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FLAW  IN EXBMPTION LAW .

Lac of a Scml-Coloa Leave« Meaning 
Phrnaa In Doubt.

Salem —One more tian- baa l»een 
found in the tax exemption act passed 
bv the legislature at it« sptvial aeaaiun. 
While there is no uncertainty as to the 
iutent of the framer of the bill, the 
punctuation leave« opportunity for 
question whether there is any lim it to 
the value of household goods that may 
be claimed as exempt. The doubt 
arises from the use of the semi-colon 
instead of a comma.

Representative Shelley, of Inne 
county, father of the bill, was com­
municated with in tegard to it, and re­
plied that it was his intention that the 
limitation on the exemption should ap­
ply to all the items of property enum­
erated. In other words, that the $300 
exemption might l»a made up from any 
or all the items mentioned. The ques­
tion is whether this intention can be 
ascertained from the language used.

Subdivision 8, of the act of the s|>ec- 
ial session of 1903, provides that the 
following property shall be exempt 
from taxation:

“ The following property, if owned 
by a householder and in actual use, or 
kept for use, by and for his or her fam­
ily; household goods, furniture and 
utensils; two cows ten sheep, live swine 
and the tools, implements, apparatus, 
team, vehicle, harness or library neces­
sary to enable any person to carry on 
his trade, occupation or profession by 
which such peison earns his or her liv ­
ing to the amount of three hundred 
($300) dollars, the articles to l»e select­
ed by such householder; provided, 
however, that when the assessed valua­
tion of the personal property above 
enumerated shall amount to less than 
three hundred ($300) dollars, then 
only such amount as the total of such 
propertty herein enumreated shall be 
exempt from taxation.’’

The supreme court of this state has 
several times decided that punctuation 
marks are not controlling in construing I 
an act for the purpose of ascertaining 
its meaning. In the port of Portland 
case, decided last July, the supreme 
court changed the location of punctua­
tion marks in order to arrive at the 
meaning of the legislature. But in 
that case the court found that the 
meaning was otherwise clear. It is not 
certain that the language of theexemp- 
tioa act shows that the punctuation 
was erroneous.
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NO DEMAND FOR PRUNES.

Ba«tern M arket Ma« Been Supplied at 
Very Low Figure.

Salem— “ The prune situation in the 
East didn’t look good to m e,” said 
Bruce Cunningham upon his return 
from a recent trip to Iowa. Mr. Cunn­
ingham is a well-known prune grower 
of the Liberty neighborhood. After 
waiting all winter for an opportunity 
te sell his crop at what he considered a 
fair price, he took a carload of fruit 
back to Iowa to sell it there himself.

“ The prune market doesn’t look good 
aad I don’t see any reason to believe 
that it will improve any this season,” 
he continued in answer to inquiries. 
“ The fact is that the trade is already 
supplied. Everywhere I went I found 
that dealers have all the prunes they 
want and most of it was bought at 
pretty low prices. I found a jobber 
supplied with Oregon prunes that he 
bought from an Oregon firm at 4% 
cents in 25 pound boxes. These prunes 
he will sell to the retail dealer a t 5 ^  
to 6 cents, and the retailers will sell 
them to consumers at 8 >4 cents, or 
three pounds for a quarter.

“ How did the jobber get them so 
cheap? That beats me; but he had 
them, and others bought at the same 
figure. I learned that early in the sea­
son—as long as last July, jobbers were 
selling Oregon and California prune«. 
Dealers bought early and when they 
had all they wanted they stopped buy­
ing. That is the condition that exists 
—the market has l>een supplied and no 
more are wanted. It looks to me as 
though we will have a considerable 
quantity of carry over stock to sell in 
competition with 1904 prunes.”

Sheep Losing Their Fleece.
Echo— Sheep shearing is now in full 

swing in the Echo country, and almost 
every ablebodied man in the neighbor­
hood is making arrangements to join 
some #«w  and go to clipping wool. 
The price as established here for shear 
ing is 8 cents where the crew board 
themselves and 7 cents with board. 
The latter arrangement prevails here 
this year. As this is a forward spring 
in the Umatilla valley« sheep shearing 
will have to be rushed to get it out of 
the way before haying begins, which is 
iast approaching.

Sowing Beet Seed at Be he.
Echo— A large lot of sugar beet seed 

lias been received here and planters are 
busily engaged io preparing the ground.

BE ITEM  LUMBER RATE WANTED.

Cottage Drove Citizens Inaugurate Move­
ment Affecting Southern.

