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C H A P T E K  IX.
It was S o’clock, and the relief guard 

waa coming from the afte r deck. The 
Crowd of prisoner» rouud the door held 
the ir breath to listen.

" I t ’s all planned.” »ays Gabhett, In 
a low growl. "W e n  the door hopeus we 
rush, and we’re in aiming the guard 
« tore they know where they are. D rag 
’em back Into the prison, grab the harm 
rack, and it'» all over.”

“ Stand from the door, Miles.” says 
P ine 's voice outside, in its usual calm 
accents.

The ( ’row was relieved. The tone was 
an ordinary one. and Miles was the sol­
dier whom Sarah l'u rfoy  had bribed 
Hot to fire. All had gone well.

The keys clashed and turned, and the 
bravest of the prudent party , who had 
been turning in his mind the notion of 
risking his life for a pardon to he won 
by rushing forward nt the right moment 
and alarming the guard, checked the 
cry tha t was in his throat as he saw the 
men round the door draw  back a little 
to r their rush, and caught a glimpse of 
the g ian t’s bristling scalp aud bared 
gums.

"Now!” cries Jem m y Vetch, as the 
Iron-plated oak swung back. and. with 
the guttural snarl of a charging wild 
boar. G abbett hurled himself out of the 
prison.

The red line of light which glowed for 
mi instant through the doorway was 
blotted out by a m ass of figures. All 
the prison surge«! forward, and before 
the eye could wink, five, ten, tw enty of 
the most desperate were outside. I t 
was as though a sea, breaking against a 
stone wall, had found some breach 
through through which to pour its 
w aters. The contagiou of battle  spread. 
C aution was forgotten, and those a t the 
back, seeing Jem m y Vetch raised up on 
tiie crest of tha t human billow which 
reared its black outline against an in- 
iistinct prospective of struggling figures, 
responded to his grin of encouragement 
by rushing furiously forward.

Suddenly a horrible roar like that of 
« trapped wild beast was heard. The 
rushing torrent choked in the doorway, 
and from out the lantern glowed into 
v hich the giant had rushed a flash broke, 
followed by a groan, as the perfidious 
sentry fell back, «hot through the breast. 
The mass in the doorway hung irreso­
lute. and then, by sheer weight of pres­
su re  from behind, burst forw ard, and 
as it so burst, the heavy door crashed 
into its jam bs, and the bolts were shot 
into their places.

All this took place by one of those 
sim ultaneous movements which, are so 
rapid in execution, so tedious to describe 
in detail. ' At one instant the prison door 
had opened, a t the next it had closed. 
T he picture which had presented itself 
to the eyes of the convicts was momen­
ta ry . The period of time th a t had elaps­
ed between the opening and the shotting 
of the door could have been marked by 
the musket shot.

The report of another shot, and then 
a noise of confused cries, mingled with 
the clashing of arms, informed the im­
prisoned men th a t the ship had been 
alarm ed. How would it go with their 
friends on deck? Would they succeed 
in overcoming the guards, or would they 
be beaten back? They would soon know; 
and in the hot dust, straining their eyes 
to see each other, they waited for th»» 
Issue. Suddenly the noises ceased, and 
a strange rumbling sound fell upon the 
ears of the listeners.

W hat had taken place? This, the men 
pouring out of the darkness into the 
sudden glare of the lanterns, rushed, be­
wildered, across the deck. Miles, true 
to his promise, did not fire, but the next 
instant Vickers had snatched the fire­
lock from him, and, leaping Into the 
stream , turned about and fired down to­
ward the prison. The attack  was more 
sudden than he had expected, but he 
did not lose hi« presence of mind. The 
shot would serve a double purp»»se. It 
would w’arn the men in the barrack, and 
perhaps check the rush by stopping up 
the doorway with a corpse. Beaten back, 
struggling and indignant, am idst the 
storm of hideous faces, his humanity 
vanished, aud he aimed deliberately at 
the head of Mr. Jam es Vetch; the shot, 
however, missed its mark, and killed 
the unhappy Miles.

