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meet the growing needs of the nation.
From reports received here it seems
as though almost every commercial or-
ganization and business interest in the
country were engaged in studying the
railroad guestion. The Chamber of
Commerce of the United Btates has

gaged in study of the problem and
have indicated a desire to come here
and present their views. National or-
ganizations of manufacturers, lumber-
men, coal operators, wholesale and re-
tail dealers, have expressed through
resolutions their desire for the unifica-
tion of the system of railway regula-
tion. The National Industrial Traffic

indorsed exclusive federal regulation
providing it is accomplished in such a
way as to givp full and
prompt adjustment in matters relating
to transportation within the states.

Many Intersets Studying Problem.
All these organizations represent pri-
marily the shippers of the country, but
they are not the only ones who are
taking a hand in the discussion. The
investors of the nation, through their
own asgociations and through commit-
tees representing the savings banks and
other financial organizations, are pre-
paring to show the necessity of improv-
ing rallroad credit and protecting the
rights of those whose money is Invest-
ed in rallway securities. Finally the
rallroads themselves, being vitally con-
cerned in the imprevement of existing
conditions, are planning to submit their
views through their executives, oper-
ating officials and traffic experts and
to asfert their willingness to accept far-
reaching federal regulation along lines
that will enable them to attract capits]
and to provide the facilities needed for
thé prompt and efi¢ient handling of
the country's transportation business.
Main Trouble ls Téo Many Masters.
Not all of these interests are in ac-
cord as to the remedies that should be
adopted. There seems to be a general
agreement, however, that many of the
difficulties which confront the railroads
and which make it impossible for them

i attacks.

“lon the right flank a still nearer ap-

£ v

General Mangin, the French com-
mander who recently drov@ the Ger-
mans back at Verdun.

BRIEF WAR NEWS

Minor engagements only are report-
ed from the Russian front in Galicia
and from Macedonia.

In attacks along the Transylvanian
frontier, Teutonic troops have drivem
ahead in the face of strong counter

Except for a French attack on*tho
new German lings ow -Dead Man hill,
near Verdun, which was repulsed,
there is little activity along the front
im France. )

The Teutonic line of advance from
the Wallachian plain now lies well to
the north of Rimnik Sarat, on the rail-
way from Buzeu to Fokshani, while

proach has been made to Bralla, the
rnuube granary, which is one of the
main objectives of Von Mackensen

cept at the village of Rakel, which
has been occupied by them. British
armed motor cars, says Petrograd, did
great execution in this fighting.

SHORT NEWS NUGGETS

A Vienna dispatch announces the
death of Eduard Strauss, the compos-
er of dance music.

The record time for passing a ship
through -the Panama canal has been
lowered to six heurs and 20 minufés.

The coronation of Emperor Charles
and Empress Zita, of Austria, as king
and gqueen of Hungary took place in
8t. Mathey church at Budapest.

Argentina's wheat harvest this year
will be one of the poorest the country
has ever seen, due to injury by drouth
and locusts, according to consular re-
wmr

Five hundred gallons of fine whis-
kies, wines and-beer were poured into
a city water wagon at Phoenix, Ariz.,
and the sgtreets of the business section
sprinkled with the liquor.

Denial that Gréat Britain has agreed
to furnish Japan, after the war, with
six battleships as part of the price of
Japanese participation in the conflict,
was made at New York in a cable
measage from the Japanese govern-
ment,

David Caplan, last of the four al-
leged dynamiters -brought to trial for
the " destruction of the Los Angeles
Times building October 1, 1910, and
the death of 20 men, was sentenced
to ten years in San Quentin penitem-
tiary on a charge of manslaughter.

Railroad Strike Not Imminent.

Cleveland, Ohio.—Warren 8. Stone
and W. @. Lee, heads of the rallway
engineers’ and railway trainmen’s]
brotherhoods, declared that it is high-
ly improbable that there will be an
immediate strike ag a result of the
rejection by the managers’ committee
of their demands that the Adamson
law be placed in operation January 1.

Oregon Beats Pennsylvania.

Pasadena, Cal.—The west triumphed
over the east fiere New Year's day, for
the second sime in the second annual
post-season football game, when, the
husky University of Oregon eleven de-
feated the speedy and more experi-
enced University of Pennsylvania
team by a adore of 14 to 0. Yc::hmg-
ton Btate College defeated Browm Uni-
versity here last year by a like score.

