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This humorons tale, written
in McCutcheon’s bast wein, is
faultless in its morals, despite ifs
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HE pext morning, bright and
early, Mr. Alfred Rodney, a
telegram in his hand, charged
down the hall to Mra Med
eroft’'s door, With characteristic far
west \mpulsiveness he banged om the
door. A sleepy voice asked who was
there
“It's me—Rodney. Get up. [ -want
to see Medcroft. Say, Roxbury, wike
up™

“Dpstairs? What the deuce Is be
dolng upstairs T
“He's—he's slec)ing!
what's the matter?”
't this Mr. Lederoft's reom?” -

Do tell me

betrayed agitation.

“My dear Edith. dont get excited
1 bave a telegram from”—

She vitered a shriek,

“He’s been assassinated!
bury”

“What the dev— Are you crasy? It's
a telegram from™—

“Oh, heavens! | knew they'd kill him;

Oh, Box-

on warily, “Is It from a man samed
Hobart 7 ‘

“No. It's from Odell-Carnay. Ho-
bart? I doun't know anybody named
‘Hobart” (How was he to
Hobart was the name that Mederoft
bad cliosen for correapondence pur-

“Oh”™ came In great relief from the
other side of the door. Then in sud
den di«mnr: “RBut | exn’t do it
fdea of rottie 0o at an horr Uke thisl™

“What rowrn s Rocshory inY”

“1 Jdon't know? in very decided
tones. “‘Inquire at the office.”

Alfred Rodney was a persevering
man. It is barelr possible that he oc-
cupled a lower social plane than: that
attained by h!s wife, but he was &
man of accvnuplishment. If not acoun
plishments. He always did wlat be
set out to @o. Be It anid in deleonne

¢

eateh the Orlent express Iuggage, ac
censorion and all.  Be it niso mald that
be wax the only one in (he party save
Constance nnd Tootlex who took
!_b- situation aminbly £

drew out of the station.
ap approvingly.
“That's the first
'”'n bhe
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Brock's eyesn were devouring ber ex-
quisite face with a greediness ‘that
might bave caused her some uneasi-
pesa If there had not been momething
pleasantly agreeable fn his way of do-
ng it

“Yes—faintly.” he replied after an
almost imperceptible conflict between
the menwes of wight and hearing. “But
bow does she intend to expiain me
away? I'll be a dreadful skeleton in
closet If it comes to that. When
. she I obliged to produce the real Rox-
bury, what then?

=8he’s thought It all out, Roxbury,”
sald Constance sevefely, but almost
fnaudibly. “T'm sure Freddie heard
part of what you said. Do be careful.
She's going to reveal the whole plot to
Mrs. Odell-Carney just as soon as Rox-

g

plece of strategy. Don't you
see how charmingly it will all work in
the end 7"

“What are you two whispering
abotit? demanded Freddie Ulstervelt
nolslly. patience coming to an end.

“Wha-what the devil is that to"—

|

mr:lu,mmn;. .
. *I"m getting sick of this job,” grow)-
od Brock under his breath, “I didn’t
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low ocher, It seems (0 We."

He walted a long time before ven:
turing to sxpress the thought that of
late had been troubling him seriously.

“1 wonder If
dMculty Edith will ba
sn incredulous

lutely truthrul story. Bhe’ll Gave to
explain, you know. There’s bound to
be a skeptie or two, my dear Oon-

i

| stance.”

“But there’s Roxbury,” sbe protest-

“He will set everything right.”

“The world will say bhe is a gullible
fool,” sald he gently, “And the world
always laughs at. not with, a fool
Alas, my dear sister, it's a very deep
pool we're in." He leaned closer and
allowed a quaint, balf bantering, whol-
ly difident smile to cross his face
“l—P'm afrald that you are the omly
belug on earth who can make the stoty
thoroughly plausible.”

17" she demanded quickly. Their
eyes met, and the wonder suddenly
left bers. Bhe blushed furiously.
“Nonsense!” she sald and abruptly
left him to take a seat beside Kather
ine Rodney. He found small comfort
i the whisperings and titterings that
came willy nilly to his burning ears
from the corper of the compartment
bad a disquieting impression that
were discussing bhim. It was
in upon him that being a broth-
w not an enviable otcupa-

is
otT" bhe asked almost flercely aft-
the insistent Freddie had thrice re
peated a guestion.
“l say, will you have a cigaretts?

girl, all right.”

in advance of the speaker and thus
prepared to properly ‘appreciate
which otherwise might have

him considerably. It could not be said,

tual result of delay.
to ngree with those who knew him
best; they maintained that Odell-Car-
ney was a pose, nothing more.

