THE CONVERSION

Billy Capstan and Teddy Lufr, two |
middle-aged fishermen, stood, or rath-
er leaned, against one of those tall tar-
smeared wooden buildings at the front
of the old town of Hastings; a building
used for the hanging of nets and the
storing of other paraphernalia of the
fishing industry. Their Yoat, The So-
ber Jade, was hauled up high and dry
on the pebbly beach, and the two men,
silently smoking short clay pipes with
bowls turned downwards, now and
then cast a wistful glance at the craft
of which they were part owners. Ac-
cording to the poem there should have
been three fishers who went sailing to
the west as the sun went down, but in
this case the third, who was sKkipper
and predominant partner of the craft,
was, as Teddy Luff phrased it, lying up
for repairs. Roth men knew that he
was dangerously near the boundary
line of that fantastic country kmown
as lelirium tremens, aid The Sober
Jade was now out of the water wait-
ing for her master to sober off.

Joe Rattlin, the captain of The Lober
Jade, was not a man to be expostulated
with. He was one of the domineering
sort when sober, which was seldom,

“HE'D SHOW HER WHO WAS IN A FIT
STATE.”

and very much more so when drunk,
his principal line of argument being
the fooring of a man with a handspike;
therefore his partners and crew tried
to avoid discussion with him, for in si-
lence on their part lay the chances of a
long life and immunity from bruises |
and black eyes. Even between them-
selves Billy and Teddy did not dwell
at any length conversationally upon the |
shortcomings of their master and part-
ner. Each of the two men liked a drop
of grog himself, but neither had the
ambition to be the main support of the |
rum industry, as was apparently the
case with Capt. Joe Battlin, |

The two men stood there silently with .
their hands thrust deep In their trous- |
ers pockets, pulling at their pipes, and
they seemed to find dumb consolation |
In each other’s presence, although their
disgust at the unsatisfactory situation
of things found no expression in words.

As they stood thus, there blew along-
side a man from London, who began to
ask them questions regarding nets and
fishing boats, and the hard life they
were supposed to lead, as is the custom |
with London visitors to Hastings. The
men answered him with respectful pa-
tience, as had been their babit for
Years, going over the same dull round,
for there is little originality in the ques- |
tioning of a London man. !

Yes, they encountered a bit of nasty |
weather now and then. No, there
wasn't much money in the fishing in-
dustry. Yes, most of their catch went
to Loundon. No, the nets weren't paint- |
ed brown to conceal them from the fish,
but te preserve them. Yes, coming In
and out of the water a good bit, they
were apt to rot, and nets were expen- |
sive. No, they weren't going out that
day on account of the skipper being ill; '
under the weather a bit. No, his mal- |
ady wasn’'t exactly caused by the bard |
life he led. Yes, be'd get over it: he'd ;
had these spells before, but he'd always |
recovered, although he seemed to be |
getting a bit worse as time went an. |
Yes, the chances were his trouble |
would carry bim off some day, unless |
be was swept overboard In the mean- |
time, and Teddy allowed that Joe |
would hate to come to bis death by |
means of water. |

Turn about is but falr play, and hy|
and by the Londouer, from extracting |
information, began te Impart some to |
the two men who listened a!tenti"ely.!
If he were a fisherman, the London |
man sald, be would put out to sea at‘
once and sail for Spithead. The whole |
fleet was going to be on view there, and |
a grand sight it would be, especially on |
Saturday night. Billy replied that as
a usual thing they saw too much of the |
fleet. “We don't care much abont the |
fleet,” he added. “except to keep out of
its way. A warship won't swerve from |
its course for anything afloat: and as
for them torpedo boat ecatchers, he's a
wise man who gives them a wide
berth.”

“There will be no danger on Sat- |
urday night,” said the Londoner, “for
the ships are all anchored, and the sight
of them will be something a man never
can forget, for each of the craft will
have her outlines defined by something
like a thousand electrie !'ghts, shaping
ber in the fire; masts, ropes, funnel, and
all the rest of it. There will be over a
hundred and fifty ships all ablaze 11" ¢ |
tais, and on that night the electrie feet |
will be worth seelug.”

After imparting this lurld Inforr-a- |
tion the Londoner went his way and |
left the two men meditating over what |
he had told them. At last Teddy said |
solemnly: ¢ ',

“If we could run the old man up |
against that fleet of fire, and him not
knowing anything of it, he'd think he
bhad 'em sure, wouldn't he®”

“Yes,” admitted Billy. “It wou'l be a
kind o' dazzles.”

“Let’s get him aboard,” erfed Teddy
resolutely, “and give him a lesson. We
ean drift down Spithead v-ay and come
ca it kind o’ casual like Saturday night,
then If the fleet’'s ablaze, as the strang-
er said, It would make Joe think judg-
ment day had come, and he'd likely
swear off and not touch rum any wore.”