Cottage Grove— A meeting of the 
business men of thia place was held at 
the city hall last week for the purpose 
of discussing and effecting an organiza­
tion will» the object of trying to obtain 
a bettei lumber freight rate from the 
Southern Pacific. The rate as it now 
is is demoralizing the lumber industry 
in this valley and if a better rate can­
not be obtained many of the mill« will 
be forced out of businees.

A committee was appointed to draft 
some line of procedure and after much 
discussion the meeting adjourned to 
meet again Tlies«lay night. If the rec­
ommendations of the committee w ill ,»e 
adopted all Western Oregon will be 
drawn into the matter in question.

Ear-Reaching Irrigation Rules.
Salem—The proposed irrigation rules 

which were recently sudbmitted to the 
state land board for approval are de­
signed to apply to all the irrigation 
projects in the I)eschutes country. 
The rules were proposed by both the 
Deechutes irriagtion and ¡>ower com­
pany and the Three Sisters «irrigation 
emopany. The former company has 
absorbed the 1‘slot Butte development 
company and the Oregon irrigation 
company and acquired other interest 
giving it control of some 200.000 acres 
of arid land. The Three Sisters 
pany has a tract of 27,000 acres.

are 5v»ept 
Storm.

t hicago, March 26.—One of the most 
severe storms this city has known in 
many years imsned over ('hicago to­
night. Great damage was done in the 
suburbs. The storm did not strike the 
business portion of the city in its great 
eat force.

1 he town of Indiana harlor, 20 miles 
southeast of ('hicago, was the heaviest 
sufferer. I., Barker, the proprietor of 
a dry goods store, was killed, and 1ft 
)*eopleewho were in his store when the 
■torn» struck wen« injured, some of 
them seriously, although none Is ex­
pected to die. Barker's store was en­
tirely demolished. Eighteen residences 
wen* blown down, and a number of 
l>eople were hurt in the ruins of their 
liomes. The number of |>eople injured 
at Indiana Harlxir will probably ap­
proximate 2ft. All three of the hotels 
in the place were l«adly damaged. One 
two story frame building was entirely 
turn «si over.

At Hammond, Ind., a numlter of 
residences were I>a«lly damaged, and tw o  
|*eople were injured, but i »̂t fatally. 
One end of the large plant of the Re­
public Iron A Steel company was blown 
down, causing a loss of $25,000. A 
numlter of business houses were un­
roofed .

To the north of the city the storm 
was also severe, much damage having 
lieen «lone in the suburbs of Evanston, 
Rogers Park ami Thornton.

An exceedingly heavy fall of rain 
acconipanied the storm.

In I hornton a frame dwelling wss 
blown into a stone quarry ami re«tuce«l 

_ to kimiling wood. One man was fatally 
com- l‘urt an<i several other )>ers«»ns were se­

verely m jund.

Brand Ronde Fruit Outlook.
I41 Grande—Jud«l (veer, horticulturist 

commissioner for the Eastern Oregon 
district, states that the fruit prospects 
for this district are excellent for «11 va­
rieties, and that the weather conditions 
have l»een very favorable for fruit.

CHINA KILLS IT.

Exclusion Act Will 
ot Next

F x pire on 
December.

the 27th

Washington, Match 2«.—The state 
dejwirtment has received formal notice 
from the Chinese government deiioumn„ 1 1;.. . 1 1 . . . . ....  ................. .......... ginviu iiinn  uriKHIIlf«Budding has been kept hack to an ex- ing the Chinese exclusion treaty, no thisT «A VS f fin a«t,t. *11 S'* S 4 el. I ▲ X ~ * ...tent on account of the cool weather, 

and the trees are considered beyond the 
«langer line as far as frost or freezing is 
concerned. Mr. Geer look« forward to 
one of the most productive seasons in 
the fruit line that this valley has ever 
known.

Resigns From Fair Board.
Salem—G. A. Westgate, of Albany, 

has tendered to the governor his resig­
nation as a memlter of the state fair 
board. No reason was given for the 
resignation. The resignation of West- 
gate makes the fourth change in the 
personnel of the b<«rd in the last few 
months, and but one experienced mem­
ber remains.

Cattle Sold for Nome.
Echo— R. N. Stanfield has sold to 

Mr. Cox, agent for the Pacific told stor­
age company, of Tacoma, four carloads 
of his heaviest beef steers. These <».♦- 
tle will remain here until April 15 and 
are destined for Nome.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

H heat— Malla Walla, 75c; bluestem.
80c; valley, 81c.

Barley— Feed. $21022 perton,brew ­
ing, $22.50; rolled, $24025.

