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If you do not read The Observer, why
not?

We would like to have you take it, and
we know it would be profitable to you to
become a subscriber. We send it two
ycars for $2.50; onc year $1.50; 12Mcts n
month isn't much. Try it Order by
pol:nlc.d,-ldpl" for it when you can.

Church and Society notices FREE, ex-
cept when for money making 'ﬁ:pt-u
Such notices at regular rates ol option

the paper will be ascoatioued.  But we
expect that all arrears wi.i be paid belfore
such request is made. It is easy to ask us
for a statement, which will be cheerfully
rendered at any time.

An interstate road association
has been formed by the_ states of
Montana, Idaho and Washington,
with the object of obtaining all-

year-round highways.

Attorney W. C. Bryant left
Wednesday for Salem to etlend a
meeting of the committee to in-
vestigate the County Unit System
of school administration pursuant
to senate resolution adopted by
the state senate February 16, 1915.
The other members of the com-
_mittee are Senator Hawley of
Polk, Senator Vintin of Yambhill,
Senator Bishop of Marion and
two from outside the legislature,
of whom Mr. Bryant is one. It
is intended to redraft a measure
presented at the last legislature by
which the office of county school
superintendent is made appoint-
ive instead of elective and that all
school affairs of the various coun-
ties be administered by a central
body in place of the numerous
school districts and directors as
now. _Other changes are also
contemplated in school law and

customs.
SE———

Gasoline From Oil Shales.

In anticipation of the day when,
on account of the advancing cost
of gasoline and other products ob-
tained from petroleum, it might
be found commercially profitable
to utilize some of the enormoys
supply of petroleum to be derived
from the distillation of the vast
deposits of so-called hydrocarbon
shales of the Green River forma-
tion of northwestern Colorado and
northeastern Utah, the Geologi-
cal Survey has for three years been
making field investigations of these
deposits. The examinations have
been accompanied by mapping of
the areas of hydrocarbon shales
and by field measurements and
distillation tests as will afford ori-
mary information concerning the
amount and richness of the re-
gion.

Very rough but cautious calcu-
lations indicate that the distilation
of shale from beds over 3 feet
thick in Colorado alone will yield
more than 20,000,000,000 gallons of
crude oil, from which more than
2,000,000.000 barrels of gasoline
can be extracted by ordinary meth-
ods, and a larger amount can be
secured by using the Rittman pro-

Cess.
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Court Refuses Herrick’s Claims.

Representative  Sinnott  and
Webster Ballinger, the latter an
attorney for some, of the Sherman
county settlers, went into the Uni-
ted States District of Columbia
Supreme Court and defeated the
effort of Attorney Sam Herrick
to tie up the appruprinliuullu
pay the old Sherman county
claims.

Mr. Herrick, as attorney for
some claimants, sought to enjoin
the Secretary of the Treasury from
paying his clients until he had re-
ceived 20 per cent of their respec-
tive claims. Representative Sin-
nott produced one of Herrick’s
contracts,” showing that under it
he was to receive no fee ontil 30
days after the claims had been
paid by the government.

The secretary of the treasury is
now free to pay all claims allowed
by Congréss. Herrick will have
to go into the Oregon courts to
sue for his 20 per Jcent fee, inas-
much as (he federal law limits at-
torneys to a fee oot exceeding 5

The annual contest hunt held
by members of the Moro Rod
and Gun Club was decided last
Friday in favor of the W. T. Mc-
Coy side. Promptly at 8 o’clock
the doors were closed and the
counting of points by the judges in
the presence of the two hant cap-
tains was started. Following is
the schedule of points brought in
by the two opposing sides:

McCoy Johnson

points points

Geese......... 450
Coyotes .. .. ... 1000 2000
Ravens . ..... 1250 1000
H.Owls ...... 4000 5500
Owls. .. ...... 100 700
Hawks ...... 1050 1500
Magpies . .. .- -. 8550 1650
Rabbits ... ... 12150 14850
Rats.........-. 500 200
Sparrows. ... .. 1430 5510
Weasels — 150
Porcupines —— 150
Evans .. . 6250 _
OL Belshee —_ 820
Rejected - ... .- 1050 100

