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Thr min rose; It« bnaine played on fh«» 
trembling yellow leavra of the treea, anrl 
tinxed them with a tlioutiand «hades of 
gold mid purple. The blrda. roally neat led 
In the buehea, struck up their ton (In 
enrol; the awakening of nntur« waa a* 
splendid mid IntpoNlng aw it 1« In all 
tuouninItiotiN countrleo.

The leader of the «-nravnn left bia tent 
and gave orders to strike the «amp. The 
tent was at ones folded up, the mules 
were haded, and, ao soon a* the horses 
were aaddl«*d, the party started without 
waiting for the morning ni'-al, for they 
generally breakfasted at Hat 11 o’clock 
bnlt.

The caravan advanced along the roafl 
from Manta Fe to the United Mtatea. at 
a s|M.ed unusual under aucb clrcuiu- 
stanr«

"  hen he left the ramp, the chief of 
the caravan spurred his horse and joined 
the Indian, who was marching alone in 
front, examining the hushes and apparent* 
ly performing ail the duties of au expe* 
rlemed guide. Curuinllla, though he 
beard the hurried j«aos of the Mexican's 
horse, did not turn round, but continued 
ttottlug along on bla sorry mule.

’’Indian,” said the caravan chief In 
flem ish. “ I wish to apesk with you on an 
Itttportaot subject ; !*• good enough to pot 
off your uaual all«*n<-« for a while and 
answer like an honest man. You engag* 
ed with toe at Manta F«- to lead me, for 
the sum of four ounces, safely to the 
frontiers of t ’ppar Mexico. Mince you 
hnve l»een In iny service I must allow 
that 1 have only had r«*ason to praise 
your prudence; hut we are at this mo­
ment In the h'-art of the |(o*'ky .Moun­
tains, that la to aay, we have reached 
the moat dangerous part of our journey. 
Two days ago you lifted the trail of 
Crow Indiana, very formidable enemies 
of caravans, and I want to consult with 
you as to the means to employ to foil 

»■» ui, »h«.ae Indiana will

I Isig of striped 
boulder, and pro 

' ’*»1 which he opened
a j 2 <»S»r«*2 (be M

’ Must »• . . . . . .  —. .  itter asked. “Oh,
yes. certainly; your engagement. Well, 
what has thia to do with the question I 
asked you?*’

Cunimllla, still Impassive, laid hie An 
fers on the paper, at the last paragraph 
of the engagement.

Mell, what then?” the Mexican ex- 
etahned III bumoiwdly, “ It la aaid there. 
It la true, that I must trust entirely to 
you, and leave you at liberty to act as 
you please for the common welfare. What 
pro»«-* to me that you are acting for our 
common welfare, and that you are not a 
traitor r

At thia word traitor, so distinctly ut­
tered by the Mexican. Uururnllla gave a 
tiger glance at the spanker, while bis 
whole body was agitated by a convulsive 
tremor; he uttered two or three Incom­
prehensible guttural exclamations, and 
are the Mei lean could suspect his Inten­
tions he was seliod round the waist, lifted 
from the saddle, and hurled on the 
ground, where he lay stunned. Curu- 
rnllla le4|H««l from his mule, drew from 
bis i»«*lt four gold ounces, hurled them at 
(be Mexican, and then tsuinding over the 
precipice that bordered the road, disap 
pear««d

The situation was becoming moat crit­
ical for the chief of the caravan; he 
found himself al>andon<*d without a guide. 
In unknown regions, doubtless watched by 
hidden foes, and rxpost-d at auy uiouieut 
to an attack.

The march was continued; no euspl- 
cioiis sign was discovered; and the Mex­
icans were justified In belloving that, 
with the exception of the time they would 
be compelled to lose, the flight of the 
Indian would entail no disagreeable con- 
aaqneocea.

Hingularly enough, f ’arnero seemed 
rather pleased than annoyed at the dis­
appearance of the guide. Far from com­
plaining or deploring the delay In the con 
tinuance of the journey he laughed at 
what had happened and made an Infini­
tude of more or leaa witty Jests about 
IL which consideratily auonyed his maa- 
Ur, whose Joy was merely on the surface, 
and who, in his heart, cursed the mishap 
which kept them In the mountains and 
•xpoaed them to the Insult« of the plun­
derer«.

