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w a n t  fir st  t ip . OWNERSHIP IN D O M I .

Landgrabhers Heretofore Have Had Ad 
vantage of Leak.

Salem—“ Give the state the first t ip ’ 
was one request the state land board 
made of the departm ent of the interior 
through Gifford Pinehot and F. H 
Newell, when they consulted at Port­
land a few days ago.

As representatives of the president 
Messrs. P inehot and Newell asked the 
members of the state land board to 
meet them  and express their opinion 
regarding local land m atters in Oregon. 
Among other things the members of 
the board explained the m anner in 
which speculators have gobbled up 
state lands in Oregon in advance of the 
creation of reserves. The state wants 
a chance to keep these lands.

In almost every instauce in which 
the departm ent of the in terior has 
w ithdraw n land from entry for the pur 
pose of making a foiest reserve, it has 
been found th a t some private cap ita l­
ists had in some way secured inform a­
tion as to w hat would he done, and then 
bought up the state land at $1.26 per 
acre. As soon as a reserve had been 
created the land became worth $4 to 
$5 an acre as base for the selection of 
lieu land.

The members of the board explained 
to the representatives of the Federal 
government th a t if a forest reserve is 
to be created, the state would lik* to 
be in formed as soon as any one else, so 
th a t the state land could also be w ith­
drawn, and the state profit by whatever 
rise there m ight be in the value of the 
land. The state does not ask to l>e in 
formed in advance of every one else as 
to what the departm ent intends to do, 
but the board wants to receive the first 
inform ation th a t is given out, at the 
same tim e th a t others receive it.

The conference between the state land 
board and Messrs. Pinehot and Newell 
was a very pleasant one and resulted in 
a le t te r  understanding between the rep­
resentatives of the state land and fed­
eral land departm ents. The men from 
W ashington learned more regarding 
the needs and wishes of the state, and 
the Oregon au thorities gained informa 
tion concerning the plans and purposes 
of the government.

There were m utual assurances of co­
operation in land m atters w ith a view 
to  the accom plishm ent of the best re­
m its .

John Day Property Claimed Both as 
Mineral and Timber Land.

J°h n  Day— F. Knapp, a wealthy 
lum berm an of the firm of Knapp A 
Brewer, is in town making an attem pt 
to settle the question of ownership of 
several claim s in the Black Butte group 
of mines, lie  has held a conference 
with the manager of the mine, Ed C. 
Allen, of Portland, hut no settlem ent 
has so far been reached.

The land in question is just outside 
of the forest reserve lines, 16 miles 
north of John Day, and has l>een hel6 
partly as quarts and partly  as placer 
m ining ground, for a num ber of years. 
The upper workings of the main lead 
were worked out a few years ago, but 
the ground was patenteil. The outside 
claim s were represented in yearly as­
sessment work by the group system of 
development, and as some of them 
were heavily tim bered, they were 
scripped by the Knapp A Brewer com­
pany under the direction of Cruiser 
Johnson.

N otw ithstanding the fact th a t many 
thousands of quarts and placer gold 
have been taken from these claims, Mr. 
Allen says that an affidavit of their 
non m ineral character was mads when 
scrip was placed on the land.

A numt>er of wealthy Pendleton cap­
italists are stockholders in the m ining 
company, and it is understood th a t 
I. nited States D istrict Attorney Hall is 
investigating the m atter. Work on 
the property will be actively resumed 
should the com pany’s title  be confirmed.

W ant a Parcels Post Law.
Oregon C ity—The quarterly  meeting 

of the Clackamas county Pomona 
grange was held at Oswego last week. 
There was an attendance of 160 mem­
bers, and there were 20 in itiations.
’ officers elected tor the ensuing year 
were installed, the ceremony being con­
ducted by Mrs. N iblin, of Evening Star 
grange, of M ultnomah county. Resolu­
tions addressed to the s ta te ’s represen­
tatives in congress were adopted asking 
for the passage of the parcels post law 
and also for the creation of ¡wistal 
notes.

REFORM »OR RUSSIAN PEASANTS.

Lear lakes  a Step That Is Round About 
W ith Restrictions.