His wife was quite the opposite In
nearly every particular efcept height
aud angularity. . She was bony and
red faced and oplnionated. A few
sillow years, with a rapid, profiigate
noblewan had brougbt her, In widow-
hood, to a fine sense of appreciation of
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‘I witich invglves the

- | ponding perfod of the previous year.

@lies Steps 1o Re-
‘aBama Canal Toll
ptions.

dnitial steps to repeal
B clause of the Pan-
requested by Presi-
taken in congress
committes on inter
STeS Teported favorably &
g8 out the provisipn.

the committee on In-
decided to meet this
_the, appeal of the
of policy In’

™

£

Pauncefote treaty, and in the
of the president the general
foreign relations policy of the ndmin-
istration.

While the house i debating the Is-
sue, the senate committee will con-

E

president to regulate tolls and assess
charges at his discretion wherever ex-
emption is provided in the canal act.

* Developments of American policy as
an influence in Mexican complications
and the cause of universal peace are
of vital concern to the Washingtan ad-
ministration in its efforts to have re
pealed the tolls exemption clause in
the Panama canal set

Inquiry in Buspense.

Technically the sommission which
was charged to investigate the killing
of Benton continues In existence and
Secretary Bryan sald that its func-
tions had simply been suspended.
There Is now, however, little idea that
the commissioners would proceed to
Chihuahua in the expectation of un-
covering any evidesoe of value though
it probably would be required to carry
out fits original imstructions merely
for the purpose of establishing the
principlé of the right of the United
States government to act in this mat-
ter.

Intervention Plea Heard In Senate.

The Mexican lid was lifted in the
senate of the United States by BSen-
ator Fall, republican of New Mexico,
who urged armed Intervention for the
protection of Americans and other
foreigners in the stricken republic.

Senator Shively, replying as acting
chairman of the foreign relations com-
mittee, asserted that Senator Fall's
policy would mean actual armed Inter-
vention and that intervention meant
war. He deplored that the situation
had thus beem discussed, saying it
would have & barmful influence upon
the attitude snd temper of the people
of Mexico.

Indirest Taxes Growing.

While customs receipts have fallen
off under the mew tariff, the internal
revenue bureas s coming to the res-
cue with increased collections from in-
direct taxes. The total collected by
the burean from July 1, 1913, to Jan-
uary 31, 1914, Was $191,792,279, an In-
crease of $2,888,829 over the corres-

The tax on tobacco brought $47,680,-
435, an increass of 32,371,268, and fer-
mented liquobs $40,276,380, an In-
erease of $1,412.8306. Distilled spirits,
including whiskey, however, brought
in only

National Capital Brevities.

The Income fax law bids fair tolive
up to the expectations of the adminis-
tration by produsing about $50,000,000
annually in revenue paid by close td
426,000 Individuals.

Senator Ashurst has been notified
by Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont that woman
suffragists will declare war on him if
he forces the vote on the comstitution-
al amendment at this time.

Colonel Goethals, builder of the Pan-
ama candl, declarés that it is imprac-
tical to use the machinery em-
ployed In the . building rail-
roads in Alaska or iii flood prevention
work in the Mississippl valley.

Twelve rallroads of the east control
606 other roads, as to their financial
management, eithet through opera-
tion, rates or other Ieans, according
to testimony at the interstate com-
merce commission. .;hn New TYork
Central Is said to dominate 204 lines.

Senator Reed, of Missourl, intro-
dueed a bill which wounld authorize the
oreation of a com to acquire
for the government by purchase or
condemnation the home of Thomas
Jetterson st Monticelle, Va.

Farreaching inquiry fato practically
all phases of the indus situation
in this country with
recommendations to €0
undertaken by the 1@

» @recon.: Friday, Mar
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Carl R. Gray, who recently retired
from the presidency of the Great
Northern Rallway.

Premier's Proposal - Would Exclude
Ulster Counties From Trial.
London.—The British government’'s
plan for the conciliation of the Union-
ists of Ulster in connection with the
Irish home rule bill was laid before
the house of commons. It met with a
cool reception from the Unionists.
The terms of Premier Asquith's of-
fer were that a poll should be taken of
the parliamentary electors of each
county of Ulster to decide whether
they should be excluded from the oper
ation of the bill for a period of six
years from the first meeting of the
new Irish Parliament. This would un-
doubtedly result in the exclusion from
Irish home rule of the counties of An-
trim, Armagh, Londonderry and Down.

