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,IIE  very phase of Abraham 
Lincoln that was greatest, 
that determined all the rest, 
is the phase concerning which 

little is said. Even those neuresj hhn 
fa lie» 1 to see his mighty soul, bis su­
preme spiritual quality. By glimpse.'« 
Koine of hla particular friends beheld 
thia great luminous side of hla nature, 
but for the most part those who look 
cd on him had eyes and saw not. They 
were uot acquainted with the royal 
rice  o f great souls, hence did not 
know the earmarks. They were look­
ing for form, not substance. They 
sought a sign, and no sign was given 
them. Outwardly Lincoln was an un­
believer in certahi.form s and «bells of 
religion, and, If those who knew him 
most intim ately are to be credited, be 
remained so to the end of his life. Rut 
It was only the seemlngs, the man 
made Interpretations, the empty letter, 
that did not appeal to hhn. No man 
had more of the substance; none felt 
a greater faith in divine righteousness, 
justice, truth, mercy and guidance.

Chore were tim es when (all who saw  
Lincoln felt tbnt ba graO lke one of 
the old prophets—that he was filled by

lias been present until this hour. What 
la needed Is that the eyes of men sh ill 
l e focused on this aspect of the eman­
cipator rather than on the mask of Ills 
personality. The musk was ephemeral 

n.I has passed. The Innermost truth 
< f him, the white soul, the thing that 
made him Lincoln, thut made us love 
him, abides and will abide, pleading 
for men to know and interpret it.

William U , Herndon, Mr. Lincoln s 
law partner and biographer, said there 
were times whey the future president's 
roul “seemed fresh from God.” Can 
you picture those times, the forgetful­
ness of self, the fire of a great princi­
ple, the love of humanity, the determi­
nation to make the world better which 
was Lincoln's life passion, all these cx- 
pressed In his face with an faetfable 
something greater than all of them? I 
want the world to see this man’s soul, 
i t  Is, for this I hid writing these 
sketches. I know- I cannot do him Jus­
tice, but if  I can give some glimpse of 
that tall, white, loving, mighty being 
(but was the real Lincoln I shall have 
rendered a service ndt so much to him 
as Jo mankind.

One of Lincoln’s chief characteristics
sudden and overwhelming Inspiration ; was tenacity of principle. When h<> 
His face at such moments seem ed 'sa w  a thing was right he never gave 
trunsflgured untlj Its homely features ¡ It up. l ie  would sacrifice his own 
grew lieautiful, being suffused with a * prospect« to make the people see that
great fawnrd right The testim ony n f i 
these, w itnesses Is ample and authen 
tlcat«sl. but we do not need It. We can 
find th e  sam e sp ir jtu n l q u a lity  .o f

truth. Stephen A. Dougtas, his rife  
long antagonist, was of a different 
make. Douglas was one of the ablest 
Roll»!'Ians hi American history, but
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which they speak shining through Ills 
words and deeds. Who can read the 
second Inaugural address and doubt as 
to the manner of man that uttered It? 
Who can observe Lincoln’s faith In 
Ood and the common people, his fealty 
to truth and Justice, his unselfishness, 
bis charity, his rectitude in the un 
tried ways through which he had to 
walk and not feel his nearness to the 
Eternal? If the formal In religion did 
uot appeal to him, neither did the 
formal In law nor In polities. He was 
utterly m erciless In exposing shams. 
He was impatient with technicalities 
and went straight to the heart of a 
question. He was intellectually bon 
est, which, after all, Is necessary to 
any real spiritual advancement.

Most authors who write of Lincoln 
teem  to think it necessary to apolo­
gize for his religious attitude. How

he was shifty: he was not always ro 
gnrdful of the truth, and he would 
sacrifice principle for self. The moral 
aspect did not nppeal to Douglas ns it 
did to Lincoln.

At the beginning of the great de- 
bate.,to 1868 U tiroln  feelingly referred 
to tlie fact that his own life had been 
a failure while that of Douglas had 
been a conspicuous success. In othei 
words, up to tills time the man who 
loved self more than principle had 
won, while the man who loved prln 
clple more than self had lost.