Total .......36730 34330

For a time there was consider:
able feeling by some over the dis-
posal of the bag of game sent in
by M. L. Evans during the after-
noon of the hunt. Mr. Evans
did’ not expect to be in town be-
fore the count occurred and
phoned for one of his side to
come after his sack, but one of the
other side got the message and
went after the game. It happened
that the one to whom the sack
was delivered had a brother on
the McCoy side_ and Mr. Evans
confused the two. Not being
“legally swiped” it was counted
on the side Evans belonged to.
Just as the doors closed O. L.
Belshee drove up in a borrowed
auto, having been delayed by a
puncture-with his machine. His
game was at first refused because
of not arriving in time; later it
was accepted to offset the misun-
derstanding about the Evans sack
of game.

A few on Johnson'sside, before
the count, were looking for a place
to put a few bets that they had
won, with no takers.

Capt. Rutledge brought in a
young bird which some called an
American eagle and others a hawk.
It had been roosting with the
chickens in the W. M. Walker
hen house, east of Grass Valley,
for the week previous to the hunt,
The night before had been the
first occasion that it had seen nec-
essary to make a meal off a chick-
en.

The spectacular feature ot the
bunt was an auto party of hunters
shooting magpies by moonlight
on Rock creek, Gilliam county,

shortly after midnight the morn-
ing of the hunt.

Roy Benson got two rabbits with
one shot;. he saw the first rabbit
and after he shot heard a noise
like a child crying; he thought he
had shot a pupil belonging to a
school house which he could see a
short distance away. Roy said it
made him feel “‘creepy,” but when
he went toward the sound he
found asecond rabbit a short dis-
tance from the first.

0. B. Messinger declared the
day before that he would not miss
the hunt for a lot, that he had
\been working too hard shoveling
coal and needed a rest; he took
his auto along Gordon butte to
the head of Rattlesnake grade and
spent two hours or _more shovel-
ing snow when he became fast in
a large drift half way to the head
of the grade. That is all the game
Ben saw that day.

Game of all kind was scarce in
the county this year and a large
aumber who went out after it had
to come back without discharging
a shot. The best hunting was in
Gilliam county. A large bag of
game was sent in from Umatilla

county, but too late to be served
at the count.
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Different county officess,through
their various state associations, are
petitioning the state legislature to
increase their tenure of office from
two to four years. This same
measure was voted down by the
people at the 1914 election. We
might be in favor of the proposal
if the measure eliminated all elec-
tions now occuringd with those of-
fices for which a'change is wanted.
To make it consistent all 6-year
terms should be made 8 yeam,
otherwise we shall be having a
state election for the purpose of
filling one or two lonesome offi-
ces. If we retain the election ma-
chinery it might also be better to

use it for the general good of the
county. : ,
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Whe Eats the Chestauts?

When peoplg realize that no
initiative measure is proposed and
worked for by anyone unless they
have more than passing interest in
its success, and that il it should be
successful that they will benefit by
money spent L0 secure its appro-
val by the people, then will the
proper conception of what the
jnitiative is be fully waken into
consideration.
We do not wish to be under-
stood as discrediting the fact that
sisrce the initiative has been part
of the legislitive working system
of Oregon, some measures have
become laws that otherwise would
néver have had a chance. Nev-
ertheless. these same laws were
proposed and worked up mainly
by people who were receiving
good wages tor the time spent and
who were also successful in secur-
ing the assistance of others on
moral and common meeting
ground.
Yet it should be considered by
all that those who appeal to the
initiative to boost their schemes,
good or otherwise, are simply ap-
pealing to a body of people lik-
ened to a legislature composed of
so many elements that the immen-
sity of numbers precludes the
study necessary to intelligént dis-
crimination.
We have in mind a few in this
county who were actively inter-
ested in the tax limitation mecas-
ure voted on last month. They
contended it would reduce taxes
and the reduction of taxes caught
their fancy. It does yet. Our
contention was that it would in-
crease taxes and be of no direct
benefit to the people at large. We
believe it will yet work that way.
Because of the new tax limita-
tion law it is noticed that some
component part of nearly every
county in the state is talking of the
issuance of bonds with which to
raise money to finance their obli-
gations ordinarily taken care of
by a tax. This goes on up from
school districts and cities to the
state government and bears oul
our contention that the measure
is and was primarily a measure]
forcing the issuance of bonds with
which to secure the financing of
the affairs of the different depart-
ments of the state and counties.
‘The isuance of bonds under
the tax limitation measure was a
carefully planned procedure. As
can be proven by the fact that

tax that can be levied for the pay-
ment of interest on bonded in-
debtedness. It Wwas forseen that
bonds had to be voted; that they

not, would be satishied with the
saving of a tax levy that in turn
must be levied for the interest on
bonds for money secured to do
the work that the original tax
would have performed if the tax
had been legal.

