
DOINGS OF OUR NATIONAL
BODY OF LAWMAKERS

Monday, April 2.
Washington, April 2 .— The «mend 

merit to the bouse railroad rat« b ill 
«greed to Ht the W hit« houae Saturday 
by friends of the h ill, providing for a 
lim ited review of orders of th« Inter 
atat« Commerce commission, waa offer* 
«<1 Irt th« senate today by 1 z»ng, of 
Kanaaa, hut he waa not able to get the 
floor to make hi« apeech. The princi 
pal ap«*«M'h was roade by Fulton, of Ore 
gon, who Rpoke for the b ill. It waa a 
legal argument hearing upon the con 
Bt Rational question, involved, and in 
terruptiona were ao frequent that the 
speech amounted to a debate on law 
pointe, where the apeaker divided time  
w ith the a majority of the lawyer« of 
the senate. Nelson, of Minnewota, and 
Heyburn, of Idaho, made brief speech­
es on the h ill.

Washington, April 2 .— Chief among 
the measures passed by the house today 
was the so-called “ personal liab ility *' 
b ill, which has l»een favored by the 
army of railway employe« throughout 
the country, and which practically had 
a unanimous r«j>ort from the com mit­
tee. Mernlrers of the house showed 
great interest in the measure, and, had 
a division l>een called for, the b ill 
would have had an alumet unanimous 
vote. Another measure changing exist­
ing law which excited a filibustering* 
opposition, was the b ill permitting the 
fortification of «we-t wines and levy* 
lug a tax of 3 cents a gallon on all 
wine« thus fortified. A number of bills 
were passed under suspension of the 
rales.

The personal liab ility  b ill makes 
each party responsihle for it« own neg 
tlgence. I t  also renders void any con- 

•tract intended to restrict the liab ility  
of the employer for the negligence of 
employes.

Saturday, March 31.
Washington, March 13.—  This being 

war claim day in the house, only thoae 
directl«* in ter»»* ted in the legislation in 
the private calendar were in attend* 
ance. The houae during the four hours 
it  was in seeaion consider« 1 ami passed 
I ’ B bills, many, however, sending 
the particular claim to the court of 
claims for adjudication.

Previous to taking up the calendar a 
b ill was passed granting to the Capital 
C ity  Improvement company, of Helena, 
Montana, the right to construct a dam 
across the Missouri river in Montana.

A h ill to pay ttie claim of the French 
Trans-Atlantic ('able company for 
977,712, growing out of the cutting of 
cable« during the Hpaniah
passed.

Another b iil recalling the 
Hpatn which attracted little
tention was that appropriating |13  A94 
to the Ferro Carrilea Railroad com* 
patty, of Porto Rico, lor m ail service 
(»erformed by this company during the 
m ilt-ary  r ecu pat ion by the United  
Htales. The bill war passed.
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Friday, March 30. 
Washington, March 30 — The bout«

t<*lay passed the leg slative, executive 
and judicial appropriation b ill, carry 
ing $ tO.OOO.OOO. after considering the 
meitaure two weeks. Tbs feature of 
today’s proceedings was the e lim ina­
tion o* the age lim it of clerk*, a provis­
ion which created much discussion and 
which incited the fight against the b ill. 
The b ill a* passed carries nearly 17(H),- 
000 less than the last appropriation 
trill for sim lar purposes,

Thursday, March 20 .
Washington, Mandi 29.—-The senate 

today lie ened to speeches on the ra il­
road rate t ill’ by Clay, ('arm s k and 
Newland* a*«l passed a hili which pro­
vides for the reorganisation of the med­
ical department ot the army by author­
ising the appointment of ofttce/s to 
take the place of contract surgeons 
A ll the senators who spike on the rate 
b ill indicate«! a purpose to sup|>ort it, 
but ('lay  expressed the hope that it  
wouhl t>e so amended aa to afford a 
lim ited court review of the orders of 
the Interstate C >mmerce commission. 
Hale crhicis»d the m ilitary  medical 
h ill, saying it showed a tendency to in* 
create the srYnv, which was not desir­
able in time of peace.

Cultrerson presented and had the 
clerk read a memorial from the Cattle* 
raisers' association of Texas, urging the 
passage of the railroad rate b ill as it 
<»rne from the house

A b ill wsb passed authorizing the 
erection of th ree  life saving stating* on 
the coast of Washington between Cape 
F la tte ry  amt t i r a y " s  harbor

The senate adjourned until Monday.

Square Deal in Alaska.
Washington, \p r il  2 — The “«cretary 

of the interior today sent to «o ignss a 
«Irafi of a h .ll wh ch he rec uiimerula to 
he )>a*»ed providing that, whenever 
mineral entries are made in Alaska, six 
months’ not ce shall he given instead of 
<10 days, as at present. Under existing 
laws it. ha* Income a common practice, 
particularly in remote mining d istrets, 
for entrynien to hold off until the mails 
are v irtua llv  closed by bail weather and 
then forward their notices to Juneau. 
In  this manner persons wishing to in­
stitute a contest are precluded.

