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sroegbt the old theory <*r the aaaanto 
«WMCttO, With IlinhCf to y  j “ «. 
f t  wmr<to<tto nlgM e i lb e  ¿ «b o A O w  ,
cember. f t •’ « "» *  if

I  bad almoet determined to drop the . 
whole matter, itaee we had’tbSolttlely j 
nothin« on Which to gonhead. Bat the j
thought of the moon and lunacy aroua- 
•d  my Interest .uMeleotiy to cause me 
to glance'ever an almanac.

There I  quickly «Recovered that the ( 
moon had been full on the nights of 
r .b .  8, March «, M W  ». * » / ( 
20, Oct. 28, Not. 2T. *

On four of theee da tea my rooms had ’
1 been entered and llfW had haen .taken ’ 

iT a  ftobtso to Indicate the. work > of «
' some madman with clone knowledge of 
f the city’s murder eases, ’» wo w  t 
' I But I  had never heard that any form 

I of lunacy was particularly connected ’ 
with an absolutely full moon. Mora- I ,

• w __‘ I 1
over, the hours of the full moon as I- 
given In the almanac varied, some of 
them ceasing In the daytime.

‘I  h»4 tnhpnraue the subject farther, I 
i f  it  wee to furnish me with any real I. 
clew, A fu ll moon la. of course. the 
only moon that ahlnee at Its aenlth at 
or very near midnight. Thia might I 
make a difference. "  Yet It  took me 

! some momenta to think how.
Then It flashed upon me.
Thera was aome spot where the only I 

tight of the i moon that aver fell was I 
at midnight. 4nd wheh the moon was 

I full! ' ' ’
ThU  flttwJ th . c .je  M t l r . l i  _* « ■

I so impressed that I  could not gat away 
from tt. l~- X

I f  I  could And such a spot—particu­
larly iff i t '  ware a spot under which 

I some person -slept—I should certalhly 
not let that person go until after the ]

| most rigid Investigation of hie mind 
I and hla nocturnal habits.

But how oould such a spot be found? 
Obviously 4  could not set my men apou 

I the task of searching half a mllllbn 
bedrooms at the hour of midnight 

I when the «noon was full. The thing 
was q d £  as hopeless as ever. All 1 

I had gamed was a curious discovery In 
I psychology—-unless-- - • _
I I  seised the calendar again. 'T h e  
I murderous maniac would return—be 

would return at the next full moon.
My hair suddenly rose. The moon was 

full that night! And the sky outside 
I was absolutely cloudless.
I Already I  had spent so much time on I 
I this lunar theory that It  was half past 
1 11. Another half hour-and. would It I 
I ba mySBtf "Or the hew housekeeper I 
I had secured who would serve as the I 
I lunatic's n e tt vlctim? ' " ' ~ I

Quickly I  drew two revolvers from I 
I the drawer' ef my desk. 1 turned out I 
I the lights and sat In the darkened I 
I front room, my ears straining for the 

& I first sound. J I
I t  seemed to me that I sat thus for I

y I the kitchen—a falht scraSbltag- 

I  I ‘1 rushed through my bedroom and I 
the narrow hall past. the aUTvantia I  

. .  room. A t tbe kitchen door I halted far I 
•a ( an Instant, «taring Into the blackness I 
X  until I eon» make oot the dhirty out-
,n 1 lined windows. ' .............

4  Tbs scratching came again, 
rd The atter ¿lack was hardly broken 

I where the windows faced the dull 
I  brick walla. I  waited. ’/  

ee The scratching was repeated. I t  
i » I earns again and again. 1 crept out 
ny I Into the middle of the room, taking 
8d I pains to avoid touching a chair or a 
da table. I slopped and listened.

f  I  could hear tpe eodhd ’more dla- 
be I tlnctly how. : .At least I  believed I 
sal could trace Its direction. I t  came from  
en the window.’, by tbe pantry door, I 
re- I thought As V reached this conclusion 
ltb tt stopped. 7! ' ' ”
ta. Once more I  w aited-untll I could 
d. aland the suspense no Idnger.A 
the I  struck a match and lighted the 
the gas keeping m y by«« riveted Upon the 

wlftddw. -  1
my As the flame flared up I barely stifled 
for a scream ot terror— 
ked ‘ ‘ A^mouee. frightened at tbe light.
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Never Were Solved

1J" By GEORGE M. CAIN

T b e  O b s e rv e r
M O RO . O R EG O N.

windows As We house was wunom 
fire escapes the only potolbla 
to these must have been from the roor 
by way of a rope let down 
-  But at that time of year all of these 
windows were closed and fastened. 

