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UNDERTAKING
Monday, Jan. 8.

Washington, Jan. 8.—The senate to- 
today gave attention to the Panama 
canal, the situation in Rsnto Domingo 
and the merchant marine shinpiing 
hill.

The canal bill question came up in 
connection with a mesarqe from the 
preaidant, in which, among other 
things, he invited the closest scrutiny 
into ail that had l»een done by the gov­
ernment in the IftthrnuH of Panama. 
Gorman made that utterance the text 
for a «peach, in which he criticieed the 
salarie» ¡»aid for work in connection 
with the canal, and urged congression­
al inquiry. He «aid that the president 
wan not so much to blame a« congre«« for 
hi» assumption of control on the lath- 
mu», and that the chief miatake had 
been made when congre«« released ita 
hold upon canal affair». He agreed 
witii Gorman in urging the right« of 
congre»« in connection with the canal, 
ami «aid that, while congre«« had dele­
gated the matter to the president, the 
latter practically had referr d the 
whole matter track to congre««.

The senate took up the merchant 
marine «hipping hill and Gallinger 
•poke in support of that measure, 
(looting the utterance« of Presidents 
McKinley and R'xieevelt on the im­
portance of building up the merchant 
marine, he urged congre«« to heed theee 
admonitions by passing a law thaï 
would relieve the aituation.

Gallinger estimated that the aggre­
gate expeuee to the government for the 
entire ten year« of the proposed auh- 
aidiee would be $40,000,000, and that 
the amount being devoted to the en­
couragement of irrigation is many 
time« larger.

The senate then, at 4:13 P. M., went 
into executive se«eiont rxnd at 4:20 ad­
journed.

in answer to a question a« to what 
kind of a Democrat he really wa«. He 
talked of the Philippine« and favored 
the pending bill; he discussed the gen­
eral tariff question and in particular 
the German tariff aituation. He re­
viewed William J. Bryan’s record on 
silver and paid hi« respects in charac­
teristic oratory to Republican leader«.

He ascribed future greatne«« to what 
he termed the **«tand pat” disciples 
and declared that one of theee, Secre­
tary Shaw, whose record a« secretary of 
the Treasury included, he «aid, classi 
fying frogs’ legs a« poultry and ponies 
a« “ household article«” for the collec­
tion of revenue wa« a logical Kepnbli 
can presidential possibility, unless the 
mantle «hould fall on “ the gray and 
grizzled speaker, Uncle Joe Cannon.”

Fordney, of Michigan, opposed the 
measure. He expressed his disgust 
that the hill was made to reprsent a 
movement under the name of “ reciproc­
ity .” He reviewer! exhaustively the 
sugar beet industry and argued earn­
estly for ita protection against compe­
tition with the Philippines. Fordney 
cioncluded at 5 o'clock, when the house 
adjourned until tomorrow.
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House Take* Up Consideration of 
Philippine Tariff Bill.

Washington, Jan. 4. — The cause of 
the Filipino was advanced on the floor 
of the house by the Republican leader, 
Payne, for nearly four hours today. 
He represented the views of the major­
ity of the ways and means committee 
on the Philippine tariff reducing the 
duties on sugar and tobacco to 25 per 
cent of the Dingley tariff rates and ad­
mitting other products of the islands 
to the United States iree of duty. Be­
fore and following Mr. Payne’s speech 
brief discussions indicated that there is 
to be a protracted debate on the meas 
ure, and that the Republican opponents 
representing the cane and beet sugar 
interests of this country will speak 
and vote against the bill.

Washington, Jan. 8. — With over an 
hour devoted to the District of Colum­
bia, there wan left hut a half-hour to 
be devote«! by the house today to tariff 

; discussion. Thia wa» utilised by Sulli­
van, ot Massachusetts, who «poke 
strongly for tariff revision from the 
Demo« ratic standpoint.

HILL ON PHILIPPINES

FAVORS PHILIPPINE BILL.

Clark, of Missouri, Occupies House 
Floor for 1 hree Hours.

Washington, Jan. 6.—"ChampClark 
Democracy” was expounded to the de­
light and entertainment of the house 
for three hours today by Clark, of Mis­
souri, and constituted the feature of 
the debate on the Philippine tariff bill. 
Clark’s speech took a wide range and 
he labeled his political beliefs as above,

Will Defeat Statehood. 
Washington, Jan. 8.— The Republi­

can “ insurgents” of the house now con­
tend they have formed a combination 
that will defeat the s.atehood bill and 
carry the Philippine tariff bill with it. 
They say they have 70 Republican 
votes which will he supported by a 
united minority, to defeat a rule pro­
hibiting any amendment to the state­
hood hill. They will amend thia bill, 
they say, by admitting Oklahoma and 
Indian Territory ns one state and leav­
ing Arixona and New Mexico out for 
the present.

