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Voters Should Read Bill
and Learn for Themselves

In spite of the hysterical efforts to
make the electric industry “the goat”
of the present campaign, the electric
power companies are keeping en-
tirely out of all personal issues and
candidacies. This industry is being
unjustly abused and villified for
political purposes afd, naturally, they
resent such tactics, but believe that
the people will recognize that most of
this stuff is political bunk, perhaps
not now, but after the campaign is
over,

However, we are much concerned
over the injury threatening every-
body from the constitutional amend-
ment, designated in the Voter’s
Phamplet as the “Peoples Waticr and
Power Utility District Amendment.”
We realize that many votefs are
likely to overlook the certzin dangers
of debt and tax confiscation, if the
amendment should be ad.:-ted and
promoters should get to work 1o take
advantage of its provisions.

Stripped of political claims an
counter claims, put down in the cold
words of the “Grange” bill, voters
are asked to write into Oregon’s con-
stitution dangerous tax-breeding lia-
bilities for all the property of the
state to pay. There are arguments,
pro and con, in your Voters’ Phamp-
let which you can read if you wish.
But don’t fail to read the bill itself
before voting upon it Particularly
section 12 subdivisions (b) and (¢)
which authorizes the levying of taxes
without limit, as claimed by W. S.
U'ren father of the direct primary
and the initiative and referendum,
and grants the authority to issue, sell
and assume (bonds) of indebtedness.
This last subdivision grants authority
to assume the bonded indebtedness of
the plundered irrigation districts and
will in its final analysis put upon all
the taxable property of Oregon the
burden of paying to the irrigation
project millionaire promoters the face
value of these irrigation bonds which
were taken by them as high priced
“fees” for promoting these districts
when they knew it would be utterly
impossible to place these irrigation
districts upon a self supporting pro-
duction basis.

Apply Business Methods
to Unemployment Problem

A comprehensive system of unem-
ployment exchanges, organized both
geographically and industrially so
that every locality and every industry
pot only provides for its own workers
but is tied-in with others in some form
of a cooperative clearing house
system, is advoeated by Sam E.
Lewisohn, industrialist and philan-
thropist, in the Engineering and
Mining Journal. He says:

“1f a certain amount of job losing
is necessary, then the task of job
finding to balance it must be made as
simple as possible. One of the diffi-
culties of solving the unemployment
problem is the indifference of busi-
ness and industry.

“If all employers were to apply
those methods of management which
are already known and tested, the
amount of chronic unemployment
would be so reduced that the propor-
tion left to government treatment
would be comparatively unimportant.

“There is no panacea for unem-
ployment in any country or any
industry; there are remedies for each
individual case and most of these
remedies are within the power of
every employer to apply, alone, with-
out government aid, without tariffs,
without elections.”

Thirty Six Thousand Lives

The United States is on its way to-
ward establishing a new high record
for deaths due to the automobile, ac-
cording to a well known authority.
It is forecast that at the end of 1930
the total of casualties will be 36,000
——aseveral thousand more than were
killed last year, when the present
tragic. record was established.
Hundred of thousands of incompe-
still the modern “rules of the road.”
Hunderd of thousands of incompe-
tents are allowed full use of the public
highways. This last factor—that of
incompetence—is probably largely
responsible for our gigantic record
of fatalities. Only a few states have
laws reuiring strict examination of
applicants for drivers’ licenses. For-
tunately, there is a trend toward such
laws througout the nation a&nd ‘when
every state has and ¢nforces them at
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On Oregon Farms |

From College News Service, 0.8.A.C.
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Hillsboro—Acreage of Austrian
winter field peas in Washington coun-
ty will be increased this year from
150 acres to approximately 1000
acres. Practically all of this will be
grown for seed on a contract“basis.
Arrangements have also been made
by County Agent W. F. Cyrus to try
out these peas as a silage crep on the
farm of J. A. Lindow.

lamath Falls—Potato shipments
from Klamath county this fall are
expected to be far greater than any
previous year, reports County Agent
3. A. Henderson. Shipments started
early in Septemiber -and reached 10
or 12 cars a day during the latter part
of the month. Five additional ware-
house storage plants with capacities
of 50 cars each, are under construc-
tion, and a number of farm storage
tvellars are being completed. The
tubers are of good guality and a lit-
tle larger than usual.

