CHAPTER V,

The sun rose; its bonms played on the
trembling yellow
tinged them
gold and purple. The birds, cozlly nestled
In the bushes, struck up thelr matin
earol; the awnkening of nature was ns
splendid and lmposing as it s In  all
ounininous countrios

lenves of the trees, and

with a thousand shades of

The lender of the carnvan left his tent

and gave orders to strike the Camp The
tent was at once folded up, the mules |
were loaded, and, so xoon nw the horses

were saddled, the party started without

waiting for the morning meal, for they
generally breakfasted at the 11 o'clock
halt,

The earavan advanced along the road
from Banta Fe to the Unlted Nintes, at

A speed unusual under wsuch  elreum
BlanCes,
When he left the eamp, the chief of

the carnvan spurred hls horse and joined
the Indian, who was marching alons in

front, examining the bushes and apparent
ly performing all the duties of an oL pe
rlenced gulde Curumilla, though he

bheard the hurried paces of the Mexlchn's

horse, did not turn round, but continued

trotting nlong on his sorry mule
“Indian,” sald the caravan chlef In
Bpanish, “1 wish to speak with you on an

lmportant subject ; be good enough to put
off your for n
answer like an honest man

usunl sllence while

You engng

A AN

| estnblish an Intrenched camp.

od with we at Banta Fe to lead me, for |

the sum of four ounces, safely to the |
frontiers of llliil'] Mexleo Eince you |
bave been In my mervice 1 must allow
that I have only had reason to pralse
your prudence ; but we are at this mo
ment in the heart of the Hocky Moun
talns, that ls to say, we have reached
the most dangerous part of our Journey
Two days ago you lifted the trall of
Crow Indlans, very formidable enemies

of caravans, and | want te consult with
to foll

Indians will

You as to the means to employ

wbinh these

i bag of striped
boulder, and pro
which he opened

“What is : itter anked. “Oh,
you, certainly | your engagement Well,
what has this to do with the question |
anked you

Curumilia, still impassive, laid his fin
gers on the paper, at the last paragraph
of the engngement, i

“Well, what then?" thé Mexlean ex-
elalmed 1l -humorediy, *“It Is said thers,
it Is true, that | must trust entirely to
you, and leave you at liberty to act as
You please for the common welfare. What
proves to me that youw are acting for our
common welfare, and that you are not a
traltor 7"

At this word traltor, wo distinetly ut-
tered by the Mexlean, Curumilla gave a
tiger glance at the while hins
whole body was agltated by a convulsive
tremor ; uttered two or three lncom
prehensible guttural exclamations, and
ere the Mexiean could suspect his inten
tions he was selzed round the walst, 1fted

spenker,

hie

from the wmaddle, and hurled on the
ground, where he lay wstunned, Curu
milla leaped from his mule, drew from

bis belt four gold ounces, hurled them at
the Mexlcan, and then bounding over the
preciplee that bordered the road, disap
peared.

The situation was becoming most erit
feal for the chief of the caravan: he
found himself abandoned without a guide,
In unknown regions, doubtless watched by
hiddeu foes, and exposed at any moment
to an attack.

The march was continued; no suspl
clous sign was discovered ; and the Mex
leans were justified In belleving that,
with the exception of the time they would
be compelled to lose, the flight of the
Indian would entall no disagreeable con-
Beynences,

Ringularly eneugh, Carnero seemed
mther plensed than annoyed at the dis
appearance of the gulde, Far from com-
plalning or deploring the delay In the con
tinuance of the journey he laughed at
what had happened and made an Iunfinl-
tude of more or less witty jJests about
it, which considerably annoyed his mas-
ter, whose joy was merely on the surface,
and who, in his heart, cursed the mishap
which kept them In the mountains and
exposed them to the Insults of the plun-
derern,

“Pray, what do you find so agreeable
In what has happened that you are or
affect to be so merry, No Carnero?’ he
at length asked.

“Forgive me, ml amo,” the capataz an-
swered; “but you know the proverb,
*What can't be cured must be endured.’”

“Hum !" enid the master,

“And besides,” the capataz added, as
he stooped down, “however bad our po-
sition may be, is It not better to pretend
to consider it good?”

A little before 11 a. m. the caravan
reached the terrace, and it was with a
feeling of joy, which they did not at-
tempt to conceal, that the peons recog-
nized the strength of the position.

