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Biggs was the greenest-lpoking man
tlat ever faced old Bill Willinm . nnd
did not Ainch.  On the ocecasion when

he floated into the stuffy little I
station and draped his  spir
form across one end of Bil's
gentleman removed his vis-
re und snorted in his wrath.
vl who In Trophet may you be?”
d old Bill, his whiskers twitching

like an angry cat's.

Itiges smiled a cheruble smile and

| o up one of Bill's letters with a
il alr of Interest,

“You don't know me, grandpa?” he
rotiorhed guizzically, as If in doubt.
“I'it! I'ht! You—@arn you—who
v, nre you Blggs?' exploded the
wrathy BHL
“Diggs and me are the same gent,
sir responded the smiling  visitor.
Willinins surveyed the elongated fig
with contempt rampant on his fea-
tu
ell, vou are a looloo, ain't you?
| lont look able to sling hash—let
Ining. Know what you're
up aguainst, don't you?
“No, and what's more, I don't glve
a dang.”
“Well, my ducky—my little insult

to ecivilized society—youn are billed to
¢ that Clnnamen Creek trick, and

re not scalped by them blood-
week you

lungoes Inside of a

v your pay. You heap?”
n't at all hard of heariug, pa!”
<. Il Bigys.
Willlmiue grew red, then purple and

last he
and

looked about to explode. At
from the room
{ the door with a bang.
n mwonth Biggs had kept. strict
L o the golngs and comings of six
* ! tru®™is and six hundred I[tallans.
Ll:s ¢, a dismantled box ear, was
by oo eans prepossessing, but small
< were lost on Biggs.
of him stretched the huge pit,
to whose shifting depths loco-

dushied  flereely

s jerked long strings of flats,

. pussing beneath the magle of

a row of furlous steam shovels,
emerged freighted w!th sand. Two
bundicd yurds to the west was the
Clonam n trestle pd beyond that the
track melted away wupward townard

Peuk City, n dozen miles nas-the crow

fiics. up the shoulder of the divide,

Biggs regoridid!l the swairthy sons of
the South letrust, but he wus
too wise to tell them of the fact.

incident hud broken
sreifully, That war
when a and fervent reprl-
direct fiow u real roli-top desk,
the Willlams incl'ent, ar-
Biges sighed, folded the sheet
nently, and e It away In a secret
pocket aft Then he picked ap the
“Sleuth Library,” opened to the chapter
' leed T "o and got
to business
It was now the third duy that he
had abstructed the reprimand and
carefully pernsed 1ts contenta Biggs
was enjoyviug It to the full. He sat In
the ear, heels cocked up, holding the
missive at arm's length before his eyes,
I'en he gtarted up, listening. He
heard sonndd like the vigorous pufMing
of u locomotlive, but yet unlike it,
Dropplog ‘down from the ear, Biggs
el of nrd the trestle and presently
eht of an engine, three cars
driver ecalmly gettling
to work on a big pile as though

checrlul
his monotony 1

Une
len rrt hy
mand

and coverir

rived,.

Thickens”

steam

elainbering among the brace timbers of
the bridge.

“Chuck! Chuck!"

The ax, swung by fear-nerved arms,
ate into the wiry spruce.

The elghteen-hundred pound bam-
mer resting on Its crest was exerting
Its power. Biggs paused a brief Ib-
stant in suspense—then the ax circled
vicleusly and bit the wood.

“Orack-k!" Biggs shifted his foot
to the angle of a brace and swung a
last desperate stroke square at the
bending fiber. Then he leaped away
as plle and hammer plunged resistless-
ly down the clayey slope.

The next moment he was staring
+stiffly at the crumpled body of an Ital-
Ian lylng among the tools at the foot
of the derrick and he knew the reason
for the mutiny. .

Then he observed his box-car sta
tion slide by and awoke to reallzation
A faint roar from far up the mountaln
spurred him on and he rushed forward.

He was serambling over the coal
pile to the engine cab when he felt
the sudden Interruption In flight that
told of the application of alr brakes.
He glanced up and beheld a man han
dling the levers In the cab, not ten feet
distant.