St. Petersburg, Jan . 20.— M inister of 
the Interior 1‘tehve has completed the 
draft of the peasant code, or scheme, 
for the |H‘aaant reforms ordered in tin» 
esar’s recent manifesto, and it will 
probably la» sent to the local com m it­
tees throughout the em pire w ithin a 
few days.

Members of the nobility in each 
province and d istric t w ill be allowed to 
elect representatives on these com m it­
tees, hut the Zemstvos (elective provin­
cial assemblies, cotti|>oeed of landed 
proprietors and representatives of the 
artisan and (aiasants) w ill la« appointed 
by the governors.

The committees w ill la» allowed free­
dom to discuss the project and propose 
any changes therein, except on three 
jannts, which the emperor has reserved 
from discussion. Namely: That the 
peasant class must remain entirely sep­
arate, legally, from the other classes; 
that the commune is to remain un­
touched by legislation, and th a t the 
l>ensant lauds are to remain inalien­
able.

These points stam p the forthcoming 
legislation as conservative in the main, 
hut the present chaos is so great and so 
much room is left for the arb itra ry  
conduct of the police ami the local rep» 
respntatives of the m inistry of the in- 
terior, as well as of the peasant courts 
and adm inistrative m achinery and 
their commune town meetings that the 
liberals declare any codification would 
be in the liue of progress.

The m inisterial project proposes to 
retain the system of corporal punish­
ment, hut the em peror did not include 
this among the m atters not subject to 
change. The enqieror regards the 
preservation of the |ieasant class, the 
retention of the economic commune amt 
the inalienability  of peasant lands as 
necessary for the protection of the ¡teas- j 
ants from exploitation.
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Beet Lands Near Echo.
Echo—Three representatives of the 

Amalgamated sugar company were here 
last week and inspected the land ad 
jacent to th is  place to see if it was 
suitable for the culture of sugar beets. 
They were more than satisfied with the 
prospects, and l>efore leaving town ar 
ranged for a mass meeting of farmers 
to  be held here a t 2 P . M., Saturday 
January  23. They will endeavor to 
get the farmers each to put in a small 
crop, and where satisfactory term s can 
l>e arranged the  company will lease 
land to p lan t to beets.

Big Floor Order.
Id» Grande— A shipm ent of 10 cars of 

flour has just lieen made from the flour 
m ills of I4» Grande and Island City to 
Tacoma, from whence they will be sent 
to Japan. This is only a small portion 
0/ the order received and before the 
order is completed fully 100 cars will 
be shipped.

Penitentiary R ile  Up Feat.
Salem—The report of Superintendent 

C. W. Jam es, of the Oregon peniten­
tiary , for the quarter ending December 
31, shows an increase in the num ber of 
prisoners from 28« to 311. There were 
received during the quarter, «3; d is­
charged, 3«; transferred to the asv- 
lnm, 2.

Qivcs Names of State Officers.
Salem— Secretary of State Dunbar 

has recently compiled and had pub­
lished a small pam phlet en titled : 
“ Official Directory, State of Oregon.’’ 
I t  contains the names of all state 
officers, members of state boards, com­
missioners, officers of state institu tions, 
and schools, and also a list of all 
county officers. Many requests are re­
ceived for inform ation such as is given 
in this pam phlet and by means of it 
the secretary of state can prom ptly 
answer all such requests.

Codgers Killing Cattle.
Eugene— Farm ers in the vicinity of 

Lorane are annoyed mors than  usual 
th is winter by cougars, and a number 
of instances have been reported where 
stock has been killed by them . The 
anim als are very sly and can rarely l>e 
seen, but frequently they are heaid  in 
the evening very near the settlem ents. 
I>ast week Dr. Petrie went out from 
Cottage Grove w ith his hounds and 
succeeded in killing one very fine 
specimen. There have been several 
chaseB w ithout results.

Noticeable Increase In Fees.
Corvallis— A considerable increase in 

revenue will result from the new law 
affecting the fees in the county re­
corder’s office. The office in Benton 
carries a salary of $1,000, and last 
year the fees aggregated $1,014. A 
mortgage filed the other day cost $3.50 
th a t under the old law would havp cost 
but $1.70. For another the fee was 
$3.25, instead of $1.60. I t  is esti­
mated th a t the increase of fees will

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat— Walla W alla, 73<«74< 
stem , 79(880c; valley, 78(380c.