How ^vns It In the end? Lincoln 
was the universally acknowledged suc­
cess, while Douglas was the failure 
Where In all biography Is there aught 
more Inspiring? In the short run the 
self seeker wins over the truth seeker, 
but in the long run the truth seeker 
Is loved of all men, while the self

blind! Can they not see that the mar- seeker becomes an object of universal
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tyr president was not one who in­
dulged la  lip service, who erled, “Lord, 
Lord?" Rather was ho one who obeyed 
the commandments of loving his Ood 
and his neighbor, n e  was frank and 
candid enough not to pretend to be- 
llove what he did not understand, but 
as to the reality of tils faith In divine 
substances rather than forms his whole 
life bore witness.

The world will never truly see Abra­
ham Lincoln until it beholds this soul 
side of him. Bo long as It looks only 
at the husk of the man so long it will 
fall to understand him. The instinct 
of the common people found him out 
and knew him In his own day. Ills  
assassination seemed suddenly to lift 
a veil from the eyes of the world, and 
for a few days men caught a Vision o f 
the mighty soul that had sojourned In 
their midst and led them through a 
great crisis. With a few  that vlsloo 
remained. With all some hint o f It

contempt. «
These things do not happen by «'-«•I 

dent. As a man is so will he manifest 
himself to be. F ifty years of bard 
ship, poverty, sorrow, -failure and neg
Ieet could not shake Abraham I.In 
coin from his principles. There was a 
crisis coming that needed a man who 
had stood the test, who had followed 
the highest he saw and find not falter 
ed. He did not kndw that such a 
crisis was coming, or If he dimly felt 
It Im pending.did not know that ho 
would be asked to lead, n e  was work­
ing for no reward of that or any other 
sort. The great soul of blm would 
not let hltn go wrong. And when the 
hour came the Instinct of the people 
unerringly found Idin who had faced 
the hidden trial. It was but one mote 
ease of him that seeth In secret re­
warding openly.

It is said that Lincoln did not be­
tter* In the divinity o f Chriat Thia

L—L--X - jB t - ___

FJWDi well authenticated and is doubt­
less corrwt. Even so, I know of no 
man In our time or In any time, for 
the matter of that, who ¡uitterned his 
life more fully on thut of the Man of 
Sorrows. Both w efe born poor, one 
in a stable and the other In a cabin 
not so good us most stables. One was 
the Saviour of mankind and the other 
the savior of his country. Both taught 
love and mercy, both clung to truth, 
both regarded the substauce more than 
the form, nnd ta*th were heard gladly 
by tlie eommou people. Both were de­
nounced by those In place and power, 
both were reformers, both came to 
bring liberty to the captive, and both 
at lost gave their lives for mankind. 
Both were meek, both were sad, both 
taught In parables, and both set their 
faces against the worship of Mam­
mon. Other similarities can be shown, 
but enough have been stated to reveal 
the fact that, whatever Lincoln said of 
theology, ho was a true follower of the 
Nuzarene In life nml deed. Those who 
count the life nnd the deed more than 
the word will rate him accordingly.

All of Mr. f.icofa 's biographers 
speak of certain mystical tendencies In 
bis character. These have doubtless 
been magnified bejwnd their true 
worth. For example, there Is the state­
ment That he dreamed of a rapidly 
moving ship Just before great events 
In his life. There Is also the tory of 
his having seen two Images of him­
se lf In n mirror, one paler than the 
other, from which occurrence Mrs. Lin­
coln Is said to huve predicted that he 
would be elected twice to the presi­
dency and the last term would be 
short, l i e  Is ulso said himself to have 
had premonltlous that he would be as­
sassinated. People have even gone to 
tbe length of alleging that President 
Lincoln believed In spirit Ism and some­
times consul ted a medium. Bo far as 
I know, there is no evidence fa prove 
the truth of this. As for the other 
phenomena mentioned, they are scarce­
ly  o f the highest character, whether 
true or false. The order of mind that 
looks for a sign might be Impressed 
by them, but the evidence of the . no­
blest nnd finest spirituality In Lin­
coln’s whole life so Infinitely tran­
scends these paychle sign# and won­
ders, even if  they are worthy o f cred­
ence nt all, that they may ns well be 
discarded. They ere more of the non- 
essential and trivial that have gath­
ered about this great name.