Throe windows opened on the v
shaped court. . .

One of these I had had cut when 1 
got the bathroom arranged In what
»if/i been a dark clothes cicwft. K  
was too small for any human being to 
crawl through. Moreover, a fly acre»  
had been tacked In the window frame
Itself and left there.

As for the window opening Into the
negroes’ room, no amount of coaxing 
could persuade them to open tt In win-
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The price of The Observer b  >1.50 per 
year. 7? cento lor ais month», 50 cento lor 
tour month»—bu« if nsid in -dvaare 
accept $2.50 in full tor 2 year». Shorter 
term» than on«, year 12% ceato per mo

A Blue Mark here will aa»wer aa ta- 
query, when entered upon our calendar. 
giving the date of the paper a» the date at 
which vour current »uhacription expire».

Notice is hereby given that by virtu« I 
of an exeontiou and order of sale issued I 
out of the Circuit Court of the Bute of I

S3!Jt m s s

m eXo sell the real estate deeorlbed belew 
to satisfy the sum of $488 40, with interest | 
at 8 per eent from the 14th day of November I 
1017, and $100 attorneys fees and $18 oosts

t end disbursement _
Now, therefore, pennant to th» com­

mand» of said execution I  Will on the lk»h 
day of January, 1W8, at the hour of $ 
o’oloek p m. at the ooort house door In 
Moro, Sherman oounty, Oregon,, sell at 
public auction to the hi«b««t bidder for 
oaah in hand the following described reel 

I property: Lots three (8) and four (4 ) , to®,
I tion seven (7), towu«|>tp. foot (4) sooth of I range eighteen (IS neiirto f tke Willamette 

merldan. 8heima«fcounty. Oregon.
I Dated tb iadgthday o f November, 1917.

J. Gh MeKeau. Sheriff •
I 4t»80d21 of Sherman County, Oregon

Railroad H rrt'vrr Slowly but aurely thia order of
things is changing. T he  era of extraVB« ^ X / a u  
waste in  bnfinest and personal expenses is ne" ,n«  
end. Efficiency and economy i t  the order of the day. 

Bank depdeits are growing. . -  ,
gureaVwsy t o d S

if  possiblfl,* • -
I F  Y O U  H A V E N ’T  A  B A N K  A C C O U N T  D E ­

C ID E  T O  O P E N  O N E  T O D A Y .

Thia narrowed things aowu io w j  
own window, the only one In the fist 
open during the night Aside from 
th£ difficulty of getting to tt from the 
roof above, there was the fact that no 
one could possibly have got through 
the open upper half without stepping
or falling on my bed. g___

It  seemed that no person could have I 
got In or out of the apartment.

We gave it up.
On March 6 my other collie was miss- 

lug.
The negroes Insisted that they had 

i not let him o u t’ I  myself recalled 
having seen him when Ih a d  gone to 
the kitchen for a drink of water Just 
before retiring. I had overslept and 
was compelled to harry to the office. ’ 

It  was not until night that I  learned 
I the fate of gay second dog. He had
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the owner of a farm, who threatened verg 
them with an action for trespass If ga 
they set foot on hla land. ant

It was old Ranaome who had lived I ||Tei 
on that farm since he was born and war 
was now over sixty years old. Boy L>Oe< 
end man, he had been known as stingy I thre 
and mean, and no one had ever dealt I to 1 
.with him a second time. Hla wife waa I tun 
atx>iit like him In her disagreeable way. I It  
The two seldom or never disagreed sow
with each other, but they disagreed OI7  

. _ , mlc
with everybody else.