Barley— freed, $20 per ton; brewing, 
$20(820.50; rolled, $21.

Flour—Valley, $3.75(83.85 per bar 
rel; hard wheat straights, $3.90(34.1$; 
clears, $3.55*83.75; hard wheat pat 
ents, $4 .2004.50; graham , $3.75; 
whole wheat, $4; rye flour, $4.50(8 

75.
Oats— No. 1 white, $1 .07^@ 1.10; 

gray, $1.05@ 1.07# p e rcen ta l.
Millstuffs— Bran, $17.50(8 18 ;>er ton ; 

m iddlings, $26; shorts, $19(819.50; 
chop, $18; linseed, dairy food, $1«.

Hay—Tim othy, $17 per ton ; clover, 
$13j grain, $13; cheat, $13.

N egetahles— Turnips, 66c per sack; 
carrots, 75c; beets, 90c; parsnips, 85c 
O i l ; cabbage, l< 3 l^ c ;  red cabbage, 
l ^ c ;  parsley, per dozen, 25c; tom a­
toes, $1 .5002 per cra te ; can 1 ¡flower, 
75c@$l per dozen; beans, 12c; celery, 
75c per dozen; pum pkins, 1c per 
pound.

Potatoes— francy, 75<®80c per sack; 
common, 50<®60c; sweets, 23ic in 
sacks; 2)£c in crates.

Onions— Yellow Danvers, $1(81.10 
per sack; Fannos, $ 1 .10@l.15b

Honey—$303 .50  per case, 
frruits— Apples, fancy Baldwins and 

Spitzifnbergs, $1.50 per box; cooking, 
75cO $l; pears,. $101 .50  per box; 
grapes, $1.50.

B utter—Fancy cream ery, 27J£(830c; 
dairy, 20@22>$c; store, 12>4@14c per 
ponnd.

blu«

Japanese Demands Cannat Re Granted 
by Russia.

St. Petersburg, Jan . 20 —The Asso­
ciated Press correspondent on high 
au thority , is able to give the following 
as the present status of negotiations be­
tween Russia and Japan :

Russia recognizes Jap an 's  predomi­
nance in Corea and Ja;»an recoguisea 
Russia's special position in M anchuria. 
There are two main questions still 
a t issue, the Russian demand for a 
neutral zone upon the Corean side of 
the N alu river, which Japan met with 
a proposal for a sim ilar neutral strip  
on the M anchurian side. Japan al»> 
asks for certain guarantees covering 
M anchuria, which Russia has thus far 
declined to grant. I t  is pointed ont, 
however, that the assurance given a few 
days ago by Russia regarding open 
ports in M anchuria and respect for ' 
treaty rights is a concession on th is 1 
point.

That the two countries are not so far 
apart may be fairly inferred from the 
following statem ent made by Mr. Kur- 
ino, the Japanese m inister to the Asso­
ciated Press correspondent :

“ War now would only lie disastrous 
to both countries. Owing to the geo­
graphical situation, an armed conflict 
would result in a great drain  on the 
men and treasury of both Japan and 
Russia, w ithout being decisive. Be­
sides, I believe it would not l>e worth 
while to go to war on the questions 
still in d ispu te.”

NOT A JUNKETINQ TRIP.

Senatorial Subcommittee Had Light Ex­
penses In Honolulu Inspection.

W ashington, Jan . 20.— Accounts ren­
dered to the senate by Senator Mitchell 
show th a t the sulxyjmmittee which vis­
ited Hawaii in the sum m er of 1902 ex- 
pended only $3,039 in gathering and 
form ulating data and inform ation for 
the benefit of the senate.

T his would scarcely justify  the as­
sertion th a t the trip  of the subcommit­
tee on territories was a “ ju n k e t,”  for, 
considering the distance traveled and 
the am ount of information collected, it 
is, w ithout a doubt, one of the cheap­
est investigations ever conducted by a 
subcommittee from congress.

