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Bits of Byplay

By Luke McLuke
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Paw Knows Everything.
Willle—Paw. what is the way of the

(ransgressor?
Paw—About fourteen. ounces to the

pound, my son.

Miss Peadleton’s
Pendant

e——

Tragedy Turns to Comedy
When Lost Jewel Is Found.

“Aunt Rebecea's pendant?” gasped
Elsle. “Has anything happened to 1t¥”
“Lost!" moaned Annpe.
“You had it on when you came home.
You know we were admiring it as we
came upstairs. Tell me about it, Anne.

= - = -

Eisle put an arw avoniid the nhaq

bling gir. s
“1 nm porvy, dear.” she sal) contrite-
ly, “but I dou't kmow what to belleve.
I am so gfraid of Aunt Rebecca's an-
ger. She Is so eccentric. you kpow,
and the pendant was the upple of her.
eye—an heirloom in the t‘mll,t and her
most valuahle possession. | was sur-
prised that she offered it 1o you." :
“It was sweel of her—and to think I
have lost it!"” quavered Anne. 1 ought
pot to have worn it, for | can neverre-
place it.”
They were inside Aune's room now,
and Elsje had closéd the door.

posing fgue o evening attire.
Miss Pendigtin o« she now was. bud-
died In o gy fiannel bathrobe. with

mll'o_(- ite hair back there on
bu decidedly at a disad-
vantere; 2 -

|ha voaliged fbis in the some moment
thet b= "Rl of n doren people com-
there was, M
Rebecca's appearance—
banging down from el-
fer thin dips? Not two
‘something that glisten-
i on either side of her

odd a

what was tk
ther side of
dark ’
ed and dang
um vesly :-\!

Mr, Peudleton gasped. -

“My dear Begk¥. do you mean to say
that you weut to sleep with that .pen-
dant in your mough?” he demanded.

“Of course. 1 bave done It before
when I've bLeen too tired to put It

e T e

tignality she spurned. SBbe had spent
enough of her life “In civilization to
beecome familiar with good manuers
aud enough mme In the west to cause
her to practice them only when it suit-
ed ber ewn sweet will,

hearing the story and giving his daugh-
ter the usual scolding upon one of her
snusual pranks, decided to give the
police the opportunity, if it o€curred,
to get in a eriminal who was bent on

Weuft! quick!” away. And tell me what burgiar | The eastern country home of the Mid- | paking a dishonest livin would have known that Luella was
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|_+ And yet we hate to duck it; the bed and brushed the tears from ing place?” cred with virgin timber. Georgla was la: 16: ';l" : (:r*t ;e?x oy w' she was accepting him in her beart .
o8 ‘ ' ! . mused oursely usua
’ ‘nt::: ml:k:I::: ;:41::“_ ne:‘:e:“el;mow it was perfectly dear of Miss Pendieton gitnced triumphantly |33 much «t hum.e Wl 4 §otSt's Dhek & !‘:ll :boul 11 ¢'clock, when.:'::ll went Heagy osrd her worda, but Sew. net
—Luke McLuke in Cincinnati Enquirer. | 7 7o 1 ca to insist upon m around at thelf chagrined coum'e- [on her feet and scoured the country | o L " Ul il thnt all Mgt | Their deuial. He had received a busi- /
your Aunt Rebecca to I y DanCes, monnted and alone. When ber father S rpoig ness offer in a distant city and wished !

This story, too, so gray with age
Your risibles may vex;
A man gets nothing when at last
He passes in his checks.
—~Memphis Commercial Appeal

Luke Is Neutral.

There's one thing nbout Mr. McLuke
in the Cincinnati Enquirer. He Is Im-
partial. Women get their punishment
as well as the sterner sex.—New York
Evening Telegram.

Woman.
A woman's wants make most men grin.
She's always on the jump;
She's elther trying to get thin
Or trying to get plump.

Yes, but Whaddy Ya Mean?

No sickness and deaths to report this
wod.ulthubentoohottorthe
doctors to travel.—Bell (Tenn.) Bent)
nel

More Trouble.
Luke McLuke in the Cincinnati En-
quirer says mosquitoes like musical

|

Something else to blame on your
peighbor's phonograph.—Zanesville (0.

wearing the diamond pendant, because
I have no jewels of my own, but I have
been frightened all evening about Ik
There has been scarcely a moment
since she clasped the chain about my
neck that I have not thought about It
A bundred times during the evening
my hand flew up there to see If It Was
safe. | am glad I'm poor, Elsle. 1
should be worried to death Iif | bad
jewels to care for!

“] wore it home. You remember we
were telking about it As we came up-
stalrs. As soon as 1 reached my room
1 took off the meckiace and placed it
on the dressing table 1 was going to
hide it under my pillow until morning.
when I could return It to Miss Pendle-
ton.

“] was dreadfully sleepy and threw
myself down on the sofa for a moment
before undressing for bed. I could not
have slept more than ten minutes, for
I glanced at the clock before 1 lay
dﬁx and the sound of the big hall
cl chiming 3 awoke me.

“My first glance was toward the
dressing table. The pendant was gone!
Elsie, 1 have searched every inch of
my room, and 1 cannot find & trace of
it” Now Anne abandemed berseif to
the misery of the moment

Elsie got up and slipped into a dress-
ing gown and slippers. :

“Come, let us go to your room.” she

L5

‘WHERE DID THAT COME FROM?" CRIED
ANNLIE, POINTING 10 THE PENDANT.

bédchamber, with (he result that she
finally threw herself into a chale and
held out despairing hands,

“Was your door unlocked 1"

“Yes, and you can see that the dress-
ing table ls pear the door. Perhaps
“Wome thiéf has followed us home and
secreted himself [ the house.  Had
we not better arouse your father and
loue#f the men and have a search
pee~4 =

“There Is nothing else to do,” said
Elsie wearily, “although a thief from
outside the iouse would bave had plen-
ty of time to get away.”