Enterprise—The average produc-
tion of the Wallowa County Dairy
Improvement association herds .this

scconding to the

The Sherman Colxhty Observer,  Moro, Oregon,

year was 331 pounds of butter fat,
annual association
report compiled by County Agent

N. C, Donaldson. This was 19 ]I)Illdl;

!more than last year and 45 pounds present political campaign for public |fight to the last ditch against govern-
imore than the year before when the N

association was formed. Nine cows
averaged more than 500 pounds'of
fat for the year. Figures showed that
one herd. owner has increased his
production 88 pounds per cow during
the three years the association has
been in operation.

Eugene—RBecause of the relatively
high price of prepared dairy feeds,
Lane county dairymen are feeding
considerably more home grown feed
than usual. With the assistance of
the county agent, balanced rations
are being worked out ‘containing
maximum amounts of feeds produced
in the county.

Canadian Wheat Pools

The total handling of grain through
Suskatshewan pool elevators up to
September 1st this year amounted to
3,954,776 bushels, as compared to

12,470,065 bushels at the same date a
|year ago. There the now 1,034 ele-

vators under pool control in that

province.
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Tt is 8afe to say that government
\ ownership of the electric industry is
There is a great deal more to the|favored by many citizens who would

]

ownership of electric power in Ore-|ment ownership of their own busi-
gon and Washington than whether or |nesses. It is a telling commentary on
not these states or a few towns shall | the attitude of our “partial socialists”
build and operate electric plants. 'I'helthat they always advocate socializa-
whole econoemic and industrial future | tion of someone else’s source of live-
is involved. |lihood and never their qwn. They
It is an Awiom that if .Government fail to realize that if politicians get
once gets its grip on one major busi- control of one industry, they will in-
ness, it is never satisfied until it con- evitably extend ‘their power to
trols other great business. Oregon |otheTrs:
and Washington would be no excep-| At present the northwest, in com-
tion to the general rule. |pany with the rest of the nation, is
|facing a business depression, one of
lon & incasiié to ferm local power!whoae primary results has been an

boards or districts with the authority'}mdemplﬁybmenth — To discourage
not only to compete with existing industry by threatening government

power companies but to acquire their :Om.pet'twn(’i \;;ould rurthe'r_ depress
properties and build plants which usiness and throw more citizens out

Next November the people will vote

depend ‘on publigc_bond issues and in-
creased taxes which are the inevita-
ble result of establishing tax-exempt |
government or municipally owned !
and  politically operated business en- !
terprises.
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A Small Item

H sources
Total ’ .3 I8.TOLME
New force to the statement that »a M
ex

_guoline is the ‘““cheapest commodity”

is given by statistics recently issued Com 166.908.10

by T:R.Agg and H. S. Carter of Ohio T and’fees pald '
BT

State College. They estimate that  Amough of "all oifier’ &- -
out of every dollar spent for operat-

would sell power far boyond the boun- {°f WOTk: a8 it has already done in
daries of the local tax district which, several specific cases.

in case of losses, could be obligated Th.e resl}lt of next Noyember'l
to make up the deficits for their own election will be watched by investors
electric service and also for service throughout the United States. It will
sold to customers outside the mx-determine whether or not local and

district obligated to pay for the pub- outside capital will continue to flow
lic owned plants. |unrestricted into Oregon and Wash-

ington industries which employ a

Private electric power development myltitude of workers at good wages
would cease, for investors would not and pay millions of dollars ifrtaxes
purchase securities in companies jnto the public treasury, or whether
menaced by ‘political tax-free com- the development of these states will

[1913.

