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I N a one room log shanty with an 
earthen floor and lighted only by 
a glazed paper window Abraham 
Lincoln was born. He died In a 

theater by the band of an actor, As a 
bald statement of the method of hl» 
arrival and departure that la not very 
promising. But wliat of it? I t  la uot 
the inarmer of a aoul'a euterlug the 
world or leaving It that tella the story, 
but its conduct while here. Jesus of 
Nazareth was born In a stable among 
the cattle and was executed as a crim­
inal, but there was so much radiance 
In his life that It has reflected a glory 
over both manger and cross. In  like 
manner Lincoln has tnnde- a log cabin 
entrance and a theater exit honorable. 
After all, It Is the man that count» and 
not the accidents that surround him.

Many writers profess to believe that 
with a less h amble birth and reaWti& 
Lincoln would have remained un­
known. I do not believe It. Despite 
hla ephemeral surroundings he would 
have been a great, a loving and a 
mighty soul who would have left hls 
im p ress r..r rood? lie  was not so puny 

I as to be dependent on mere happen-

l>ell»ve a thing he said so, wbnte-r*» ttX
effect on himself. I f  a problem puz­
zled him be would dig down to the 
very roots of It, make It ull as dear as 
daylight to hls own mind npd then 
practice on giving it the plainest and 
i Implest statement possible to others.

Lincoln was honest with hls own 
uoul, Ttfere wit* not the slightest 
i;ham or pretense In bis makeup. If  
Washington could not tell a lie, Lln- 
«•oln could not think or live one. He 
simply had to see things as they are, 
and then his own nature compelled 
him to live true.to what he had seen. 
The man who finally sums up Lin­
coln w ill come to see that four of bis 

'ch ief qualities were truth, logic, love 
and humor.. .. Simplicity was a fifth 
and democracy a sixth. He was al­
ways approachable and met everybody 
op terms of equality.

A seventh trait has been gpoken of 
by Dennis Hanks in the interview al­
ready mentioned. “Thar was Jlst one 
thing Abe Lincoln didn’t know,” he 
said. “He didn’t know how to  be 
incnn, to do a m ean th in g  or think a 
mean thought. When God made ‘Old

she had one. An’ as like as not ads a 
eat hla supper thar, takin* anything 
»he’d give him that he could gnaw at 
au’ read at the same time. I ’ve sees 
many a feller come In an’ look at him, 
Abe uot kuowln’ auybody waa round, 
an’ sneak out ag’ln like a cat an’ say.
Well. I ’ll be darned!* I t  didn’t wem  

natural, nohow, to see a feller read 
like that.”

Lincoln’s Insatiable craving to know 
thing» did uot manifest Itself alone In 
a desire to read. Every stranger that 
enme to the house would be ques­
tioned by the youngster until the elder 
Lincoln Interfered. He was as per- 
sistent a questioner as LI Hung 
Cltang. When Robert Owen’s colony 
was started at New Harmony, Ind., 
young Abraham almost worried him­
self sick because be heard there waa 
a boat load of books along, and he 
wanted to break Into thia paradise of 
knowledge. Books were not plentiful 
In Indiana In those' days, and the fu­

tu re  president was known to walk for 
miles or work for days for the poor 
privilege of buying or borrowing one. 
That was the poverty the boy felt 
ino’ t.

One more quotation from the gar­
rulous 1 tennis and we leave him. I t  
la nnent the Lincoln stories:

“ ‘Abe,’ says 1, ’whar did jrou get so 
blamed »any lies.?’ An’ he’d always 
say: ’Dchuy, when a story 1’arns you 
a good lesson It ain’t no He. God tells 
truth In parables. They’re easier fur 
common folks to understand an’ ricol- 
lect.’ IBs stories was like that."