“Open ‘er up! Let 'er out!” yelled
Biggs, exeltedly waving his arms to-
ward the moontain beliind,

“Guess not!  She's runuing away—
or wns!"

“Sixteen loose flat ears back of ns—
sixteen !" screnmed Blggs, as he slid
bodily into the ¢ab and struggled to his
Leeet,

“HeH !  ejnculated the stranger.
Then he pulled a lever way over,

“Wiho're you?" shouted Biggs.

“Goff, fireman, fresh-from the water
tonk !

His dripping garments corroborated
his stutement amply and forced a sile

to Blges' face,

Behind them the driver waved and
swung In snaky circles,

“We're doing all she'll stand!” the
fireman . ealled, !

“Guess we're tagged, all right!”

“What 7" .

“They're golng to catch us!”

“We'll win by about six car lengths!
lMoke the fire!” he called.

“Hurrah! Man at switch!” sghouted
the fireman an Instant Iater,

“That's BIll, bless his heart ™

“Homestretch ! called Goff, as he
threw down the showvel,

The roar of the two catapults was
now one thunderous roll. The tension
grew almost overpowering and the
men gripped thelr breath In expecta-
tion of a disastrous finish. .

Four—six—elght long seconds ticked
by and then the stiff figure of old Bill
Willinms flashed by. The fireman's
face broke Into a smile as he selzed the
lever.,

Slzz-zz! went the brakes on the huge
wheela and then, In A cloud of sand and
dust, the fast-flying flat cars careened
by—on the siding.

Another moment and the plle-up at
the bump end of the dead switch oe-
curred. Biggs and Goff dashed through
a hall of sand and brought the traln
to a standstill a bare hundred yards
beyond,

“U'ine man, BU1!" he remarked ear-
nestly, and the rectplent grunted with
grim pleasure.

Biggs was sent for and left on the
first train. Confronting the roll-top
lesk, he exhiblted the blisters on his
pulins, shook the sand from his shoes,
and stood up bravely under the friend-
ly pats from the rich and powerful.

Then they sent hiin back to the sand
pit—Jjust to get his grip.

BELLS MAKE SPLENDID MUSIC

Sweet Sounds Have Moved Many
Great Writers to Record Their
Tribute of Delight.

The lovely earillons of bells In Bel

glun towers have Inspired many a

poet, many an authpor. "Rosett], Stey-
enson, Thackeray, Thomas Hardy,
Victor Hugo, Longfellow, Macdonald,

Henry VanDyke and others have writ-
ten of the musie of the earlllon. The
5 hells In the tower of St. Rombhold
ut Mechlin, or Mallnes, which were
heard by Vietor Hugo In 1845, gave
birth to a poem which tradition ssys
he wrote with his ring upon the win
dow pune of a little inn In the middle
of the night. The theme Is a descrip

- I from falryinnd,

Biges recnlled wirlng down concern

» the condition of that east end, but
had never expected more than a visit

hirted Irlshman with
widlges. Here was a plle
blast,

b gus strolled back to his enr, sat
i nd resumed reading the thriller
o made stirring progress smd war
within a lap or two of the
h villain when a plercing yell

in the direction of the trestle,

1 dropped the book and leaped
door -
hed around the curve that
hid ir I view he saw a

u full

bloody-

fromn
ny crawling scrambling
trestle were the Itnllans,
with plck and
efforts to close the

il T il t Interv

or shovel
I rate
ned between them
nnd p of vien men in blue
1 " | ‘..j N ] . " '].

W . ot

v grasp the mweaniug

of it (I “ n«tinet turned him
Hlw I I for his instrument
He | oI in=ide the car and
r d for ¢ hey It someons

stabibed at the
HRurnu vy IXtens londed  fluts

bt « e from Peak Clty Dlgy
i il glanewd ot
v Tl hit The next he knew he
neing up tl track toward the desert
d Ariver train

“Fools ! Cownrds!

)] his wnteh
b WaSs
[}
&
knnves!" he
groaned,

With a fierce pound'ng at his neck

he mounted the locomotive at a bound
and glanced back ut the towering der

rick At gight of It eame hig Arst feel
ing of fear. If he only kuew how to
take It down, he thought! Then, With

a shiver of Intense pnguish, he saw
that the traln was_trapped by a half
driven pile!

