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When the surveyors for the B. and B.
rallroad reached within a mile of the
town of Scoville they were stopped by
the owner of a farm, who threatened
them with an action for trespass ir
they set foot on his land,

It was old Ransome who bad lived
on that farm since he was born and
was “now over sixty years old Boy
and man, he had been known as stingy
and mean, and no one had ever dealt
with bim a second time. His wifé was
about like him in bher disagreeable way.
The two seldom or. never (lsagreed
with each other, but they disagreed
with everybody else.

The town of Bcoville wanted that
rallroad and wanted it bullt at once,
but there was ‘old John blo¢king the
way- and his old wife backing bim up.
It must cross his elghty acre farm to
reach the town. The surveyors argued
and coaxed, but it was of no use.

The rallroad finally guarded its sur-
veyors and the line was run, but that
was only the beginning of the fight
It collected its forces lnd{benn the
grading. Old John was out there with
his gun and his wife was there with a
clab, but the lusty men laughed at
them and carried them off the scene,
and In a few weeks there was the
hooting and tooting that the old couple
dreaded to hear. “They would not sell,
and the rallroad -waited for them to
propose some sort of settlement.

Thére was a highway about a quar-
ter of a mile to the south of the Ran-
some farm, and the new rallroad cross-
ed It at a level. The soft earth was
soon guilied out by the wheels of the
wagons, and this left the tracks three

or four inches above the surface, When |

old John observed this he yoked up
his oxen and hitched them to his wag-
on and went after a load of wood.
When he returned with it to the cross-
ing he stuck there. The oxen could not
pull the wagon across the rafls. The
old man sat down to patiently wait
for a train to"come along. One appear-
ed In sight in about an hour and found
“ {ts progress blocked. It took all the
traln hands and some of the passen-
gers to boot to get that wagon across
the track. . There was fuming and
threatening, but old John was very
quiet and calm. He repeated this per,
formance once a day for a week. Then
the raflroad put down planks.and the
scheme was defeated. .

“Well, we'll have to try some other
trick,” sald the old folks to each other.
And as a result of thelr planning they
went out at night with a big pall of
goft sonp and smeared the rails for a
distance of thirty rods. The next traln
that came that way did not whizs past;
it stood still and whizzed, and it took
the best part of an hour and a barrel
of sand to make the wheels go round
again and have a grip on the ralls,

01d John was arrested for this soapy
trick, but they could prove nothing
against him, and” he was discharged
from custody. ‘After this a new ‘at-
tempt was made to bring about a set-
tlement, but it was doomed to fallure
from the startt Then came another
adventure. 014 John cut the grass in
his meadow, and while drawing it to
the barn to store away he drove across
the track at a point on his own farm
and a wheel somehow cawe off the
wagon and dumped bay and vehicle in
a grand heap. There was just time to
get the oxen out of the way when a
locomotive of a freight train plunged
into the mess. Hay and splinters flew
over half the county, and the whole
train was depailed at a cost of many
thousand dollars to the company.

There were two lawsuits begun im-
mediately, one by the company to
make. the old man pay damages and
one by 014 John to collect the worth of
a wagon and a ton of hay. The rall-
road folks could not show any scheme
on his part and was the loser in its
sultt A jury also held that am en-
gineer who would slam bang into a
lond of hay in broad daylight should
be held responsible, and Old John got
about three times the value of the
property destroyed.

By and by when the pumpkin season
had come old Mr. Ransome Kkindly
permitted a passenger tral to run into
a wagonload of them—that is, his oxen
stopped to rest when the wagon “Was
balfway over the track. . He was heard
ghouting at them at the top of his volce
and seen to flourish his gad in an ex-
cited manner, but he was forced to es-
cape to save his own Hfe. Peces of
those pumpiins were pleked np milea
away, and a week after the wagon
was wrecked again, and one of the
oxen was converted into fresh beef.
Here was groundwork for another
lawsult, and the jury decided that any
rallroad that would strive to lessen the
pumpkin erop onght to pay for it right
smartly.

