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F“'l‘ of Sherman County Would Realise Better

| The fd;owhz article, prin
| the Commereial Review of Portland
WURANCH . last week, is part of a speech given
| by H. A3 w'fsm-ntmuﬁnc
Pacifie Northwest
Dealers association at Lewiston. Mr.
' Martin is manager of the grain de-
partment of the exporting firm of
Kerr, Gifford & Co.,
speech contains information that al
wheat growers ghould know and be
' sause of that fact is published by the
Sherman Cognty Observer for the
benefit of its readers.

White wheats of Pacific northwest
have always been in demand through
Very seldom ha:
a surplus of white
The growing tendency of the
farmers in this territory to grow rec
wheats for which
_ mand is not only discouraging to the
exporters, but to their foreign cus
Ltomers.
forced far out of line and importer:
of Europe have been forced to tarn
to other sections of the world to se
cure their requircments that
pare as favorably
the white wheat of this section.

out. -the world,
this section had

Japan Turns to White Wheat
The significent
Japan was turning more and more to
white wheats when that country for
merly took red, means that in time
red wheat from an export standpoint
will- be practieally extinet.
then, will the farmer sell his heavy-
yielding red wheats?
eties, too much of a tendency to turn
toward heavy-yielding varieties, will
eventually destroy prices in this sec
uon.

The grain dealers are in a position
farmer customexs
There can be mo surplus of egport
white wheats with Japan turning to

The Oriental market
While conditions, tem

porarily, may werk against this mar-
ket, eventually the Oriental markel
will be the best for Pacific northwesi
wheat and flour,
- vate this market properly, the far

thege varieties.
is unlimited.

Prices by Growing White Wheat
for Export Trade
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ners shoud be advised to rajse fhe
white wheats which are in demand
by the exporters of the Pacific north-
‘vest.

I am debtor to many for facts con-
tained in this discussion. Items of
history, and other facts that have
‘een obtained from trade journals,
gricultural college bulletins, the
'ortland Merchants’ Exchange, fed-
ral grain supervision, United States
epartment of agriculture, amd the
ureau of crop estimates.

What Fhave to say does not in any
ay reflect the opinion of the com-
,any with which I am associated, as
he subject was not discussed, nor
oes it have any selfish motive, but
t is the result of experience in grain
xporting, careful study and exten
ive investigation.

‘irst Wheat Exported from Oregen

It has been a long time since
\pril 24, 1869, when Joseph Watt,
he Yamhill county farmer, floated a
mall parcel of wheat on a flat boat
iown the Yamhill and Willamette
ivers to Portland, where it was
oaded on a crude sailing craft, float-
d out of the Calumbia river, and
ailed around Cape Horn to London.

It also has been some time since
893, when there slid from the ways
it Leith, Scotland, a four-mast bark,
he finest of her day and class, which
vas christened Royal Fourth. and
wxhich, on her maiden trip, sailed for
he Pacific coast of the United States
or a cargo of wheats —When this
argo ol 5000 tons—which -was the
argest single shipment that had been

made from this territory up to that
time—sailed for Europe it marked

ot only a new era in wheat export-
ng from this part of the ceuntry,

but also the beginning of the career

f one of the well-known wheat ex-
jorters of the Pacific coast.

anama Canal Opens Wheat Markets

Since the completion of the Pana-
na Canal, the Pacific northwest has
ittained the position of one of the
eading wheat exporting districts of
he Unjted States. There is certainly
. wide contrast from the 36,943-
yjushel shipment made by Joseph

Watt on the bark Helen Anger, to

wur modern steamers and motorships
uch as the Isis which carriesd07,649
yushels, the Orca, which carried 444,-
)70 bushels, the Friesland, which car-
-jed 504,617 bushels, the Tjibesar,
vith her cargo of 432,868 bushels,
he ‘Maunlani, which carried 440,000

sushels, Thus we have the history

f grain exporting from the Pacific
.oast from the standpoint of the

carriers,

World Market Compared

The wheat market of the world has

been compared to a large reservoir
.nto which large streams flow and
from which an equal volume flows
through many smaller streams. The
outflow through these many smaller
streams is comparatively constant
throughout the crop year, as con-
sumption goes on with fairly uniform
regularity. The inflow varies with
the size of the crops harvested in the
different parts of the wheat produc-
ing world. From June to October the
United States supplies about b5 per

.ent, Canada 20 per cent, and the re-

maining 26 per cent comes from the
southern hemisphere. From October

to March the stream from the United
States drops to 35 _per cent, Canada
inereases her contribution to 37 per
cent, the remaining 28 per cent com-
ng from Australia and the Argentine.
During March, April, May and June
16 per cent comes from countries in
the southern hemisphere, 20 per cent
from Canada and about 356 per cent
from the United States.