Mr. Lincoln's biographers also ac­
cuse him of having been n fatalist. Is 
tills the whole truth? There Is no evi­
dence In his resistless energy In trying 
to», move public opinion, no Indication 
In his tenacious will and masterful 
character, no hint lu his clear reason­
ing power or common sen so philoso­
phy, that he.w as a fatalist In tbe ac­
cepted sen#tf'*tff‘YheAibrm. He wns a 
thorough believer In cause nnd effect, 
but that does not constitute a fatalist. 
It still leaves room for IndlvldupI Ini­
tiative In setting np causes.

He was also profoundly convinced 
of an overruling Providence In human 

"nffiTtfs. If'IF  Ts “meant That he wns a 
fatalist In the sense that he believed 
Ood nnd God's law governs the world 
the charge may stand, but that does 
not Imply fatalism since It leaves 
wide latitude for the choice of the in­
dividual. In n large way, like Napo­
leon Bonaparte, Mr. IJneolu may have 
felt that a man brings bis destiny 
with him. Moat great souls born into  
the world with a work have felt tbe 
same. But that by no means reduces 
a man fa a machine, a blind puppet of 
forces over which he has no control. 
The true mnn is master of his own 
world, nnd few ruen have revealed 
more of this mastery over all given 
Into their hands than Abraham Lin­
coln. - Whatever his words may have 
said, his life and deeds said beyo^ 
any question of doubt that he wa. 
anything but a fatalist. Those who 
call him so have surely failed to go be­
neath the mask of his personality. 
They belong to the same school that 
called him a materialist because he 
wns cautious and careful and reasoned 
his way slowly and surely. Yet there 
has been no man In modern times that 
dwelt more In the moral world than 
Lincoln. There has been no man that 
had a pro founder faith In Ood and his 
Intervention for rlgbteouaness than 
Lincoln. No man hnd a firmer belief 
In the final triumph of the invisible 
forces of Justice and truth. Do these 
things belong to the materialist and 
fatalist? The man that says so does 
not know the meaning of words.

Mr. Lincoln wns such n many sided 
man that it would take several char­
acters rolled Into one to furnish his 
counterpart. He wns a combination 
between a Jewish prophet apd a Ken­
tucky frontiersman, a composite pho­
tograph of a pntrla/ch,' a (freek law­
giver and an Illinois horse trader.

Lincoln's tenderness for ahtmnls and 
many other points In his character sug­
gest the most Chrlstllke monk of the 
middle ngp», 8t. Francis of A ssist 
Francis wns the preacher and exemplar 
of poverty, the friend nnd helper of 
the unfortunate, wns noted for meek­
ness nnd patience nnd gained undying 
fame by his kindness to animals. Yet 
he wns by nature a merry hearted boy, 
who loved sports nnd games. The 
reader will readily recognize the like­
ness to Lincoln's character. Lincoln's 
severe logic also suggests ono of the 
medlneval sch<M)lmen,

Rchuyier Colfax stated that Lincoln 
had two ruling Ideas—hatred of slav­
ery and sympathy with the lowly and 
humble, whom he desired to 41ft up.

Theodore Tilton tersely said of the 
v?ar president, "ne bound the nation 
nnd unbound the slave.”

Lincoln was a nineteenth century 
prophet, n e  was probably the moet 
spiritual mpn'In our time. Tbe true 
vision o f the future will see him ad. 
for ft will look pant tbe shams that 
live by the letter and behold those 
Ood filled souls that are too great ha 
pretend.
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ENERAL 8nE R ID A N  institut­
ed methods of fighting the In­
dians somewhat In their own 
sty le  and continued them un­

der the most distressing conditions lu 
the winter. Among Ills ablest and most 
darlug lieutenants at the time was 
General George A. Custer) the dashing 
cavalry hero of the Army of the Poto­
mac.

i lls  final campaign Is so strlklugly 
rrntemliervd that tt Is well here to give 
a short description of one of Ills thrlll- 
Ingly successful battles, sometimes 
called “Custer’s Victory o f the Washi­
ta.”