But of the total am ount $540 was 
paid out as steam ship fare for the mem­
bers of the party from San Francisco to 
Honolulu and return , and $1,026 was 
disposed of in settling the hotel account 
at Honolulu.

Cheese— Full cream, twins, 14015c;
-----------  Young America, 15016c.

make the office pay a net profit of $5QjO |  Poultry—Chickens, mixed, 110 11 
to $1,000 per year. per pound; springs, sm all, IROM c;

hens, 11012; turkeys, live, 1 7 0 18c;Work «n State Printer's Office.
Salem— State P rin ter W hitney has 

ju st completed the task of netting up 
and running off 1,500 copies of the gen­
eral laws, as enacted by the special 
session of the legislature. The book is 
composed of only 50 pages. He is 
now ready to go to work on the special 
laws, which will make about 200 pages. 
The journals of the two branches of the 
session will not be ready for the prin ter 
for about two m onths.

dressed, 20c; ducks, $7(87.50 per doz­
en; geese, live, 8c per pound.

Eggs— Oregon ranch, 26J£@27c per 
dozen; Eastern, 22$$23c.

Hops—Choice, 26<827c per pound; 
prim e, 25; medium, 22c.

Wool— Valley, 17(318c; Eastern Ore­
gon, 12(815c; m ohair, 32@35c. 

lieef— Dressed, 6@7J<c per pouml. 
M utton— Dresswl, 6(87c; lambs, 7)4c. 
Veal—Dressed, 7(89c.
Pork— Dressed, 6@ 6X c.

Mother of Captain Hobson.
Boulder, Colo., J an . 20.—The m oth­

er of Captain Richmond P . Hobson 
'lied a t the home of Shirley Davis to­
day after a long illness. H er son was 
w ith her when she die<l and will leave 
with the remains tomorrow for G reens­
boro, Ala., where they will be interred. 
Sarah Croon Pearson was born a t  R ich­
mond H ill, N. C., February 24, 1843, 
and for the past 20 years she had lxjen 
a sufferer from dyspepsia. She came 
to Boulder last summer and has since 
remained here on account of the benefit 
to her health .

Turks Massing Troops.
Salonica, European Turkey, Jan . 20. 

— An im portant concentration of T urk­
ish troops has begun a t  Kumanova, on 
the road leading to the Bulgarian 
frontier.

U here all the TRAIN’S, Tourists, Drummers, Farm ers, M erchants, M iners 
and everylxxly else stops----- ut the

UMATILLA HOUSE
Si'nnott A Fish, Propus., The Dalles, Ore.

HOTEL j» RATES >  To >  SUIT > THE >  TIMES
S A M P L E  R O O M S  IN  C O N N E C T IO N

MAIN OFFICES— Of the U. P. R R , O R. .„ .j  5  an<1 W V T Co., 
K tige L?nes.° 1 ‘e D,‘ Ur' Tygh ' ailey’ ° ak Grov®» Bakeoven and Goldendale

HE/NHCJ KRAUSE
H a rn e s s  M a k e r and  S a d d le r

K eeps a com plete stock of team  harness, buggy h a rn e ss  
saddles, bridles, ha lters , bits, spu rs , sw eat pads, rin g s , w hips
cu rry  coiubs and b rushes, robes, gloves etc.
Opposite Dingle’s Blacksmith «hop ’ ’ Wa#c<b o

THE WASCO LIVERY & FEED STABLE
Is R ep le te  W ith

GOOD RIGS AND TEAMS
T e a m s  left in m y  care w ill receive e v e r y  a tte n tio n  
possib le. A lso  h e a v y  te a m in g  done j*  >

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

J. K. LUMSDEN Proprietor.

SHERMAN COUNTY, OREGON,
Offers more inducements to the homesceker 

than any other county in this state. Its re­

sources are unlimited, comprising every branch 

of industry known in the Northwest. There 

is still plenty of available land to be had at 

prices far more reasonable than in some pf the 

older and more fully developed counties.

Send THE NEWS to your Eastern friends and
t « I I 1

let them know of the golden opportunities that 

await them in this land of plenty.
.• í . ‘-
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