Anpe's face flushed.

“Then you still consider.that Rod

They looked af Miss Rebececa’'s grim
countenance, and not one of them could
contradict her. '

Oune by one they went back to their
rooms until ouly Elsie I"endleton. Aune
and Rod Fairman were left in the cor-
ridor. Miss Rebecea had retired ug:.in
to her chamber with the diamond pen-
daut safe in her possession.

Elsle kissed Anne feunderly, aond
Anne felt hot tears on the girl's lashes,

“l am sorry, dear, for you know
what,” she whispered, and then she
added bravely: “]l was jealous. Anne.
and 1 am glad you are to be happy. It
s a greater possession than money or
even Aunt Rebeeea’s pendant.”

S

Origin of Wedding Ring.
The following thought on the mar
riage ring 18 well expressed: - -
And as this round
Is nowhere Tound
To flaw or else to sever;
Bo let our love
A endlers prove,
ST And pure as gold forever
The origin of the wedding ring is In-
teresting and dates back to.the pagans.
The ring is worn on the fourth finger
of the left band, because it was an-
clently belleved that a small artery ran
from this finger to the heart. £
There is an old proverb on the sub-

stupzostcd her taking her groom with
ber she repiled: “No, thanks. | have
no mind to dring sorrow on my dear
papa‘s hoad by exposing myself to the
blaudisbwents of a good lookling stable-
man. I'd rather run the risk of a cow-
boy.” Bince it was well known that
when any lovemaking was In the wind
Miss Georgls was the aggressor this
statement was taken for what it was
wurth.

One day the cook and chambermaid
fell out and left the premises short of
gervams., [ came down to breakfast
to find Miss Georgia In the kitchen
in spotless white, a paper cap on her
heénd, handling the cooking utensils
with the handiness of & chef.. The
costume was very becoming,- and L
complimmented her on her appearance
im it.

“That’s the reason | put it on,” she
sald. “I've plenty of old clothes that
gerve the purpose better, but-l wouldn't
look as well in them.” .

By such frank speeches Georgla won
the confidence of those about her, but
there was usually a method in them.

Having prepared an excellent break-
fast, it suddenly occurred to this way-
ward" young lady to have a ride on
her cob about the grounds in her cook’s
costuine.” Bke usually rode astride;
but, not having on her bloomers on

shoukl be turned off at 12, The rob-
bery was to be cowmitted at 1. 1
tuined off my ‘light at the appointed
time nnd sat In the dark In my clothes,
My room overlooked the outhouse
where the Indder that the burglar was
to use was kept, and the window
through which he was to enter was on
the same sile of the house. Shortly
before 1 o'clock | began a watch npon
the outbouse. Imt when ten minutes
alfter the appointed time had elapsed
and all was guiet 1 made up my mind
that 1t wus Georgin who had been
fooled fustead of the criminal.

At seventeen minutes of 2, when |

was- about to give up the watch and
go to Led. 1 saw a figure stealing to the
outbouse. The door had been plirpose-
ly left ajar by the police, who were In
a room overfooking the outhouse. I
saw the figure carrying something
which | presuimed to be thé ladder,
though 1t was too dark to discern what
it was, and by his wotlons [ knew that
he was raisiug one end against the
bouse.. Then L saw hhm slowly mount
the rounds.

1 had left my door open so that 1
could look luto the hall apd now went
to take position at the doer. It was
not a mipute, though it seemed longer,
after this change that the electric lights
on that floor were turned on, the po-

to learn if Luella would marry him.

Loella was a bit surprised that
Henry should have taken her reply so
serlously, should bave bowed. though
reluctantly, to what he consldered the
inevitable. He left her without a mwur
mur, and ghe was somewhat fearful
that he might not give her an oppor-
tunity to recall her refusgl. Bhe had
balf a mind to call him Lack. But ha!f
a mind Is not a whole mind, and she
let him go, eypecting the next time she
| met him to draw hiip to another pro-
posal by those winning ways she un-
derstood how to apply.

She did not se¢ Henry for several
days, then she was greatly shocked to
hear that he had gune to another city
to engage In business and make it his
bome. Why she did vot write him to
tell him that her refusal of him was
only temporary does not gppear. Per-
haps it was for the same reason that
the myriads of other temporary re-
fusals nre net recalled. A woman must
wait for a first proposal, and it Is equal-
Iy obligutory for him to wait for a
secoud.
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] .
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asky

“AUNT REBBOCA'S PENDANT!” GASPED EL-
SIE ""HAS ANYTHING HAPPENED TO ITT"

hurriedly:

“What's mattbr? House afire?”
_Anpe told him in a few words.

“The .deuce! Becky will be cut up
over this. Never mind, Anue. - you

“How's a man to know you won't
give him away?" he said presently.

“He doesn’t know it. He's got to go In
on faith. “If he wants to be treated
right he must do the right thing by his
h.lpel‘." . 1 -

to show this by my bearing and not by
words. The ruse was snccessful. and In
time | married her,

1 am happy to say that since our mar-
riage my wife has behaved herself to
my entire satisfaction. She plays no

the day he had left her,

“Why, Mr. MacMillan!” she exelailm-
od. “What a long .time since T have
seen you!"

“I've not been in this town since 1
saw you last,” he sald.

!
!
!
!

who leads all her classes in the couldn't heip it, my dear. Run away p* . s
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