”I*r«y, what do you find eo agreeable 
In what has hnp|»ened that you are or 
affect to be so merry, No Uaruero?” he 
at length naked.

“Forgive me, ml «mo,” the capatax an­
swered; “hut you know the proverb, 
•What can't he cured must he endured.* ”

“Hum !” said the master.
“And beside«," the capatax added, an 

he stooped down, "however laid our po­
sition uiay t>e, Is It not better to pretend 
to consider It good?"

A little before 11 a. m. the caravan 
reached the terrace, and it waa with a 
feeling of Joy, which they did not a t­
tempt to conceal, that the peon« recog­
nised fhe atrength of the poaition.

“We ahnll «top here for the present,” 
the Mexican aaid. “Unload the mulea, 
and light (he fires. Immediately after 
breakfaat we will begin entrenching our­
selves."

The peon« obeyed with the speed of 
men who have made a long journey and 
are beginning to feel hungry; the fires 
were lighted in nn Instant, and a few mo­
menta later the peona vigorously at­
tacked their maixe tortillas, their tocina 
and their cecina—those indispensable ele-

menta of every Mexican meal. When 
the hunger of Ida men was appeased the 
chief roue.

"Now,” he said, “to work.”

CHAPTER VI.
fhe position which the leader of the 

caravan fancied be had been the first to 
discover, and where he had made up hie 
mind to halt, waa admirably selected to 
establish an intrenched camp. The im- 
meitae vola<l«*ro hovering at a prodigious 
height above the precipices, and guarded 
on the right and left by enormous masses 
of rock, offered such conditions of secur­
ity that the peons regained all their merry 
''treleoaneaa, and regarded the mysterious 
flight of the gold« «a au accident of no 
real Imjiortanre.

It was, hence, w'lth well promising ar­
dor that they rote on receiving their 
chief a command and prepared under his 
directions to dig the trench which was 
Intended t<, protect them from a sur­
prise. This trench was to be bordered 
t<y a line of tall stakes, running across 
the open Space In-tween the rocks, which 
gave the sole access to the terrace.

At the motnent when the leader pro- 
e»d»d with several {»eons armed with picks 
and spades toward the entram-e, with the 
prolwhle Intention of marking the exact 
spot where the trench was to he dug, the 
capatas approached, and eald with a re­
spectful how;

“Ml •  mo, 1 have an Important commu­
nication to make to you."

Ills master turned and looked at him 
with 111 concealed distrust.

"An Important communication to make 
to me?" he repeated.

“ Yes."
"What le It? Speak, hut he brief.“
“I have discovered a grotto."
"What?” his master exclaimed, la eur- 

priae.
"Yea, excellency."
“W! ?"
“TbeY*.” he aaid. stretching out his 

arm ; "behind that mass of rocks."
A eusptrlous look flashed from behind 

his master’s eyelashes.
“Well, we will enter it together. Fetch 

some torches of mx»te wood, and show 
us the way. By the by, do not forget to 
bring weapons, for we know not whet 
men or beasts we may find in caverns 
thus opening on a high road."

The Mexican selected six of his peona, 
on whose courage be thought he could 
rely, ordered them to take tbelr muskets, 
and, bidding the others keep a good watch, 
but not begin anything entll be returned, 
he made a signal to the capatax that be 
was ready to follow him. Carnero bad 
followed the arrangements made by hie 
master with an evil eye, but probably did 
not deem It prudent to risk any remark, 
for he silently bowed his head, and walk­
ed toward the pile of rocks that masked 
the entrance of the grotto.

These granite blocks, piled oue on top 
of the other, did not appear, however to 
have been brought there by accident, but, 
on the contrary, they appeared to have 
belonged In some early and remote age to 
a clumsy but substantial edifice.

“ It would not lie prudent,“ said the 
chief, "to venture without precautions 
Into thia cavern. Prepare your arms, mu- 
ehachoa. and keep your.eyes open; at ths 
slightest suspicious sound, or the small­
est object that appeara, fire. Capatax. 
light the torches."