“It's worth trying,” sald Billy. “And
anyhow, I'd like to see the fleet all it
up.+ We can pretend to Joe that we no-
tlce nothing out of ordinar’, and | think
that will stagger the old man.”

The two fishers without more ado

trudged off to Capt. Joe's cottage. The

drenching he

much

gave Billy an opportunity of largely di-

luting the rum with water, which the

captain was now too drunk to notice

1 o
{ Teddy began to fear that the old man |

would be too far gone to

fleet, even If it all

notice the !
blew up, but he |

got before getting under

cover partly sobered him, and the dilu
tion of his grog kept him from getting
more intoxic.ted. As "a~“ness |
came on The Sober Jade had
the fleet,” as Teddy p t it, and getting
under the lee of the lsle of Wight, Billy

cast an r and there they lay. |
| “I'm afraid,” said Teddy, “that the |
| old man won't come up on deck agzain

| of his own accerd, and I don’ W

| we can persuade him t 1p our

| selves, for we can’'t pretend we zee

anything.”

“Oh, it’s all right,” said Billy
“I've put the rum up for'ard and he
hasn’t much more to go on, so we'll
| hear him sing out after bit.” i

At 9 o'clock the first of the lluminat- |
| ed ships broke out In dazzling 1
dor, quite taking away the of
the ookers, and Iy after the
whole » display

A8 If the

+ heavens had fall

svel™ sald Teddy, “1 never saw
anything like

“Nor did 17" answered Rilly,

Both of the¢ men were gazin
such admiration at the scintillatin
fleet that they forget all about their 'n
ebriated captain, until he
roared up at them:

“Here you, Teddy Luff;
some more rum.”

“l got something better to do,”
growled Teddy. *“Go and get it your-
self: it's out for'ard.”

“If I have to come up there.” said
the captain, ~I'll throw youn overboard.
Billy Capstan, bring aft the rum.”

“Captain Joe Rarttlin,” cried Billy, |
“sou’ve had more than your
now. I've put the rum for'ard, . ud
there the rum stays.” |

With ~ resounding oath, the captaln
came up, and then stopped, stricken
dumb by the amazing sight
before his ey-a, He drew
slowly across his forehead.

“My God!™ he cried, “Billy,
that?

“What’s what? said Rilly, indiffer
PDtl)’ colling a rope with his ba k to
the fleet, while Teddy was bus).ng
himself near the wheel

“What's that I see In the offing?
cried Captain Joe. “Look at it a-stand-
ing out between sea and sky, like a
thousand ships afire!”

Billy and Teddy looked over In ithe

that before.™
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YIWHAT'S THAT 1 SER IN THE OFFING D"
direction pointed. Teddy shrugged his
shoulders and was silent.

“What is 17" asked the eaptaln, and |
his crew was pleased to notiee a tre-
mor of anxiety in his shaky volee,

“Rum, 1 expect,” answered Billy
grimly. “I don’t see nothing, do you,
Teddy?”

“No,” sald Teddy, “except black wat-
er and blacker sky.”

“Look again, boys,” cried the captain.
“Off there, nor-nor'west. Do2't you
see the lights 7

There was a trace of nervous appre-
henslon in the skipper's tone. His two
comrades turned their gaze 1o the ~or
por'west, and again shook their heads,

“Don’'t see no murmured
Billy.

“Then,” sald the ecaptain deflantly,
“I've got 'em! I've got "em, boys. 1've
been often on the borders before, but
now I've got "em, sure.”

“Looks like It, skipper,” sald Teddy
sympathetically, “but don't get fright-
ened, Joe; it°l] be all right If you swear
off. That is sent gs a warning you
should pay heed to.”

“A warning!” eried Capt. Joe exult-

lights,”

antly. “Why, rot my halyards! It's
tue finest sight you ever saw, [ never
dreamt of anything equal to it. Talk

about the delirlums! My word, It's
heavenly. I thought a fellow saw
something ghastly when he got Into
the tremens, but that lsn't the case,
Yon should drink more rum, you two,
and then you'd know what enjoyment
8. Take me for a gulgeon, If this
don’t beat all the magic lantern shows
I e er gee, and if a pint o rum will
give a wao a bheavenly vision like thls

| ber.

what won't a quart do By Yoy P

boys, I'm going to double this row
lights: where'd ! 1 1\
Well, here goes
cask.”
Rilly and V |
witl .
I reckon il \ 1
hasty. Tlis
And DBilly 1
several 1 \ 1