The town of Scovllle wanted that I 4 
railroad and wanted It built at once, I 
but there was old John blocking the ■ 
way and his old wife backing him up. I °
I t  must cross his eighty acre farm to 111 
reach the town. The surveyors argued ‘ 
and coaxed, but It was of no use. I *

The railroad finally guarded «a «ur- 
veyors and the line was run, but that • ’J 
was only the beginning of the fight U  
It  collected Its forces and^egan tbe ™  
grading. Old John was out there with 1111 
his gun and his wife was there with a I tt®‘ 
club, but the lusty men laughed st I« “1 
them and carried them off the scene, |"®  
and In a few weeks there was the I 
hooting and tooting that the old couple I 
dreaded to hear. They would not sell, r«< 
and the railroad waited for them to l ra' 

• proix»se some sort of settlement.
There was a highway about a quar- I a 

ter of a mile to the south of the Rgn- I at 
some farm, and the" new rellroad cross- |88 
ed It at a level- The soft earth waa st 
soon gullied out by the wheels of the I 
wagons, and thia left the tracks three I w 
or four locheo above tbe surface. When J w 
old John observed this he yoked up lei
his oxen and hitched them to hla wag- no 
on snd went after a load of wood. Igl 
When he returned with It  to the cross- I ri 
Ing he atuck there. The oxen could not I 
pull the wagon across the rails. The I o 
old man sat down to patiently wait I fc 
for a train tocome along. One appear- |< 
ed In eight in about an hour and found 11 

“ Its progress blocked. I t  took all the h 
train handa and some of the pasaen- I 
gera to boot to get that wagon across 11 
the tjack. There waa faming and 11 
threatening, but old John was very - 
quiet and calm. He repeated thia per- • 
forma nee once a day for a week. Then 
the railroad put down planks and tbe 
scheme was defeated. r * v-s |

“Well, we’ll have to try some other 
trick,” sold tbe old folks to each other. 
And as a result of their planning they 
went out at night with a big pall of 
Soft soap and smeared the rails for a 
distance of thirty rods. The next train 
that came that way did not whlxa past;
It stood still and whlxaed, and It took 
the best part of an hour and a barrel 
of sand to make the wheels go round 
again and have a grip on the rails.

Old John waa arrested f<* this soapy 
trick, but they could prove nothing 
against him, and he was discharged 
from custody. A fter this a new at­
tempt was made to bring about a set­
tlement, but It  waa doomed to failure 
from the atari. Then came another 
adventure. Old John cut the grass In 
hla meadow, and while drawing it to 
the barn to store away he drove across 
the track at a point on hla own farm  
and a wheel somehow coiue off tbe 
wagon and dumped hay and vehicle In 
a grand heap. There waa Just time to 
get the oxen out of the way when a 
locomotive of a freight train plunged 
Into tbe mesa. Hay and splinters flew 
over half the county, and the Whole 
train waa derailed at a coat of many 
thousand dollars to the company.

There were two lawsuits begun Im  
meillately, one by the company to 
make the old man damages and
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well aa outside. -D onot 
allow food poisons to ac­
cumulate in your bowels.

which are sure to follow. 
Keep yourself weB. sa 
thousands of others do, 
by taking, when needed, 
a dose or two of the old, 

tamt-
D E A L E R S  IN

L im e , P las ter, C em ent. B« 
Supplies, Lum ber, W ood, 
Cedar Posts, and H ay.

manufacturers of

reliable, vegetable, 
ly liver medicine.

FLOURMrs. Maggie Bltdaoe, 
Osawatomie. Kan., aaya? 
’ •Black-Draught cured
x s f s s s e S T w ’ h i *
¡¡Shing had been able to 
help. 1 was also a slave 
to stomach trouble .  • •  
Everything I  ate would 
sour on my stomach. I Spec ia l Rates 

NEW HOTEL PERKINS
Fifth and Washington Sto.ilrainrht Should be OO y S h e l f .  O «tapack­

age today, price 25c. 
One cent a dose.

¥ W ,, , Room with privilege of bath, »ingle, 
75c up; double $100 up 

Room with private bath, »ingle $1.50 
up; double $2.00 np.

Auto Meet» Train». Street car» from 
Union Depot paaa our door». 

Transfer at 5th and Gliaan »treeto from 
North Bank Depot.

