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Mr E. C. Mower, in his Jetter
to Mr. Barnum printed this week,
goes to the root of the trouble as
to why there is so much discontent
with farming conditions in Sher
man county from the viewpoint of
the workers on the farm. Itistoo
early as yet for many to heed what
has proven to be the experience
of any farming community grown
old by lapse of time, but it will
come with’the passing years.

Nearly all our farmers are of the
positive opinion that “in a few
years”’ they will be well enough off
to drop farming and take up
“something”’ in the city; never
considering the many examples

bors have taken to “the city.”

And why the reason? Not be-
cause they are not making money.
Very few who have dropt
farming for city life but have to.
work a deal harder there than they
did on the farm, and for less
money. - -

It is the lack of contentment
causell by the environments of the
farm when the days toil is done,
nothing elee. No trees, many
times not even a garden; up to the
last few years not a cow orchicken
on many Sherman county farm;
the.houses in a hole where those
who have to live there can seé
nothing but fields of wheat or
uvmmer fallow.

In the early days it was necessary
to build in the canyons, but not so
now. Houses are being built in
the same «old place, but they are
warmer, have hot and cold water,
etc., but the location looses them
the restful view on a hot summers
night of the cooling effects of Ma-
estic Mt. Hood or the Lordly Mt.
Adams and Rainier.

How many know that on
summers evening, within three
miles of Moro, can be seen- from
three to ten snow clad mountains;
and when you have visitors don't
you remember how they are always
anxious to climb the hill side to
catch ““a glimpse” of some of these
m ountains which could belong to
every one of the family at all times
if the proper opportunity were
taken advantage. -

Sherman county firmers, as a
rule, are now working along lines
of farming as suggested by the-state
agricultural college; but there is
another line of though! to be
studied and made available before
our county will have a permanent
population: that of psychological
research and its benefits tc our
selves in our every day life.

DO : : d{' and there.
wrecKed fortufies that their fieigh¢{.
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Viewed by an Observant Visitor.

SMALL FARMS RECOMMENDED.

Organization with Outstanding Loans-in this
County Approximating $150,000, '
Writes Interesting Letter.

———

Burlington, _Vermont May 3d, 1913
Mr. L. Barnum, Moro, Oregon:

When | returned home from the west & year ago, nearly, 1 -
tended to’ write you expressing appreciation of my pleasant stay in

impressions of your county. Matters at home immediately absorbed
my attention, and have continued to do so until now I can hardly re-
alize that almost a year has elasped since we were with you.

especially since my impressions of Sherman couw hm Ioﬂm

1 was strongly lmpreued by the zeal of your pm‘reuve iarmeu
in promoting in ‘every possible way the farming interests of Sherman
county, and by your own readiness to hear and profit by any sugges-
tions that one from another part of the country and accustomed to
different rural conditions might be disposed to make. Accordingly
you will not take it amiss if 1 venture to describe some of the more
distinet lmpremom gained by my trip of a year ago through your
country, and in talking with some of your farmers as I met them here

In the first place, it seemg to me that there is a lcndcnc;' .to in-
crease the average size of your farm holdings; to concentrate owner-
ship in a few large owners. This may-not be particularly detrimental
so long as farming is on its present basis, that is, so long as you are
content to do practically one-crop farming, and your soil will stand up
undef present methods of cultivation. But I venture to say that this
tendency appears to me to be bad policy for two or three rgasons:

the long run ome-crop farming must give place to a diffsrent method.
Your soil; good as it is, cdnnot in the long run stand up under your
present mctbods._' You are constantly taking from it without giving
anything back to it, and it must in time give out. As a matter of
preserving the fertility of your farm lands, then, I believe it true that
you should gradually diversify your farming, studying crop rotation
carefully and keeping abreast of the latest scientific method. In this
connection I would refer to the excéllent work apparently being done
at the experiment farmv at Moro, under the direction of Mr. Stevens.
This work, if closely studied and followed by your farmers, cannot
but be of great value to them in securing the best permanent results
from their lands.

This is an age of scientific farming and ‘scientific farming is di-
versified farming. However fertil a soil may be, it must be cropped
intelligently to yield the best return for the time and money spent
upon it. Our eastern farmers used to laugh at scientific farming, as
though it was not practicable, but now they are following closely the
work of their agncultural schools and profiting largely by it. Latge
holdings of land cannot in the very nature ‘of things be tilled inten-
sively, that is, cannot be kept to the highest point of fertility and crop
output. On this my second visit to your county I was pleased to note
an increase in the number of horses, cattle, sheep and hogs being rais-
ed and turned off by your farmers. From the standpoint of the
eastern farmer, at any rate, this is a long step in the right direction.

One-crop farming is precarious farming. A dry season and con-
sequent crop failure leaves the farmer who must rely entirely upon
his farm income for the means of livelihood and to meet his fixed
charges, in bad shape; whereas, if he could turn off stock or dairy
products each year he would be ipsured against the lean crop years
and have a feeling of independence impossible where hie sole reliance
is upon a single crop. .

Second: Smaller holdings would ténd to b#ing settlers to youy
county. It needs people. It is too thinly populated. Too much
of your land is owned by non-refidents and by a few resident holders.
This means fewer improvements, a lower assessed valuation, less
efficient schools and a less desirable residence locality. This con-
dition of things is of course difficult to remedy, insofar as it results
from overlarge individual holdings, but your farmers should be alive
to the importance of inducing people to come into the county, make
their horges with you and help you develop your resources.

