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■  I n t o r r a t l n s  M a n  w i t h  a  H is t o r y
T i l l e d  w i t t i  l a t e r e a t t n s  E x p e r ie n c e «
• H e '»  a  P r a c t ic a l  a n d  a  S c ie n tif ic
F a r m e r — U o n o ra  T h r u s t  U p o n  U ln i .

F r ie n d  o f  th e  F a r m e r .
T h e  present head of the Agricultural 

D epartm ent ia an interesting man aud 
has a history filled w ith  interesting expe­
riences. T a ll, sleuder. gray, rugged in 
appearance, w ith a Scotch accent which 
has clung to him since his arrival in thia 
country in childhood, he ia a typical rep­
resentative of what sturdy integrity and 
unbending Will can accomplish. There  
are so many interesting things to be said 
of "T a m a  J im ," who gets thia titie be­
cause his home in Iow a was in Tam a  
County, and it became necessary to in 
some way identify him as against an­
other James W ilson in his ow n Stare, that 
i t  is difficult to know just wh«re to begin 
and where to end in w ritiug  of him. The  
W ashington Star, however, in a lengthy 
artic le  published a few days ago. selects 
a number of unique features in his history 
and some equally interesting chats with  
M r. W ilson.

As a member of Congreas this Iow a  
farm er performed an act o f abnegation, 
e f  renunciation, every w hit as knightly  
ano K erne as rbejo»pired. inspiring seif- 
iahness and nerTe of the grim y man in 
dnncaree« who "held her nose agin the 
bank till the last galoot" got ashore. I t  
was the action o f "Tam a J im " that re­
stored to G ran t the m ilitary  title  that 
he surrendered when he became the civil 
chief o f the nation he had redeemed with  
the sword. I l  happened during the Forty  -

* h

H C B Ï T A S T  W IL s O X .
—-

*lgh« Congress, when G ran t lay dying 
at \  M cGregor. I t  was a Uetno ratio
H o i*. Carlisle was the Speaker. A I 
k ill as introduced restoring to G rant 
the ink of general. To throttle  consid- 
• ra r i*  o f the bill its antagonists resorted • 
to filaistering tactics.

"T ® * J im ," fo r several previous terms . 
a reptsentative from Iowa, now held his 
•eat rovisioca’.ly. I t  was contested by 
Ben. rederick. h.s Democratic opponeut. 
A  coaested election case baa the right of 
way I Congress. The pretext was seis­
ed by he opponents of the urgent measure 
to gis back to the expiring leader his 
m ilita r rank. The supporters of the 
G rantbilL  eagerly as they desired to get 
I t  thrugh in time, were not w illing to 
aacrifie their colleague from Iow a in .o r­
der togain their end. and thus they were 
In ta r  com ¡« ¡led to resort to filibustering 
to preent the consideration of the elec­
tion a te . which was exactly what the 
ao tj-O a n t party wished them to do. The  
G ran t bill was blocked, w ith its benefi­
ciary ’lose to death.

That "T am a J im ” roae to the height 
o. A rh u r  in h.s halL D id  he understand 

®e mere question as to whether he 
be permitted to retain his seat 1n 

Co* * 5 £ *  * tOwd *a  tfae of ■ nation’s 
•xh .h ifca  of common gratitude to its pre­
server? . o dd  it 5«. possible that a mere 
contested «lection case was to be the 
boulder on Xhi<‘h consideration of so pal- 
pahlean act tf justice was to split? " I f  

¡.>b  ca^ . ” he condnded. calmly.
• ® ‘‘- ntenae ailPare, "as it ncquestiona- 

7 appears to he. the obstacle is easily 
removed. M r. Speaker. I hereby resign 
my claim to a seat in this House to my 
contestant. .Mr. Frederick."

The House rang. Every man In the 
Jody joined in the hoarse plaudit that 
followed the speech. The anti-G rant men 
were stupefied, and the G rant bill passed 
the House amid a hurricane o f cheers I t  
7 ”  rushed over to the Senate and imtne- 
diately passed by that body; and w ithin  
an hour a fte r James W ilson. now the Sec­
t a r y  o f Agriculture. had made way for 
Its consideration by surrendering his seat 
in the House of Representatives the bill 
waa «’gned by the President and became
¡ . i T . ' r w i Z ’ "  J;“ "  b* ck “  “ •

! S r’]’" ” S
w a ,  r o n ' r r  I ‘  n ickn lm *

, service as a Coagressman jV r e  was 
In the House another r e p r e s e n t s f r o m  
Iow a named James F . W ilson, afterword  
and for many years, a Senator. H e died 
•everal years ago. To  distinguish the 
two men. "Sunset” Cox fastened upon 
Secretary W ilson the nickname of •‘Tam a  
Jim .” from Tam a County, in which ia sit- 
uaf-d  Air. W ilson’s Iow a farm .

M r. W ilson, at the very beginning of 
h.s career as a member of the lower 
honse of Congress, was the spokesman 
of the agriculturists of this country in 
urging the erection o f the bureau of ag­
riculture. as it was then cailed. into a 
•eparate department, w ith a cabinet offi-

ke><L. H U  word l”* ,ak , n 
*at at,,tbat ,irne be never dreamed 

at he would himself one day be ca'.’ed 
a8?unie tb« mating* rnent of the de.