G abbett and his companions had by 
th is tim e reached the foot of the com 
panion ladder, there .to encounter the 
cu tiasses/o f the doubled gmird gleaming 
redly in the glow of the lanterns. A 
glance up the hatchw ay showed the 
giant th a t the arm s he had planned to 
seize were defended by ten firehjcks. 
and th a t, behind the open doors of the 
partition which ran abaft the  -mizzen­
m ast, the rem ainder of the detachment 
stood to their arms. Even his dull in­
tellect comprehended tha t the desperate, 
project had failed, and th a t he had 
been betrayed. W ith the roar of de­
spair which had penetrated into the 
prison, he turned to fight his way back, 
just in time to see the crowd in the 
gangw ay recoil from the flash of the 
m usket fired by Vickers. The next in­
s ta n t Pine and two soldiers, taking ad­
vantage of the momentary cessation of 
the press, shot the bolts and secured the 
prison.

The m utineers were caught in a trap.
The narrow  space between the barracks 
ami the barricade was choked with 
struggling figures. Some tw enty con­
victs, and half as many soldiers, struck 
and stabbed a t each other in the crowd. 
There was barely elbow room, and a t­
tacked aud attackers fought almost with­
out knowing whom they struck. Gab­
bett tore a cutlass from a soldier, shook 
his huge head, and calling on the Mooch-

er to ftdlow, bounded up the ladder, des­
perately determined to brave the tire of 
the watch. The Moocher, clone a t the 
giant » he«'!», fluug himaelf upon the 
nearest soldier, and. gruNping his wrist, 
struggle! for the cutla««. A brawny, 
bull-necked fellow next him dashed hl» 
clinched fist into the soldier's face, atnl 
the man, maddeued by the blow, let go 
the cutless, and. draw ing bis pistol, »hot 
hi» new assailant through the head. It 
was this secoud »hot th a t arouse«! M au­
rice F ro  re. %

A» the young lieutenant sprang out 
upon the «lesck. he saw by the position of 
the guard that others had been more 
m indful of the safety of the ship than 
he. 1'here was, however, no time for ex­
planation. for. as he res<die«t the hatch­
way, he was met by the ascouding giant, 
" h o  uttered a hideous cry at the sight 
of this unexpected adversary, and, too 
close to strike him, locked him In his 
arms. The two men went down togeth 
er. The guard on the quarter-deck d ar­
ed not fire at the two bodies tha t, twined 
about each other, rolled acroaa the deck, 
and for a moment Mr. Frere 'e  cherished 
existence hung upoa the slenderest 
thread imaginable.

The Moocher. spattered with the blood 
and brains of his unfortunate comrade, 
'lad already set his foot upon the low­
est atep of the ladder, when the cutlass 
was dashed from his hand by a blow 
from a clubbed firelock, and he was 
dragge«! roughly backward. As he fell 
upon the deck, he saw the Crow spring 
out of the mass of prisoners who had 
l»een, an instan t before, struggling with 
the guard, and, gaining the cleared spat's 
at the bottom of the ladder, hold up his 
hands, as though to shield himself from 
a blow. The confusion had become sud­
denly stilled, and upon the group be­
fore the barricade had fallen that mys­
terious silence which had perplexed the 
inm ates of the prison.

I !iey were not perplexed for long. 
The two soldiers who. with the assist­
ance of Pine, had forced to the door of 
the prison, rapidly unbolte«! a trap  door 
in tlie  barricade and, a t a signal from 
Vickers, three men ran the loaded how­
itzer from its sinister shelter, and. tra in ­
ing the deadly muzzle to a level with 
the opening in the barri«?ade, stood ready 
to fire.

“Surrender!”  cried Vickers, in a voice 
from which all “hum anity” had vanish­
ed. "S urrender, and give up your ring­
leaders, or I ’ll blow you to pieces!”