Washington, March 29.— Today was 
a busy day for the house, considerable 
progress having been made on the ex 
ecutive, legislative and judicial h ill. 
The committee on appropriationds suf 
fered a defeat, the oommittee of the 
whole, by a vote of 68 to 22, expung 
ing a paragraph trout the b ill which 
was alleged to be properly part of the 
post office appropriation h ill. An in ­
crease of 910,000 over the appropria 
lion carried by the bill was voted lor 
contldentlHl agent« of the Interior de­
partment to aid In .ferreting out laud 
frauds.

Wednesday, M arch 28 . 
Washington, March 29 .— Knox made 

hia first set speech in the senate today. 
He apoke on the railroad rate question, 
and dealt almost exclusively with the 
legal features of the problem W’hen 
he concluded the senate entered upon 
the consideration of the conference A» 
port on the h ill regarding the final dis 
position ot the affairs of the five c iv il­
ized trilrea of Indians and much objec 
tion waa ezpressed to many of the 
changes Heveral senators, including 
I-a Folette, C lark, of Wyoming, and 
Tillm an, expressed disapproval of the 
conference provision authorizing the 
secretary of the interior to I«««« land.

Washington, March 28.— The presi­
dent today transmitted to the house the 
report of A«si«tant Secretary ot State 
Herbert H . D. Peirce, regarding the 
consular service in the Orient.

The visit of M r. PeircB included 
many cities, hut his severe criticism is 
reserved for ex-Consul General McWade 
at Canton, and Consul W illiam s at 
Singapore. The charges against Mc­
Wade, ex-consul at Canton, are drunk­
enness, employment of a felon, issu­
ance ot fraudulent Chinese certificates, 
extending protection to Chinamen *h o  
claim to l>e American citizens, persecu­
tion of American citizens for purposes 
of revenge, and corruption in office.

The charges against Goodnow are 82 
in numlstr, some serious and some 
light. Home are sofficient to support 
suits at law and give evidence of cor­
ruption in office. The opinion of the 
better element waa unfavorable to him  
in Shanghai.

Tuesday, March 27 .
Washington, March 27 —  Tillm an  

and McCumber divided the time of the 
senate today, the North Dakota sen­
ator devoting himself to the railroad 
rate question exclusively and tbs South 
Carolina senator discussing various 
question«. T illm an made a special in ­
quiry concerning the status ot bis reso­
lution relative to the use of national 
bank funds in politics, and incidentally 
apike of District Attorney Jerome's 
recent utterance« an«) of Judge Humph* 
rey’s decision in the l»eef trust cases, 
declaring in the latter matter that the 
decision against the attorney general 
had merely reafted what be had sown 
in the case of ex-Secrelary Paul M or­
ton.

Foraker defended Judge Humphrey 
and T illm an declared that he had not 
meant to attack the judge, hut the law. 
McCumber picked innumerable flaws * t 
the rate b ill, predicting that, if en­
acted into a law. it wouhl fail entirely  
to meet the demands of the public, 
lie  said, however, he would vote for 
the h ill if projierlv amende«!.

Washington, March 27.— The house 
today witnessed a most unusual scene, 
the speaker rising on the floor in the 
midst of a spirited discussion on recip­
rocity and tariff revision and disclaim­
ing responsibility tor differ»n-es lie- 
tween m inority members. It was to 
wsr«l tiie close of the debate on the urg­
ent deficiency h ill, which appropriated, 
among other things, for the forthcom­
ing conference at Rio de Janeiro. The  
b ill was passed.

On motion of Tawney, the legislative 
and judicial b ill was taken up, when 
Prince, of Illino is, and Hardwick, of 
Georgia, resumed the tactics inaugurat 
e«I last week by raising a point of 
order against every paragraph in which 
there was a departure from existing 
law. A half dozen points of order were 
made and sutained affecting the officers 
of the snhtreasuriee at New York, 
Philadelphia, New Orlean« and Ht. 
Louis.

Washington, March 30. —  General 
Luke E. W right today took the ofeth of 
office as ambassador to Japan. He 
ceased to be governor general of the 
Philippines today. Henry Q. Ide, of 
♦he Philippines commission, the pres­
ent acting governor, w 11 continue until 
April 2, when the w ill be’ .inaugurated 
governor general. ’

Asks for Large Damages.
Washington, April 3 — The president 

has ncidved a letter of 20 closely w rit­
ten pages from (). J. M arkeli, of Ori- 
v ille , O. who threatens to sue the gov­
ernment at once if lie is not paid $600,- 
(100 as damages for Hie blighting ot the 
w riter’s literary propp« cts through va­
rious persscutiona. Markeli sa/H that 
while in government employ lie was 
nagged and tantalized by his fellow 
clerks and as an instance states that 
whenever his back was turned some 
clerk wouhl exclaim, "dam n you, I  can 
lick you.”

HALF M ILL IO N  TO STR IK E .

Coal M iners of Whole Nation About 
to Suspend W ork. 