————————

Debate Dates are Set.

In a few days debaters from 67
Oregon high schools will be hard
at it Many teams have been
working for weeks on this year’s
subject, which is: .

“Resolved that Oregon should
adopt a health insurance law em-
bodying the essential features of
the Standard Bill of the American
Association for Labor Legisla-
tion.”

The league officers intend that
the debates within the districts
shall be ended in time to permit
final dual debates among winners
on February 2. Elimination of
schools is very rapid under the
district plan of organization.

The top two teams will debate
for the University of Oregon ecup.
which carries the league champi-
onship, at the University of Ore-
gon at Eugene next May. Crook
county high school at Prineville,
holds the cup at present. The
schedule for this district, designa-
ted as the Upper Columbia fol-
lows: ~

Janvary 26—Triangular (nega-
tive team travels): Prineville vs.
Culver; Madras vs, Prineville;
Culver vo. Madras; Wasco vs,
Moro; The Dalles vs. Wasco;
Moro vs. The Dalles. Final dual
g;bate. among winders, February

———
The new auto license tags are
being delivered to owners in the
county. The first shipment of
tags to leave Salem included all
pumbers up to 8200, filled 132
mail sacks, weighed more than
8000 pounds and cost a jitney to
| each tag for postage. ;
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there is no limit to the amount of| on

would be voted; and that the peo- | )5
ple who pretend o think, and do|°

sell at a bargain @
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man’s room will have a Christ-
mas tree in the high school room
Friday ‘afters pon, Dec, 22.
The Bogy’ and girls’ basket palk
teams will play the boys’ and girls
teditis” of Grass Valley at Grass
Valley Felday eve, Dec. 22.

The deli ting teams are making
slow progress, and as the debate
comes three weeks after Christmas
it does no !ook very favorable.

Abbie Mortensen has been out
of school for some time helping
her folks meve to Monkland. She
is expected back in school after
the holidays.

A play im been sent for and
will be given by the M. H. S. stu-
dents after Christmas.

To OU{W and Friends.

Thinking that possibly we might
not-be able fo reach, by personal
interview, all of our friends and
customers, we take this means of
advising you that we' have sold
our general merchandise business
at Kent to ‘Mr. J. H. Wilson and
Mr. B. M. Sias, who will conduct
the business under the trade name
of The Kent Trading Company,
and will take over the business on
January 1, 1917. We will close
our store on Saturday night, the
23d of December, and the same
will be kept closed until we take
inventory of the stocks of mer-
chandise and transfer the plant to
our Successors.
In view of the fact that the store
is to be closed for several days
after Christmas, we would suggest
to our customers that they so ar-
range their shopping that they be
not inconvenienced by the fact of
our closing .for inventory. We
wish to *hank you for the loyal
support you have given us during
all 'of the years we*have been lo-
cated at Kent, and if we have ever
failed you irf any point we trust
that yvou wilk overlook -that fact
and remember it against us no
more. We trust that you will ac-
cord our successors the same loyal
support you have given us.

"Again thanking you for your
friendship and help, we beg to re-
main, Very truly yours,

Kent Commercial Co.

By Louis J. Gates, propietor.
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Deafness Cannot Be Cured

by loecal mlhﬂkn& as they cannot reach
the dise portion of the ear. There Is

deafness, and that is
by constitutional remedies Deafness Is
caused by an inflamed condition of the mu-

cous liningyof the Tube. When
this tube infamed you have a rumbling
sound or im ot and when It is

entirely closed,
unless the Infismmation can
and this tube rest

tton, hearing will be

We will give

‘nee of Deafness catarrh) that
cannot be cured s Catarrh
Eend for ciroulars, free.
F.J. CH ©0., Toledo, Ohlo.
Bold bﬁ .
Take Hall's for constipation.