It 18 very probable that the old
couple might have returned to the soft
soap trick f they bad been given more
ttme, but fate willed It otherwise.
They were coming home from a call on
a nelghboring farm, and it was a
gusty, rainy night. As they approach
od the crossing they saw the light of a
jocomotive approaching. but defantly

kept on thelr way and were struck afid
hurled Into a Neld and both instantly
killed. No one In Beoville was mean
enough to say they were glad of it. but

the B. and B. raliroad saw its chance
and moved quickly. Defore it conld be
gned by the helrs it went Into court
againgt ftself and was legally permit-
ted to settle the clalm for $5,000

They say that the ghosts of old Ran
some and his wife hauut the farm

.
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“Young inan, don't be a fooll”

The words weré spokén so vehement-
ly, so differently from those which
usually cime from the Ups of the old
man, that we all faced him in aston-
Ishment,

Twenty years before Chief Inspector
Herman Willlams had been known as
a terror to evildoers, Quite suddenly
e had resigned. His Wwhole disposi-
tion seemed to bhave softened to the
verge of weakness.

Save that he became a dally attend-
ant at the chapel two doors away, he
lived the life of a recluse. Just to-
ward the Iast be bad suficlently op-
eped up his solitude to admit two or
three of us young writers, who hoped
to bear from him the things we could
tarn Into salable stories.*

It was Harding Hunter. who had
somehow Introduced the old time the-
ory of the “fioon’s effect on-thé human
mind. He was trylng to work up a
story with the hypothésis as & basis.
«Of Gourse,” he had remarked, “there
|s absolutely notbing to the whole
business. The moon has about as
much psychology to it as there is life
on it. But It seems to me”—

And here the ex-chlef bad suddenly
burst forth with his exclamation of an-
gry disgast. =

“Don't ever deny the testimony of
piillions on any subject until you bave
more than the best of theories to offer
agaipst 1t. Don’t say there are uo
ghosts; don’t deny apparitions and vi
slons; don’t sneer at the occult.”

“But, chilef,” intefposed Mortlmer
Henry, “you don’t mean to say you
really think there is anything in this
moon business?”

a shudder. He was sllent for an ln-
stitnt; then spoke again, 1 guess it is
safe enough for me to tell you young-
sters” —

A year before 1 quit the bureau there
was a particularly brutal child murder

ery effort to find the flend that com-
mitted it. The child had béen stran-
gled and afterward slashed with a
razor.

1 was greatly worried about the fail-
ure of myself and my men in the mat-
ter. The razor was our only clew—
jeft hanging on the fire escape outside
the room in which the child bad been
Il.ln »

As you know, I have never married.
[ lived on the top floor of an old fasbh:
joned tenement house near the office.
Things were not as strict shen as now.

were no fire escapes on the windows,
My household consisted of an old ne-
gro couple that’ my parents had
brought north before the war,
them, 1 had only two dogs,

I bave ever known. Old Auntle Dinah
bhad a parrot, whieh I had given her
and of which
fond,

The nelghborhood was not very de-
sirable, nor the house. The apartment
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“oHRE RASOR WAS OUR ONLY oLEw.”

was not light, save at the front. A
V shaped court admitted alr to the twd
bedrooms and'a little sunlight over the
higher bullding next us in the middle
of a few summer days.

Olthmof!'cb.blmuedn
nsual., though I had been particularly
sronght np over the mystery which so
completely Lafed all our efforts at
solntion. .

1 was awakened by the wild cries of
the old negress. Before I could get
into my bathrobe and slippers I heard
ber husband sBouting foi* me at my
door. 1 hurried out to the kitehen.

One of my collies had been strangled.
Afterward, apparently, the perpetrator
of the deed had used a ragzor to slash
the budy in as detalled a copy of the
cutting of the murdered child as could
be accomplished sn-a hairy animal.

As 1 ‘bavé sald, there was only one
entrance to the house—at the front.
This was of small conséquence, any:
how, for 1 knew little of the {nmates,
any one of whom might be 8 criminal.

To my apartments there were & front
and a rear entrance from the stalr
well., On these doors were heavy
bolts, as well as double locks. The
locks were all fastened with the keys
inside in the morning, and nelther of
the boltd was open. This took care of
the doors,

Tusre wers thres froot and two rear

'bad been a dark

{tself and left there.

could persuade them to open it ln win-

1 918 once,” the old man said, with

which for & time ubsolutely bafiled-ev-- ‘
‘peen Tound dead at the bottom of the

The hotise hed but one exit There

Besldes
valuable
collies, and the most devoted animals

she was inordinately

shaped court.
One of these I bad had cut when 1
got the bathroom arranged in what

clothes closet. It
was too smgll for any buman being to
crawl through. - Moreover, & fly screen
had been tacked in the window frame

As for the window opening into the
negroes’ room, no amount of

This narrowed things down to my

own window, the only one in the flat
open. during the night. Aside from

thé difficulty of getting to It from the
roof above, there was the fact that mo

one could possibly have got through

the open upper half. without stepplng

ot talling on my bed.