There was no trem or in his voice, and 
though he stood, with Pine by his side 
a t the very mouth <d the leveled can 
non, the  m utineers perceived, with th a t 
achtenesa which imminent danger brings 
to the most stolid of brains, tha t, did 
they hesitate an instant, he would keep 
his word. There was an awful moment 
of silence, broken only by a akurrylng 
noise in the prison, as though a family 
of rata, disturbed a t a flour cask, were 
scam pering to the ship’s side for shel­
ter.

The entrapped men looked up the 
hatchw ay, but the guard had already 
closed In upon It, and some of the ship’s 
crew were peering down upon them. Em 
cape was hopeless.

“One m inute!” cried Vickers, confi­
dent th a t one second would be enough— 
“one m inute to  go quietly, or------ ”

“Surrender, m ates!” shrieked some un­
known wretch from out of the darkness 
of the prison. ‘‘Do you want to be the 
death of us?”

Jem m y Vetch feeling, by th a t curious 
sym pathy which nertous natures pos­
sess, th a t his comrades wished him to 
act as spokesman, raised his shrill tones.

W e surrender,” he said. “ I t’s no use 
getting  our brains blown out.” And. 
raising his hands, he obeyed the motion 
of Vickers’ finger, and led the way to­
ward the barrack.

“ Bring the irons forw ard there!” 
shouted Vickers, hastening from his per­
ilous position; and before the last man 
had filed past the still smoking match, 
the  clink of hammers announced that the 
Crow had resumed those fe tters which 
had been knocked off his dain ty  limbs a 
month previously in the Bay of Biscay.
In another moment the trap  door wa« 
closed, the howitzer rumbled back to its 
clearings, and the prison breathed again.

In the meantime, a scene almost as 
exciting had taken place on the upper 
deck. G abbett, with the blind fury 
which the consciousness of failure brings 
to such brute-like natures, had seized 
F rere by the th roat, determined to put 
an end to a t least "one of his enemies.
But desperate though he was, and with 
all the advantage of weight and strength 
upon his side, he found the young lieu­
tenant a more form idable adversary than 
he had anticipated .

M aurice F re re  was no coward. Taken 
by surprise aa he was, he did not lose 
his presence of mind. The convict was 
so close upon him th a t there was no 
time to strike, but, as hje was forced 
backw ard, he succeeded in crooking his 
and th ru s t one hand into his collar. 
Over aud over they rolled, the bewil­
dered sentry  not daring to fire, until the 
ship’s side brought them up with violent 
jerk , and F rere  realized th a t G abbett 
was below him. Pressing with all the 
might of his muscles, he strove to resist 
the leverage which the giant was apply­
ing to tu rn  him over, but he might as 
well have pushed against a stone wall. 
W ith his eyes protruding, and every 
sinew strained to its utmost, he was 
slowly forced round, he felt G abbett re­
leasing his grasp, in order to draw  back 
and aim a t him an effectual blow. Dis­
engaging his left hand, F rere  suddenly 
allowed himself to sink, and then draw ­
ing up his right knee, struck G abbett 
beneath the Jaw, and, aa the huge head

farced bn^kwnr<1 by the blow, dn««h- 
oil his fist Into the braw ny th roa t. ‘ T h  
g ian t reeled backw ard, m id, fa llin g  on 
his baud* and kneea, was in  an instant 
aurm nnded by «silurs.

A u th o rity  was almoat Ins tan tly  t r i  
inuphant on the upper and lower deck» 
l'he mutiny was over.

breeze
Blunt.

( ' l l  A l'T E K  X.
A shock was felt ull through the ve* 

eel, nud Flue, who had been watching 
the Ironing of the last of the m utineers, 
at otire divined Its cnu»e.

’’Thank God!” he cried, “ there’s a 
hreese nt last!” Aud as the overpower­
ed G abbett, bruised, bleisling and bound, 
was dragged down th e ' hatchw ay, the 
trium phant doctor hurried upu«>ii deck to 
find the M alabar plunging through the 
whitening w ater under the iutluem'e of 
a flfh'eti knot breeze.