Carranza Wants Pershing Recalled.
_ Washington. — Continuation of the
‘conferences of the Mexican-American
joint commission, without regard tg
the quéstion of withdrawing American
troops from Mexico, is proposed by
General Carranza In his message re-
fusing to ratify the Atlantic City pro-
tocol. Coupled with this suggestion,
however, 1s & new appeal for recall of
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the country desired
not include legiti-
guarantee of se-

that the present

strife was pd, provoked and de-
clared by and Austria-Hun-
gary, and ny made no ef-
fort to WiAg Bbput a pacific solution

France and
The Ge rtures are described
as a cale Ptumpt to influence

of the war and to
ing a German peace.
Iso are sald to have
midating neutral pub-
lic opinion, a8 well as to stiffen opin-
: powers, “worn out

{inhabitants.”

asserted, “these over-
justify in advance in
orld a new series of
warfare, deporta-
and forced enlist-
against their
violations of neu-

NOTE NOW READY

London.~The final draft of the re-
ply of the entente allies to President
Wilson's peace npte, which already has
been approved by France and Great
Britain, has beem forwarded to Italy
and Russia and, as no changes have
been suggested thus far from those
quarters, it is not improbable the note
will be delivered to the American am-
basshdor in Paris, William G. Sharp,
without change.

L\lts present form the reply is
about the same length as the note to
the central powers and has the same
characteristics of general and guard-
ed language. One of the most impor
tant points is = differentiation be-
tween peace among the present hel-
ligerents and such future arrange-
ments as may be made for permanent
peace, the purpose being to show neu-
tral upholders of a future permanent
peace that this is attainable.

CLAIM VICTORY ON SOMME

Haig S8ays Allies Can Defeat Germans
on Western Front. )

London.—The battle of the Somme
is pictured as a sweeping triumph for
entente allled arms in a detailed re-
port by General Bir Douglas Haig,
which covers operations from July 1
to November 18. General Halg terms
the battle & triumph in which the Ger-
man western armies were only saved
from complete collapse and a declsive
defeat by a protracted peried of un-
favorable weather that prevented the
Anglo-French forces from tdking full
advantage of their successful advance.

He declares that nevertheless it
was a triumph which proved beyond
loubt the ability of the allies to over-
throw Germany “when the time
omes.” The BPBritish commander
snows himself a firm believer in the
loctrine ‘that the entemte allies can
win the war on the western front.

Madras Grabs County Records.

Culver, Or~—Seventy-five residents
of Madras, headed by Willlam 8.
U’'Ren, of Portland, attorney for the
péople of Madras in the county seat
fight with Culvet, came to Culver New
Year's day, piled the county records
in automobiles and sleds and carted
them over to Madras.

Town in Canada ls Under Martial Law

Kitchener, Ont—Following a sweep-
ing vietory at the polls of the Citizens’
league; formed when the name of the
city was changed from Berlin to Kitch-
ener with a view to reverting to the
original name, & rlot was started by
the men of the (108th battallon, who
are on furlough, and the city is under
martial law,
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PRESIDENT WANTS
RAILWAY LEGISLATION

Visits Capitol Unannounced to
. Discuss Bills to Prevent
Strikes.

Washington.—President Wilson at a
conference with Senator Newlands in
the senate office building urged the
immediate enactment of a compulsory
arbitration bill as a protection to in-
terstate commerce against railroad
strikes.

It is understood to have been agreed
at the conference that such an answer
[should be made by congress to the

latest disagreement between the
brotherhoods and the rallway man-
agers.

The president did not even permit
Secretary Tumulty to know of his
plané to visit the capitol. He tele-
phoned to BSenator Newlands and
made the appointment himself. The
chief executive is said to have ap-
proved the bill which has been drafted
and desired to urge that it be passed
with the least possible delay after
congress convenes.

Tariff Dyties on 8 Items Probable.

The advisibility of restoring tariff
duties on wool, rubber and coffee and
of increasing the present tariff on
sugar is under consideration by tréas-
ury department officials and in con-
gress as a means of averting the
threatened deficit at the end of the
next fiscal year.

The tariffs under consideration are
understood to be nominal and.deésign-
ed to provide revenue only. Rates
that would amount to a protective tar
iff are understood to be opposed by
department officials and administra-
tion leaders in congress alike.

No return to the recent stamp taxes
is contemplated in the administration
programme, officials assert. ~The un-
popularity of this form of taxation
was fully demonstrated, it is felt, in
the operation of the emergency rev-
enue legislation adopted soon after
the war.

New Reclamation Bill Is Introduced.