It seemed that no person could have

got in or out of the apartment.

We gave it up.
On March 8 my other collle was miss-
ing., i
The negroes imsisted that they had
pot let him out [ myself recalled
having seen him when [*bad gone to
the kitcherm for a drink of water just
before retiring. 1 bad overslept and

was compelled to hurry to the office. "~

It was not until night that 1 learned
thé fate of any second dog. He’ bad
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V shaped court, directly under my
open window. The mark of a cord 1

¢ound about his neck.

Two months passed by with no un-
usual occurrence. Then Aunt Dinah's
parrot was founl diowmed in oneof
the kitchen tubs. ' 1t had been done ou
the 6th day of May '

1 bad been working fearfully hard
during the winter and spring. *

| decided to take a long vacation, 1
went abroad. | was given the three
summer months, v

Through the cbance of missing my
steamer, I did not get home tH} the 8d
of September, 1 soon had my hands
and my mind full of work. d

Mardly had 1 been a week in the
office when we were brought to deal
with a mystery that has never been
cleared up. Amn old man generally re-
puted te-he a_miser, Rving alone with
his wife {np @ house onthe ontskirts.
was fonnd choked to death in his bed.

Suspicion would have fallen on the
old woman herself had not one of the
windows been jimmied.

Night and day the best men in my
department worked on this case for
weeks. [ myself have never worked
barder. There were several nights
when | broke all my rules for early
sleep—some when | got no’sleep at all.

Such was the case on the night of
the 27th of ®eptember, when we had
thought we helda clew, which proved
to lead nowhere the very next day.
Tired out, | went to bed the following
night immediately after my dinner.

The next morning | awoke from a
dream that some one was being mur
dered.

Though It was later than 1 usually
rose, 1 seemed dead asleep, and it took
me a moment or two te locate the
screnms and recognize the volce that
was uttering them. 1 rushed to the
room of the old negroes.

Old Aunt Dinah was sitting up In the
bed, rocking herself to and fro in an
ecstasy of grief and terror. 4
* The old megro was dead on the pll-
low beside her.

A quick examination showed that he
had been throttled by some person with
strong fingers. It was the only clew
we were ever to get to the murder.

There could be but two more horrors,
so far as our household was concerned.
If the person or persons who Were
committing these acts killed off old
Dinah and mpyself there would be ne
one alive in the apartment.

One more crime was, however, to fin-
tsh the dark list, It came a month
after the old man's death.

My old mammy was killed—stabbed
through the beart—on the 28th day of
October.

The dagger with which the stabbing
had been done in old Dinah’s case gave
po clew. It had lailn, with several oths
er rather grewsome cutios; on the mhh.
tel of my front room after serviag as
evidence In the conviction of 8 bad
Sicillan.

The murderer of my nged servant
bad picked it up and used 1t

The month' after the death of the old |

man 1. got only half my accustomed
gleep. | had not been to bed on sched.
ale time (b four weeks—unti) the ‘ery
night which proved fatal to the ne

groes.

The elght weeks that followed Were
even worse. | was distracted, almost
a madman, over the Wafiing and hide-
ous laystery.

At the end of that time | was forced
to admit that we were defented. There
was no real clew of any sort.

Of ong thing we were all convinced
~the cfimes were ‘committed by & M-
patic. A motiveless crime |s almosat al-
ways thedeed of a madman.

Put where was the madman? Was
this bis only madness—a desire to out-
wit the chief of detectives?l

| do pot know what it was that

J e wax ouithe plght

'of lunacy was particularly connected

or very near midnight. This might

piychology—unless—

1 within a million miles of it.”

sought fhe 010 thedry of (he mess's
with lunacy to mind.