As you know, the great problem nowadays in connection with

farm life is how to make it so attractive as to keep people, and
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Best Drug Store in Sherman County
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Mcro Pharmacy

Songless Spain,

There was almost as little acted as
apoken drama in the streets. 1 have
ziven my impression of the songless-
ness of Spain, o Madrid as elsewhere,
but if there was no street singiug there
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® Headquaptepa,at moro @
Confectionery Store.g

nay or Night Scrvice at Resonable Rates.
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Conditions in Sherman County as | *

The Vice President of the Burlington Trust Company, an |’

Sherman county, and incidentally inflicting upon you some of my |, ...

Perhaps it is not too late now to carry out my good mtgnuonl

in the meantime.: - ol

| First: 1 am confident from observation of conditions in the east.
Tand middle west, as well as in other sections of the far west, that in

| made v Ttaly

I!r written ¥
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irls on thc farm? I!r
{ is to give them
b in the way that city w
trim, mum .' i
at goes to make life w

‘where neighbors are near and social life possible. lo‘
- your county it impresses-me as being unpeopled.
e widely ncattered and br‘lly combd from ﬂﬂ!
ing out from yout hill-tops upen a succession of farm

1o is more or Ieulmﬁlhleinlmemﬁhulﬂo".

o not realize, ['am inclined to think, the scenic possi
r county the tremendous advantage you have over the
pus middle west wchom of the country.-

thi Jactor is becoming more and more important every day,
ition “n! state with state and connly with county.

oppoﬁunih -to.mc ke atfractive as well as prosperous homes. [under-
stand there is hd reason for building your dwellings and barns in
the canyon s, néyertheless it detracts seriously from the appearance
of your cor nteyy and 1 cannot but hope that as your farmers rebuild
from time (0 tilne they will re-locate, so that they and their families
may enjoy the fmagoificient views of fields and mountains which
abound on cvéfy hand. - I believe that this would be a strong factor
in ‘attractitig to your ranches, and in inducing your boys and
girls to cast in ¢ir 1ot with you for the development of the country:

1am trem ly impressed by the fertility of your county, and
the opportunity it affords men of small means-not only. to gain a
livelihood but #o become independently well off; with proper man-
agement your larmers should soon be out of debt. Their efforts from
now on shoul&‘)e not only to raise wheat but to maké homes. There |
is no reason why. with proper atication to your farm buildings and
highways, y oulshould not have one ¢f the most attractive sections in
att the west. - as already sugdes’ed; will mean an- increasing
population, higher land values, morc efficient schools, better maintain-
ed churches, and 8 more wholesome social lie. Tam well aware that
I am too littledlequainted with your local situaticn to pretend to give
advice as to farming in Shérman county, to cne who like yourself
has lived his life there, but my experience is that oftentimes an out-
sider, accustomed to different conditions, may have a helpful point of
view without pretending to ha¥e the full knowledge that comes of
long association,

your prospe nty and that of Sherman county, I am,
Very truly yours, E. C. MOWER.
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Linealn';chln Fly ibry. : Look to Your Plambing.
A certain amoud of trouble s a good | You km what
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typhoid or some oum fever. The
with a story about a chin gy. yph e it

It seems tﬂt once & .man was plow-
ing with @ ¥ery lizy mule. Suddenly 2:'“4 m:;.‘al.: “s":".:‘:,'.d:'i&":ﬁ".‘:

stump of & fail and went across the | trouble with digestion take Chamber.

fleld at.a ld walk and with most lain’s and you are certain to

unusoal qm relief. For salc 17 all dealers—
Reaching ﬁe |1 of the row, there | Yertisement

was a the fepce, When the

mulé and man cine up the fellow got

down, over to the mule and
Lhit him n glgp ov the jaw, at the same
time g “Well, T kiiled him
that time!™ . -

“Kiled '__hl?‘

“Why, “(‘Illl fly.”

“Well, you ini .ring fool, 1 wish
you would miud your own business.
That chin wus the only thing that
made this go."—Judge.
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louient. It is built on honor.

‘ Whether you live in town or country, there is a
Shnkh*uve}ncle to fill yomwmm
or pleasure — and ha of every description made
uweﬁdlyuare&udebakunhds

See our Dealer or write ua, .l
STUDEBAKER South Bend, Ind.

T NEW YORK T CICAGD
MINNEAFOLIS
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DALLAS — “EKANSAS CITY ¥~ -DENVER -
SALT LAKE CITY /BAN FRANCISCO - PORTLAND; ORE, .
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Moaos BARBER SHOP

Porcelaln Bath Tubs,

Everything First Class and Uy to date:

Agent for the Best Steam Laundry

Shop-in Brick Buildiug next Observer Office |

VINTON HOTEL

Grass Valley, Oregon.

Entirely new, conveniént -to business.
Cleéan beds, and table the best the market

will afford.
mercial trade solicited.

CONDUCTED ON THE BEST PRINCIPLES

ooooooo

Prices reasonable. Com-

$2000
$2650

F.O. B Pertland

itchell

SPECIFICATIONS

Long Stroke, s 8 Hcad Motors, 4x6 “ﬁh’d"&"‘/ x7,
‘Electric Starter, Generator, Lights and Horns,
“Bases--120-n,,
‘Big Wheels, Center Gontrol, Left Sidé Drive,
edometer, Top, Gasoline and Oil Gauges, etc.

132-in;e 144-n.
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It Looks the Part
and Acts it

$1600
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