Bargain in Registered Stock

A number of young Polan-
China pigsy eligible to register, are
offered tor sale at $12.50 each.
For particulars inguire of J. T.
Ashby, Grass Valley, Ore.

Brown Leghorn Reosters.

A few Brown Leghorn thoro-
bred roosters for sale at a reason-
able price. Wrtite or phone to
Clarence Sparling.

Moro, Oregon.

31d22

Farm Land Barnll

160 acres half mile from town;
149 acres in mer fallow;
acres seeded; nge ready to
drill. The crop on this place will

nearly pay for t land at present
srices.  Price acre, with
1000 cash and in the fall of

1917; terms on balance to suit pur-
chaser. Inquireof -,
Alex Hunter, Moro, Ore.

Notice of Sale of Stray.

Come to my place near Klon-
dike, in Sherman county,Oregon,
a red heifer, age  be a year-
ling and a 2-year-old, has left ear
cut “V" on point,
brands. »
The owner of the above de-
scribed animal is hereby notified
to call for the same, prove prop-
erty, pay charges, and take it away.
Otherwige it will

vided by law attl

in this advertisen
est bidder for cash |
the forenoon of Tue
2, 1917, V. R. R
2d22 | , Klond:

suit. Two 'l

fine location, cal
pleasant home,
add . 2 5

$50.00 Reward.

- -
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§] Peace and Goodwlill
@[ HERE is a tinge ot sadness

year because Peace is not world-
wide.

We of America have much to
be thankful for.

-

e o ] mt‘?w@ - W
S bW 0 \

in the Christmas season this

May we use our

81 peace and prosperity to such good
M4 advantage that it may be main-, |
tained indefinitely.

Please accept our hearty good

1 will and best wishes tor the season,

A reward of $50.00 will be]
raid to any person or persons
urnishing evidence of the viola-|
tion of any provision of the pro-
hibition law in Sherman couhty |
sufficient to warrant an indictment |

TUM-A-LUM LUMBER

¥
N

by the Grand Jury. C. M, Hud- | Sesstunmm

dleston, District Attorney.

nderaking Soples |

—Caskets and Robes always on

orde any time.

Travelers at Bipgs

Should try our famous chick- |
en plate dinner; all kinds of nice
sandwich, pie, cake, good coffec.

illard Lunch Counter

ljvng Automobile Service

o or from any point, partic-
ularly Sherman county. Experi-

chat | anced driver and car always ready. E
Phone me at my expense from| §
any place. Reasonable chargcs.f

with plenty of time given com-l
mercial men to ‘‘make” towns.:t ‘¢ Ba

GEORGE ELLARD,
Grass Valley, Oregon. | |

Mortgage Loans
On Improved
Farms

At the Towest rates and
on long time. Repay-
able in such instalments |
as the borrower may
wish. Liberal prepav- [}
ment terms arranged. 1
No commissions charged. '}
Loans closed promptly. ||
Mortgages purchased.

WM. MacMASTER }

701 Corbett Bldg. !
PORTLAND, - OREGON. |

no visible} |

hand; special supplies and caskets |
.-J: y :

Sam Brisbine, Moro, Oregon. |
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ON'T eca
rency. you do
great evils. Omeis

around a great amount of cur-
ou are beset by two

temptation to spend

readily. A man with $100 in currency in

his
with little currency.

pocket is freer to s

nd than the man
Je is more apt to

break a ten dollar bill than he is to draw

u ten dollar check.

The other evil is the bait offered to thieves. A 10an
who is known to carry a large sum of money in his
ossession never can tell when he will be et upon by a
Eighwaymun. The wealthiest men in the country sel-

dom carry large amounts of cash.

When you accumu-

late a goodly amount of currency deposit it in the bank

at once.

THAT IS THE SAFEST PLACE FOR IT.

nk of Moro™:

MORO, OREGON

-
.

IF YOU=

GET THE

HABIT

of coming to this store

for your

Furniture, H ardware,
W’agons,' Buggies
and Farm Implements

you will not only find it a habit hard to
break, but one that you will not want to

break.

We have many customers who have con-
tracted that habit, and they are glad of it. ~

Won't you get the habit? We are prepared
to make it very much to your advantage.

At least, come in and let us “show you.”

COLEMAN & C0.

MORO, OREGON .
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