With a ery that' was half'a whine he
seized ap ax that entered his range of

vixion and the pext Instant was blindly

w

g

tion of the wonderful earlllon music
| ut Malines. Another writer, Willlam
| Gorham Rice, who heard the great
l mster of bells, Josef Denyn, play ot
| the earillon of 8t, Rombold, has L’l\rllv
n splendid description of the effect of
thls music upon him. He says:

winter, after lcleles
have formed, there comes a thaw, and
one by one they tumble down gently a
first, then bolder In a8 mass they come
till, ke an avalanche,
down with a mighty roar. All of this
the music suggested. It was low, It
was loud, It was from one bell, it was
from chords of bells, it was majestic,
t war simple. And every note seemed
to fall from above, from such helghts
that the whole land heard Its beauty.”

“Sometimes In

they crash

Seven Wenders of the World.
Three lists are glven of seven won-
ders. What are known as the seven
vonders of the anclent world were:
ramids of Egypt, Pharos of Egypt,
nie pnvdens of Babylon, temple of
Ephesus, statue of Jupiter
'hldens, mansolegm of Artemisin
Rhodes. Those of the
Ages were: Coliscum of Rome
! itneombs of Alexandrina, great wall
| f China, Stonehenge, leaning tower
| f Plsa, porcelaln tower of Nankin,
| tosque of St, Sophia In Constangl!
ple. Onedist of the seven wondérs
f the new world are: Wireless fele
alrpland, .radium, antiseptios
'nd antitoxins, spectrum analysis, X-
ray.

Mana st

Colossus of

| aadadad e

hone,

Unavoidable.

Hub—Oh, don't worry

cook's crankiness.
tige of her.

Wife—I1 have to: she's Just given It

—RBoston Transeript,
S ——— -

ahout the
Don’t take any no-

Happiness in Cheerfulnesa.
The mind that 18 cheerful In ite pres-
ot state willl be averse to -all sallel
tnde a8 to the future. and will meet

the bitter occurrences of life with a

4
regponse to

WHEAT MANIPULATION

M. H. Houser Ascused of Help-
ing to Corner Wheat Supply
and Raise Price.

Bpokane.-~Wholesale speculation im
grain by milling companies of the
Pacific northwest, among them three
Portland concerns in which Max H.
Houser, vice-president of the United
States Grain corporation for the north-
west, is declared by the report to be
interested, is charged in a return made
by a United States grand jury here.

Purchase of grain at the government
{ixed price, estimated by the report
to total 85 per cent of the Washing-
ton state crep of 42,000,000 bushels
in 199, by about half a dozen large
grain concerns I8 charged by the re-
port, which declares that by purported
sales of grain to each other and
through "muuifu:l:tliun of the grain
market centered at Minneapolis,” and
by other methods, they have advanced
the price to about §1 a bushel above
the government price,

The grand jury recommends that
President Wilson issue a proclamation
under the wheat guarantee act, fixing
a selling price for all wheat now held
in the United States at the price paid
to the farmer, plus a reasonable carry-
ing charge and that a similar price
be fixed on flour and mill feed. )
It further recommends that no appro-
priation' be made by congress to fin-
ance wheat sales to forelgn countries
until such time as the American peo-
ple are relieved from paying the ex-
tortionate prices now required of them
by reason of grain manipulation.

HOUSER SAYS CHARGE FALSE

Grand Jury Acusations Are Declared

Ridiculous.
Portland, Ore.—M. H. Houser de-
clared there was no basis whatever

for the allegations made by the Spo
kane grand jury. He sald; ~

“The allegaticns made by the fed-
grand jury at Spokane are up-
true. The whole thing is a misstate-
ment and distortion of facts. The
charges are ridiculous and absurd and
they cannot get figures to substantiate
them. They simply don't know wl.utl.
they aye ta'king about,

“l have had absoclutely wuihing to
do with the management of any of
these concerns. notwithstanding what
the grand jury may say to the con-
trary. If I were l[oose from the grain
corporation and anxious to collect a
few filthy doliars, I would not put in
my time day after day with the thank-
less job of trying to handle the grain
corporation here In the nerthwest.”