The firrigation of countless acres of

» arid lands, and the drainage of still
| made possible {f congress passes the

bill recently introduced in the senate
by Benator Chamberlain, of Oregon,
and in the house by Representative
Bmith, of Idaho. Whether the bill can
receive final consideration this -ses-
sion is problematical, for it is a rad
fcal departure from existing methods
of reclamation, and will probably lead
to much discussion. The probabilities
are that the bill will have to go over,
but its presentation to congress will
give the plan new publicity, and senti
ment in support of it may be develop
ed during the coming year, if the plan
is generally approved.

8-HOUR CONFERENCE ENDS

Raliroads and Brotherhoods Abandon
Effort to Reach Agreement.
New York.— Conferences between
representatives of the railroads and
the four brotherhoods of rallway em
ployes, at which were discussed the
pOssibilities of a settlement of the
eight-hour controversy, were discon-
tinued abruptly when it became ap
parent an agreement could not be

reached.

It was announced by both sides that
there would be no more meetings until
after the United States supreme court
handed down its decision on the con
stitutionality of the Adamson act.

The break came when the rallroad
representatives refused to concede-the
demands of the brotherhood chiefs for
an agreement looking toward the en
forcement of the new wage schedule,
fixed by the Adamson law, which goes
into effect January 1.

Two Take Oath as Governor.

Phoenix, Ariz. — The gubernatorial
contest in Arizona became more com-
plicated when both Governor George
W. P. Hunt, democrat, and Tob Camp-
bell, republican, claimant of the office
through the recent election, took the
oath of office. A recount of the bal
lots, which gave Campbell a slight
lead, is incomplete.

Ferris Bill Signed By Wilson.
Washington.—President Wilson has
signed the Ferris bill opening up 640
acre homesteads for stockraising and
grazing purposes. It is accounted of
great importance to the western
states.

Huge Inflow of Gold.

New York.—The Inflow of gold last
week carried the total of the year's
imports to $684,700,000. This is by
far the greatest amount of gold to
enter the United States in a single

year.

Filipino .Can't Be American Citizen.

Honolulu. — United Btates District
Judge Vaughan in a decision handed
down here holds that Fillpinos are in-
eligible for naturalization, inagmuch
as they are neither white, of African

\m nor native-born.

MRS. SKEFFINGTON

Photo by Amaerican Press Assoclation.

Mrs. F. 8. Skeffington, widow of the
Irish editor slain by the English, who
recently escaped to America with her
son.

TEUTONS PUSH BACK
ROUMANIAN LINES|

Berlin (by wireless to Sayville, N.
Y.)—The Russians defeated in eastern
Wallachia are belng driven toward the

Sereth by their pursuers, who are
pressing on elosely at their rear.
In vain did the Russians attempt to

hold the strong prepared position east
of Rimnik-8arat and pejween the Rim-

nik and Buzeu rivers. The country
was fitted excellently for defense, be-
ing covered with swamps, winding

rivulets, ponds and extensive lakes.
But again they were defeated, and
everywhere the battlefleld was cover

ed with heaps of dead Russians.
Rimnik-Sarat, in spite of a tena

clous defense, was taken with such

speed that the Russiaus succeeded

only in destroying one bridge south of
the town, while the most important
bridges across the Rimnik fell un-
damaged into the hands of the com

In the Dobrudja the Russians are
making desperate efforty to protect
the Matchin bridgehead and the Dan-
ube swamps toward Galats. However,
they were again driven back by the
Bulgarian and Turkish troops.

WILL NAME LOAN OFFICERS

Man From Each State in District to
Get Farm Bank Position.

Washington.—The farm loan board
has informed Representative Dill that
within two weeks four salaried offi
clals of the Spokane farm loan bank
probably will be named, a president
at $6000, a registrar at $4000 and sec
retary and treasurer at $3600 each.

It is planned to select one of these
officials each from Oregon, Washing
ton, Idaho and Montapa, the states
embraced In the northwest district
Numerous applications are on file, but
selections have not yet been made.
At the time these appointments are
announced the board expects also to
name the preliminary board of direct:
ors.

8 Army Aviators Make Record Flight.

Philadelphia.—Eight of the 12 army
aviators who started from Hempstead,
L. I, for this city in a qualification
test for government pilot licenses ar
rived at the Philadelphia navy yard,
completing the flight of 166 miles In
less than two hours.

Wisconsin Omits Inaugural Pomp.