IBuuinen Men say: “Advertising Pays” ke, Geores

ing an automobile, 20 cents goes for Total exven@iglg----- § S
gasoline, three cents for oil, 27 cents Value ot roal Syieie owned
for maintenance, 22 cents for depre- Ve wnhed (mar !.1“.5....“. .
ciation, 10 cents for tires and tubes, " 1n and -‘-' ,gimn
seven cents for garage rent, two cents iﬁ ‘;’P‘ﬁ‘ 9.150.65
for license and six cents for interest. ten rents dué wnd o
Actually, the motorist spends 1655 ol sdwtted assets. . TPTTRT
Total .. SLATE.C14.1¢
than '20 cents out of each dollar for ®roes ,w::ﬂ&,wm_ o
gasoline, as 10 to 33 per cent of his dc"&"iﬁ‘ih""'ﬁe’-" 83.192.07
gasoline bill goes to the state in taxes. g ’ﬁ ....... ‘.'::; 190,631.99
Those who complain about the “high a.cg' '.4‘. - g
¢ o er Nabilities and {axes .ﬁ.
cost of gasoline’’ should know that it ﬂ-&" Goenses Pl e000.00

———

is one of the few major commodities'
we use that costs less than it did in
If this saving to the motorist
is offset by excessive gasoline taxes,
as is the case in many states, that
issue is up to the public.

Total ligbilit exclu-

"éh“ stock,  g17.815.65
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“An Impossible Promise”

Says a leading Seattle newspaper in refer-
ring to current propaganda for so-called
“public ownership ”” and to the promise of
many a candidate. now seeking political
office. It gives this warning to the people

7

“ His program restates the promise that has been
made in many other campaigns and in many parts
of the country. He promises a vast public power
and electrical development ‘without cost to the tax-

payers,’

VY Thuu a promise that has never yet been fulfilled.
Wherever the people have been beguiled into per-
mitting the experiment it has proved a failure and a
disappointment, and has imposed heavy additional

burdens upon the taxpayers.

It is a promise that

only the fanatical few nowadays venture to voice
anywhere within hailing distance of a city or a sec-

tion wherein the experiment has been tried.

“ Nothing of the kind can be done without cost to
the taxpayers. Bonds may be sold and debt incurred
to get such a development under way, and for a time
everything may seem to be moving serenely. But the
day of reckoning comes around and the sad results
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Heed this Warmng Against Confiscatory Debts and Taxes
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Against
Power Districts Amendment

“You Can’t Get Something for Nothing ”

are apparent both in the evidences of waste and mis-

management, and still mo

re palpable in the recurrent

upward leaps and bounds of the general tax rate.

“ The people of Oregon have only to cast their eyes

in the direction of Seattle

and Tacoma to learn much

on this score; they have

only to cock their ears to

catch the loud complaint that arises against these two

cities from all the rest of the State of Washington.

Seattle and Tacoma launched heavily upon power
development schemes to be perfected ‘ without cost

to the taxpayers.’

The tax rate in Tacoma has gone

up to 81 mills, the highest in the whole Northwest,
the Seatlle rate of 76.85 mills claims second place.

. 1aX

Portland,

Rates 1929

| Tacoma. 81.89 mills
" Seattle, 76.85 mills

48.60 mills

Whole Staté Suffers Tax Losses

“Existing publicly owned utili-

ties of King and

Pierce counties

have increased taxes-in every
other city and community in the
State of Washington.”—Tax-

payers’ Econom
Spokane.

y League of

PEOPLE OF OREGON....

by ‘Voting 325 X NO!
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A Neighbor's Warning

¢
‘“ Both Seattle and Tacoma have stripped the tax

rolls of millions of dollars worth ef taxable property
for their power projects. They have taken this prop-
erty not only within their own corporate limits and
the limits of the counties in which they are lecated,
but they have invaded numerous other counties and
helped themselves freely. All this has added im-
measurably to the taxes of property remaining on
the rolls. That is why the rest of this state so bitterly
complains and so earnestly demands that these city
utility projects be compelled to resume a share of
the tax load. Should that be done, the city taxpayers
again must suffery by increase in the direct tax levy,

by increase in utility rates, or by both.

“Seattle and Tacoma have gained nothing by these
ventures. On the contrary they have lost much and
stand to lose still more. The people of Oregon will

be well advised to turn away fm;'n the foolish thlought

of getting something for nothing. On a state wide

scale, as promised in Oregon and as proposed in the
so-called ‘ district power bill’ initiated for vote in
Washington, the result would be so much more
disastrous. ”

Editorial, Seattle Sunday Times, Aug. 31, 1930.
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Against Power Districts Constitutional Amendment .
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