I 3 ~oby WP aske prae '

e we T sbiollal
: But

cember.
I bad

4 o Rivairy.
“Have you given up
| sous?* nsked Maud, g
“Yes,” replied Maymie.
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NOTICE OF SHERIFYF SALE

the city’s Burder cases..
But I had never heard that any form

of an execution and order
irouit- Court of the

with an absolutely full moon. More-
over, the bours of the full moon as e
given in the almanac varied, some of
them coming in the daytime.

f Badstélipursue the subject farther,
if it was to furnish me with any real
clew. £ full moon is, of course, the
only moon that shines at its zenith at

and
and o

10 ensiaty the of
at B

and disbursementa
Now, therefore,

make a {ifference. Yet it took me
some moments to think how.
Then it flashed upon me.
There was some spot where the only
that ever fell was

day of January,
o'clock p.m; at
Moro, an oounty,
public “suction to the {ai

oash in hsnd the following desoribed

lght of moon :
- : : . 2 property: Liots three (8) and four (4), seo-
at midnight. énd "'"‘ the moon WaR | {ion seven (7), iow tout (4) Lty
fulll ; range eighteen (18) ehst of tke Willamette
This fitted the case entirely. 1 was nortt)lan. B‘I;olm haoﬂnz.‘?cqon. i
1 dould L1 th day ovember, 1917.
:on it ‘Mtl‘ [ #“ R . McKean, Bheriff

If 1 could find such a spot—particu-

 BL54 rye; 82.T9; oute, 1402; male
 lean m . : 4

fond ‘of music, and ie days be's tired
I Star.

Notice is hereby. given that virtue
of sale issued
te of
coanty, upon & Jeoree

f & oertain wmorigage spit
whe asuklin G, l&h,ﬂﬂllﬂil and
Lily G« ,G* 0. King, and Mrs. 8. 0.
A wife, were defendants,
I&l‘ of sale directs
me 10 well the real esta desoribed belew
sum 40, with interest

per oent from the 4th day of Novemrber

1917, and $100 attorneys fees and $19 costs

parsuant to ths oom-
mands-of sald execntion I will on the 13th
1918, at the hour of 2
the court house door in
Oregon, sell at
gheat bidder for
roal

of Bherman County, Oregon

larly it it were a spot under “which
some person -slept—I should certalily
not let' think person go unfil after the
most rigid Investigation of his mind
and his nocturnal babits.

But bow could such a spot be found?
Obviously+ could not set my men wpou
the task of searching half a miilion
bedrooms at the bour of midoight
when moon was full. . The thing
was quite §s bopeless as ever. All |
BAA gAlNed was a curfous discovery in

1 seised the calendar again. “The
murderous maniac would return—be
would returs at the next full moon.

My hair suddenly rose. The moon Was
full that night! And the sky outside
was absolutely cloudless. .

Already 1 bad spent so much time on
this lunar theory that it was half past
11. .Another half hour—and, would it
be myself or the he¢w housekeéper I
had secured who would serve as the
Tunatie’s vext victm? T

Quickly I drew two revelvers  from
the drawer'of my desk. I tufned out
the lights and sat In the darkened
front room, my ears stralning for the
first sound. !

ltmumetutlugmmfw
the kitcHen—& falit scratching. C

‘1 trushéed through my bedroom and

the narrow hall past thbe.servant's ' g stomach trouble . . .
room. At'the kitchen door I halted for I ate would
an instant, staring 1nté the blackness sour on my stomach. 1
untl | eonid make ot the' hmly ‘Sut- used “two of
hed windowsy b T D - _nm."-
The scratching came =gain. ) wven me.”™ ' Black-
The utter dlack was hardly broken ‘E be on
where the windows faced the dull your shelf. a pack=- .
brick walle. I-waited. AL a ww 2.
The sceatching was cepeated. It : a

eame again and again. crept out

the' middle of the room, taking
to
R

"%i

YT T T i i Ty

avold touching a chair or a
stopped and listened.

could hear tje ‘souhd “more dis-
tinctly . how.: LAt least’ |} belleved 1
could trace Its direction. It camefrom
the window. ' by tbe pantry .deor, |
thought. “As I'reached this concltsion
u ¢ Fl u ity ] ' - i

nto
pains
thble.

T

Once more 1 waited—until | could
stand the suspense no louger.