Madison, Wis.—As a measure of
economy, for the first time in the his
tory of Wisconsin, the constitutidnal
state officers-elect took possession of
their respective state offices Monday
without the usual Inaugural cere
monlies.

Seven Eclipses Due in 1917.
Washington.—Four eclipses of the
sun and three of the moon, the great
est number possible in a single year,
will occur in 1917, according to a mem
orandum issued by the naval observa
tory.

THE MARKETS.

Portland.
Wheat—Club $1.42; bluestem $1.53;
red Russian, $1.40; forty-Fold, $1.46,
Barley—No, 1 feed, $37 per ton.
Hay—Timothy, $21 per ton; alfalfa,
$18.
Butter—Creamery, 34c.
g#®-Ranch, 40c.
ool—Eastern Oregon, 36c; valley,
36c. !
Hops—1916 crop, 6@9%c.
appisstions
lnﬂ}c.
Wheat—Bluestem $1.51; club $1.47;
torty-fold, $1.47; red Russian, $1.26;
fite, $1.47; turkey red, $1.53.
Barley—$37 per ton.
Butter—Creamery, 380, 2
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BAYAN AGAINST
OWNERSHIP BY
THE GOVERNMENT

Bives Newlands Tommitiee His
Views on Rallroad Control

—

COMPETITION PREFERABLE.

Federal Regulation Should Not Be Al-
lowed to Exclude Exercise of State
Authority, He Contende—Thinks Rail-
road Stocks 8hould Represent Actual

Value and Be Stable as Government
Bonds.

Washington, Dec. 11. — Willlam J.
Bryan, who startled the country ten
years ago by advocating government
ownership of raflroads, appeared be-
fore the Newlands Joint Committee on
Interstate Commerce last week in sup-
port of the claim that the states should
be allowed to retaln authority over the
regulation of all transportation lines
within their borders. Mr. Bryan ex-
plained that bhe had long regarded gov-
ernment ownership as inevitable, but
ouly because of rallroad opposition to
effective regulation.

Against Government Ownership.

“Personally 1 cannot say that I de
sire goverument ownership,” he ex-
plained, “because I lean to the indi-
vidual idea rather than to the collec-
tive idea; that is, I belleve that- gov-
ernment ownership is desirable only
where competition is impossible.”

Alfred P, Thom, counsel to the Rall-
way Executives’ Advisory Committee,
previously had presented before the
members of the Newlands Committee
asone of his reasons for urging a bet-
ter balanced and more systematic reg-
alation of rallroads the srgument that
this is the only alternative to govern-
ment ownership, Calling attention to
the restrictions imposed upon the
transportation lines by conflicting state
laws and regulations, to the practical
cessation of new construction and to the
‘Impossibility under existing conditions
of securing the new capital needed for
extensions and betterments of raflway

reasonable system of regulation that
would enable the rallroads to meét the
growing needs of the country's busi
ness the national government would
be compelled to take ovér the owner
ship of the lines with all the evils at-
tendant upon such a system.

Preservation of Competition.

Mr, Bryan, on the other hand, hoilds
that the further extension of federal
authority over the rallroads would be
a step in the direction of government
ownership. He advanced the view that
the centralization of control In the
hands of the national government
would lmpose too great a burden upon
the reulating body, would offer strong
temptation to rallroads to interfere in
politics and would encourage the gen-
sral movement toward centralization

f power [n the federal government at
he expense of the states. He sald that
e did not object to consolidations of
allroad lines so long as they did not
lestroy competition, that he knew of
16 cowplalnt against great raillway

systeins because of their size and that
he belleved that the preservation of
competition was the test to he applied
to ail consolidations.

Regulation of Securities.

Mr. Bryan declared himself in favor
of national regulation of railway stock
and bond i{ssues, but sdded that he saw
no reason why that should exclude the
states from acting on the same sub-
Ject as to state corporations. “I would
llke to see the stock of a rallroad, as
long as it 18 In private hands, made as
substantial and as ugvarying as the
value of a government bond,” be as
serted.

He suggested that railroad capitall-
zatlon be readjusted to equalize it with
actual valuation of the property rep-
resented, making due allowance for
equities, and that when this’ was done
the roads should be allowed to eamm
suficlent Income to keep thelr stock
at par and to create a surplus.
latter, he tentatively proposed, might
be allowed to amount to 25 per cent
of the capital.

Railway Earnings I..nv..
This subject of rallroad capitalization

and the' amount of rallroad earnings
recelved further attention from the

?
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‘warmed the Congressmen
| that unless they provided a falr and