“We shall stop here for the present,”
the Mexican said. “Unload the mules,
and light the fires. Immediately after
breakfast we will begin entrenching our-
selven."

The peons obeyed with the speed of
men who have made a long journey and
are beginning to feel hungry; the fires
were lighted in an Instant, and a few mo-
ments later the peons vigorously at-
tacked their maize tortillas, their tocina
and their cecina—those Indispensable ele-

of every Mexiean meal. When

the hunger of his men was appeased the
chlef Fosme,

mentn

“Now,” be mald, “to work.”
CHAPTER VI
The position which the leader of the

carnvan fancled he had been the first to
discover, and where he had made up his
mind to halt, was admirably selected to
The im
menwe voladero hovering at a prodiglous
height above the precipless, and guarded
on the right and left by enormous masses
of rock, offered wuch conditions of secur-
ity that the peons regained all thelr merry
carelessness, and regarded the mysterfious
Hight of the guide as an accident of no
rea! lmportance,

It was, hence, with well promising ar-
dor that they on recelving thelr
chief's command and prepared under his
directions to dig the trench which was
intended to protect themm from a wur

This trench was to be bordered
line of tall running across
the open space hetween the rocks, which
gave the mole accens to the terrace.

At the when the leader pro-
ceded with severnl peons armed with picks
and spades toward the entranece, with the
protmble intention of marking the exact
spot where the trench was to be dug, the
wpataz approached, and sald with a re-
spectful bow :

“Mi amo, | have an Important commu-
nication to make to you.”

His master turned and looked at him
with ll-concenled distrust,

“An Important communication to make
to me?" he repeated.

“Yeu"

“What s It? Speak, but be brief”

“l have discovered a grotto.”

“What?" his master exclalmed, in sur-
prine,

“Yen, axcellency.”

FoOowe

PFine,

by a wlinken,

mornent

o e
“There,” he sald, stretching out his
arm ; “behind that mass of rocks™

A wsuspicions look flashed from behind
his master's evelashes,

“Well, we will enter it together. Fetch
some torches of and show
us the way. By the by, do not forget to
bring weapons, for we know not what
men or beasts we may find in caverns
thus opening on a high road.”

The Mexican selected six of his peons,
on whose courage he thought he ecould
rely, ordered them to take their muskets,
and, bidding the others keep a good wateh,
but not begin anything watil he returned,
he made a signal to the eapataz that he
wan ready to follow him. Carnero had
followed the arrangements made by his
master with an evil eye, but probably did
not deem it prudent to risk any remark,

ocote wood,

ed toward the pile of rocks that masked
the entrance of the grotto,

These granite blocks, piled oue on top
of the other, did not appear, however to
have been brought there by accident, but,
on the contrary, they appeared to have
belonged in some early and remote age to
A clumay but substantial edifice,

“It would not prudent,”
chief, “to venture without
into this cavern,
chachos, and keep your.eyes open : at the
slightest suspicious sound, or the smill
object that appears, fire. Capataz,
light the torches.”

The latter obeyed without a word :
leader of the caravan assured himself at
a glance that his orders had been prop-

be mald the

enl

the

erly earried out; then taking his pistols
from his belt, he cocked them, took one
in each hand, and sald to Carnero :

“Take the lead. It Just that
you should do the honors of this place
\Ihll'h ()
Forward, you others, and be
guard.”

The eight men went into the cavern at
the heels of the capataz, who ralsed the
torches above his head, doubtless in order
to east a greater light,

They thus reached a rather large hall,
Into which several passages opened. All
at once the leader stopped and listened.

“Listen,” he said to the capataz, “do
you not hear something?"

The Iatter bent his body slightly for-
ward and remained motionless for some
seconda.

“l do,” he maid, drawing himself up,
*it mounds like distant thunder.”

“Is it not? or, perhaps, the rolling of
subterranean waters.”

“l ean swear that you are right. It
would be a piece of luck for us to find
water in the cave, for it would add great-
ly to our security, as we should not be
obliged to lead our horses, pechaps, a long
distance to drink.

“1 will assure myself at once of the
truth. The nolse proceeds from that pas-
sage, so let us follow it. As for our
men, they can wait here; we have nothing
to fear now, for If the plrates or the
Indians are ambushed to surprise us, they
would not have walted mso long before
doing so, and hence the assistance of our
peons is unnecessary."”