“ Stand by to reef topsails. Away 
aloft, men, and furl the royals!”  cries 
Best from the q uarte r «leek; ami in the 
midst of the cheery confusion M aurice 
F rere  briefly recapitulated » h a t had 
taken place, taking care, however, to 
pass over Ills own dereliction of duty 
as rapidly as |*on«lbz1e.

Pine knit his brows. “ Ik> you think 
th a t Sarah Purfojr was in the plot?” 
he naked.

“ Not she!” says Frere, eager to avert 
inquiry. “ How could »he be? Plot! 
She’« sickening of fever, or I’m much 
m istaken.”

Sure enough, they found Sarah Pur- 
foy lying where she had fallen a q u a r 
ter of an hour before. T he clashing of 
the cutlasses and the firing of muskets 
had not roused her.

“ W e must make a sick bay some­
where.” ssye Pine, looking at the sens«*- 
less figure, with no kindly glance; 
"though I don’t think she’s likely to be 
very bad. Confound her— I believe she’s 
the cause of ail this. I’ll And out. too. 
before many hours are over; for I ’ve told 
those fellows that, unless they confess 
all about It before to-morrow monilng. 
I ’ll get them six dosen apiece the day 
a fte r  we anchor In H obart T>»wit. I’ve 
a great vnlnd to do it before we get 
there. Take her head, Frere. and we’ll 
get her out of this before Vickers comes 
up. W hat a fool you are, to l»e sure!
I knew what It would he, with women 
on board ship. I wonder Mrs. V. has’nt 
been out before now. There—steady past 
the «loor. Make haste, now. before that 
little P arson  comes. I’ar*>n« are reg­
u lar old women to chatter!” and thus 
m uttering. Pine assisted to carry Mrs. 
Vickers’ maid Into her cabin.

“ I don’t wonder at you making a 
fool of yourself. Chances are you’ve 
caught the fever, though this 
will help to blow It out of us. 
too!”

W hat do you m ean?”  asked Frere, 
hastily, as he heard a step approach. 

W hat has Blunt to say about her?” 
“ W hy, man, she was making eyes a t 

every man on the ship! I caught her 
kissing a soldier once.”

M aurice Frere*» cheeks grew hot. All 
the time he had flattered himself th a t 
he was fascinating the black-eyed maid, 
the black-eyed maid had been tw isting 
him round her finger, and perhaps Imi­
ta ting  his love-making for the gratifica­
tion of her soldier lover. I t waa not a 
pleasant thought; and yet, strange to 
say, the Idea of S arah 's treachery did 
not make him dislike her. There is a 
sort of love which thrives under Ill- 
tre a tm e n t

Vickers met them a t the door. “ Pine, 
Blunt has the fever. Mr. Best found 
him In his cabin groaning. Come aud 
look a t him .”

The commander of the M alabar was 
lying on his hunk in the betw lsted condi­
tion into which men who sleep In their 
clothes contrive to get themselves. The 
doctor shook him, bent down over him, 
and then loosened his collar. " H e ’s not 
sick. Halloo!" says Pine, smelling at 
the broken tumbler, “ w hat’s th is? Smell« 
queer. Laudanum ! l ie 's  been ho­
cused !”

“ Nonsense!”
" I  see It,” slapping his thigh. “ I t’s 

th a t woman! She’s drugged him. and
m eant to do the sam e for------ ’’(F rere
gave him an imploring look»—“ for any­
body else who would be fool enough to 
let her do it. Dawes was right, sir. 
She's in it; I'll »w «ir she’s in it.”

“ W hat! my w ife's m aid? Nonsense!” 
said Vickers.

“ I t ’s no nonsense. T hat soldier who 
was shot— w hat's his nam e?— Miles, he 
— but, however, it doesn’t m atter. I t ’s 
all over now.”