In the Senate.
Washington, Jan. 4.—After waiting 

for almost a year, R. M. Ia Follette 
appeared in the senate when it recon­
vened today, after the holiday recees, to 
claim bis seat as senator from Wiacon- 
sin, and the oath of office was admin­
istered to him by Vice President Fair­
banks. The ceremony was witnessed 
by a crowded gallery, which manifest­
ed much interest in the proceedings.

After I.a Follette had signed the 
oath which he had taken, he was again 
joined by Spooner and escorted to the 
seat assigned him among thoee Repub­
licans who have seats on the Demo­
cratic side of the chamber.

Assignments of I-a Follette and 
Gearin to committees was made as fol­
lows:

La Follette — Potomac river front, 
chairman; census, civil service, claims, 
immigration, Indian affairs and'pen- 
uons.

Gearin—Claims, pensions, forts and 
fortifications, industrial exposition’ , 
national banks and District of Colum­
bia. Simmons resigned from the last- 
named committee to make room for the 
Oregon senator.

The senate discussed at some length 
a proposition to reprint a magazine ar­
ticle by Newlands, entitled “ A Demo­
crat in the Philippines,’* and also a 
resolution for the regulation of senate 
patronage. Both were adopted. A 
resolution calling for information con­
cerning the status of affairs in Santo 
Domingo was presented by Tillman, 
who made an unsuccessful effort to se­
cure immediate consideration of it.

Gallinger had expected to open the 
debate upon the merchant marine 
shipping bill today, but, when the bill 
was laid before the senate, he asked to 
be excused from talking until next 
Monday, when the bill will be formally 
taken up as the unfinished business.

After a brief executive session, the 
senate adjourned until Monday.
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Occupies Attention of House Three 
Hours Telling What He Know*. 

Washington, Jan. 6 .—In a be««ion of
five hour« today, the hou«e placed on 
record a speech in favor of the Philip­
pine tariff bill, one against it, and a 20 
minute«’ talk for tariff revision accord­
ing to the Republican demand of Mas- 
nachusetts. H ill, of Connecticut, oc 
cupied three hours, and was listened to 
with the greatest interest in detailing 
the knowledge he gained from two 
visits to the Philippine«, the last a« a 
member of the party of Secretary Taft 
laet summer. He paid particular at­
tention to the tobacco feature of the 
measure, and explained away much of 
the misapprehension a« to the enor­
mous product« that might be expected 
from the islands. Their territory, he
«aid, was small, and the fertile lands 
still further limited.

Mondell, of Wyoming, who has led 
the fight against the bill in the in 
terest of the l>eet sugar industry of this 
country, spoke vigorously against the 
measure and against the policy of help­
ing the Filipino people by granting 
them open markets in the United 
States. He said the passage of this 
hill would lie the death knell of the 
beet sugar industry in the United 
States.

The abolition of the tariff on hides 
was pleaded tor by Lawrence of Massa­
chusetts, who presented the position 
taken by the Republican* of that state.

Information regarding immigration 
from Austro-llungary contained in re­
ports by Marcun Braun was asked for 
from the secretary of commerce and 
labor.

Give Pensions to Steptoe's Men. 
Washington, Jan. 8. — Senator An­

keny ttxlay introduced a bill extending 
the provisions of the late Indian war 
veterans* pension act to include all 
those who served as volunteers during 
the Indian hostilities in Washington 
and Idtsho in 1858 with the military 
commands of Colonel Edward I. Step­
toe and Colonel George Wright, includ­
ing the volunteer company of friendly 
Nea Perces Indians, who acted as 
guides and scouts under Colonel 
Wright.

New Lightship and Tender. 
Washington, Jan. 8 .—In the absence

of representation in the house from 
Oregon, Representative Hepburn, of 
Iowa, introduced a bill authorizing 
the lighthouse board to immediately 
expend $120,000 for the construction 
and equipment of a new light vessel to 
take the place of light vessel No. 50, 
off the mouth of the Columbia river, 
which is now undergoing repairs; also 
a bill authorizing the construction of a 
new lighthouse tender, costing $150,- 
000 to replace the Manzanita, which is 
deemed unworthy of repairs.
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