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SCAR EDSON was
a male flirt. There
wasn't a girl n
Dayton who hadn’t
received attention
him, and just
attentiouns
when a

frow
those
which,
young lady receives
them from a gentle
man, are generally
cun\i'\\?rlw‘ to
“mean something.”
But the Dayton girls—or all of them
but one, at least—found out that such
attentions, when they came from Uscar
Edson. lnstead of “meaning some-
thing” meant precisely nothing at
Lucy Brown couldu’t believe that all
Oscar's pretty speeches and fine com-
pliments meant nothing. He had
walked with her more than with any
other girl in Dayton, and she had be-
gun to think a good deal of bim. He
was s0 devoted and kind, and all that
sort of thing, that she had faith in him
“Better be careful,” sald Maria
Spooner, warningly. “He's the b
flirt in Christendom. He don’t mean
balf what he says.”
“I don't believe all 1 hear about him,”

all

oot
IsEes]

sald Lucy, stoutly. “He's not a gir
“Yes, he is,” said Maria, In a tooe

that Indicated that ne arguments

1 . n . n tha ub-
would change her opinion on the sub

jJect. “lIsm’'t bhe alwsvs paying atten-
tion to every girl that cemes along
Luey? Isn't he always ready to make
love to a new face? You know he is.”

“No: 1 don't know any such thing.,”
asserted Luoecy. “He's genteel and po-
lite, and if the girls will insist on tak
Ing the aitentions which re prompted
by politeness for attentions of another
pature, he isn't to blame, is he?"

“Fiddlesticks!™ exclaimed Maria, In
disgust. “Talk to me about it all be-
ing prompted by Oscar Edson's polite
pess! Homph!™ and Miss Spooner gave
ber nose an upwanrd turn, thereby ex
pressing her opinion of Lucy's argu-
ment, if not adding very much to her
beauty.

When Oscar came to London to
be kissed Lucy after a very lover-like
fashion and made her promise to write
often, which Lucy, putting !mplicit
faith in him, was quite ready to do.

She couldn't help feeling a little dis
appointed to think he hadn't “spoken
out.” He had known her a year, but
pever had sa.d a word about marriage
in all that time; and if he hada’t had
the idea of marriage in his head, what
bad he been so devoted and so lover
like for?

“Perhaps he wants to get started In
business before he settles down,’
thought Lucy, and that" thought com-
forted her.

Oscar badn't been !n London a week
before he struck up an acqualntance
with Miss Graot

Miss Grant was tolerably good look-
ing and had a rich father.

Oscar began to be serious in his at-
tentions at omce. Those attentions
Miss Grant received cordially.

“Businesa |s business,” thought Os-
ear. “A few thousands won't come
amiss to me, and if | can get a good
wife and a sougz banking account at
the same time, I ought to think myself
lucky. 1 say, Oscar Edson, old fellow,
go 12 and win!”

And Oscar Edson did “go In™ accord-
ingi7s, and for a month devoted him-
self wholly and uvoreservedly to Miss
Grraot.

Then fate, or accident, or some other
means, threw him into a dilemma by
getting him acquainted with Belle Gra-
bam.

Miss Belle Graham was a very pretty
young lady, with bold black eyes and a
mischief-making disposition, and as
Oscar had not flirted for some time, he
proceeded, after his old fashion, to lay
his beart at Miss Graham's feet,
metaphorically speaking, acd for a
month was her most devoted cavalier.

Miss Grabam llked a flirtation as
well as Oscar did, and was in powise
backward in playing ber part.

Oscar was always looking for and
expecting sincerity In others, and con-
cluded at once that Miss Graham bhad
found Lis fascination irresistible, and
was ready to capitulate and surrender
whenever he chose to speak the worl

By-and-by Miss Graham went out of
town te visit, and then he packed up
his devotion and necessaries of love-
making aund returned, like a prodigal
son, to Miss “raut,

He had 'een so busy! Work had been
unusual'y driving for the last month
“He coridn’t get away from the office.
Oscar Iovented a score of excuses (o
account for his absence, and Miss
Graot graciously accepted them all,
and relnstated Oscar In  her good
graces, 8 4 “Richard was bhimself
again.”