HOOVER SAYS HE IS
NOT A CANDIDATE

New York.—Herbert Hoover lssued
a statement here definlng his attitude
toward the presidency. He announced
that he {8 not a candidate for the nom-
ination and that no one 18 authorized
to speak Tor him politically. If the
league of nations is m;u!-T an lssue in
the election he says he will vote for the
for the league, In
that he declare
alleglanee to elther one or the other
of the political Mr.
Hoover said

“I am being urged by people in both
parties to allegiance to
either one Those
know me, know that I am able to make

eral

glands

party that
requests

great parties,

declare my

or the other. who

defined. untdl it
definitely appears what the party man-
agers stand for, I must exercise a pre-
rogative of American citizenship and

Congequently, more

my vote blindfold.
the

decline to pledge
“l am not unappreciative of

Railroad Strike |s Possible.

Washington.—Wa negotiationa of
the railway employes with
General 1lin
stage, ahd insofar as the Brotherhood
of Rallway Trainmen I8 concerned, a
strike looms unlesgs pending demands
wre satisfactorily settled. W, G. Lee,
president of the union, has served no-
tffce on Mr. llines that his are
“very insistent,” and mu=t have a. def
inite answer soon. While house and
raillroad administration officials regard
a8 most serious the railroad situation
precipitated by the orders for a strike
February 17, issued by officers of the
Arotherhood of Maintenance of Way
Iimployes,

man

Industry Census Work Under Way.

S8an Francisco.—The
dustrial ceusus of the
Jistrict has been atarted by Frank L
$tanford, chief agent of the
sensus bure.u, who opened an office

decennial in

Pacific eoast

speclal

wore to receive mail statistics from
manufacturers,
Uncle Eben.
“Diar aln’ no use trvin' to bury de

wif some folks,” gald Uncle
F Ehen, ‘“mob a8 long ns dey kin keep
dodgin' Into de hardwaYe store an'
gettin® mo' cutlery,”

hatchet

First Land Sale,
first
m record wns the purchnse of the
Wwid of Machpelah by Abraham
pnld 400 ghekels of sllver for the

We shonld say the Inand enle

who

placld smile.—~Horace,

ield In which he burled his wife.”

up my mind when a subject 1s clearly |

Director |
L | sible position now with her disorgan-
i have reached a critical |

| 1zed government.

|
|

many kind things that my friends have |

advanced in my behatf.—Yet, I hope |
they will reallze my sincerity in not

tying myself to undefined partisan

ship.”

”mo CHARLES LAND
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N 1598 two Dutchmen, Barents
and Heemskirk, discovered Spitz-
bergen, and were Immediately
followed by British explorers. A
British seaman—Poole—was one of
these, -and he was the first man to

find coal in Spltzbergen, in 1604. Two |-
| extensive deposits of some of the finest

'gypsum In the world, while there are

notable British explorers were Foth
erby and Baffin, who salled to Spitz-
bergen on hehalf of the well-known
company of London merchants known
as the Muscovy company. Carrying
with them a royal warrant, they au-
thoritatively and definitely mnnexed
Spitzbergen In 1614 to the British
crown In the name of King James for
his heirs and successors. So It Is|
cértalnly British yet by right of suc
cesglon, whatever the successive heads
of the British government have been
or will be, since the relgn of James
VI of 8cotland and I of Great Britain,
writes Dr. Willlam 8. Bruce in Sphere.