Flour— Valley, $3.9003.95 per bar­
rel; hard wheat straights, $404 .20;  
clears, $3 .8504; hard wheat patents, 
$4.4004.60; graham, $3 .5003.90; rye 
flour, $4.5004.90.

Oats— No 1 w hite , $ 1 .1 5 0 1 .2 0  grav, 
$1.1001.16 per cental.

Millstuffs— Bran, $18019 per ton; 
middlings, $24.50026; shorts, $190  
20; chop, $18; linseed, dairy food, $ 19.

Hay—Timothy. $15016 per ton; 
clover, $10011; grain, $11012; cheat, 
*11012.

\egetables— Turnips, 80c per sack; 
carrots, 80c; beets. $1; parsnips, $1; 
cabbage, 1 ^ 0 2 c ;  lettuce, head, 2 5 0  
4()c per doz; parsley, 25c; tomatoes, 

1.5001.75 per crate; cauliflower, 75c 
0$ 1  per doz; celery, 65080c; squash, 
2c per lb; cucumbers, $1 .750 2.25 per 
doz; asparagus, 1 2 ^ c; peas, 9c per ib; 
beans, 10c; onions, Yellow Danvers 
$202.50 per sack.

Honey— $30 3.50 per case.
Rota toe

corn in op, 60080c; new 
per lb; sweets, 5c per lb.

Fruits—Apples, fancy, Baldwins and 
Spitzenbergs, $1.5002.25 per box; 
choice, $101.50; cooking, 75c.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, lO ^c.
Butter—Sweet cream butter, 30c per 

1ft; fancy cre..mery, 250271*c; choice 
creamery, 23024c; dairy and store, 
nominal.

Butter Fat—Sweet cream, 28J$c; 
sour cream, 26 hie.

Poultry—Chickens, mixed, 12>s0  
13c per pound; springs, small, 16017c; 
hens, 13014c; turkevs, live, 15016c 
dressed, 180 20c; ¿eese, live. 8c; 
ducks, $ 8 0 9  per doz.

Cheese— Full cream, twins, 12013c; 
Young America, 14015c.

Beef—Dressed, 5 0 7 }4 c  j>er pound.
Mutton—Dressed, 6 0 7 c ; lambs, 8c.
Veal— Dressed, 708c.
Pork—Dressed, 707>£c.
Hope — Choice, 25c 

prime, 24c.
Wool — \  alley, 17018c; Eastern 

Oregon, 12015c; mohair, 32036c.

convention will expire mIm.ui InvernlxT 
27 next, unless replaced by another 
treaty by that «late. Umler its terms 
six months before the expiration of a 
period of ten years from Ifecember 27, 
1894, if either power lie disMttisfie«i 
with the tn«aty, it is required to de­
nounce it. This in the action which 
China has taken, in spite of the strong­
est efforts to the contrary on the part 
of the state department. Had the 
notice not l>een served, the treaty would 
have continued in force tor another 
term of ten years from I>ecemher 27, 
19U4.

The department pointed out to the 
Pekin authorities through Mr ( ’onger 
that it was very probable that, so far 
from (lettering the conditions relating 
to the admission of Chinese into the 
United States, any new treaty would 
y l  of approval by the senate. The 

(n ines« would thus be exposed, in the 
absence of the sheltering treaty, to the 
full rigor of the Geary and Heins law, 
and the exclusion would lie much more 
complete than at present.

However, the treaty having been de­
nounced, there is nothing to do but to 
proceed with a formulation of a new 
treaty, which has already been initiat­
ed in a way, although with little hope 
of senatorial approval.

MBADQUARTFR5 AT PANAMA.

in

Canal Comml«aion Settle* Two Import 
ant Point«.

Waahington, March 26,—Two im 
jxirtant point* have been developed 
connection with the work ot the iath-
mian canal commianion. One ia that 
the headquarter» of the commireion 
probably will be on the Isthmus of 
Panama in»tead of at Washington, 
although an office will probably be 
maintaine«! here. The other point is 
that a part of the time of at least five 
of the commiNHioners will be devoted to 
their private interest».

Admiral Walker, the chairman ot 
the commission, and General Davia, the 
army member of the Iwxly, will devote 
their entire time to the canal work.

Tx-gisiation now pending before con- 
greea provides for the appointment of a 
governor of the American zone on the 
isthmus. If it should be enacted into 

.. zi»*. . 1  ,aw* *8 quite probable that the nrejji.
, « o P  \  J '‘iVi*1’ d**nt "'Uy <l“Hignatx- General Davis a«

poiaujes, , the governor of tiie canal strip.