Crops Accurately Forecast

Owing to our quick and modern
methods of collecting and dissemin-

[ ating information as to the crop con-

ditions and prospeects, the final pro-
Juction is so accurately forecast that
the ‘available and future supplies
from all parts of the world are so
well known to the wheat importers
4o consuming countries that wheat
grices from day to day in the world’s
markets closely reflect the changing
conditions. So long as the United
States raises more wheat than it
consumes, the final value will rest
on world and not local conditions,
therefore, pooling or so-called order-
ly marketing will have little, if any,
affect on the ultimate wheat prices,
for the reason that the existence of
all stocks are well known and that
they must eventually find their way
to the place where there is a con-

sumptive demand. Since wheat is a
world commodity, in the final analy-

sis the price will be governed by the
ratio of the world's supply to the
world’s demand. '

White Wheats in Demand

The larger portion of the wheat
grown in the Pacific northwest is ex-
ported as wheat and since the export
demand is for white wheas, it seems

for our producers to do would be to
grow this type of wheat, especially
since our white wheat has no compe-
tition in the world’s markets, as all
the soft white and western white
wheat, which reaches the export
trade, is grown in the states of Ore-
gon, Washington, Ildaho and Utah.
India “produces a white wheat very
similar to our wheat, but it is not
often that any of this wheat reaches
the export trade. It also is true that
Australia produces and exports a
white wheat, but this wheat is hard
white, similar to our Bluestem or
Baart, and is not so satisfacory for
blending purposes as our soft white
and western white. On the other
Kand, our red white is in direct com-
petition with the red wheat produced
in practically all of the exporting
countries of the world, the soft red
from the Atlantic coast, soft red
and hard winter from the Gulf, Mani-
tobas, hard red spring, from Canada,
the red wheat from the Argentine
Russia, Manchuria, Bulgaria, Rou-
mania, Greece and North Africa.

The demand for our wheat from the
British Isles is almost entirely for
soft white and western white, in
equal amounts. In other words, i
buying a cargo they usually insist
upon half of the cargo being western
white and half soft white, The Irish
and English millers will buy this
white wheat only on sample, with the
privilege of the Londen Corn trade
association arbitration and practieal-
ly every parcel or cargo of wheat
shipped to this market goes to arhi-
tration, for the reason that the buyer
has nothing to lose and may gain by
the arbitration.

Japan Changes to White Wheat

Japas formerly bought consider-
able red wheat from this- territory,
but recently the demand from Japan
has beem almost entirely for white
wheat, western white is preferred.
Just recently we had a representa-
tive of one of the largest mill'ng
companies of Japan on the coast col-
lecting samples of the different types
of soft white and western white
wheat. As a result of his investiga-
tions, we would not be surprised to
fiid the Japanese millers in the near
future insisting upon buying their
white wheat on variential types,
rather than on federal grades. We
are very much in favor of federal
grades and always sell on federal
grades, whenever it is at all possible
for us to do so. All of the wheat
that has been sold to Japan and
China recently has been sold on
federal grades, alse most all of the
wheat sold to the continent of Europe
is sold on federal grades.

Red Wheat Market Restricted

About the only market that we
have left for our red wheat is from
China, southern Europe and Mediter-
ranean ports, but China buys very
little wheat from the Pacific north-
west unless the price is very cheap
and southern Europe buys only when
their crops are short.

One of the greatest difficulties
formity in certain grades of wheat,
west has in assembling cargoes of
wheat for export is the lack in uni-
formity in certain grade of wheat,
such as western white, as there is a
wide difference in the general ap-
pearance and the size of the kernels,
the texture and the gluten content
of the different types of wheat, which
come under the grade classification
of western white. If in assembling a