In August Miss Grant went out of
towe and Oscar had a sorry time of It
for waot of some one to pay attentlon
to. While she was gone he thought
over the matter seriously.

Here he was, young, good-looking, and
making a nice sum of mc=ey, but In
peed of 2 home. The first step toward
securing a home was to secure a wife.
Why dido’t he get married? Sure
enough, why didn’t he?

The more he thought of it the more

live

firuly he made up his mind to take the |

decisive step, and, accordingly he cast
about in his mind as to whom he should
bonor by giving the privilege of becom-
ing Mrs. Oscar Edson.

glad to bave him--Miss Grant, Miss
Graham, and Lucy Brown. All he had
to do to get one of them to be his
better, for worse,”
a chance to say yes.

“] like Lucy,” he soliloquized; *“but
she’s a plain little country girl, and her
father Isn't worth much, and 1 don't
think I'll throw myself away on her.
There's Miss Graham; she’s smart and
bandsome, and her father's worth a
great deal; but she’s got too much tem-
per for me. I'm afraid I don't want
any of these high-fiyers! Miss Grant's
the most desirable person after all. Old
Grant’s bank account is one very satis-
gactory feature about the transaction.

{ living In Canada,
| Age or over.
Oscar knew of three who would be

“for |
was to give her half |

When she gets back I'll speak
about it and 1 1 g |
nd.”

Miss Gra 1 1k ext K
and Osca | S Way I
shortly a
o he de = L i i
Ag her abse

Miss Gra wias i |

“She's 1 { 1 v
spoker sul
fore,” 1£ Usca

A B 1 ¢l i =t 4 = =
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hand » Miss Gra r .
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He expw i ! = anf 1

s perf SO Te
™ orig il | ~
tl gladness of T &« 1= =
did 1 1 anythin £ f ! Y

“You do me a great deal of
‘-i'.ibik“-r-_' said s=she i a4 tons wl
seemed to lmply that she hardly
s '.-*r-l that £
fully t pting
1 would re Aha

Oscar was thur

He had 1@ f a 2
like this. It flustered his wits
r'.‘\ for a minute or tw 1
rallied them and tried to exp
ters but Miss Grant was ol 1 s
a w and w
listen

rO <
SAal - W v
the

“It’s pla s s f
she's heard someth ng alw
ng with Miss Graham i =
about it. Co Miss ¢ ]

But after sober second thoug 2 the

led to accept Miss
1 go to Miss Graha
set off to | rm Miss
d < i t
vas all sz s and
L] > Uscar ¢ a 1
but to say A 1 and t g wWas
sett!ed

And by 1 by pr
for her of l r b

» confer 2 her

“Marry you!l”

ham, “why, 1 «
thing™ an
best joke of the

Oscar began

“Why not?" h

“Becau I'o
ready a'.‘l h
rying tw r
Miss 1;.':|?.ar:_
were ir

For the
see the noint

“How long b
stammered
and, to use a ha
8 Yery expressive
gant, “decidedly st

“For as muc
ly—"as much
It was [n
Just about a

“And you
Oscar.

“You pever asked me,”
Graham.

Poor uscar!
erated 1
second battlefield completely routed

“I won't give It up!™ he de
“There’'s Lucy Brown. She'll
and jump at chance,
worth forty Miss Grants
load of Miss Grahams! I'll
and ask her ry afteruoon.

And writeto h e did.

He had not an
received three mo
put in a page ¢
gence and
his satisfaction

The let
a reply with

ave you b

" L
Oscar, fe

ndy old phra
reaked.”

] AS—2l e see

as a year, I fancy
October that It
year ago.”

ver told me!” groaved

have me

the and she's
and a train-
wrile o Ler

this ve

smooth

ter was sent, ar

onsiderably anxlety.