Bank Robber Takes $2300 in Gold.

Sacramento, Cal—Taking advan-
tage of the absence of the police, who
were detailed to handle the army of
unemployed, a lone highwayman en-
tered the Oak Park branch of the Sac-
ramento bank of this city during the
noon hour, covered Gordon Culver, the
teller, with a revolver and made his
escape with $2300 in gold.

Taft To Be Named Supreme Justice.

Washington. — Professor Willlam
Howard Taft, of Yale, ex-president of
the United States, will be appointed a
United States supreme court justice
by President Wilson. This informa
tion comes from an unquestioned au-
thority.

MANY BELIEVED DEAD
IN ST. LOUIS BLAZE

_ Bt. Louls.~That from 30 to 35 guests
of the Missouri Athletic club perished
in the flames that destroyed the bufld-
ing is the belief of officers of the club.
First estimates placed the number of
dead at 100. :

Seven bodies have been recovered
and from 23 to 20 occupants of the
structure still are unaccounted for.

Thirty-eight guests on the fifth
floor were awakened by Mr. and Mrs,
Robert Magill, who refused to leave
the building until they had given the
alarm to all within reach. Mr. Magill
was house manager of the club. Mrs.
Magill was seriously burned.

The Missouri Athletic Club was in
the heart of the retall business dis-
trict of St. Louis. It was- one block
west of the terminal of the BEads
bridge across the Mississippi River
and a half block from Broadway, one
of the busiest streets of the ecity.

Grape Growers Fight.

Stockton, Cal.—Declaring that if the
proposed constitutional amendment
making California a prohibition state
carries, the viticultural industry of
San Joaquin Valley and elsewhere will
be ruined the grapegrowers of this
county have organized to combat the
movement.

T. R. Again Grandfather.

New York.—Mrs. Richard Derby,
daughter of Colonel and Mrs. Theo-
dore Roosevelt, gave birth to an eight
pound boy here.

Muncle, Indldna,. Votes Dry.
Muncie, Ind.-Muncie decided against
saloons by a majority of 462 votes In
the local option election.

THE MARKETS.
Portland.
Wheat—Club, 91c; bluestem, $1.00;
red Russian, $0c,
Hay—Timothy, $17; alfalfa, sid.
Butter—Creamery, 27c.
Eggs—Ranch, 10e.
Seattly.
Wheat—Bluestem, 98¢;
red Russian 87c. .
Hay—Timothy, $17 per ton; alfalis,
$14 per ton _

Eggs—20c.
Butter—Creamery, I

club, 88ec;
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RECOVER MAN'S BODY
Establish the Fact That Texas

Rancher Was Killed by
Mexican Federals.

Laredo, Tex.—A party of Americans
who secretly crossed into Mexico dur
Ing the night brought to the American
side the mutilated body of Clemente
Vergara, Texas rancher, and estab-

he was seized by Mexican federals.

cations by reason of the fact that the
party was virtually making use of per
mission granted officially by Mexican
federal authorities several days ago.

Vergara was shot twice through the
head and once through the neck, his
skull was crushed as by a blow from
a rifle butt and the charred fingers of
the left hand Indicated that he had
been tortured before being put to
death.

Vergara left his ranch near Balafox,
Texas, Friday, February 13, and
crossed the river into Mexico on a
message from three federal soldlers
that Captain Apolonio Rodrigues, of
the Hidalgo garrison, wished to settle
for 11 horses.

Washington.—Two departments of
the United States government-are en-
gaged In seeking information as to
circumstances under which the body
of Clemente Vergara was found early
Sunday on the American side of the
Rio Grande.

A telegram to the state department
from American Consul Garrett at Nue-
vo Laredo, Mexico, informed the de-
partment that the body had been found
and that detalls would be reported by
mail. The slow process did not satis-
fy Becretary Bryan, who promptly tel-
egraphed the consul to make his re
port by telegraph.

Meéanwhile the war department has

Paso for information.

Guns and Ammunition Are Shipped
To Mexican Capital.

Vera Cruz, Mex.—Following the re
cent dispatch from this city to the
British and German citizens in Mexi-
co City of machine guns and squads of
tralned gunners, arrangements have
been made to place in the hands of all
Americans capable of bearing arms
weapons for self-defense in the event
of an uprising in the Mexican eapital.