Most ♦’rlters on Lincoln Insist on de­
scribing hls dress, dwelling on the 
fact that hlJTFrouscrs did not meet hls
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I
H A V S  been many times asked tf 

the solitude of the plains was not 
burdensome and oppressive to a 
man who waa traveling along 

some of the vaat expanses of the west, 
where for hundreds of miles there was 
no oue to see but himself, hls horses, 
a boundless level of prairie grass, the 
yue sky above, with Its sun by day 
and its »tars by n ight At first the 
question seemed Strange, but I  soon 
understood how a man who has lived 
all hls life In dally touch with Broad 
flyty might go meluueboly mad In a 
single duy In s region where he could 
see und hear absolutely nothing but 
the wonderful panorama of nature and 
It» ‘Voices There was « multitude of 
tbiugM around 'him to arouse Interest 
which U) the plainsman meant safety 
or «lunger, life «»r death, but which 
would mean to such a tnan. Indeed, no 
more than so rnauy blades of grass. 
Tills slleut excitement of the solitary 
fide over the broad prairie, where the

ib( i H i.* city man would see notblug but dull
shoes, that hls coat was too small, I f  ; „ ,hi' . , ,, . , I morotouv wua something more excit-he hnd a coat, and generally making 1 «oiom uy. »ua • «
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•‘When noon come he’d set under a 
tree an’ read an’ eat.”

s hablfTraents aa ridiculous as a rath- 
lively imagination w ill permit. This 

is scarcely fair. Lincoln dressed fully 
as well as those with whom he asso­
ciated: Indeed, the lively Dennis says 
that Abe had more pride than the oth­
er children and therefore Indulged the 
unusual luxury of white shlrta for 
Sunday. Awkward -he perhaps was, 

feut that he was the lout sometimes 
pl«-tured was fnrthest from the truth. 
Indited" he wns regarded as the bright­
est and most ambitious boy In the 
neighborhood.

Compared with city standards or 
even with modern standards anywhere 
Lincoln wns shabbily dressed, was 
poor, lacked educational advantages 
and wns surrounded by an Inferior 
environment. I t  Is not Just to com­
pare by such standards. Hls boyhood

Ingly fierce than anything I had Been 
in a town, and 1 had seeii Wall street 
.•razed 1 have wutched street riots, I 
base witnessed royal pageants, und 1 
have seen men lynched. These things 
•t lr  the blood, but they all seem pale 
to what I have felt when out alone on 
& BCOUt.

Consequently the scout on duty was 
compelled to loveut ruses of hla own 
to assist him In emergency. And 
wheu some extremely dangerous mis­
sion had to be undertaken the scout 
often puzzled the commander by re­
fusing nl«t In the shape of a squad or 
any chosen number of soldiers to ac­
company him. But actually It waa the 
part of discretion to do so, as going 
alone or with one or two chosen com­
rades whom you knew to be true blue 
was a precaution that favored your 
own safety, aa even scout naturally

occurred nearly a century ago ou the p,cked tbe Tery best mounts snd rode

Abe' he left that out fur other men 
to divide up among ’em."

These qualities which were so cob- 
to a place among the unforgotten ones I splcuous In Lincoln the man were 
Is an infinite encouragement to all o th -a ls o  In ejW enceJnJLlncoInJbe .boy 
er boys who are similarly born, but

lugs outside of himself. Nobody that 
amounts to anything is. The fa«’t that 
LIn«‘oln arose from humble beginnings

It Is they w ho need the example more 
than he needed the hardships. The 
simple lesson Is that the soul should 
arrive through any kind of circum­
stances whatsoever. I t  1« not the be­
ginning, but the end of the road, that 
counts.

The best account of Lincoln’s boy­
hood I  have ever seen was contained 
In an Interview with old Dennis Hnnks 
which was published In one of the 
magazines a year or two ago. Dennis 

who did not amount to much

He fought, worked, played, read, 
fished, hunted, courted, told stories, 
played Jokes and did the other things 
that healthy, genuine boys do. I t  was 
not the doing or not doing of any of 
these That differentiated him from hls 
fellows. *What. then, was It? Was 
It  not In the habits of hls thought 
lying back of all these, in bis very 
soul texture. In the Indefinable quality 
of his Innermost life that compelled 
him to remain close to truth and 
mercy, that made him democratic, gen­
uine and simple, that forced him to go 
to the bottom of everything and thatHnnks,

In anv other way, was Lincoln’s cousin 
and boyhood friend. But he did have I would not let him do or think a mean 