The latter obeyed without a word; the 
leader of the caravan aaaured himself at 
a glance that bia orders had liven prop­
erly carried out; then taking his pistols 
from his belt, he corked them, took one 
In «ach hand, and said to Carnero:

"Take the lead. It is only just that 
you should do the honors of this place 
which you ao unexpectedly discovered. 
Forward, you others, and be on your 
guard."

The eight men went Into the cavern at 
the heel* of the ca;>etat. who raised the 
torches above his head, doubtless In order 
to east a greater light.

They thus reached a rather large hall. 
Into which several paNsnges opened. All 
at once the leader stopped and listened.

“Listen," he aaid to the capatax, “do 
you not hear something?”

The latter bent hie body slightly for­
ward and remained motionless for some 
seconds.

“I do," he said, drawing himself up, 
"It sounds like distant thunder."

"Is It not? or, {M-rhaps, the rolling of 
subterranean waters."

"I can swear that you are right. It 
would be a piece of luck for us to find 
water In the cave, for it would add great­
ly to our security, ns we should not be 
obliged to lead our horses, perhaps, a long 
distance to drink."

"I will aaaure myself at once of the 
truth. The noise proceeds from that pas­
sage. so let ua follow It. As for our 
men, they can wait here; we have nothing 
to fear now, tor If the plratos or the 
Indiana are ambunhed to «urprise ua, they 
would not have waited so long before 
doing so, and hence the assistance of our 
peons la unnecessary."

The capatax shook his head doubtfully.
"Hum,’’ he said, “the Indians are very 

clever. I believe It would be more pru­
dent to let the i>eons accompany us."

"Nonsense," said his master, "It is un­
necessary ; we are two resolute and well- 
armed men; we have nothing to fear I 
tell you."

They then entered the passage. It was 
very narrow, and ran downward a steep 
Incline. The further they proceeded the 
more distinct the sound of water became;
It was evident that at a very short dla-

iance rrom rne epot where they w*s«, per­
haps but a few steps, there ran one of 
those subterranean streams so frequently 
found In natural cavern*.

All nt once, without being warned by 
the slightest sound, the leader of the cara­
van felt himself aelxed round the waist, 
his ton'll snatched roughly from his hand, 
end extinguished against a rock, and him­
self thrown down nnd securely bound, be­
fore he was able to attempt the slightest 
resistance, ao sudden and well calculated 
had the attack been. Carnero had been 
thrown down at the same time as his 
master, and bound.

"Cowards, demons!” the Mexican yell­
ed, "show yourselves, at least, ao that I 
may know with whom I have to deal.”

"KJlence! Gen. Don Mehastian Guer­
rero, resign yourself to your fate, for you 
have fallen into the power of men who 
will not liberate you."

Gen. Guerrero made a movement of Im- 
potent rage, but he was silen t; he per­
ceived that the originators of the anare 
of which he waa a victim were implaca­
ble enemies.

When his conquerors had borne him 
to the hall, where his peons were dis­
armed and guarded, he raw, by the light 
of the torch that faintiy Illumined the 
hall, that among the men who surrounded 
him few wore the Mexican costume. It 
wee true, and they had their faces hidden 
by a piece of black crape, forming a 
species of mask, and ao well fastened 
round their necks, that It waa entirely 
IfnjKiaaihle to recogniie them.

"What do these men want with me?” 
he mattered, as be let his head fall on 
his chest sadly.

Patience !" said the man who had al­
ready spoken, "you will mm>ii know."

CHAPTER VII.
There was a short delay, during whhh 

lh . ron q u ,,» ,, , , , H.ar„d (o h, „ )n. u„ ln< _ _ ......... ..  ,........,  .........
r i/T L ?11 ?, ? W while w>. h o u w . and a blackeiollh*. .hop.

•n  Indian chief, who was no other than 
the Jester, entered the hall. The general 
■ nd the capatai were then again picked 
up by the redskins, and at a sign from a™ n. 
one of the masked men, transported on 
to the voladero.