Fear Siege by Jap«.
Vladivostok, March 26.— While the 

situation here remains quiet it is not 
expected that Vladivostok w ill continue 
to be much longer free fr«»m the vigor­
ous operations of the Japanese. In an­
ticipation of the appearance of the en­
emy, and of a possible siege, a ladies' 
circle has been forme«!, which sits six 
hours daily at the ministry of marine, 
preparing bandages of linen for sick sol­
diers and sailors. Most of the women 
in Vladivostok belong to this circle, 
including the representatives of the 
aristocracy.

per pound

American Consul doing to Pest.
ixmdon, March 26.— A correspondent 

of the Times at Shanghai says United 
States Consul Davidson will start for 
his post at Antung next week, and that 
he has arranged with the Japanese 
naval authorities to assist his vessel to 
reach its destination

M E. BULKS, ft. U. OI IVU K. BUUK», M l>. 

PhV»lcMn» and Suruton»
Hpe«'l*l «(totiiluti g I van h» «llaeaaaa uf women 

Ultlct'*, drat door south of tVoMrru Huivi 

W a m o , .  .  Ukkoon

HR. J. KDGINGTON

Pbvildan and Suratoa

Offli'« (at door weal of N ew * oftlea W’aaro, Ore

JOHN MI R SlM .l R

Drayman and (jtp rrttm aa
All kind* of freight and express delivered *1 

•o y  tints. Your patronage *oll«'lle«l.
All hind« of » dim!  fu r  a a le  

^AXXr, • UKBMON

( '  J. BRIGHT

Jiff orme y at ü w
W ill practice In any court of the state All 
buslneae le ft With me w ill receive prompt end 
careful a ttention .

Office over Krauae’a herneaa ahop
"  • • • ‘Okumiw

I W. ALLEN

Hltorsfy at Caw and notary Public
OfOca one «lo«tr north of booth building  

up atelra

Wasco, Ok ruota

W. M. BARNETT,BANKER.
Transact» a General 

‘Business.
Banking

Collection» Made, S ii l i t  E xchange  
Sole* at the Different Cotnmerolai 

Points.
Office Hours from

9 A. M. — to — 4 P. M.
Wasco, O tegon.

Buy an organ at the News office.

THE WESTERN HOTEL.
D. L. ADAMS, Proprietor.

B e s t  S a m p le  r o o m  in  t h e  c i t y  f o r  C o m ­
m e r c i a l  M e n .

COR. C L A R K  A N D  S E C O N D  S T R E E T S .  - -  W A S C O  O R E

STOP
W hereallthe TRAINS, Tourists, 
amJ everybtsly el»« stop s------at Him

Drummers, Farmers, Marchants, Miners

UMATILLA HOUSE
Hinnott «tt Fish, I’rop js., The D alles, Ore.

HOTEL >  RATES >  To >  SUIT >  THE >  TIMES
S A M P L E  R O O M S  IN  C O N N E C T IO N

MAIN OFFICER— Of the U. P. K R., <> R. .„ff N. an<1 W 
K ta g s /in«.* °  lh * i>uiur’ T'Vgh '  ° * k D rove, B skeuven and U T. Co’«. 

G old en d ale

HEAIRCJ KRAUSE
H a r n e s s  M a k e r  a n d  S a d d le r

.  - J ' T  ’  con!I,1,ete s‘°ck harness, buKgy harness
saddles, bridles, halters, bits, spurs, sweat pads, rings, whips 
curry combs and brushes, robes, gloves, etc.
Oppoeite Dingle'« Blackaunth Shop *r a ace, Oregoa.

THE WASCO LIVERY & FEED STABLE
U Replete W ithG O O D  RIGS A N D  T E A M S

T t a m j  left in m y care w ill receive every attention 
posxibie. A lio  heavy team ing done >  >

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

L-K-J-UM SDEN Proprietor.

HO! FOR ST. LOUIS AND THE WORLD’S FAIR!
WILL YOU BE THERE?

S C E  N at“ri’* Art Gallery of the Rockie» in addition to the 
tractions at St. Louis. This can only fcc done by going

returning via the *’SCENIC LINE OF TH E WORLD?*

uNRIVALED SCENIC ATTRACTIONS. 
NEQUALLEI) DINING CAR SERVICE  
NSURPASSED IN EFFORTS TO PLEASE

at-
or

Write for Illustrated Booklet of Colorado’s Famous Sights and Resorts

W« O« M c B R ID E ,  G e n e r a l  A g e n t  

1 2 4  T h ird  S t r e e t  PORTLAND, OREOOH
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