour and a pint of
milk, cook, stirring, to a smooth white
sauce and pour over the tomatoes

Apple Tafly.

Wipe small apples carefully and run
a thin sfkewer through each. Make a
girup of a pound of sugar and a small
teacupful of water, and, when a little
hardens when dropped into iced wa-
ter, add a tablespoonfu! of lemon juice
and dip the apples into the sirup. Lay
on waxed paper to dry.

Rhuabarbh Fool,,

Two bundles of rhubarb, half 2 pound
of sugar, half a pint of water, quarter
of a pint of eream, a little lemon rind.
Cut the rhubarb into small pieces and
stew gently with the wateg, lemon rind
and sugar for about ome hotir; then
rudb It through a fine sieve and when
quite cool add the cream.

Mint Sauce,

For roast meat. Use the tips and
tender leaves. Wash dry on a <loth,
and chop very fine. To three table-
spoonfuls of chopped mint add two ta-
blespoonfuls of granulated sugar. Mix,
and cover with six tablespoonfuls of
vinegar, Leave an hour, squeeze and
strain,

Cottnge Cake,

One and one-half cupfuls of sugar,
one-half cuapful of butter, one-hald tea-
spoon of soda, one teaspoonful of eream
tartar, two cups of flour, two-thirds

Nearly every one likes a fine
hair dressing. Something to
make the hair more manage-
able; to kecp it from being

too rough, or from splitting

at the ends. Something, too,
that will feed the hair at the
same time, a regular hair-food.
Well-fed hair will bestrong,and
will remain where it belongs —
on the head, not on the comb!

The best kind of a testimenial —
“Bold for over sizty years.”

Madea by J.C. Ayer Co , Lowsll
Aiso manufaciurers of

into

cup of milk ; flavor to suit taste.

T Sagacity of Havens,
A case of remarkable sagacity In a *
pair of ravens s related in the Field.
Two collie dogs were hunting rabbits
and the ravens were soaring overhead.
As the dogs drove the rabbit out lnto
the open near the top of a hill it ran
straight into a trap and was caught.
As the dogs caine near the ravens came
down and by loud croaking managed
to drive away both. They then started
to devour the rabbit, which they quick-
ly dispatched,

“DJumper.™

The word” “bumper,” meaning =a
drinking vessel, derived its origin from
the Roman Catholic religion.

It wag the costom in England In an-
cient times to drink the health of the
Pope after dinner in a full glass of
wine. This was ealled “au bon pere,”™
from which we bave the contraction
“bumper.”

Mothers will find Mrs. Winslow’s Boo!
Byrup the b st remnedy to use for their children
during the teethiug period.

Wily Womamn,

“Women are such convenlent liars™
declared Mr. Jefferson Judd. “When
the Wigzinses were here to dinner yog
kept =aving Mr= Wigzins didn't eat
enough to keep a bird alive. You know
that wasn't so.”

“Well,” retorted Mre. Judd. “There’s
different kinds of birds. You may
have had a canary in your mind while
I was referring to an eostrich.”"—Kan-
sas City Times.

8t, Vitos' Dance ana all Ncrvous Digo==ua
["s -rmanantly cared by Dr. Kline's Great
Nerve wrer, Becd for FREE $2trial bottle and
treatise. r. B HLK v, il 921 arch St Phlla. P,

His Easy Johb,
“Isn’t this a wearisome sort of occn-
pation?” asked the customer, “You have

to remember so much, and answer so
many questions.”
“Not at all, madam,” answered the

book store salesman. “All I have to
remember is the titles, names of authors,
and prices.”

“You sell a great many of the popular
novels, don’t you?"

“Yes, ma'am, but 1 don’t have to read
them."™

- ——

No Might to Complain.,

“See here!” cried the irate man. *1
purpose to sue youn. Look at my bhead!
You professed to cure——"

“Wait a minute,” interrupted the
maker of Fakeley's Balsam; “we ad-
vertise merely that we cure partial
balduess and not—"

“Well, T was only partially bald when
1 started usl yeur stuff; now |
haven't a hair!

“Well, then you're cured of your par-
tial baldness, aren’t you?”

Shake Inte Your Shoes
Allen’s Foot Fase. A powder, It makes ti{he
or new shoes fecl easy. It isa eertain enre for
sweating, eallous and hot, tired, aching feet,
Sold byi al‘l ;"I?i. glsta.ddl’rireﬁ‘-c. Z.I.r(x;l pack-
age maile Address len lmsted,
LeRoy, New York.

Candor.

Borem—Ilello, old man! What's the
matter? You look disgusted.

Cutting—Yes, 1 feel that way.

Borem-—Why, what bave you run up
agalnst now?

Cutting—You. I didn't see vou soon
enough to escape.—Philadelnhia Press.

-

The horse can draw the
load without help, if you
reduce friction to almost
nothing by applying

to the wheels,
No o{her lubri-
cant ever made
wears so long
and savesso much
harse power. Next time
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