In 1914 Britaln consented to sit at
a conference table, ‘convened by other
powers, at Christlanla, to discuss in
what way the government of Splitzber-
gen should be organized, because of
its Increasing commerclal develop-
ment by enterprising miners and huat-
ers of varlous nationalities—British
and foreign. There had been an ear
ller conferenee at which Russla, Nor-
way, and Sweden only had sat, and at
which, I understand, Britain had re-
fused to consent to sit, or at all events
definitely did not sit and did not rec-
ognize it as Internationally authori-
tative, But in 1014—the tercentenary
of Fotherby and Baffin’s British annex-
atlon—the British government, which
had the anclent right and title to
Splitzbergen as heirs and successors of
King James, took up the very gener-
ous attitude of idsisting, if a British
government delegate was teo sit, that
every power represented there must
first acknowledge that Spitzbergen
was Terra Nulllus, or No Man's Land,
thus not forcing British rights for
ward, but also refusing to admit the
right of any other power present to
have any right or title whatever. This
conference was sitting in Christiania
In July, 1914, Besides Britain, the
United States, Germany, Russia
France, Holland, Norway, Sweden and
Denmark sent delegates, but when the
war broke out the different delegates
returned to thelr respective countries
and the conference was dissolved with-
out result, and Spitzbergen Is, and re-
mains, a Terra Nullius. This is quite

Is now helng more extenslvely worked
by British, Norweglans, and Swedes.

Extensive iron ore deposits are re-
ported by the Northern Exploration
company of Londom.  OIl depogits are
known and claimed by the Seottish
Spitzbergen syndicate, as well as very

Indications of other valuable minerals,
which will require skilled Investiga-
tion and handling by expert mining
geologists and engineers,

Furs and Fisheries.

Besldes minerals there are fur-bear
ing animals which would provide
sport and fur if properly protected by
the British government, and not al-
lowed to be massacred and even exten-
sively polsoned by northern hunters,
Let these animals be bred and only
legally killed with discretion, and there
will be a large permanent revenue
from them. Valuable foxes and rein
deer still exist in considerable num-
bers in spite of the Indiscriminate
slaughter that has taken place., There
are seals, whales, and porpoises, The
walrus can-be re-established as well
as the polar bear, Fisherles, too,
might also be organized, and all these
animals could produce a large revenue
if properly handled and properly pro-
tected by an organized and unselfish
government,

Then there are the beautles and
wonders of this arctie land of prom-
ise, besides. these wonderful mineral
and animal resources mentioned.
Think of the birds, many In thelr mil-
lions, and many of economiec wvalue,

notably the eider duck, and wsome
very edible birds and eggs—geese,
ducks, and others. One may scan

acres, even miles, of purple saxifrage,
llke purple heather. One may wade
through luxuriant beds of sulphur but-
tercups, and find brilliant patches of
arctic popples and other plants, thriv-
'iIng even at great and exposed altl-
tudes. Many brilllantly-colored lich-
ens etch out. almost.  every - rock;
swampy bits luxuriate with the richest
mosses, lverworts, and Interesting
algae, and pools teem with crusta-
cean and other animal and vegetable
life; even the remnants of snow are
colored with red, yellow, green, and
ofher colored algae known over cen-
turies.

Spitzbergen, besides mineral, animal
and plant resources, has a large serles
of beav ful harbors and anchorages,

definite In spite of other unauthentic
statements that have recently appeared
in the press.

Who Shall Rule the Island?

What will next happen It is impos-
sible to say, even by one who, llke my-
self, has been ve intimately asso-
clated with Spitzhergen for almost a
quarter -of @ TPNTGFY. But certain
things must happen regarding. some of

| the powers which were represented at |

the conference Iin 1014, {1) Germany
must not be allowed in future to take
any part whatever in the organiza-
tion of Spitzbergen In spite of her
forced bargain with Russia at the
Brest-Litovsk treaty, (2) Russia Is
surely not able to take a fully respon-

(3) The United

| Btates has hot the snme Interests, be-

onuse her citizens have since sold thelr
estates to Norweginns, Holland has
only early historical interests, France
and Denmark have no special economic
interests, and Britaln, Norway uand

| Sweden remain the three speclally In-

| slze

terested parties.