The men will confess before morn­
ing.” gays Vickers, “ and we’ll see." And 
he went off to his w ife’s cabin.

H is wife opened the door for him. 
She had been sitting  by the child’s bed- 
side. listening to the firing, nud waiting 
for her husband’s return , Without a m ur­
mur. F lirt, fribble, and ahrew as she 
waa, Ju lia  Vickers had displayed, In 
cases of emergency, th a t glowing cour­
age which women of her nature at times 
possess. Though th e  would yawn over 
any book sh o re  the level of a genteel 
love story; a ttem pt to fascinate, wjth 
ludicrous assum ption of girlishness, hoys 
young enough to be her sons; shudder at 
a frog, and scream nt a spider, she could 
ait throughout a q u arte r of an hour of 
guch guspense as she had ju st under­
gone with as much courage ns if she 
had been the strongest minded woman 
th a t ever denied her sex. “ Is it all 
over?” she asked.

“ Yes. thank God!” said Vickers, paus­
ing on the threshold. “All is safe now, 
though we had a narrow escape, I be­
lieve. H ow ’s Sylvia?”

T he child was lying on the bed, with 
her fair hair scattered  over the pillow, 
and her tiny hands moving restlessly to 
and fro.

A little better, I  think, though she 
hag been talking a good deal.”

(To «.j continued.)

lieen faithful to hi« vow.
True , he lets her ’ tend the furnace, let»

her carry in the coal.
But no rest work. Good gracious! That

would ja r his tender souk 
—Louisville <’ourier Journal.

hour,” explained 
father.

the husbaud aud

/w v e w l le  a b r * w d « e s s .
K itty  culled up her father by telephoo«. 
“ Ilello, p ap a!”
“ W hat is it, dear?” he asked.
“ I wish you'd bring me some c s n - d y  

when you come home this evening.”
"All right, K itty  ; but why do you »pell 

It out?”

In Manehurla, Siberia and North 
China much use Is made of Chinese 
brick tea, not as a beverage, but aa a 
vegetable, boiled with rice and m at
ton.

'jring Humors
Impure or effete matters accun.ulalcd in the blood 

( . t ir in g  the winter cause in the spring such disfiguring 
and painful troubles as boils, pimples, and other eruptions, 
also weakness, loss of appetite and that tired feeling.

1 he best medicine to take to rid yqursclf of them is 
Hoods Sarsaparilla, which thoroughly cleanses the blood, 
and effects permanent cures by giving healthy functional 
activity to the stomach, liver, kidneys, bowels and skin.

I his is the testimony of tens of thousands who have 
taken this great spring medicine.

Accept no substitute for I I noil's Sarsaparilla, but in­
sist on having Hood’s and get it today.

* Sold by druggists everywhere.
I  sual form, liquid, or in new form, tablet»«, 100 Doses One Dollar.

R r i i l t e n  a n d  M r n i t u d ,
On sw ep t the  little  rv«I au tom obile 

th a t w as bu ilt fu r two.
"You—-you scorn so quiet,” wills

A r r n r d l n x  (n  S lv n s .
An Irish m an  wum w alking along a 

r< ad t>e»ldc a golf links wImjq be waa 
suddenly  struck  betw een tiu* shoulders

j»crc«I the  b eau tifu l girl, anx iously , " Is  by a golf ball. T he force of tin« blow, 
th e re  a n y th in g  abuu t thia m ach ine aaya a w rite r  in the New York W orld, 
th a t la b roken?” alm ost knocked him down. W hen Hu

"Y es,” h issed  the tall m an a t her recovered lie olmervcd a golfer runn ing  
able, bitterly. "M y heart." towurd him .