One hundred and fifty to two hundred 
Indiana, mostly armed with guna, and 
ranged In good order round the terrace, 
the center of which remained free, faced 
the cavern, haring among them the dis­
armed Mexicans, the baggage, horses and 
mules.

The tent still stood In the middle of 
what was to have been the encampment; 
hut the curtain was raised, and a horse­
man was standing in front of it, as If to 
defend the entrance.

At the moment when the party emerged 
from the cave and appeared on the ten 
race, the horaemen drawn up at the en­
trance of the defile opened out to the 
right aud left, leaving a passage for a 
small troop of men dressed In hunter’s 
garb, and whom It was easy to recognixe 
• •  white men; two ladies, mounted on 
ambling mules, were In the midst of them.

Thio trooiai of strangers waa com;>o«ed 
of eight peraons altogether, leading with 
them two twggage mules. As the men 
were disarmed, and walked on foot amid 
some fifty Indian horsemen, they had. In 
all probability, been surprised by a party 
of redaklna.

The two ladies, one of whom was of 
® **rtain age, while the other appeared 
scarce 18, and who might he suppoaed 
closely related, through the re-mblance 
of their feature«, were treated with an 
exquisite politeness they were far from 
exj>ecting by the Indiana and conducted 
to the tent. The curtain was then low­
ered, to conceal them from the glances 
of the Indians.

The newcomer«, at a signal from their 
conductor«, ranged themselves with the 
other prisoners; they were powerful men 
whom the Indinn* bad probably not given 
a chance to defend ; otherwise they look­
ed as if they would sooner be killed than 
yield.

Two masked men took tbelr seats on 
the granite blocks, nnd the Indians who 
curried the general laid him on the ground 
in front of this species of tribunal. The 
person who seemed to be the president ot 
Ibis sinister assembly gave a sign, the 
pilsoner’s bonds at once fell off. nnd he 
found himself once more able to move 
his limbs.

The general drew himself up. crossed 
hla hands on his chest, threw his body 
hack haughtily, raised his head and look­
ed nt his judges with a glance of with­
ering contempt.

"What do you want with me. bandits?" 
he said; “enough of thia; these insolent 
maneuvers will not alarm me."

“Silence!" the president said, coldly;
“It Is not your place to speak thus."

Then he remarked to the Jes/er, who 
was standing a few paces from him :

“Bring up the other prisoners, old and 
new ; everytxxiy must hear wb*t is going 
to be said."

The Jester gave a signal to the war­
riors; some of them dismounted, ap­
proached the prisoners and, after loosen­
ing the cord that bound the capatax, they 
led him, hh well as the peons and pris­
oners of the second caravan. In front 
of the tribunal. Then, at a signal from 
the Jester, the horsemen closed up round 
the white men.

(To be continued.)

7 r ' health motes EOK
production of the entire country come« j 
from the Houthern Ktatc«. Of hltu- J 
nilnous coal, the iuo«t valuable mineral, ■ 
the Mouth produces one-fourth, and of 
Iron about one ninth. Its total coal 
resources am ount to nearly 
000,fM)O ton*, o r more than one-fourth 
of our estim ated coal reserve.

Gf mineral chemical m aterials tlie 
Mouth su|»plieM more than one-half, 
chiefly pho«|fluite rock, all of which is 
produced In Florida, Tennessee and 
South Carolina, and nearly one third 
of the mineral pigments. Gf preclons 
stones the whole country produces only 
S325.000 worth, with the Mouth fur­
nishing Its fa ir  share.

'fhe showing In Iron orc reserves Is 
quite as good; a safe nilninmrn Is 
3.000,000/MMl tons, or nearly one-third 
of the nation’s total. Gf workable Iron 
ore the Mouth contains one and one- 
half times ns much as the famous 
I^ike Huperlor district, a ml this does 
not Include the deep lying southern 
ores.

On a basis of value of product the 
Mouth furnishes more than two-sev­
enth» of our oil and more than one- 
sixth of our gas.—New York Sun.