At last it came.

“It's favorable, of courss said
as he tore open the letter. “Lucy’s al
ways thought her eyes of

But his opinion as to its being f
able changed somewhat as he r

“Mr. Oscs 2: 1 am very
ful for the 1 r, ete., but 1 d
up with second-hand articles when |

can get them at first-hand. John S:
says: ‘Tell him I have someth
say about !f now, and I'm not
forego my « '.:n.:l. on Lucy Brown [
the Oscar Edsons in the
i.n't quite the thing down
to propose

“Love to

FALE | B

world, aud

Ihavton
to «

ither men's wives'

Miss Grant; also Miss Gra

bam. Yours,
“LUCY BROWN SMITH.”
“Good gracious! Lucy married!”
Oscar's eyes were like saucers when

be read that name.
Then he suddenly
nearest chalr.
“Well, I've
time!” he groaned.
you're a fool!™
Poor Oscar! He
Whe bids? ."i]-:\r.-

dropped Inio tl
and done :t thls
“Uscar

Eone

Edsou,

Is In the market yet!
Moments,
Prl}lul‘lgallun of llt.ll'lllll Life,
Statistics tending to prove that
average of man's life has been increas
ed through lmprovements
medicine and hygiene always In
teresting. Amoug the most recent in
stances is a table prepared by a corre-
spondent of Nature, showing a steady
increase in the proportion of sexagen
ariana among the population of Cana-
da. In 1851, out of every 1) persons
3.70 were J0 years or
In 1841 the percentage of
sexagenarians in the population had in-
creased to 4.49. In 1871 it had become
5.10; in 1881, 6.32, and in 1891, 7.01.

‘he
modern in
Are

Time Resisting Cedar.

Cedar-wood is famous among farmers
for its lasting qualities, when used for
fencs posts. An Interesting proof of
the power of this wood to resist the ef-
fects of time is furnished by the Egyp-
tlan boats made of cedar which were
found buried near the banks of the
Nile, and which, according to recent es-
timates of their age, were probably In
use 4,500 years ago! The fact must not
be overlooked, however, that these
boats were covered by the dry sand of

the desert.
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Origin o Fencing.
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It now became a weapon of defens
as well as offense lLong, slender ra
piers, sharpened only at the point, were
the swords used o fencing.

Armed with one of these a gallant
knight or high-toned courier, who chos
the new method of con |-'lr disdained
the use of armor; the okes of Lijs

oppouent were w ||llul u,ll by his own

light weapon, and whichever of the two
comestants were en ||-!-1| to disarm the
other, or deliver a thrust which could
not be parried, could drive the sharp

point of his rapier lnto the
if he felt so

which

body of lls
opponent inclined

The rapier,
combat two and not for gen
eral warfare, e the weapon
of the duellists; and as duels used to be
as common as law suts are now, It was
thought necessary that a man should
know how to fence, and thus protect
the life and bonor of himself, bWis fam
ily, and his friends.
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Hard Work.

Algl—Say, Regl, what do you say If
we take a trip to de Klondike, w'ere de
groun's all covered wid gold?

Regl—Yes, but you've got to plek
it up.

Algl—That's so; we'd have to hire a

- man.~Detrolt Free Press.

CITIES OF ALASKA,
fThere Are Several lmportant Fettle-
ments in the Far-off Land of Gold
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A STORY OF JOHN BROWN

Eenator Proctor's First
of the Historic

Impressions
Abolitionist.
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Lis gqulet power I “hizk he would
have n ir ¢lvil war a great par
s imnder, and that was what
™ in need of the most, a ranger
f p ng emerprise, a Forrest or a
Stuart, on the Union stde. His Har
per's Fer rald, measured by other
things, was wild, but he was the great
est | 1€ in it His miscalculation and
capture revealed a man who behaved
np the historie consistency and dig
nity
Two Late,
A good story is told of the late Dr.
Van Stephan, postmmaster gemeral of
Germany, One day, when ke was on

he overheand an In
local telegraph office
his name This Is what he
“look out for squalls Ste
ls somewhere on the line,
poking his nose everywhere,”
general smiled, and
key and flashed back
“Too late! He has already
poked his nose in here.—Stephanp.”