F ee ling  rem orsefu l a t hav ing  “ Are you h u rt? ” asked the p layer,
him  so cruelly  th e  b eau tifu l girl lean “ Why d id n 't  you get out o f tlu* w ay?” 
etl over and  ad d ed : “ An* why should  1 get ou t of the

"C heer up, G eorge! I f  y o u r h ea rt la w ay?" asked  Put. "I d idn 't know th e re  
really  broken w e cau  atop a t a rep a ir " e r e  any awaaaalna round  here.” 
shop .”  "B u t I called  ’fore,’ " aald the p layer,

"N onsense! W hat kind of a re p a ir  "and  when I say 'fo re ,’ th a t la u sign 
shop  could m end a broken h e a r t? ” f ° r  Y°u •“ **’•'* ou t of the w ay.”

"W hy , tin* parsonage, G eorgs!” “Oh, It Is, Is It?” aald Put, “ W ell,
T w en ty  m inu tes la te r  the  “repair ^^n* " b ln  I say ‘folve,* It Is n sign

■hop” w as reached .

A s I f  O d e s  llm p p r-n s .
Wh«*n our hero «lid hi« c«»urting In 

g«»ld«*n long ago.
He declared that her small fingers ni*v*t 

real toil should know.
He’d protect those dainty d ig its; hs would 

labor like a Turk.
And he'd never, never let her do a thing 

that »tuA«-k«*d of work.
acrea, o r .*kl per cent o f th e  en tire  area  

F o r  some «lx or «even w in te rs  have th« o f the coun try . In ltu««ln houses bu ilt 
twain been married now, of any o th e r m a te ria l than  wood a re

B u t throughout them  »11 o ur hero ha« almost unknown outside tin» cl tie« ami

th«

th n t you a re  going to get h it on th e  
nose. “ Folve.”

< • » « ' •  W e a l t h  In  K « r e « t s .
Few |M«>ple who have not traveled  

abou t the  B usslnn em pire cau Im agine 
how (»ouinllcMM 1» its w ealth  In tlm ls-r. 
“ W ooden Ituaala” 1* tlie nam e applied 
to  th e  vast fo rest a rcaa  of Ituaala in 
Europe, which cover nearly  5,(MX>.O0O

w«m»1 const 11 Utcs the  p rincipal fuel. 
T he forewt belt culled the "T aiga .” in 
S iberia , s tre tch es In a d irec t line from 
the P ra ia  to the Pacific for 4.000 m iles 
and  In m any p a rts  is ano m iles broad. 
All th is  la tlw pro|M*rty of the  czar.

N a r r o w  K s ra p e .
"M y baby ."  »aid the  hu sb an d  o f a 

p ro m in en t club  and  society w om an,
"had a narrow escape yesterday.”

“ Indeed !” exclaim ed  the  frien d  of 
the fam ily . "H ow  w as th a t? ”

"T h e  n u rse  girl thoughties« ly  left It
alone w ith Its m o ther for nearly  an  t#r - • ’ ‘ • '•-d  , . .u n .r lf  that there’.

’ nothing worth stealing down there will

I l l s  O a l y  < 'a n r « r a ,
“ John ," whispered In« w ife, shaking 

him. " I  he»r soui**b<><ly in the basement.”
John gro|»*<1 hi« way, h a lf awake, io  

the w all, nn<l bawled down the register. 
1 on in fe rna l scoundrel,”  he said, "a f-

you ptesss push in the upper damper rod 
of the furuar*e? I forgot to do It .”

Then hs crawled back into be<l again.

Idewf ineatloM  N ecessary .
“la your m istress a t bom«-,“ Inquired 

Mr«. Boretn, »tundlng In the shadow of 
tlie doorw ay.

" I don’t know, ma’am.” rep||»*d the
servan t. “C an 't tell w hether Nhc'a homo 

“ I don’t want anybody els« to know or „ot till I g it n g.wxl look a t ye. If  
what I in saving. .............. .  ......... .......... ... . .  ___ye bov a w art on the  side o' y»*r

T hs wealth of Norway lies almost «n- tone, m a'am , sh« a lu 'L ”—P hiladelph ia  
t i r s i /  in her fure<ts and fidieries. Ia*«lger.
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