Smiller and Smaller.
The = i :I,
OF JOE RATTLIN.  § i vions
. in Berliy 1 \ |
only 36 i - I
ee0e Ll '
I welghs 168N w
skipper was feeling mighty bad and l phant we :
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Ings. There was some shrewdness af- | record Is Louis 0 f1
ter all in the captain’s going to sea: | the department of the Allier, who was
the doctor had forbidden him liquor, | only 2 feet 4 ) s 1
and now giving the wheel to Teddy I'-r'l’:llil'l,l.'- came of age in 183, and was
Luff. the skipper set himself industri- | iIn that year summoned to draw ~
ously at the consumption of what rum | conscription out of the urn, like his fel
there was aboard. No one dared say a | lows of the same age. When he ap
word to him, or expostulate. And thus | peared to answer to his name, it was
the three fishers sailed to the west as | thought that some child had been told
the sun went down on Saturday after- | to answer as a joke, but on look \g
noon. ! mor losely Was seen b s A
There came up a wild thunderstorm | dwarf with a slig J \
which drove the captain below. for he | gendarme had to lift | t |
Ill:lll not his oilskins on, and it also | table to enable him to draw Lis

Don't Wear Starched Linen.

Prof. Max Ru! who |k res
hygiene at the Berlin University 1%
published a very Interesting art
the use of star d laundry In summer
After extensive and careful investiga
tion he has come 1o the conclusion that
starched linen forms a very strong
stacle to the dis irse of
influence becomes stronger in the s
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Noo-ingz a sea-Lion,

A correspondent of Ram’'s Horm 1
rates a pulling-match betw
lion and a farmer

Near Tillamook, Ore.. an old Ger

| farmer chanced to be d I "
beach, when his watchful gaze was
| greeted by the sight of a large sea-l
some distapce out on the sand
.'l"l"‘..'.

It was the work of a moment for Ja
cob to make a lasso of a st
had in his wagoun, 1 end o
to the hind axle, an t pat
over the sea-lion's head Iwg Jaco
jumped into the wagon and start.
homeward with his prize

The sea-lion did the same. and as his
teamn was the stronger of the two, Ja
cob started seaward at a good pace, a

| only saved himsell and Lis
: springing quickly to the ground, gras
.ma: his jJack-knife and cutting t1

Key West Has No Chimneys,

It is curious, though true, that of all
the houses, dwellings, stores, hotel
and other buildings that dot the island
of Key West from one shore to the oth
er, not one of them has a chlmney or

anything that will answer the purposs

of a chimney. Hapdsome residences
and lowly hovels are alike in this re
spect, and from an eminence g

out over acres of roofs on all sides ong
is struck with the want of X
to complete the symmetry of the pi

ture. Wood and coal or fuel of
kind are unknown q tities, as
troplcal atmosphere furnishes all
heat required, and for £ 1
poses sticks of carbon are used, w
are sold by peddlers, who hawk t
wares about the streets Atlanta Con

stitution.

Yours, Mine and Ours,

A Western paper tells a y of a
mixed brood of children which reveals
| the confusion Hable to exist in certa I
families

A widower and a widow, ench having
children. married, and children we
subsequently born 1o them e p
ents agreed much better than the
dren did. Owne day a neighbor, g g
past thelr place, heard a co
within, out of which rose the vo
'rl" .\‘El’" sCreaming to the | '|""-'--=

“Jim! Jim! Hurry out in the yard
Your children and my children are beat
ing the lives out of our ehildren!

Clothes of Paper.

Paper nnderclothing has a g
soumnd, but it i tesd that o 10
anese have for a long 1 e hewn |
ing such garments from their finely
erisped or grained paper after the
sheets have bwen i-|~I-'1] together as
the edges so as to form larg pleces

When the paper has been cut % pat
tern, the different
gether and

parts are sewn to
hemmed, and the places
where the buttonholes are to e forn
ed are strengthened with ealico
Hnen. The stuflf s =ald
strong, and at the same
ible,
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lime very

An Auntomatic Ticket Sellop,
An automatie appliance for 1 ™ de
livery of rallway tichets,
fair to hold a respectable
simllar deviees, has been tried abroad

Which blds

HACe Rinong

The machine works with absolute cor
rectness, and dates as well as
the tiekets, It is particularly useful
where a1 pumber of tickets have to bhe
issued at fixed fares, such as for local
passenger traflic,

Insties

The Sight of Birds.
The organ of sight Is more highly s
veloped in birds than in any other aul
Naturalists declare that the kes

mal,
trel Is
POWers of sight that It is alde

possessed  of wouderfal
o see a
mouse when it js itself at such a height
in the air that It 10 the

paked bumap eye,

Is invisible
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VOWED NOT TO SPEAK,
And at the End of Fifty Years W hen
She Tried ~he Cou'd Not,
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The Horseless Carriage.
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ery | lly, we look wit 1
agement to this firm to be th e to
produce the best horseless carriange andd
the lowest one in price, considering
i lal nsed and the skilled workman
ship cmployed.