Mixed Varieties Cause Discounts

shipment of western white for Japan

buyer would ask for an arbitration
and, in many cases, we have known

that the logical and sensible thing

you should happen to get a large por-
tion of 128 or 63 hybrid, the buyer
would complain about the wheat being
too hard and not suitable for his re-
quirements. On the other hand, in
assembling a shipment of western
white wheat for England or Ireland,
which had been sold on type and
subject to arbitration, if you should
happen to get a large portion of 128
or 63 hybrid in this shipment, the

where the arbitration has been de-
cided against the shipper and as
much as a cent and a half a bushel
allowance has been made because of
the "Pact that the arbitration board
decided that the kernels of the wheat
were too small’ If you should happen
to get in your shipment a large por-
tion of Jenkins club or other plump
wheat, the arbitration board would
likely decide that this shipment was
too plump and chalky and an award
would be made to the buyer on this
account. From this you can get
some idea of the difficulties of the
exporter in assembling his cargoes,
when he has so many types and
classes of wheat to contend with, to| Ottawa. Regords
say nothing of the large percentage| harvesting were kept

of smut and dockage. All export| ment of agrieuiture,

wheat sold for Europe or for the
British Tsles is on the Basis of out-
turn weights and ft happens practi-
cally always that these weights are
short of the shipping weights.

Old Type Wheats No Longer Grown

The old export types of the Pacific
coast, white walla and red walla had
become well and favorably known
in all the importing countries of the
world and our export trade has been
built up on these types of wheat.
Recently there has been a tendency
on thé part of the producers to
change the types of wheat grown in
this territory. Since the advent of
the hybrids and the new red wheats,
which have been developed inlthe
northwest the past few years, we
have had a very large increase in the
percentage of smut in our wheat and
in order {o get rid of the smut, many
of the producers have turned to
growing red wheats, which they have
been led to believe were. not so sus-
ceptible to smut. This we believe is
very questionahle, but we do know
that these red wheats are unsatis-
factory for the export trade.

Our old type red walla, which was
the fife and red Russian, grown so
extensively in the northwest for
many years, has disappeared almost

entirely from our markets, also the
familiar varieties of Jenkins clab, red
chaff club, little club and Salt Lake
club have not been grown so exten-
sively the past few years. Since
the export dmand is for these types

of wheat it is eur opinion that our
producers are making a very serious
mistake to change from these types
of wheat, and, in our judgment, the
dealers and mangers of farmers’
associations should take advantage
of every eopportunity to point out
these facts to their friends, Records
recently compiled at the terminal
markets show that there are 53 dif-
ferent varieties and types of wheat
that arrive at the terminal markets
in quantities of carloads; three vari-
eties of hard winter, 12 varieties of
soft red winter, five varieties of hard
red spring, 19 varieties of common
white, 12 varieties of western white,
and two varieties of durham. This
is what the exporters from the Paci-
fie- morthwiest” have to contend-with,
while the exporters from Canada
and the Argentine have anly one type
of wheat. Do you wonder that our
customers insist on buying on type,
rather than on grade.

Oregon Markets Eleven Varieties

When the’ federal grades became
effective, in 1917, Professor G. R.
Hyslop of the Oregon Agricultural
college, immediately realized the ne-
cessity of reducing the number of
varieties of wheat grown in the state
of Oregon to certain standards and
types. At that time an extensive
survey was made, which showed that
there were 63 different commercial
varieties grown in the state of Ore-
gon. After seven years of education
and demonstration throughout the
state, and careful attention given to
the selection of seed wheat, the vari-
eties of wheat grown in the state of
Oregon have been reduced from 63
to 11 and the wheat has become
thoroughly standardized; particular
types of wheat suited to the locality,
soil, and weather ecenditions have
been selected for the different parts
of the state and as a result the yield
has been greatly increased, the per-
centage of smut has been very ma®
terially reduced, and the percentage
of mixture, which at the beginning
of that period was one of the most
troublesome factors, has almost en-
tirely disappeared. 'What Professor
Hyslop, his assistants, and the ex-
periment stations have done in the
state of Oregon could be done in the
other states of the norhwest to the
very great advantage of both the pro-
ducers and the trade.

Our friends from Montana are
constantly boasting that “It's the
wheat,” but the wheat for the Pacific
northwest is soft white and western
white because of the fact that, om
the most part, our soil and climatie
conditons are not suited for the pro-
duction of hard red spring wheat
high in protein, but we have a wheat
which is unlike any other wheat in
the world and for which there is a
world demand, while the wheat so
highly praised by our friends from
Montana can be bought in nﬂttny
country.

New Wheat Record Slt

A. G. Walker, & Canadian '
living near Edmonton, has es
a new world’s record for wheat pro-
duction.. On a plot of three and a
half acres he threshed out 312
bushels of wheat, or an
94 bushels to the acre,
a bulletin_of the de
agriculture. + 3

Walker grew the wheat
merfallow dand. = He sowed
& heavy yielding variety di
the Dominion expegimental
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