Which of these three countries Is
able to look justly after the rights of
its own subjects, as well as those of
the other two nationalities who have
Interests? Personally, for many strong
reasons, I most emphatically empha-
that the British government

| should be asked by the world powers

at the . peace conferepce to exercise
Its rights not only as helir to the Brit-
Ish rights and titles as defined and de-
clared by Fotherby and Bafiin In
1614, but also for the protection of
subjects of other natlons who have
rome, but not exclusive, rights there.
Spitzbergen will soon be recognized

L
a8 the goose with the golden egg. “Let

Spitzbergen develop.” [n Spitzbergen
we find the finest coal In the world,,
equal to the best Welsh steam coal,
in mast accessible places. This Is
very definitely known by many others
than myself and those thoroughly fa-
miliar with Spltzbergen. It was Cap-
tain Poole In 1604 who dlscovered coal.
and It was myself who hfought It home
In 1808, and I had It certified as n
very high class steam-coal In the
Inhoratory of a Scottish eolliery ; but It
was the Americans who first ‘developed
its mining on an extemsive scale, In

about 1006, under Willlam Muaore, It

s0o what with these and the Gulf
|stresm there Is every possible facility
[to get there comfortably and safely.
| Let our shell-shock patlents and other
| wounded herBes thoroughly recover in
Spitzbergen In proper sanatoria In the
healthiest climate In the world, where
| you can't get a cold or n fever becnuse
| there are no germs—a sterile, wonder-
iful. and translucent atmosphere suf-
| fuses thls land where the sun never
sets all the suwmer and consequently
ithe plants never cease to grow, and
where everything is more wonderful
and beautiful than In any inhanbited
part of the world from pole to pole,

Sun Source of All Power,

Power cannot come from nothing.
Even a wateh or elock must, sooner
or later, have new power put into it.
The power is put Into the spring
when the watch is wound up, We
wind it with muscle force obtained
from food. Fdogd in turn 18 produced
by power of the sun. 8o the sun,

source of all power.

Siam’s Amazon Guard.

Siam s one of thes few countries
which boast of a corps of women po
llee., The members of this amnzon
guard are all old and homely, They
wear a uniform, but are not armed
Thelr chlef dnty Is to act ag gate

keepeis of the inner, or women's pal
nee at Bangkok.

They follow any stranger who enters
the palace and rénmin with ‘him until
he tnkes his departure. ey see that
there I8 no mischlef made and that no
one makes love to the royal wives and
Men who have husiness Instde
architects, ear-
ete.—~enter the

women,
the palace—doctors,
penters, ' electriclans,
palace freely, but are always nccom
panled hy some of the amnazon guard.
The pn'mm- has some diffieulty in re
crniting these guards, as the work Is
hard, the pav. poor and the qualifien

tion uncomplimentary.

Hit It Right That Time,
“How the Blanks conld afford to give
such a grand dinner I don’t ander
stand.” rd'd Mrs. Blunderby to her
*guest. “It wns renlly a most pre
sumptuous repgst.” — Boston Tran-

T
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| Union county,

which really drives the watch, is the-

OF GENERAL INTEREST

Principal Events ul"tllo Week
Briefly Sketched for Infor
mation of Our Readers.

Cougars are reported killing deer
on the north fork of Smith river, in
Southern Curry county.

Smuggling liguor from Canada by
airplane into Oregon is sald to be the
latest schéme to evade the law.

The Klamath county wool growers'
assoclation has elected officers, includ-
ing B. M. Hammond, president,

A total of 203 accldents were report-
ed to the state Industrial aceldent
commission for the week ending Feb-
ruary §

Fossil is having its share of influ-
enza, but the cases are genérally mild.
It Is practically impossible to get
nurses.

Agreeing to accept a standard breed
of dairy=cvattle, farmers of Alsea valley
have gone on record for & community
improvement program.

Shut in from motor travel, Cove,
has omly developed
three cases of contagious diseases in
six months. These cases were typhold.

A Salvation Army advisory board
has been created at Hugene to Investi-
gate and report on local conditions in
which the organization can be of serv-
ice. .

An anti-vaccination league has been
formed at Marshfield, with more than
H0 members, for the purpose of pre-
venting the vaccination of school ¢hil-
dren, ‘

After acquiring a fortune of $10,000 ¥
shinjng shoes at Eugene, Louls Polalis,
a young Greek, has returned to his na-
tive land, after selling out to his
brother. :

Preference rights will be granted sol-
diers by the government im filing om
the Oregon & California and other
forfeited land grants to be opened teo
settlement,

Medford has been named the head-.
quarters of the Episcopal Church in
southern Oregon with Pastor William
B. Hamilton of 8t. Marks church as
dean of the district.