Western Electric 
Farm Lighting Plant MULTNOMAH HOTEL

P O R T L A N D , O R E G O N  ___

Trembling, almo#! taint with «ne 
sudden let down from lh«^ «train of 
unseeing fc»r. I turned out the light 
agnin and »tarted l»a< k to my vigil Is 
the front room.

I reached my own bedroom
My blood auddsuly froze with horror.
Never had 1 aeon 11 before in tha 

years 1 had lived In that aulì, but 
now—

A large aquars of light, aa the mooq 
peered through the angle of tbe v 
shaped fcmrt, lay fu ll over the pillow  
of my bsdf < 7

This I .  what a Western £l«c 
trie Lighting Plant on jour

In v ite s  th e  P e o p le  o f M o ro  
a n d  o f  S h e rm a n  C o u n ty
.4̂4 * 'W a

to  e n jo y  i ts  fa c i l i t ie s  
w h e n  in  P o r t la n d

one by Old John to collect tha worth of 
a wqgon and a Ion of hay. The rail­
road folks could not show any aeheme 
on hla part and waa the loaer In Its 
suit A Jury also held that an en­
gineer who would slam bang Into a 
load of hay In broad daylight should , 
be held responsible, and Old John got 
about three times the value of the 
pr<>i<erty destroyed. -• - 1„

By and by when tbe pumpkin eeeaon 
had come old M r. Ranaome kindly 
permitted a passenger tratn to run Into  
a wagonload of them—that la, hla oxen 
stopped to rest when the wagon was 
halfway oyer the track. H e  waa beard 
Shouting at them at the top of hie voice 

"and seen to flourish hla gad In an ex­
cited manner, but be waa forced to ee- 
ca|»e to save hla own life  Pieces of 
thoN« pumpkins were, picked up mile* 
away, and a week Mfter the wagon 
was wrecked again, and one of the 
oxen wan converted Into fresh beef. 
Here wna groundwork for another 
law su it and the Jury decided that any 
railroad that would strive to lessen the 
pumpkin crop ought to pay for It right 
smartly.

I t  la very probable that the old 
conple might have returned to the soft 
soap trick tf they had been given more 
time, but fate willed It otherwise. 
They were coming home from a call on 
a neighboring farm, and It waa a 
gusty, rainy night. As they ‘aptffheCh- 
ed the rroeatng they saw the light of a 
locomotive approaching, but defiantly 
kept on their way and were struck afld 
hurled Into a field and both Instantly 
killed. No one In Beeville was mean 
etiongh to say they were glad of It. but 
the R. and B. railroad saw Its chance 
and moved quickly. Before It co«M he 
sued by the heirs It went Into court 
agalnet Itself and was legally permit­
ted to settle tbe claim for $5.000: ”  

They asy that the ghtiata of old Kan
aome and hie wife haunt tbe farm

place will mean to you:

N o  dark  nights.
N o  gas to exp lo d e .

N o  pressure tank to b low  up. 

N o  w ater to carry.
N o  lam ps to fill.

N o  matches to burn.
N o  sm oky chim neys to clean. 

T w i  a Switck anywhere day ar night

Over the Mark.
-Does he aim at reallam In the sto­

ries be writes?"
“He may aim a t tt, but he doeen t hit 

within a mlllloo miles of I t "
“How*a that?" ____
-Thehero< Wata«t»to«TWe spend

thrift Bcotehman.’ Houston Poet

HO EXCUSE FOB “AIH’T.’’
«h« Were* Centreetlee I«

One more crime was, however, to nn- 
Ish tbe dark list. It  came a month 
after the old men’s death.

My old* mammy was killed—stabbed 
through the heart—on tbe 28tb day of 
October.

The dagger with which the stabbing 
had been done In old Dinah’s case gave 
no clew. It  had lata, with several oth» 
er rather grewaome curtoe. on tha mah. 
tel of my room after serving aa 

I evidence In the conviction of a bad 
Sirillau.

The murderer of my aged servant 
bad picked It np and need t t . .

The month after the death of the old 
man I got only half my accustomed 
sleep. ’ I had not been to bed on ached- 
ala time th four weeke-nntil the’Very 
night which proved fatal to the na* 
groea. V

Tbe eight weeks that followed were 
I even worse. I wee distracted, almoet 

a madman, over the Wafiling end hide­
ous mystery.