an
strument
clicking
heard:
plhian
will be
The postmaster
then went to the

inspection tour,
in a

this reply:

The old sinner who sings “Just as 1
am,” will get up and talk for half an
hour to make people belleve he Is some
body else.
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[OPICS OF THE TIMES.
A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER- H o
ESTING ITEMS. w
Comments and Criticigms HBased Upon I
the Happenings ot the Day- Hie-
torical and News Naotes,
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i York g ¢ a | Hawaii May Bring Us More Chinese.
lowedd by an appropriation $1.50 | \vecordlag to a San Fran 0 paper
4 . Lo . g AL =0y . P
v the Legislature for the purchase | |
(M) Dy we Legislature :' l' 1 a2 | there are in the United States 40.000
alr "IE 0ol 1 Wi yE ut =\ -
and maintenance of publ AYETO ¢ | pative bort zens of Chinese parent
o nar or childr ut : » 1
and small .'-i-]“ f l” hildren so h o I;|.:|- In San Fi CisCo there are 25,000
the Harlem river. These playgrounds to 30,000 Chinese, and their children
i1 . 1 . .
are quite as much of ul""“"-.‘ as ]Il'l" | are entitled to the rights of citine uship.
an o The — resnlt s . . 3 -
lic parks it P ool [l! 1 The school census shows 1,500 children
. nortall p ne s ildren, | - >
crease of mortality among the children less than 17 years of age of Chinese
while Indirect results may be seen in parentage, and this is probally a very
& 1 . - % then or - -
the lessening of the "I'i"”.””' — It t‘. | incomplete census, oning to the diM-
T — M ait p
vice and the creation of that health-1 . 4 v of obtaining information from the
ful mental activity that always comes | o o 10 the Hawaiian slands there
from adopting the diversions :I“‘IINH are 21,000 Chivese, and If the islauds
. . 1 he b
ploy ments of ¢hildhood to the child na | are annexed the majority of these wil?
4 P—— r a svstem ;
ture e movement for a "]-r;‘] be in San Francisco within a few yvears.
- . o a t kly g s
of these ;-T.I,\L.I"“W"I‘ n ”'Pr 1'1". * | Many of the Hawal'an Clinese are
- O I {ets o leng a
crowded tenement districts ¢ WCRAEY | married. most of them to Hawalilan

s a noble undertaking.

aslde from those special
Iy Interested, have any idea of the ex-
tent and value of the work constantly
belng done by the government In deep
ening and widening the channels of
the great lakes. One of the most im
portant of these, just completed the

Few people,

past summer, I8 the twenty and twen ;llun-c_ the

ty-one foot ship canal through the con
necting waters of the great lakes, be-
t #¥een Chicago, Duluth and Buffalo, an
improvement which has been In process

| of constructlon four years and lnvolves

women and in this population of 50,000
there w not less than 20,000
families

ounld be

False Economy in Greece,

cf course, compelled
e: but instead of making re-
trenchments In the i1 of high-

Greece |8, now
to economis

dlreetic

i ly-paid posts with pursly ceminal fune-
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|
: |
|
|
l

lins decided to

begin by reducing the wages of all see-

ondary officials by 30 per cent. In ad-

ditlon the national scheols have for a

p‘m. been closed to save the salarles
* the teachers for that period.

governmoemnt

AN OPEN LETTER
To MOTHERS.

WE ARE ASSERTING IN THE COURTS OUR HT TO THE
EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE WORD "(..—-.f«IORIn_ AND
“PITCHER'S CASTORIA,” AS OUR TRADE MARK.