General Hherhlsn, who wns In coni- 
mni.c » • :;.e O^paKment, was tdm self 
lu the field. These Indians having 
perpetruted many outrages, popular 
Indignation ueepfided nnd demanded 
uctlve retribution. The Indians nnt 
urally In winter drifted ta uthward if 
possible, aud Sheridan laid made a 
rendezvous nt Camp Supply, In Indian 
Territory, a hundred tulles south of 
Fort Dodge. Believing that they were 
lu camp la coueealmeat somewhere; 
Sheridan eleeled to delach Custer nnd 
Ida regimeut r.nd seud them ou a scout, 
while ho him self would seek lu anoth­
er direction, u lth  Camp Supply as a 
false. On Nov. 23, nt 4 o'clock In the 
iuvr-lnz. In. u juiuw.ai.unu.. Custer, rv- 
I cried hluiself ready Io inarch with 
Ids usual evidenced anxiety to fight. 
On the 2fith the Canadian river was 
reached, and Major Elliot was sent on 
a prospecting tour, while he crossed 
the river with ids Immediate eom- 
mnudy. The Ice wns not strong enough 
to bear them up, so they had to break 
through It In fording the river. After 
crossing Scout Uurbln brought news 
that Elliot had struck a trail on the 
south side of tbe river. This he wus 
sent orders to follow until night and 
then to wait for Custer nnd his men. 
Leaving the wagon, train behind ;bka 
under an escort, abandoning some and 
taking their pack train of mules, a 
hundred rounds of ammunition and 
commissary stores of one day's rations 
of coffee and hard tack and some for­
age for his horses, he hastened on. 
Troop after troop was relieved at the 
front for breaking the road, and the 
horses were pushed to the, limit of 
their c o n d ig n  of safety, Us the In­
dians, If they were in as large a num­
ber as believed might ambush Elliot 
nnd his men They reached Elliot at

o’clock. .» «», ■
A council was called, and It was de­

cided to wait until the moon rose and 
then to follow the Indian trail. The 
rest did the command some good, the 
saddle girths being loosened and the 
horses given their scanty supply. With 
an able disposition of tbe scouts In 
advance, Custer led hla men, nnd in 
about an hour’s ride Little Bea ver ap­
proached nnd said he smelt fire. A 
halt, nnd Custer and tbe scouts went 
forwnrd, crawled up over the ridge,

With a cheer the cavalry charged. 
saw a little fire smoldering, which the 
scout said had been used by those 
guarding the ponies. The main camp 
was at no great distance.

Whispered commands wore given nud 
Cook’s sharpshooters dismounted and 
advanced. The regiment wus divided 
Into four squadrons—Major Billot was 
to go around on the left and get In the 
rear of ths camp; Thompson, on the 
right, was to connect with Elliot; 
Captain Myers oft the ‘ right and 
Thompson on the left, with Custer 
and four troops In what would be the 
center. Hoping for no discovery by 
the foe, Custer wns to gauge the time 
ne< cssnry and give the signal to attack 
With the bugle.

About an honr before dawn Captain 
Myers’ troop faok up the last and 
nearest position A moment before the 
general was about to order the charge 
sounded a rifle shot signatures heard 
from one of the Indian gnffrda in the 
«•m p. and C W fttt'a b u g *  aouadaA

Thr»e cflice t came front t’iree different
(llrectl ns, the  vavitlry charged» and 
with cheers the fra as opened. Juiap- 
Ing from tlicir lodge«, lil.iiir; behind 
trees or IIRlj » i ! i • bank . f the little 
atrenm that acted as  a riile  pit, the 
r»ds fought lu vain. Black Kettle 
himself wns killed, besides 103 of his 
warriors. The village was captured; 
the pony herds were sho t, ns they,coukl 
not fa» carried away, .taking au hour to 
kill 8,.’ of them. The village, nnd nil 
Its possessions »if winter provisions. In 
eluding a thousand buffalo robes, lam 
dreds of pounds of dried meat, etc., 
were destroyed. Over 500 pounds of 
powder nnd a thousand pounds of lead 
were nt the same time captured. Fifty - 
three squaws nnd children were made 
prisoners, thus entirely destroying 
Black Kettle. Elliot nnd a party o f  
fourteen, who had follow»'»I noioo fl.vlog 
parties, were missing, having run Into 
a larger band o f Indians In a I trge ad­
joining village, which threatened now 
fa rush on the command nnd give tit 
for tat, but Custer rallied every man 
threw out sklrralnhlng parties nml nrt 
vanced. with I lls  bands am, bugles 
playing, nnd after some sharp fighting 
the Indians, believing -that lie must 
have re-enforcements nnd seeing M ajor 
Bell, with nn escort, coihIm . dashing 

-with a  l»»a4 of smmunltlfm: vt-ht h by 
the way, wns badly needed, and hav 
Ing Little Rock, their figh ting  «hlef 
kllle<1, they broke nwny a i d  sc a tte re d  
An unknown num!»er were k illed  nml 
"wounded during the nil day ligh ting  
A while wpuian and clilltl jyere f»»un»l 
In the villAge n ho were kills»! by ftie 
Indians for re v e n g e  d a r in g  the  op  • fa • 
of the fight. Our lossw n s seven kill '.’ 
and eleven wounded.