.  X o r ,  and .  toop.e B ,  t t ln g - w . .  It  »nt 1» th e ,, that U , 
me us«- of the three he has left a ; the secret of Abraham Lincoln both aa 
graphic picture of hls playmate and Is boy and man? lh o  corn I na tes
worthy of note for the picture’s sake corn; the Illy brings forth a illy, tbs 
If  for no other reason. Little Abe, it  oak begets an oak. I f  some one can 
seems, was Just a plain, long legged
American boy who wanted to know 
everything and who Spent most of hls 
spare time In playing pranks, reading 
•very book he could get hls hands ou 
and aaklng guestlans. Did you ever 

. a boy like that? I t  seems to me I  
have seen several thousand. I t  la 
hardly possible that they will all be 
president, but they are starting right 

Did you ever reflect that It Is this 
very fact of Lincoln’s being so like 
everybody else and yet so different 
that has endeared him to the heart of 
the world? He has revealed to ua how 
divine and noble and beautiful thia 
common life  can be made. To walk 
along the way we walk, amid the dust 
vexations and annoyances, to meet the 
hardships and temptations we meet to 
he cast down and sad and discouraged 
like as wo are and yet to go through 
It all with honesty, with truth, with  
strength and with good nature—that 
does not sound so difficult or wonder 
ful, and yet that is tbe very way IJn- 
col n went. The tnost apparent things 
about him, even In hls bofhood, were 
bis thoroughness, hls fidelity to truth 
and hls mental honesty. I f  he did not

tell of the divine seed that grows a 
soul be can find the sources of the 
greatness of Lincoln—not otherwise. 
N either' heredity nor environment, 
neither occasion nor a combination 
of all three, comes within a million 
miles of explaining such a man. One 
might as well ascribe the plumage of 
a bird of paradise to the water It 
drinks. Lincoln went below tb<^ sur­
face in studying any question V* ap- 
proidhPff, and we must go below t lie 
surface, and far below the surface at 
that. In studying blml

Returning to the Dennis Hanks In­
terview, here Is an Illuminating touch.

"Seems to me now.” says the Irre­
pressible Dennis, “I  never seen Abe 
after he waa twelve ’at he didn’t hays 
a book In hls hand or In hls pocket. 
He’d put a book Inside hls shirt an* 
fill hla pants pockets with corn «,«>dg- 
ers an’ go off to plow or hoe. W han 
noon come he'd set under a tree an’ 
read an’ ea t An’ when he come to 

cheer

frontier. In  hls world hls education, 
mostly self acquired, was better than 
the average; hla i>overty was little  or 
no worse than that of those around 
him; hls drt-sa wns as good as or better 
than that of hls hoy friends. .To  ridl- 
cyle hls people or hls circumstances 
or bis clothes la to ridicule those of 
all frontiersmen of hls day. Any one 
guilty of such a reflection but adver­
tises hls own narrowness and tbe un­
due stress he places on outer things. 
What do the Lincoln clothes amount 
to anyway?- They were the most su­
perficial part of the man and are Im­
portant only In the eyes of the most 
superficial people. Why are they spo­
ken «>f more than those of any other 
president? Lincoln hltnaelf was too 
big to be conscious of them.

But little removed from this Is the 
continual, reiterated, everlasting refer­
ence to hls gr«-at height. What I f  he 
wns tall? There have been other tall 
men In history of whose longitudinal 
measurements little or nothing la said. 
Why keep It so In the foreground with 
Lincoln? Why rnuke It so prominent 
tlmt It obscures Infinitely more Impor­
tant things? Does hls stature in his­
tory depend on the length of hls bones? 
Are we to measure hla soul with a 
footrule? Are hls bodily dimensions 
more to be regarded fban hls charac­
ter? Are hla inner glory and beauty 
always to l>e veiled behind a homely 
exterior? There have been other ugly 
men In history concerning whose lack 
of personal pulchritude not one-hun­
dredth part as much has been said 
Why not talk more of the Inner Lin­
coln and hls mission of mercy rather 
than spend so much time on hls outer 
mask and the accidents that surround­
ed him?

The most noteworthy things about 
Lincoln the boy were not the length 
of hls trousers and the shortness of hls 
puree. They were hls love of Justice, 
hls love of knowledge, hls love of 
truth. These were shown In a thou 
sand ways. They are the lights that 
reveal him. W ith  all due respect to 
everybody, I  am Infinitely tired of all 
the nonessentlal rubbish that Is foist 
ed on the world In the name of Lincoln 
to the obscuration of hla greater and 
better self.