Indianapolis, March 30. —  The joint
meetings of the bituminous coal opera­
tors and miners of the central competi­
tive district, composed of Western 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and I l l i ­
nois, and of the Houthwestern «1 »strict, 
composed of Missouri, Kansas, Texas, 
Arkansas. Oklahoma and Indian T erri­
tory, lust night reached a final dies 
greement on the wage rcale to go into 
effect at the expiration of t h e ’ present 
scale on A pril 1, and the conference of 
the central district adjourned sine die, 
while the joint scale committee of the 
Houth western district decided to report 
a disagreement to the joint conference 
of that district txxiay. -It is expected 
that this c«jnference w ill at once ad­
journ sine die "dthont an agreement.

The action of th e - Iw o  conferences 
w ill directly cause the suspension of 
work after Saturday by 178,000 miners 
an less someth ing. unforeseen, like sub­
mission of the difference« to arb itra­
tion, should intervene, and indirectly 
w ill affect 208,600 more miners, not 
including Its effect on 160,000 miners 
in the anthracite field, who were last 
night ordered to suspend work Monday. 
A national convent'on of the miners 

i ll be held today to decide whether 
miners w ill l»e allowed to sign the ad­
vance scale demanded and trxlay re- 
fused by a ll operators with a few excep­
tions, and to go to work where the ad­
vance is offerwj. Operators employing
26,000 miners in the central competi­
tive fie ld  have openly offered to pay the 
advance during the joint conference 
seas ion a.

The wage scales of all miners, both 
anthracite and bituminous, w ill expire 
Saturday, except those in Tennessee 
and Alabama, where the scale w ill ex­
pire in Kepteml«er. One national offi- 
cial of the United Mineworkers said:

I t  is a foregone conclusion that all 
♦he miner« whose scales expire Katur- 
lay w ill cease work until officially no 
tiffed by the national and district offi 
cere that new contract arrangements 
have been made governing their scale.

PROGRAM FOR CONGRESS.

W ASCO

Pan • American Committee Prepare* 
Subjects for Action.

Washington, March 30 -*-A program 
of subject« to be considered at the Pan- 
American congress to be held in Rio 
Janiero, Braxil, beginning July 21, was 
agreed on today by the cr mmittee of the 
eongre*« having that matter in charge, 
of which Secretary Root ia chairman. 
In addition to M r. Root tbe committee 
is made up of the ambassadors from 
Braxil and Mexico and the ministers 
from Chile, the Argentine Republic, 
Cuba and Costa Rica.

The subjects include sanitary and 
quarantine regulations, uniform ity of 
patent laws, international recognition 
ot diplomas of practicians of the learned 
professions, questions affecting com mer­
c a l intercourse and an international 
railroad.

I t  is expected that what is commonly 
known as the Drago doctrine, which is 
opposed to the forcible collection of 
private debts bv on* nation from anoth­
er, a dextrine adhered to by the United  
States, w ill OQme up for consideration 
in some form.

IOW A W IL L  IN V E S T IG A T E .

Legislature O rders Inquiry Into 
lation o f Insurance Law.

Des Moines, Iowa, March 3 0 — Asa  
result o' practically uranimou» action 
by both houses of the Iowa hgislature  
today, an investigation of insurarnre 
companies is to l>e undertaken in this 
state during the present summer, sim i­
lar to that which was conducted in New 
York last fa ll. The resolution which 
awaits the governor’s signature pro 
vide« for the appointment of a com in is 
sion to inquire into rumored abuse
Iowa insurance laws by state and East 
ern companies, to conduct an inquisì 
tonal investigation whenever in the 
commission’s opinion it is desirable 
and report to tbe legislature of next 
year what changes should be made in 
the laws to prevent a recurrence of any 
abuses that may egist.

is

’Road Tied Up for Tw o Weeks. 
Log Angeles, March 30.— The local 

rgilroad situation resulting from floods 
in Hontherrt California and vicinity  
even worse than hae yet been described
It  isviven out from the office of Gener­
al Manager W ells, of the Salt Lake 
route, that the washouts between C ali­
ente and I.as V Hgg„ Are so serious that 
the roadbed cannot he repaired short of 
two weeks to adm it the passage of 
trains. The Southrrn Pacific also re­
ports further trouble today. Another 
washout has Occurred somewhere in the 
Han Joaquin valley.

Referendum on Statehood. 
Washington, March 30.— That the

senate and house w ill reach a conipre 
nose agreement on the statehood h ill, 
which w ill permit Arizona and New- 
Mexico each to decide for themselves 
the question of their admission as one 
state, seems a correct solution from 
present indications.
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Oppo"iu  Single’« Blacksmith Bhop ______ W««< o Oregon

2 f  PHALAMONT
Livery, Feed &  Sale Stable.

Special attention given to Com m ercial M en and the 
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Stock. Special attention given for Mill Work and 
Car Load Orders. ESTIMATES FREE.
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ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
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'» Wasco, Oregon
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Wasco, Oregon
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