At the end of that time 1 was forced 
to admit that we were deiented. There 
was no real clew of any sort.

Of one thing we were all convinced 
-tb e  crimes were committed by e k i­
netic. A motiveless crime la almoet al 
ways the-deed of a roadman.

But where waa the madman? Waa 
thia hl» only madneaa—a desire to out- 
wit tbe chief of detectives^

I I do not know what It wag that

was not light, save at the front, a  
V shaped court admitted air to the two 
bedrooms and a little sunlight over the 
higher building next us In the middle 
of a few summer days.

On tbe night of Feb. 5 I retired as 
xanal. though I  bfffi been particularly 
.vri.ught up over the mystery which eo 
completely baffled ell our effort« I t  
solution. ’ I

I  was awakened by the wild cries of 
the old negreae. Before I could get 
Into my bathrobe end «Uppers I heard 
her husband shouting for me at my I 
door. I  hurried oof to the kitchen.

One of my colllee had been strangled 
Afterward, apparently, the perpetrator 
of (he deed had used a reaor to etaah 
tha body In as detailed a copy of the J 
rutting of the murdered child as could 
be accompllebed an a hairy animal.

As I have said, there wae only one 
entrance to the bouee-et the front 
Thia wae of small couacqueoce. any­
how, for 1 knew little of the Inmates, 
any one of whom might be e criminal. 

To my apart meats there were a front
and a rear entrance from tbe stair 
well. On these doora were heavy 
bolts, as well aa double lock«. The 
lock» were all fastened with the key« 
Inside In the morning, and neither of 

. tbe holts waa open. This took care of 
I the doors. _
| j l y r s  w tr*  three Jront and two rear

It  le Abe«* „  .
t h .  la o lU b  L .o o — 0 *

•A in ’t"  to aa Improper abbreviation
of “are not" Brltlah writer« spell M 
-a*n’t," which pcopeaty Indlcatee Its , 
derivation. American« maka tt an to
dnl,. wto« “  2 ” 2?.and “to not," as well as tor "are not 
I t  to unqueetiooably tbs worst Inatance 
of atovanMneaa la the common epeecn
of today. —  ; _____

Tot It  to by n o to ^ M
even common oaa*' 5 * ™  ***
■tonally from «oRttsfl Rtttf 
a Jar to tha enuaetaton *rsB ns to 
the bearer But tha habitual naer of 
“ain 't** to careless ot re fin « « « * ’ He 
may tto an estoOtott «ttoen asrer
toats biS wtfa to to ^ to c iff^  P g  
there to likely
about him somewhere. For “alaT* to 
needtosa. ts  ** *  $» eacdpbonooa I t  
fllto no voM ano suRRltoh Wti to sA ’ 

Bngllah obeervoto bsaaptotn a »m o b  
lonely of the toxnens of 
speech. American .observers who have 
ttotened to the mervnle of I^ncneM re  
Yorkshire, Devonshire and other shire 
dialects ere todtnefi to Ttoent toy  * *  
sumption of British superiority. But 
tt to none the less desirable to «UmJ, 
oate our own linguistic etna, end °  
thee» "s ta V  to toe flstoerabta-

H. Hr Cloutier,Eric V. * Hauser, Owner

laltber-Iillians l it  ti
4 ■ •

The Dalles, Oregon.
Agent for W aaceaU  Skcrmaa Counties WHEN YOU TRAVEL

’ B Y  AUTO  
and V IS IT  T H E  D A LLES

STO R E YOUR CAR
’ In  the concrete, recently com plete, 

ro o m y  garage of W a lth e r W il l ia m e  C o m i 
w o rkm an  always ready to he lp  you in any  
least expense to  you: F o r  any service rei 
w ill a lw ayt be reasonable.

" W E T  I f  you have deposit» of
limewone, magnetite,
chrome, mang«ne»e, nlica, ™
alkali, »end in and
for free teW. We can handle com
mercially workable depo»if».

(MA. aim. m»w< * * WALTHER-WILLIAMS GARAGE
T H E  D A LLE S , -  -  OREGON..
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