I t  W a s n ’t  N ew  Y o rk .
A gentlem an who had occasion to 

go to an Inland New England village 
ten miles from a railroad was met at 
the Htation by an old fellow who look­
ed as If be m ight have juat aw akened 
a fte r a Rip Van Winkle sleep. His 
horse and buggy were In keeping with 
their ow ner’s ancient appearance.

"H ere w’e a ir  ut la s t"  said the driv­
er, when they finally came to three

"This Isn’t much of a place. Is It?" 
said the depressed stranger, looking

Oh, ydu don’t see all o’ It from 
here." waa the reply. "T h ar’s two 
more houses over that hill thar.
an ’ a cooper’s shop Jest around th a t 
bend in the m ad thar. Come to hunch 
’em all together an ’ It’s consid’ahle o’ 
a place—but o’ course It a in ’t New 
York.”—W om an's Home Companion.

A F ailure.
Not long ago a man appeared at the 

cnpltol and had his card taken In to 
' Senator Bailey- The Senator did not 
I re*-»»gnlze the name, hut. In accordance 

with his usual courtesy, came out to 
where the strauger was waiting.

It took only a few mlnut»*' conver­
sation to develop the fact th a t the In­
dividual simply desired to make

AVGUST.

August /s the month of internal 
catarrh. The mucoua m em . 
bra net, especially of the bowels, 
are very Hable to congestion, 
causing summer complaint, and  
catarrh of the bowels and other 
Internal organs. Pc-ru-na Is an 
excellent remedy tor a ll these 
conditions.

So M o o y r
They went In to dinner together. I l s

i i t i u u h i  B iu ip iy  u e e ir v u  io  u ia a e  h  ”  ------
touch." It was the regulation "Been bashful, and she tried in vatu

unfortunate, snh, and desire to get ,o draw him Out. I inally she > ^ a nand desire to 
back to my own country, nah.

"W hat Is your business, colonel?" 
the Senator Inquired. The rusty frock 
coat ami black bat seemed to w arran t 
the title.

"Why. I am a gentleman. Senator,” 
tlie stranger replied, pompounly.

“Oh. I seo,“ the Senator said, pleas­
antly. “Have you Instituted bankrupt­
cy proceedings yet?"—Philadelphia Rec­
ord. _________________

T h e  P r is e  C o w .
Take for yourself a well bred cow, 

g»-t her on full feed, era in and feed 
nnd stuff and cram her for, say, a year. 
Go to the trouble of washing and cur­
rying ami scrutibing and combing her 
twice a day. get down on your hunk- , 
ers, my friend, sandiuiper her hoofs, 
groom her legs, polish her horns and

to tulk books, and he became respon­
sive. "Aud Hugo?" she asked. "Lx> 
you like his s tj!e?"

"Oh. yes.” be replied. “ I find him 
Intensely Interesting. I ’ve read a num ­
ber of bis books."

Tt»en she asked, "H ave you read
’Ninety-three’7”
“No, I ’Ve—e r—only read three. I 

didn’t know he had w ritten  so m any." 
—IJnoincott’s,

W i t t y  J o a r n a l la m .
Jacob A. Rils, the author and Jour­

nalist. was talking about witty newr»- 
pajter headlines.

“As w itty a headline as I know." 
wild he, "was w ritten by a youth of 18 
In a San Francisco newspaper office. 
There was a bill up to prohibit the sale 
of alcoholic drinks w ithin four mile» o fssvrs XS<9 «II1VS -v. .it...» *v,ul aas««w.s7 v*

brush her tail, and by the time show the University of California, and th ia
season comes around you should have 
a very creditable looking show cow.— 
Sheridan (Mo.) Advance.

bill the youth beaded :
“ 'An Act to Promote Pedeertrianiaxo

Amolli; Our Studeuta.’ "

H a rd e a t  o f  A l l  M e ta l* .
Tantalum hn9 been hammered Into 

sheets, which are extremely hard. Sir 
William Crookes. F. IL 8., states that 
“a hole had to he bored through a plate 
of this metal nnd a diamond drill was 
used, revolving at the date of 5.000 rev­
olutions per minute. This whirling 
force was continued ceaselessly for 
three days and nights, when It was 
found that only a small depression 25