The eapataz shook his head doubtfully,

“Hum,” he said, “the Indians are very
clever. I believe It would be more pru-
dent to let the peons accompany us.”

“Nonsense,” said his master, “it is un-
necessary ; we are two resolute and well-
armed men; we have nothing to fear, 1
tell you.”

They then entered the passage. It was
very narrow, and ran downward a steep
incline. The further they proceeded the
more distinet the sound of water became ;

is only

discovered.
Your

you unexpectedly

on

it was evident that at a very short dis-

for he silently bowed his head. and walk. | ® ©°rtain age, while the other appeared

precautions |

| other prisoners: they w
Prepare your arms, mu- | ©'"" | - ¥ were powerful men

tance from the spot where they weme, per-
haps but a few steps, there ran one of
those wubterranean strenms so frequently
found In oatural caverns,

All at once, without being warned by
the slightest sound, the leader of the cara-
van felt himuelf selzed round the waist,
his torch snatched rofighly from his hand,
and extinguished against a rock, and him-
self thrown down and securely bound, be-
fore he was able to attempt the slightest
resistance, so sudden and well ealeulated
had the attack been. Carnero had bSeen |
thrown down at the same time as his |
manter, and bound, i

“Cownrds, demons!” the Mexlcan yell- |

ed, “show yourselves, at lenst, so that I y

may know with whom I have to deal” II
“Bilence! Gen. Don Bebastinn CGuer- |
rero, resign yourself to your fate, for you

000,000 tons,
of our estimated conl reserve,

Minernl Wealth of the South,
About one-seventh of the mineral

from the Routhern States Of bitn

minous coal, the most valuable mineral,

the SBouth produces one-fourth, and of
lron about oneninth. Itg total coal
resources amonnt to nearly 600,000

or more than one-fourth

Of mineral chemlen]l materials the
Bouth supplies more than one-half,
chiefly phosphate rock, all of which Is
produced In Florida, Tennessee and

South Carolina, and nearly one-third

f the mineral plgments. Of precions
stones the whole eountry produces only
$225.,000 worth, with the South fur-

nishing ts falr share,

have fallen into the power of men who 3 ' )
will not liberats you," I The showing In iron ore reserves Is
Gen. Guerrero made o movement of hm- | A0ite as good; a safe minimum Is
potent rage, but he was silent; he per- 3.000,000000 tons, or nearly one-third
celved that the originators of the smare | of the nation's total. Of workable Ire
of which he was a victim were implaca- | ore the SBouth contalns one and one
ble eneuilen, | balf times as much as the famous

When hLis conquerors had Lorne him
to the hall, where his peons were dis-
ermed and guarded, Le saw, by the light
of the torch that faintiy illumined the |
ball, that among the men who surrounded
him few wore the Mexican costume, it
was true, and they had their faces hidden
by a of black crape, forming a
species of mask, and so well fastened
round their necks, that It was entirely
impossible to recognize them.

“What do these wen want with me?”
he muttered, as he let his head fall on
his chest sadly,
“Patience !” paid the man who had al-!
ready spoken, “you will soon know.”

plece

CHAPTER VII. |

There was a short delay, during which
the conquerors appeared to be consulting
together in a low while doing so, .
an Indian chief, who was no other than
the Jester, entered the hall. The general |
and the capataz were then again picked
up by the redskine, and at a sign from
one of the masked men, transported on |
to the voladero,

One hundred and fifty to two hundred |
Indians, mostly armed with guns, and |
ranged In good order round the terrace, |
the center of which remained free, faced
the cavern, having among them the dfs-
armed Mexicans, the baggage, horses and
mules, l

The tent still stood in the middle of |
what was to have been the encampment ;
but the curtain was raised, and a horse- |
man was standing in front of it, as if to!
defend the entrance.

At the moment when the party emerged
from the cave and appeared on the ten
race, the horsemen drawn up at the en- |
trance of the defile opened out to the
right aud left, leaving a passage for a |
small troop of men dressed In hunter's |
garb, and whom it was easy to recognize |
as white men; two ladies, mounted on |
ambling mules, were In the midst of them. l

This troons of strangers was composed |
of eight persons altogether, leading with |
them two baggage mules. As the men |
were disarmed, and walked on foot amid
some fifty Indian horsemen, they had, in |
all probability, been surprised by a pnrt:!
of redskins, |

The two ladies, one of whom was of |

Yoioe |

scarce 15, and who might be supposed
tlosely related, through the re-emblance |
of their features, were treated with an
exquisite politeness they wére far from
expecting by the Indians, and conducted
to the tent. The curtain was then low- |
ered, to conceal them from the glances
of the Indians.