A shipment of 1000 rifles and a
large amount of ammunition arrived
here recently from the United States

The shipment was made with the
concurrence of the Mexican govern-
ment, but every effort was made to
prevent the facts galning publicity.
The arms and ammunition chests were
carefully divested of all marks indi-
oating the character of their contents.

SACRAMENTO CLUBS
UNEMPLOYED HUNGRY

Sacramento.-Suffering from bruised
heads and empty stomachs, 1000 mem-
bers of the unemployed army, who had
been camped in Sacramento for two
days, are sulking in their “tents” on
the far side of the Sacramento river,
whither they were driven by Sacra-
mento city and county officers.

uty sheriffs armed with plck handles,
and by police. They at first refused
to .go, but several strong streams of
water played upon them by firemen
started them on the run toward Sec-
ond street.

Among those arrested after they had
refused to accept transportation to the
bay were: )

“General” Charles T, Kelly and Ed-
ward (“Rough-neck”) Teasdale, Teas-
dale was arrested several times in'San
Francisco. Neither resisted arrest.

Clergyman |s Set Free.
Tacoma, Wash.—After two hours of
questioning by Judge Easterday, in the
superior court, Rev. W. M. Jennings,
of Mouat Vernon, Wash., was ordered

lished the fact of his execution after

The invaders were not opposed, ac
complishing their search without the
from a grave in Hidalgo Cemetery al-
most within sight of the Texas border.
The selsure was divested of possibly
grave aspects in international compli-

become Iinierested and Becretary Gar
rison called upon General Bliss at El

ARM AMERICANS IN MEXICO

The unemployed were driven off the
Southern Pacific rallroad’s lot by dep-

— e - -

George W. Goethals, bullder of the
Panama Canal, who has been appoint-
ed Governor of the Canal Zone

Brief News qf_the Week

Indirect tnxpu’“.-re making up losses
sustained by the new tariff. Increases
on tobacco and whiskey are partly re-
sponsible for the showing.

The Apple Advertisers’ Association
of America has been forpped at New
York to Increase th sumption of
apples in this country and especially
in foreign lands.

The board of United States general
appraisers granted the § per cent re-
bate on all imports carried in ships
of American register. The board de-
glared that the intent of congresés was
clear. '

An amendment to the city health
and food laws of Tacoma, progides for
the pHysical examination of cooks em-
ployed in restaurants and hotels.
Fresh fruits, fish and other food must
be kept under glass.

eports that three states In Braszil

re in revolt, and that the capital,
Rio de Janeiro, had been declared in
a state of siege, were confirmed.

Plans for the importation of eggs
and meat from northern China and
butter from Siberia, are announced in
San Francisco. It is proposed to place
a refrigerator steamer in service be-
tween San Francisco and Tien-Tsin,
to carry eggs.

Because they had opposed in comn-
gress the proposed building of the gov-
ernment rallroad in Alaska, a mob of
citizens at Cordova, Alaska, burned in
effigy all of the members of the ter
ritorial Alaska senate. The action has
aroused the resentment of people of
Juneau.

By the skgning of an agreement be-
tween J. P. O'Brien, general manager
of the O-W. R. & N. Company, and J.
H. Young, of Hermiston, representing
the telegraphers of the line, the con-
troversy over wage and working hour
schedules which threatened to result
in a strike, was settled.

People in the News

Jonathan Bourne, Jr., is too busy at
Washington to visit Oregon and con-
duct a campaign, so that he has de-
cided he 1 not be a candidate for
United States senator in the republi-
can primaries,

George W. Vanderbilt, of New York,
dled from the effects of an operation
for appendicitis. "

Through her social secretary, Miss
Belle Hanger, Mrs. Woodrow Wilson,
wife of the president denied a report
that Miss Eleanor Wilson was en-
gaged to Becretary of the Treasury
Wwilliam G. McAdoo.

Arthur Langowski, 21 years old,
swore before the federal strike Inves-
tigating committee at Denver that he
recelved $3 a day from the coal oper
ators while exploding dynamite for
the United Mine Workers of America.

President Wilson's eyes have not
suftered much from one year of
tical activity. He journeyed to
delphia to find out that his eyes were
not failing him, and Dr. DeSchwelnits, .
his oculist, made only a slight change
of lenses in the glasses he wears,
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