CATARRH.’1,“ ?,
A N D  SY ST E M  D ISO R DERED

C atarrh  is  not m erely an inflam m ation of the  tissues of the  head andi 
th roa t, as  the  sym ptom s cf ringing“ noises In th eea rs , mucous dropp ing  back  
in to  th e  th roa t, continual haw king  and sp itting , etc., would seem to  indi­
cate ; i t  is a blood disease In which th e  en tire  circulation and  the  g rea te r 
p a rt of the  system  are  involved. C atarrh  is due to  th e  presence of an  excess 
of uric acid in  the  blexxi. The Liver, K idneys and Bowels frequently  be­
com e torpid  and dull in  th e ir action and  instead of carry ing  off th e  re fu se  
an d  waste of the  body, leave i t  to  sour and  form uric ftcid in  the  system , 
T h is  is taken  up  by the  blood and th rough  Its circulation d istribu ted  to  a ll 
p a rts  of the  system . These im purities in  the  blood Irrita te  and  Inflam e 
th e  different m em branes and tissues of the  body, and  the  contracting^ 
of a cold w i.l s ta rt th e  secretions and other d isgusting  and disagreeable* 
sym ptom s of C atarrh. A s th e  blood goes to all part3 of the  body th e  ca­
ta rrh a l poison affects all parts  of the system . The head has a tig h t, fa l l  
feeling, nose con tinually  stopped up, pains above the eyes, s lig h t feven 
comes and goes, the stom ach is  upset and  the  entire  system  disordered anti

I  h .d  O .t .r r h  for «boot by th is  disease. I t  is a  w aste o t
year*, and no m an could havo tim e to  try  to  cure C atarrh  w ith  sprays». 
I c o n  u  °h " ; o U b u ^ y ^ S f r ' S  washes inhalations, etc. Such trea tm en t 
su ited . I then bear an s . S. s ., and does no t reach ta e  blood, and can, therefore» 
n o l <1tK % ? .t I b!S«1e7P.rn J e? n ? i  do »o th ing  m ore th an  tem porarily  relieve- 
ta k in g  it  a  abort w hllo w a* cured, th e  discom fort of the  trouble. To cu re  

C-darrh perm anently  th e  blood m ust be 
Catarrh is  a  blood diseane, and thoroughly  purified and th e  system  cleansed;
b?tOU rfS ;"h ib?i2S ,"lmnB.8*.r£  °.f «U poisons, and a t  t h e ‘sam e t im e  
Nobody th ink« m ore o f S. s . s .  Strengthened and  bu ilt up . N oth ing  eq u a ls  ah»« t d«. z mu Matso n , r • - — - -(han I do. 

Lapeer, Mich«

S.S.S.
PURELY VEGETABLE

s purpose.
?ad, goes down to  th e  v e ry

S. S. S. for th is
disease a t  i ts  heac, o ________ _______
bottom of th e  trouble and  m akes a  complete* 
and lasting  cure. S. S. S. rem oves every  
particle of th e  catarrhal poison from th e  
blood, m ak ing  th is  v ita l stream  pure, fresk  
and healthy . Then th e  Inflamed m em ­
branes begin to  heal, th e  head is loosened 
nnd cleared, th e  haw king  and  sp itt in g  cease.

It attacks th e

mm. deep had been drilled, mid It waa (every sym ptom  disappears, th e  constitu tion is b u ilt u p  and  vigorous h ea lth  
a moot point which hnd Buffered the restored. S. S. S. also tones u p  th e  stom ach and  digestion and  acts as a
more damage—the diamond or the tan- *»------ -- • --  -  • b - -  - - - - - *
talura.”

waste of time to look

fine tonic to  th e  en tire  system . If  yon are  suffering w ith  C atarrh  begin  th e  
use of S. S. S. and  w rite  us a  sta tem ent of your case and  o u r physicians w ill 

It la only a watte of time to look Ben.<l >yn litera tu re  about C atarrh, and give you special medical ad v ica  
at the aahea after you have burned, WlUlout char^  S. S . ¿ U ale a t  a11 first clftss d ru*  storcs-

i the sw ift specmc co~ atiahta.the money.
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