The newcomers, at a signal from thelr
conductors, ranged themselves with the

whom the Indians had probably not given
a chance to defend; otherwise they look- |
ed as if they would sooner be killed than |
yield,

Two masked men took their seats on |
the granite blocks, and the Indians whoi
carried the general laid him on the ground
in front of this species of tribunal. The !
person who seemed to be the pmidont t\fé

| this sinister ascembly gave a sign, thaj

ptisoner’s bonds at once fell off. and he
found himself once more able to move
his limbs,

The general drew himself up, crossed
bis hands on his chest, threw his body
tack haughtily, raised his head and look-
ed at his judges with a glance of with-
ering contempt.

“What do you want with me, bandits?"
he said; “enough of this; these insolent
maneuvers will not alarm me.”

“Silence I the president said, coldly ;
“it is not your place to speak thus."

Then he remarked to the Jester, who
was standing a few paces from him :

“Bring up the other prisoners, old and
new ; everybody must hear what is going
to be sald.”

The Jester gave a signal to the war
riors; some of them dismounted, ap-
proached the prisoners and, after loosen-
ing the cord that bound the capatas, they
led him, as well as the peons and pris-
oners of the second caravan, In front
of the tribunal. Then, at a signal from
the Jester, the horsemen closed up round
the white men.

(To be continued.)

Hardest of All Metals.

Tantalum hasg been hammered Into
sheets, which are extremely hard. Blrr
Willlam Crookes, F. R. 8., states that
“a hole had to be bored through a plate
of this metal and a dlamond darili was
used, revolving at the date of 5,000 rev-
olutiong per minute, This whirling
force was contlnued ceaselessly for
three days and nights, when It was

| groom her I«

Lake Buperior district, and this does
not Include the deep lyi
Ooria.

On a basis of value of product the
South furnishes more than two-sev-
enths of our oll and more than one

sixth of our gas.—New York Sun.

ng southern

L]

It Wasn't New York.
A gentieman who had oececaslon to
go to an Inland New England village
ten miles from a rallroad was met at

the station by an old fellow who look
ed as if he might have just awakened

after a Rip Van Winkle His
horse and buggy were in keeping with

c.:m-j,

their owner's anclent appearance
“Here we alr at last.” sald the driy-

er, when they finally came to three

houses and a blacksmith’s shop.
“This isn't much of a place, s 17

sald the depressed stranger, looking
around,

“Oh, y6u don't see all o
here,” was the reply.
more houses over hel
an' a cooper’
bend in the road thar

it from
“Thar's two
nd that hill thar,
Jest around that

Come to bunch

™ u:.-;:n
‘em all together an' It's consid’'able o
n it
York."—Woman's Home Companion.

place—but o' course aln't New

A Fallare,

Not long ago a man appeared at the
eapitol and had his eard taken in to
Senator Bailey., The Senator did not
recognize the name, but, in
with his usual courtesy, can
where the strauger was walting,

It took only a few minutes’ conver-
sation to develop the fact that the in-
dividual simply desired to make a
“touch.”

acrordance

back to my own country, sah.”
“What your
the Senator Inquired.

Is
The rusty frock

business, colonel 7

¢ out to’

|
|
|

It was the regulation “Been;"™* - .
. I oul.
unfortunate, sah, and desire to get !0 draw him o

|
|
|
|

cont and black hat seemed to warrant |

the title,

“Why, I am a gentleman, Senator,”

the stranger replied, pompously,

“Oh, 1 sec,” the Senator said, pleas-
antly. “Have you Instituted bankrupt
cy proceedings yet ¥"—Philadelphla Rec-
ord.

The Prize Cow,

|
1
f
|
|

1
{

Take for yourself a well bred cow, |

get her on full feed, cram and feed

and stuff and cram her for, say, a year, |
Go to the trouble of washing and cur- |
rying and scrubbing and combing her , sald be, “was written by a youth of 18

twice a day, get down on your hunk- |

sandpaper her hoofs,
polish her horns and
brush her tail, and by the time show
Senson around yom should

friend,

ers, my

cComes

HEALTH NOTES FOR

production of the entire country comes

AUGUST.