When the horseless earriag
down in price it will become a ~
1 At present a borse must w kKept
for bad weather by peoaple who are un
able, through weakness or poar health
o go uboul

'here are upward of 2000 horscless
carriages in use ln Parls for public
viee, and private citizens can must
more than this pumber, Indesd, Earo
peans are much more familiar witi
them than Americans are I'he norse
less carriage Is In very common nse in
Europe, although it is cumbersome and
unwieldy. The general opinion is it
since Amweriean genius has taken up the
matter the horseless carriagze will
colne o great suecess,

The horseless carriage has more ad
vantages than appears at first sight
Of course there must be a placé to koep
it. The horse, the feed, the elearing up,

the constant breakage of harness and
the perpetual annoyance of feeling that
animals are not half cared lor,
will give place to the ease and comfort

with which the horseless carrlage can
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s tail, as many
< prosed f fea <
w hie FFOW O just above the tail, and
d the tall-coverts 'cacocks
1 ! ) | 1y hundred
Veurs Fhey are mentioned o the
it Job mentions them, and they
1 entioned too In 1. Kings, x. flun
I YOeArs ago R ¢ any thou
gl peavocks were Killed for the great
[ s which the E I made. The
brains of the peacocks were sonsidered
a great treat, and many had to be killed
for a single feast
Condiments and Digestion.

The introduction of mustzed or pep-
per into the stomach of a rabbit caused
the secretion of pancreade julee to be
tripled and even quadrup!
counts for the stimulat
these condiments upo

“I'l never ask aonoiuer
marry me as long as 1 live!”

“No, acceepied.”

i

woenan to
“Retused

again?’

A Spanish Engine of War,
“Have
war?” asked the visitor,
“Yes,"
“we quit running our printing presses
by hand long ago.”

you any modern engines of

replied the Spanish General;
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A TRUE BEAR STORY.
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Great Moral Lesson te
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! ir tMd Fa "ul, Kept by a very
E d gen S man He
< jus 1 last ye with a she
| r, W 1 ¢ ta his house
lay and w- K into the kitchs n for
11 erself aml rtwo eubs, The
eV er 1 I'ie Keeper got on
very itimate ts s with the bear. who

civil and well-behaved, and
» food from

it taking the hand)

his hand (with-
One day towand
alng o the Kitehen and
mving received her portlon she went
i of the back door to earry It to her
To her surprise and anger the
ubs were there waiting for her.

food, and rushed at

i gave

sunsetl the bear «

nhs,
She
lald down the her
I a rousing spank
ng. “She did not cuff them; she spank
d them,” and then drove them haek 1n.
o the woods, cufling them gand knock-
ing them at When she
reached the spot where she had told
them to walt, she ‘eft them there and
eturned to the house. And there she
stayed in the Kkitchen for two whole
nours, making the dise bedient childeon
walt for their food, simply to ll:."-l'il'”-ll'
em aud teach them obedipnea 1The
When the

bear leaves her youns in a partlcular
lace and goes in search of food tlor

hem 1f they stray away

nfants a

every step

Xplanation is very natural

in her absenre

he has great dificulty in finding them.,

I'he mother Knew that the safety of her |
ubs and her own peace of mind de
pended upon  striet discipline In the

Oh, had more such

Unlted States)--llai-

that we
nothers in the
per's Magazine,

family.
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- AND...

WEEKLY OREGONIAN

One Year $2.50.

e New York Weekly Tribune

a2 FOR...
EVERY member of
EVERY family on
EVERY farm in
EVERY village, in
EVERY State or Territory.
FOR...
EDUCATION,
NOBLE MANHOOD,
TRUE WOMANHOOD.

GIVES all important news of the Nation.

" GIVES all important news of the World.
GIVES the most reliable market reports

" GIVES brilliant and instructive editorials.
" GIVES fasecinating short stories.

GIVES an unexcelled agricult
" GIVES secientitic and mechanical information
" GIVES illustrated fashion artic les.

" GIVES humorous illustrations
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IT GIVES SATISFACTION everywhere to e very bod:

we furnish THE OBSERVER and N. Y. WEEKLY TRIBUNE One
Year, Cash in Advance, fcr $1.50.

Address all Orlers to

Ireland Bros., Mor_o. Or.
Three Opinions:

“The CHICAGO RECORD is £ model
newspaper in every sense of the word. " —
Harrisburg (Pa.) Call.

‘‘There is no paper published in America
that so nearly approaches the true Jjournal-
istic ideal as The CHICAGO RECORD." —
From *“Newspaperdom" (New York).

“I have come to the firm conclusion, after
a long test and after a wide comparison
with the journais of many cities and coun-
tries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes
as near being the ideal daily Journal as we
are for some time likely to find on these

mortal shores.”"—Prof. J. T. Hatficld in
The Evanston (lIl.) Index.

Sold_by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions
received by all pestmasters. Address THE CHI-
C41GO RECORD. 18! Madison-st.