Owtug to the condition of the wealh 
er, etc., It wns necessary to get hack 
fa Camp Rupply to rei-upernte, which 
was successfully accomplished. TliRt 
same winter Custer repeated the same 
trick ou a larger village nnd wiped 
It from the face of the earth nnd cap 
tured Rntantn, whom he held until 
many white captives were given up fa 
exchange. After some rest following 
the battle of the Washita a search 
party was sent out to find trace of 
Elliot nnd his men, whose remains 
they found, Die story being afterward 
learned from the Indians how catas­
trophe overcame them. Flush«»«! with 
success in the Black Kettle village, 
Elliot pursued the flying'baud nnd ran 
Into the midst of n big band «if fanves 
coming fa assist In the fight. ’ They 
were se«»n, an nuihush was quickly 
effected, nnd they were surrounded. 
Their horses were stmt down nud oth­
ers dismounted, and they stood hack fa 
back till all dle«l gnllantly fighting.

Often the white men had narrow 
escapes from extermination. General 
George A. Forsyth’s siege on the Arlck- 
arpe river In September. ISfiS, lw»lng a 
famous exnmple.

General Forsyth was In command of 
a b«»dy of about fifty plainsmen, en- 
llst«»d ns scouts, and camped beside 
the Arlcknree river, a small stream In 
northwestern Kansas. The Indians 
hnd been reported as uprising, and the 
expedition wns projected for the pur­
pose of finding out the true slate of 
affairs. It being a season when very 
little wator was In the river, the party 
remov«xl Its camp to an Island lu the 
middle of the stream. There their 
worst fenrs were early realized, for at 
9 o’clock on the morning of Sept. 17, 
18(18, Chief Roman Nose enter«»d the 
river valley with his braves, squaws 
and children nnd prepared for an at­
tack. Roman Nose wns a heroic m»«»el- 
men of the Iudhin w-arrlv» r. anu he 
headed a party o f nearly n.thntisand 
hostile braves.

General Forsyth Immediately began 
making tbe best prejiaratlonx tie could 
with a vk<tv to fortifying his ismitlon, 
digging rifle pits and placing saddles 
and other available material In a circle 
around his men. Then» was so little 
water In the river lM«d that In» knew 
hand to hand encounters would result 
from the Impending attack un less the 
advancing host could be repelled be­
fore they reached the Imperiled sol­
diers. Indian shnrpsho«»ter» ranged 1” 
hiding along lx>th hanks of the strbam 
began pouring into the Forsyth p»»st- 
tlon a deadly tire nt close range. The 
Itesleged men crouche«! In the rifle pits 
they hnd dug In the sand, their Are 
arms In readiness, awaiting the w»>rd 
of command. Closer came the caval­
cade of redskins until their fellow  
shari>shooters were compelled to cease 
flrlng for fear of killing their own 
men. Then Forsyth shouted “Now!” 
and a crash of musketry rang from 
fifty guns, it was apparent that the 
Indians were bent upon riding down 
their prey and killing them oti the spot. 
The first volley made no chnpge In 
their Intentions. At a second volley 
they did not waver, but when others 
followed too rapidly to count the ranks 
began fa thin out. and at last Roman 
Nose went down, shot dead from hla 
horse. The death of their defiant lend­
er sent consternation Into the ranks of 
his followers, and when they were 
wtthln a hundred yards of the minia­
ture fort they brake in a panic.

the Indians were again driven off, and 
for a third time they returned at 4 
o’clock to be once more and finally re­
pulsed. The Forsyth party suffered se­
verely in ull three of the attacks. All 
th«'Ir horses and mules had been killed, 
thus cutting c»fT their means of escape 
Lieutenant Fred Jteecber, a nephew of 
llenry Ward Beecher, the distinguish­
ed Brooklyn dlMine, and five of his 
men, had also l»«»en killed or mortally 
wohnded, nud seventeen mep, includ­
ing General Forsyth, had been serious­
ly wounded. Practically only, seven 
men out of Ike original number were 
unharmed.