1 struck a- match” and lighted the
gas, keeping my tyes riveted dpon tHe
"m: PTI | 1 te . gt =g

As the flame flared up 1 barely stified
a scream of terror—

' X''‘moune, Trightened at the light,
turned and raf Ahmest fromi vnder my
feet back into the pantry.

Only, the wrought up condition of
my nerves could account for my falk
are to recognive thekound ft had made.

1 suppesed * 4t wnie o~ ol ‘pant
midnight, hut ‘my " wafth’ tolt me It
was but five mimitex past 12

—————————

Trembling. wimoft  falnt  with the
wdden let down from the strain of
unseelng fenr. 1 turned oof the lght

agnin and started back to my vigil In
the front rvom. :

| reached my own bedroom

My blood suddenly fruze with horror.

Never had | seen It before In the
years. 1 had lived In that sult, bnt
now—

A large square of light, as the moo
peered through the angle of the
shaped Gourt, ixy full over-the pillow
of my bed!

Brighten Up

place will mean to you:

Over the Mark
“Does be aim at realism in the sto
ries be writes 1"
“He may aim at it, but he doesn't hit

No dark nights.
No gas to explode.
No pressure tank to blow up.
No water to carry.
No lamps to fill.
No matches to burn.

“How's that?
“The hero of
thrift
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 The Dalles, Oregon,

Western Electric
Farm Lighting Plant

The Farm

This is what 2 Western Elec-
tric Lighting Plant on your

No smoky chimneys to clean. |
Turn a Switch anywhere day or night
ui get a poll strong flood of light.

Walther-Nilliams Hdw. Co

with $20,000 & year as well as ﬁ
- ¥ $2,000 a year lives to every penny of
AT income.  Slowly surely this order of
things is changing, ° The ers of extravagance and

waste in business and personal
end. Efficiency and economy is the order of the
Bank deposits are growing. . 3
. It is up to every one to economize. The best
mmtnytodoni-hphuyourm:pluinth’ k
H you already have a bank account make itnm
from todsy on to increase it. Add to it weekly, dal
if possible. .

IF YOU HAVEN'T A BANK ACCOUNT DE-
CIDE TO OPEN ONE TODAY.
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“Bank of Noro”

MORO, OREGON
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[inéspendant arshouse § Miling Go

l} l}l i“‘c_"lx'fll;l. l\!nnagcr. Wasco, Oregon
"
D_EALERS IN
Lime, Plaster, Cement, Builders
‘S:gp'l]cs, Lumber, Wood, Coal,
ar Posts, and Hay.

L AP L MAint

MANUFACTURERS OF

'MILL FEED AND FLOUR
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- Special 'I_Q_a}tes
NEW HOTEL PERKINS

Fifth and Washington Sts.
¢ C TR ila -
PORTLAND, ORE.
Room with privil of bath, single,
75¢ up; double $1.00 up
Room with private bath, single
up; double $2.00 up.
Y ’ _ Auto Meets Trains. Street cars from
e = Union Depot pass our doors.
= Transfer at 5th and Glisan streets from
North Bank Depot.
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MULTNOMAH HOTEL

PORTLAND, OREGON,
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Via

Invites the People of Moro

and of Sherman County
to enjoy its facilities
when in Portland’

GARAGE OPERATED BY HOTEL

——

»

Eric V. Hauser, Owner. H. H. Cloutier, Manager

YOU TRAVEL
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the hearer. But the babitusl user of _
:‘:‘;umd“‘“« He y M| TR
n-wm.--m'u-m ) Jmiers .negTIoNic 10 v
there is likely

oo T A gy v Free Assay
peedless. as v * s eacopbonous. Tt

I you have deposits of
limestone, magnesite, iron,

English observers q-hh'ﬂl‘ﬂ- ail salts
tously of the laxness of American “Mm“r""m' P Aoy
speech. American observers who have for free test. We can handle com-

mercially workable deposits.
Gold. sliver. copper and other complete assays

' rommerial Send for rate card and
distects are inclinéd to resefit Any A male o S L

WHEN
' BY AUTO

AND VISIT THE DALLES

STORE YOUR CAR

In the concrete, recently completed, tully equipped.
roomy garage of Walther-Williams Company. Competent
workman always ready to help you in any way they can at
Jeast expense to you. For any service rendered the charge
will always be reasonable.

WALTHER-WILLIAMS GARAGE

THE DALLES, - - OREGON.