*

August is the month of internal

catarrh. The mucous mem-
branes, especially of the bowels,
are very liable to congestion,
causing summer complaint, and
catarrh of the bowels and other
internal organs. Pe-ru-nais an
excellent remedy for all these
conditions.

So Many?
They went in to dinner together. He
‘as very bashful, and she tried in vaig
Finally she “ey.an
to talk books, and he became respon-

sivee. “And Hugzo? she asked. *“Deo
you like his style?
“Oh, yes,” he replied. *“I find him

intensely interesting. I've read a num-

ber of his books.”

Then she asked, “Have you read
‘Ninety-three'?”
“No, I've—er—only read three. 1

lidn't know he bhad writlien so many.”
Libvincott's

Witty Journallam,

Jacob A. Rils, the author and jour-
nalist, was talking about witty news-
paper headlines.

“As witty a headline as I know,”

In a San Francisco newspaper office.
There was a bill up to prohibit the sale

| of alcoholie drinks within four miles of

have

a very creditable looking show cow.—
| Amo#z Our Students.”™

Sheridan (Mo.) Advance.

the University of California, and this
bill the youth headed:
“*An Act to Promote Pedestrianism

CATARRH

AND SYSTEM DPISORDERED

Catarrh is not merely an inflammation of the tissues of the head and
throat, as the symptoms cf ringing noises in the ears, mucous dropping back
into the throat, continual hawking and spitting, etc., would seem to indi-
cate; it is a blood disease in which the entire circulation and the greater
Catarrh is due to the presence of an excess
of uric acid in the blood. The Liver, Kidneys and Bowels frequently be-
come torpid and dull in their action and instead of carrying off the refuse
and waste of the body, leave it to sour and form uric acid in the system.
This is taken up by the blood and through its circulation distributed to all
hese impurities in the blood irritate and inflame

e different membranes and tissues of the body, and the contracting:
of a cold will start the secretions and other disgusting and di
symptoms of Catarrh, As the blood goes to all parts of the body the ca-
tarrhal poison affects all parts of the system.
feeling, nose continually stopped up, pains above the eyes, slight feven
comes and goes, the stomach is upset and the entire system disordered and
affected by this disease,
time to try to cure Catarrh with sprays,
washes, inhalations, ete.
does not reach the blood, and can, therefore,
do nothing more than temporarily relieve:
the discomfort of the trouble. ,
Catarrh permanently the blood must
thoroughly purified and the system cleansed
of all poisons, and at the
strengthened and built up. Nothing
S. 8. S. for this
disease at its head, goes down to the very
bottom of the trouble and makes a complete
and lasting cure. 8, S. S. removes every,
Earticle of the catarrhal

lood, making this vital stream pure, fresh
and healthy,

part of the system are involved,

of the system,

I had Catarrh for about ean
ars, and no_man_could have
Fon worse. I tried everything
could hear of, but no od ro-
sulted, Ithen began S. S, 8., and
could see a little improvement
from the first bottle, and after
taking it a short while was cured.
his was gix yoars ago, aud I am
as weoll todayas anyman, Ithink
Catarrh is a blo disease, and
know there is nothing on earth
better for the blood than 8, 8. 8.
Nobod nks mg: of 8. 8.8,
than I do. ’ mﬁ.
Lapeer, Mic

h.
s. s. SO

found that only a small depression 25
mm. deep had been drilled, and It was
a moot point which had suffered the

talum.”

It Is only a waste of time to look'
at the ashes after you have bnrnod‘

the money.

PURELY VEGETABLE

BLOOD
DISEASED

le
The head has a tight, full

It is a waste of

Such treatment
To cure

ame time:

cqualss

urpose, It attacks the

ison from the

Then the inflamed mem-

branes begin to heal, the head is loosened

and cleared, the hawking and spitting cease,

every symptom disa;
restored,

pears, the constitution is built up and vigorous health
S. 8. 8. also tones up the stomach and digestion and acts as a
more damage—the dlamond or the tan- | fine tonic to the entire system,  If you are suffering with Catarrh begin the
use of 8, 8. 8. and write us a statement of
pend you literature about Catarrh, and g

i'our case and our physicians will
ve you special medical advice

without charge, 8, &, 8, is for sale at all first class drug stores.
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