Fort Wallace, the nearest military 
pout, was a hundred mile« away, and 
the situation was Indeed desiwrate for 
General Forsyth nnd hla men, without 
food aud surrounded by nearly a thou­
sand lu ll  ins. I  ke dead horses were 
CUf iuto strip« for food, and a well 
inside the circular breoatworks was 
dug for water. The defense was fur­
ther strengthened ns best It could be, 
and, ever watchful, they passed four 
days with no sign from the Indians 
save an  occasional shot when a scout 
hulls, r.s t ly rose to stretch himself. 
On the second day tho horse meat

i t í

They crawled Into the huffale ikcleton 
for refuge.

could not be eaten. Suffering became 
Intense, aud sending for help was ab­
solutely uecessary, els« tbe command 
would perish. Jack Stilwell, a noted 
scout, then a beardless youth lu buck­
skin; volunieorad to go to Fort Wal­
lace. Old Pete Trudeau, a frontiers 
man, said he would go with him. At 
midnight the pair crept out from the, 
breastworks nud were quickly lost 
sight of. Stilwell decided that the» 
befat route' to take would be by going 
directly Hshore aud over tbe bluff and 
not to detour up or down the river or 
follow the ravines Into the interior, 
for he Judged that tho Indians Would 
guard these seemingly less perilous 
avenues, feeling that no one would 
take a chance of escaping over tbe
bluff....Crawling on their stomachs and
sometimes ou their bauds and knees,' 
thr»»e miles were covered before dawn. 
They saw Indians ou every hand. The 
first stage of their long Jpurney 
brought them to the top of the divide 
l»»tween the Arlckaree and South Re­
publican rivers. There they concealed 
themselves for the day In a washout, 
or head o f a draw, where the banks 
hnd been overgrown with tall grass 
nnd sunflowers. From over tbe hill 
th»»y could hear firing all day. which 
told them that their comrades still 
held out.

Next night they crept away acrass 
the south fork of the Republican, and 
the mornlug of the fourth day found 
them on the prairie at the bead of 
Goose creek. The Indians seemed to 
have b«H»n left behind, and the boy 
and man decided now to travel also by 
duy. This piece of recklessness near­
ly cost them their lives, for about 8 
o'clock In the morning they saw In­
dians coming toward them, and they 
dropped Into the grass. Fortunately 
the Iudlans had not discovered them, 
but It was necessary fa hide quickly. 
In looklug for a place to conceal them­
selves on the open plains they discov­
ered some weeds growing around a 
buffalo carcass. Crawling to their 
prospective shelter, they found that 
the buffalo hnd been killed about a 
y«»nr lx»fore and that the skeleton waa 
Intarq. with little bits of hide banglflg 
to the ribs In place«. In a moment 
they hnd crawled into the skeleton 
with Its almost unbearable stench. 
Tho teuseness of tbelr situation, cou­
pled with the dangers at hand, began 
to affect Trudeau's mind, and he al­
most broke down completely. He 
wante«l to shout, shoot his revolver 
nud leap out from their hiding place, 
but Stilwell persuaded him to remain 
quiet until «lark, when a refreshing 
drink of water revived him. and they 
tmvol«»d on through the night. The 
next day was foggy, and they traveled 
by daylight without trouble. About 
11 o'clock, when almost utterly ex­
hausted, they saw coming out of the,, 
haze of tho Denver wagon rood two  
soldiers ttearing dispatches. Tbe cou­
riers were on the way fa Colonel Qar-
penter’s command, lying"at Lake 
ter, about fifty miles from where Gen­
eral Forsyth was besieged. Sparring 
their homes, they made an haste to  
Colonel Carpenter’s  camp, and hie 

During the next tw o hours the For L/orce was quickly marched to General
syth party dug their rifle pits <leep«»r. 
strengthened their barricades with th«- 
bodies of their deetroyed horses and 
protected tbeinaelves as best they could
mpUm I  •  weond attack. A t  1  o’clock

Fideyth's relief.