When a Roman emperor won a war 
he was given a triomph. IJncola 
likewise had a triumph, but tbs pro­
cessions were In black and were ac­
companied by dirges, tears and ths 
tolling of bells. Yet no tribute ever 
paid was so great. Just as no victory 
ever won was so momentous. I t  was 
not a aectlon that gained the day, but 
self government and the rights of 
man. I t  was not one race that was 
made free, bat In ths snd all races 
and all nations.

Lincoln symbolizes ail of thia to ua, 
and mors. He stands for great events, 
but Is greater In himself than these 
events. The soul of a man Incloses 
the things It accomplishes, but Is not 
Inclosed by them. We are all bigger 
than our destinies, Just as a creator Is 
bigger than hls creation. Lincoln 
means to ns broken chains snd rs- 
welded states, but hls meaning does 
not end there. He Is also a human 
expression of mercy and truth. 
Strength and meekness, democracy 
and Americanism. In  the form of

one and had what Is called a "lead 
horse.” well trained, to follow and 
stand by him In every emergency. He 
had only himself to look out for, sod 
with a good lead horse In a race for 
life hnd a fresh remount. Therefor» 

always kept myself well provided 
with well trained steeds, who became 
wonderfully proficient In scenting dan­
ger and even game. The fact that 
your horses were unshod was another 
puzzle to a trailing Indian, as a shod 
horse print gave him a clew to a whits 
man's presence or ths proximity of the 
military. One of my ruses was to 
take with me a bugler of tbe Fifth  
cavalry named Kershaw, who devel­
oped s capacity for comradeahlp In 
such adventures. Kershaw, after re 
tiring from the army, became chief of 
police at Chester, Pa.. near Pblladel 
phla, and died there several years ago 
Generally I preferred, like others, go­
ing alone, as then :T had only myself 
to look out for. - -

I took Kershaw with me often, as 1 
knew the country was lnfest«-d with

ruth re»
I so t I on

the house at night he'd tu t a — -----------
back by the chlmbley. put hls feet on man be epitomises the path fr  
the rung an’ set on hls backbone an log cabin to tbe Whits 
read. Aunt Hairy always put a candle ( the deepest obscurity to ths asoas

ths mantal tras pisca

The htujU c«ill threw them t»Uo nwfwdon 
large banda of Indiana. When It was 
too dangerous to travel In daytime and 
your object could be best accomplished 
In the night. Hla value as "a striker" 
can t»e best explained by tbs following 
Incident: On one occasion ws slept dur 
In« the day In a well wooded box can- 
yon. hear a little streop of water, with 
plenty of grass for the horses to browse 
on. and st the same time we were hid 
deirfronj view Toward evening, when 
we thought It convenient to continue 
onr scout. Just ns we were about to 
enu-rge from onr hiding place s large 
band of Indians assembled down the 
canyon to « amp for the night Mount­
ed as they were. It was useless f<rr ua 
to attempt flight, so. moving farther 
backward In the woods, we remained 
conceale«! until they had settled down 
There wns no way to fret out except a 
dash through the Indian village. Ws 
dared not stay UU «ajlfcbL »»

might find our trail.' and they would 
have ua corralled, so we «juletly waluri 
until they had settled down, when we 
mounted and sneaked toward tbe edge 
of the village, whore there was an ave­
nue of escape. Their faithful dogs, of 
course, alarmed the camp. sd'TTie l»est 
we could do was to make u dash out. 
wheel and fire ns quick ns we could, 
aud Kershaw with hls faithful bugle 
blew the charge. Riding quickly 
around the village, we made another 
little tiring at them and sounded the 
bugle charge again. A repetition of 
this at another point and a bugle, 
charge threw them Into confu T >n 
stanqM-ded their ponies, prevented 
their quick mounting, and whtle they 
went In one dlre«’tlon t»old Kershaw an.l 
myself were riding In anotlieh Natu 
rally, of course, this gave the Indians 
something to think of In the .night 
while we got to the post und Informed 
Colonel Roynl of the location and. with 
Major Brown. Captain Bacbe, Lleuten 
snt Jack Hayes and a detachment of 
cavalry, went on the trail, which wss 
followed for two dhys. and the Indiana 
were severely punished, with but few 
casualties on our side.