], DR. SAMUEL PITCHER, of Hyannis, Massachusetts,
was the originator of “PITCHER'S CASTORIA,” the same
that has borne and does now e OFi €UETY
fu ar the fac-simile signature of W wrapper.

is is the original * PITCHER'S CASTORIA,” which has been
u ;d in the homes of the Mothers of America for over thirty
years. LOOK CAREFULLY at the wrapper and see that it is
the kind you have always bought on the
and has the signature ofm wrap-
per. No one has authority Jrom me to use my name ex-
cept The Centaur Company of which Chas. H. Fletcher is

President. .
March 8, 1897. O,g consscl GoSallogton B

Do Not Be Deceived

Do not endanger the life of your child by arrf-ptmg

a cheap substitute which some d.u;:,r.wt may offer you
(because he makes a few more pennies on 1:), the in-

gredients of which even he docs not know.

“The Kind You Have Always Bought”

BEARS THE FAC-SIMILE SIGNATURE OF

; Insns{ on Having
The Kind That Never Failed You.

Tel CEMTAGE COMPART, TT SuMRAY STALLT, SLW "OR& CoTY

80 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE.

R2N.

TO THE EAST

the Choice of—

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,
COPYRICHTS Ao
Anvone sending a sketch and deser ption may
GuUICE Y aacertain, free whether an inveotion ig
provaliy pate labie | omiubicalions strictly
confidential. (idest agency fof prcur g palentd
[T Aa---m We have &8 Washingtlon ofSea

Patents taken tbruegh Muss & Co ressivw®
Spec.al notice lu the

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

—Ayives

Two

Transcontinental Routes

GREATNORTHERN Oregon Short Line :i= }‘-’;&-'-‘;t".g:::mm*..:."a:".“..ﬁ

BOUK ox PATENTS sent free. A

MUNN & CO.,
361 Breadwa). New York,

FENCING

rpeT Een CuPles Risd
diress

SPOKANE
MINRE{POLIS

DENVER
OMAHA

ST. PAUL EANSIS CITY 'S WIRE ROPE SELVAGE.
Ocean Steamers leave Portland every x

five dave for “an Francisco.

T 1S e e evie o,
I"’.."_-'..,‘?'. \ , _. : E .E - Thousands of Iuie?.ctn: (.uuguh-
Y s, o g The McMULLEN WOVEN WIRE FENCE G0
THE OBSERVER
. AND...
WEEKLY OREGONIAN
One Year $2.50.

~ e New York Weekly Tribune

EVERY
EVERY
EVERY
EVERY
EVERY
FOR...

EDUCATION,

NOBLE MANHOOD,
TRUE WOMANHOOD,

member of
family on
farm in

village, in

State or Territory.

GIVES all important news of the Nation

GIVES all important news of the World.

GIVES the most reliable market reports.

GIVES brilliant and instructive ed torials,

GIVES fascinating short stories.

I' GIVES an unexcelled agricultural department.

T GIVE=S m ientitic and mechanical information.
I GIVES illustrated fashion articles.

IT GIVES humorous illustrations.

IT GIVES entertainment to voung and old.

IT GIVES SATISFACTION everywhere to evervbody.

we furnish THE OBSERVER and N. Y. WEEKLY TRIBUNE One
Year, Cash in Advance, for $1.50.

Address all Orlers to

Ireland Bros., Moro Or.

Three Opinions:

““The CHICAGO RECORD is & model
newspaper in every sense of the word.""—
Harrisburg (Pa.) Call.

*‘There is no paper published in America
that so nearly approaches the true journal-
istic ideal as The CHICAGO RECORD." —
From ‘‘Newspaperdom' (New York),

“I have come teo the firm conclusion, after
a long test and after a wide comparison
with the journals of many cities and coun-
tries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes
as near being the ideal daily journal as we
are for some time likely to find on these
mortal shores.”"—Prof. J. T. Hatfield in
The Evanston (lIl.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriphions
recoived by all pestmasters. Address THE CHI-
CAG® RECORD, 181 Madisen-st.
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