C. Ray Beckley of Portland has filed
application with Percy Cipper, state
engineer, for the use of water from
the John Day river for power devel-
opment and.irrigation purposes.

Preliminary steps have been taken
at_Heppner for the orghnization of a
Morrow county fair assoclation, with
a capital stock of $25,000. A tract of
32 acres near Heppmer will be pur
chased.

The Penayor Lumber company of
Saginaw, Mich., has closed a contract
for the Savage tract of timber, on the
border of Jackson and Josephine coun-
tles. Removal of the timber will begin
at once. * ’

Net sales of hogs, sheep and cattle
sent to the Portland stockyards hy the
L.ane county cooperative shipping-as-
sociation during the year amounted to
$164,076. Sixty-four carloads of stock
were shipped.

Postmasters are to be appointed In
Oregon as follows: Wayne E. Elliott,
Veneta, Lane county; -Charles W.
Sharpe, Camis Valley, Douglas county;
Percy E._Allen, Elsfe, Clatsop county,
and Mrs. Marie W, Havill, Hoff, Clack-
amas county )

By agreement with the state, the Pa-
cific Livestock company will put on
the market 10,000 acres of Harney val-
ley land, and first cholece will be given
soldiers and sallors. They will have
90 days In which to take up the option
of settlement.

irasshoppers cannot be classed as
squirrels, noxious rodents or predatory
animals under the Oregon laws, aand
consequently county courts are not
authorized to appropriate mpney for
their extermination, according to an
opinion by Attorney-General Brown.

Poultry s¢hools are to be established
in Wasco county by the Wasco County
Poultry association according to plans
formulated by the executive committee,
It is planned to have six schools in
various parts of the county which will
be instructed by prominent poultry ex-
perts.

A record price for standing timber
was offered at the government sale of
10,000,000 feet of white pine on the
Klamath Indian reservation, the high
bidder, I. H. Larkey, bidding $6.33 per
1000 feet, and $2.82 per 1000 feet rental
for the Kirk sawmlill, where the timber
will be mamufactured, -

Predatory animals numbering 3216
were killed by the 58 men and women
employed by the United States bio-
logjeal survey in Idaho, Washington
and Oregon during the six months end-
ing December 31, Stanley Jewett, in-
spector in charge with headquarters at
Pendleton, announced.

In case all the millage tax measures
to be gubmitted to the voters of Ore-
gon at the special election to be held
on May 21 are approved, the state
tax levy next December will exceed
the levy made in Deécember, 1919, by
more than 100 per cemt, according to
state officials who have given the pro-
posed laws careful study and consider
ation.

Officiala of the Grants Pass irriga
tion disirict have filed with the state
engineer resolutions outlining a plan
of reclamation, request for certiffca
tion of approximately $400,000 in bonds
voted *for developmeut work, and ap
plication for state payment of intersst
on these bonds, This distriet com-
prises about 8000 acres and is located
In Josephine county.

Hop buyers in the Salem district
have made several contracts receatly
whereby they agree to take the grow-

ors* product for & term of thres Feeny

e T s T

al a stipuiated price of 4§ cents
pound. As a result of these coml
and the optimistic feeling the
future prospects of the hop industry
in Marion county the acreage will be
materially increased this seasos, _

It Is estimated there will be approxs-
mately $883,460.22 of state money aAvall
able for the construction of market
roads in the various counties of Ore
gon during the year 1020, according
to & report prepared by mem of
the state highway , To
obtain this money for road cemstruo-
tion it will first be necessary for the
several counties to match the state
appropriation,

The conference rqort on the Indlan
appropriation bill carries the following
amounts for Oregon: Klamath agency.
$5670; Umatilla agency, $3000; C!
mawa Indian school, $160,000, ing!.
ing $26,000 for repairs and improve
ments and §15,000 for installing M'I-
presgure bollers and steam-heating ap-
pyratus; Siletz agency, $2600; Modoo
irigation project within Klamath «
ervation, $14,000. ,