Gettlug fresh meat for Fort Sheridan 
we were greatly annoyed nt times on 
our buffalo bant by beluif Jump«id-by 
ibe Indiana, who In those dajs were 
generally out with the same object 
Many a hot skirmish or many a run 
for It was necessary Buffalo natural 
ly were some distance from the fort, 
and I thought of a trick by which 1 
could give my red brothers a surprise 
In a run for It a few miles from i he 
•fort t ra i  l  hogback t t in r ‘furntsticri 
gwd defensive poslflou, and I had 
often noticed that It had a long. deep, 
bushy ravine. It was In the uature 
almost of a natural fort Meat Ion So 1 
thought how I could get tben i to re­
peat their many attacks on me when 1 
ran to this particular point, from
which I  could signal for help to the 
fort with hasty grass fires snd "smoke 
that talked." Buffaloes were at the 
time plentiful, so 1 secured KershaU 
and abont fifteen good marksmed. 
with provisions Cor the trip, and start- 
«-d out before daylight for the bunt 
Hiding the soldiers In this ravine, we 
proceeded on our Journey and had not 
the wagons half filled before my 
striker. Bill White, announced Indians 
In the distance, “and a big band, too,” 
said Bill. Away we went for the bog 
back, and It was llckety spilt, with 
tbe Indians gaining on us every min­
ute. We reach«*! It, threw onr wagons 
Into position, packed our buffalo hams 
out for breastworks, threw some 
straw about and- gtthered up some 
dead grass to make a signal. The In ­
dians. seeing It, knew that relief 
would coma and they hadn t a mo­
ment to lose If  they wanted our scalps 
On they came, dushlug around. My­
self and teamsters and five or six of 
us banging away at them, they cir­
cled around and drew off, as they 
commonly did, and at » distance of 
about seventy-five yards from tbe am 
bush. As usual, they bunched togeth­
er listening to the wrangle of the 
chief. Bang! Bang! Bang! And the 
old Winchesters begnn to talk from 
the ravine, while Kershaw with hls 
bugle blew the charge, th«’ Indians 
tumbling here, there snd everywhere 
out of their saddles, the rest scattering 
with the speed of Jack rabbits In all 
«llrectlona Assembling on the distant 
hills, they realized thfct the Jig was 
up, particularly when they saw the 
cavalry coming In the distance. Some­
how or other during the remainder of 
the season they never seemed to mo­
lest tbe butcher wagon with the same 
appetite. And the fort a lw ayr hnd 
fresh meat.

A country of such vast expause, un­
settled save for a few forts as places 
of refuge and succor so comparatively 
few In number as to be, as it were, like 
pebbles on the bps shore rendered the 
campaign In winter, with the blizzard 
conditions, not only hazardous and 
dangerdbs. but even If successfully 
combated attend«*! by excruclutlng suL 
faring This the old army officers and 
soldiers of the early campaigns wUl 
never forget, the physical discomforts 
and mental worrying with climatic 
conditions far excelling those that de- 
feated Napoleon In hls winter cam­
paign in the region about Moscow.

I  relate two or three examples. On 
one occasion I  was out with some of 
the F lh h  cavalry under the command 
of Lieutenant Bache. a descendant of 
RenJamtn Franklin and a member of a 
well known Philadelphia family and. 
by the way. a magnificent young otfi-1 
cer who in various campaigns showed to 
a bravery and dash that one would 
not associate with hls aristocratic beaf 
lng snd extreme gentility. A b illiard  
arose. Fortunately ws were near shel­
ter in ths shape of some bluff» and 
scattered wood. When the b illia rd  
was over It was necessary for tn  to 
strike out on the path of duty The 
thermometer was sway below lero and 
the wind cutting and sharp. •

On coming back from the lead to con­
sult with Lieutenant Bache I passed 
by him to enuttym the sergeants to look 
out for their men from the Cold snd 
see that they did not become drowsy, 
and on my return I found Indications 
« ( nnmhnsss and dvownlpgps

him and appealed to him to pull him­
self together, but be waa Just la ths 
humor to ressnt IL to couseqaencs 1 
had to take the law Into my own 
hands and shake him up In lively style, 
first taking tt»? precaution of slipping 
bis revolver and placing It out of hls 
reach. As he did not respond to my 
efforts on the horse. I simply dismount­
ed. pulled him from the horse and 
used him In what one would think a 
rather rude and rough manner. In  facL 
I had to make a punch bag and foot­
ball out of him. much to the astonish­
ment of some of the young troopers, 
who came up and were going to avenge 
my apparent discourtesy to their offi­
cer, though some of tbe older men ex­
plained Its necessity. Eventually 1 got 
the lieutenant on hls fesL *nd while 
our horses were being token care of on 
old sergeant and myself hustled him 
along on a little foot race until we got 
hls blood In circulation, and so. over­
coming the danger, we eventually a r­
rived safely nt the fort.

On another occasion when out with 
General Eugene A. Carr, w ith whom I 
consulted and who, by the way, was 
on© of the best posted and equipped 
Indian fighters and frontiersmen on 
the roster of the army, we both con­
cluded that on account of the peculiar 
balmy condition of the weather a. bus­
tard would be the next thing to order 
8o we resolved to strike camp early, 
as we were then In a bleak country

/»  the bUndtno bUzaartt 
and over fifty miles from wood am’ 
water. Thia wood and water were i 
lower country, where there was oni.» 
one gap which would furnish descem 
luto the valley, and that bad to be 
reached by careful attention to direc­
tion.

Starting early ¿S3 getting the point 
of the wind, we bad not gone far be­
fore old Boreas began hla revels. Gen 
eral Carr, of course, gave orders to. 
the commanding officers of companies 
In regard to preventing drowsiness ot
the men and to quirt them In case o f__
any of them succumbing to ths cold 
I  shall long remember that trip, for It 
was necessary for me to go by the 
wind and not flinch from IL f ° r to ths 
bllndiug blizzard we would all soon be 
losL The direction brought the wind 
against my left ear. end, as the storm 
soon became so blinding that even a 
black horse could not be seen ten feet 
from the picket ropes, lariat lines were 
scattered along to guide the men. who 
kept so close almost as to touch each 
horse s talk But 1 dared not change 
my position for fear of losing the dl 
rectlon. so for eight hours I held my 
left cheek and ear against the storm 
and, of course, suffered greatly from 
frostbite. I  dared not dlamounL ■’  
did many of the others. General Carr 
himself walking nearly all tbe dl» 
tance, leading hla horse. 1 had stuffed 
my ear with a piece of saddle blankeL 
but notwithstanding that ths eardrum 
was frosen. and for a time It guvs me », 
Intense pain and suffering, and up to 
the present day It has quits affected 
my hearing on that side. But by 'hH 
pertinacity we reached the gap. and 
when 1 had made the point success­
fully and ths descent down Into the 
canyon became assured there were
never 1,500 men who let out such 
yells and paeans of Joy.

On another occasion I  had a vevy try- 
lng experience when General Penroee’s 
command had been sent to reconnolter 
the surrounding country by 
Sheridan and were known to have been 
somewhere to s blizzard. Not hearing 
from them for several days, ws knew 
they were up against tt, but as all 
trails were covered and obliterate«! by 
tbe drifting snow tt was a serious 
problem to find them. General Carr of 
course, consulted with ms In the mat 
ter. and he relates the Incident to dc 
tall to "Carr’s Campaigns” of my sue 
cess in finding the men. In  this to 
sUncs. knowing to what direction they 
had gone. I had to travel fifteen mile«, 
to find a ridge that they would cros* 
and that the storm would blow tbe 
snow away from snd !»•▼» bare FM 
lowing this ridge for five tnCre or 
more, I  found ths trail of tbslr h u rs^ -  
snd wagons where they had eroaged ( 
and by the hoof tracks located the di­
rection In which they had gooa. 
ceeded la reaching them, snowvd in 
and In a terrible condition, for every 
thing had been eaten ap to each eb 
extent that the horse« and mule- hsd 
eaten the manee and tall» nff *•> n 
other. Returning the next. day. relief 
was sent and the commands »**a^a 
reunited.