Over 200 orchardists of Jack
sounty gathered at Medford for the
purpose of determing how much dam
age was done the fruit trees by the
recent cold. A large number of fruit-
growers brought samples of their trees,
exhibits of bark and limbs and after
examination by County Agrien'':

C. C. Cate it was decided that i
age in the valley was much less than
originally anticipated.

According to the monthly report .
the weather bureau, January was the
dryest month in the history of ..
ern Oregon, less than ha!f au
rain falling. The aver .uw
month was 4.29 inches. A=
cipitation has been defici-
beginning of the rainy # -
ers and fruit raise's a
worried and an added
been applied to the camps. . 1v. ..
rigation,

Approximately a million feet of tim-
ber in the Siusiaw national forest, in
the vicinity of Yachaats and 1 »
creek, on the coast, was desir
Insects during the -t
ing to & special re;
office of the 8. u: aw
investigation was made by one of Lhe
rangers who found that the rave "~= nf
the insects, the nature of v °
was unable to determin:

strip about a qua ter of Y )
and 650 acres in exienl, n S
8t. Benedict's Abtey, with | T,

ters at Mount Angel, has flléd sult in
the United States court in Portland to
test the validity of the law passed at
the recent special lon of the »*ate
legislature making it Wnlawful to print,
publish, circulate, display, or sell or
offer for sale any newspaper or period-
ical in any language other than Hng
lish unless the same contain a literal
translation in the English language of
the ume‘typo and as conspicuously
displayed. The plaintiff corporation
prints, publishes, circulates and seils
a weekly newspaper called “St. Jo-
seph’'s Blatt,” which has a weekly cin
culation of approximately 24,700 coples
and is printed in the German language.

The machinery for the first unit of
the Astoria Flouring Mills company's
new plant at the port terminals at
Astoria has been operated for a few
days as a test, and has been found
to work satisfactorily. It is expected
this untt, which will have a capacity
of 2000 barrels of flour a day, will
begin grinding immediately. The
setond unit of the plant will be ready
for operation in about six weeks. The
new plant will be one of the largest
single mills of its kind in the country.
It ‘will turn out 4000 barrels of high-
grade flour sach 24 hours. With the
company’'s present mill also in opera-
tion the daily output will be increased
to 6200 barrels, sufficlent to pro-
vide a full steamer oargo for export
eath month,

The state highway commission, ia

session in Portland last week, awarded
a contract for a bridge across Youngs
bay at the price of $308,620.60; refuscd
te make any promises for paving until
result of May electiom I8 known; dr
cided not to push Mount Hood loop &
a sacrifice of highways in Lake, Klav
ath and other counties; agreed to ex
tend The Dalles-California highway. 36
miles from Modoc Point to Band creek;
suspended contract on Redmond-Prine
ville road and will aid eoumty on t
Crooked river road toward Pau'‘
will neither pave nor consid

from Woodburn to Newberg until sts
map roads are disposed of ‘ana .
roads are taken up; accepted p:n
als of Unjon county, pending resul
May -election, and ordered cont!
called; ordered survey to finish Eu
price-Flora road Im Wallowa corn
No action to be taken omn Crater Ia,
project uptil after May election

] Another War,

“What's the charge agalnst 1h
man?’ asked the judge.

“Fighting In the publlec streets,” r
plled the officer.

“You're fined nine dollars and nine

ty cents.”

“What's the ninety cents for, judge?”

asked the man at the bar,

“War tax.”
“But the war’'s all over, your honor.”
“Over, nothing! You were fghting,

weren't youy"

Rough en New Jersey.
Oliver Wendell Holmes’ [dea of New

Jersey, New York's next-door nelgh-
bor, was that It was “a double-headed
suburb, rather than a state.”

His Tactful Purpose.
First Married Man—What are yom

cutting out of the paper?

Second Married Man—An Item

about a California man's securing a
divorce because his wife went through
bis pockets,

First Married Man-—What are you

going to do with It} ’

Secoad Married Man—Put it In my

——— g Ml -.