? !  ™ »trove to estab-
aie'.K ii »e fy ,n.F ra « i »be United S ta te , 
rnii* w »{¡“f r " t DR- Pre8idonf McKinley’.

«  ‘ \ fd  H° n" Ul>,’n bi> »Section
of a Secretary of Agriculture. 

t *1 bs M an  »« I I e l a,
‘‘I  came here to work for the man with

hia coat off. »aid Air. Wilson. "The man 
with bis coat off" ia a favorite figure of 
his. not unnatural:», for be has bee* a

man w ith  his coat off him self all hia life. 
I l ia  big, muscular, horny hands show It; 
hla alow, heavy gait, as of a tuan measur­
ing the distance between furrows, pro­
claims It; so do his tall, rugged, but some- 
what stooped figure, his lined, w ind-swept 
countenance, his steel blue eyes, their 
singular brightness eloquent of life  in the 
open fields, the lids habitually drawn to­
gether by a lifelong evasion of the g lar­
ing brilliance of the harvest sun. The  
honors he has gained have been thrust 
upon him; literally  by physical force he 
was dragged from the farm  to the forum. 
Now, summoned from the directorship of 
an Iow a agricultural college to the head 
of the national agricultural institution, 
he still professes to be nothing more than 
a man in his shirt sleeves, working f«r 
the advancement of men similarly divest­
ed.

In  hia labor-acquired physique, his 
speech, his manner, his movements, ev­
ery one of M r. Wilson's seventy-three 
inches unmistakably proclaims him a 
faruier; he is a fine-looking. générons, 
sturdy looking figure of a man w ho knows 
what the dome of heaven looks like at 
sunrise. W hen the torch of civil war 
gave forth its first red illum ination, young 
Farm er Wilson was all for seizing a mus­
ket and rushing to the front. But the 
fam ily to which he belougod was large, 
poor, and needed its men. who were strap- 
lied to the plough; moreover, hia brother 
Peter, an older man. wanted to go. and 
had the law of primogeniture, observed 
by the Scotch, ou his side. The two men 
drew lots, and Peter went to the war. 
and died ip it. The younger man re­
turned to hia plodding of the fields, to be 
seiard npon as a parliam entarian by hia 
neighbors a few years later.

"Am ong the men w ith  their coats off." 
said M r. Wilson the other day. "are the 
dairymen of thia couutry. They are just 
setting about to tackle one of the biggest 
jobs they have ever undertaken, aud. if  I 
have any kind of g ift of prophecy, they’re 
going to win. The probit m ia thia: Eng­
land is buying <G5.OrtO.OG0 worth of for­
eign butter a year. The United S ’atea 
supplies perhaps 1 per cent of »»- *• •  little  
over fltluo.uort worth, while n ’ tle D enm ark  
•uppliea nearly <30.000.000 worth, buying 
American cow feed the purpose of 
holding thia business. W e make
lh«» b*«t butter in the world. Then why 
can’t we sell at least as much of it to the 
British people aa a little  country like  
Denm ark? T h a t’s one of the things I  am 
going to find out. If  It takes all o f the spe­
cial agents in thia department to get me 
the facts; and it w ill be one of the sur­
prises of my life  if  st the end of three or 
four years we are not furnishing G reat 
B ritain  w ith at least one half the butter 
she imports."

Secretary Wilson puts in from nine to 
ten hours a day at hia department. H e  be­
longs to the careful, plodding type of 
workmen. H r  like« to make the drafts  in 
hia own handwriting of the more imp r- 
tant letters and documents to which he 
appends hia signature. Disaster befalls 
him when, aa often happens, hia old fa n n ­
er friends from Iowa walk in spaa him 
at h:s office, for a single visitation of thia 
•ort eats a considerable hole in his w ork­
ing day; and it does cot console the Se>*- 
retary to be aware that it is his own fault. 
He w ill not let su* h visitors depart w ith ­
in a reasonable rime, much as they pro­
test that they fear they are trenching up­
on h:s indulgence. H e  lines up on a leath­
er sofa alongside a couple of these pros­
perous looking elderly agriculturist*. and 
there ensues a caovass:ug of farm ing  
matters. treated either theoretically, tveh- 
ni<-aily or practically.

Being a scientific farm er, a t well as a 
practical one. .M r . \ \  ¡'.«on says that he 
feels as much compelled to keep up with  
the latest writings of «.-ie&rific farm ing  
a» the ambitious physician is obliged to 
billow the current deveirpuu nts in his 
profession. Hundred» of pamphlets and 
publications of ait aorta re la tive  to m at­
ters of the farm  reach Irlm every week, 
and he lo*<ks through them a lt  l ie  has 
one i-et hobby, which, however, is an emi­
nently practical and praiseworthy one. 
via., the fostering of the sugar beet indus­
try  in the United States. "W h y  should 
the United States pay out SlOO.OtJO.faai a 

J year for its sugar, when we can easily 
, raise it at home?" Is an inquiry he puts to 

his friends constantly, and before long he 
intends to make a personal inspection of 
the most important fields in the couutry 
where the sugar beet industry is growing.

"Probably next year." said M r Wilson. 
" I  shall make a four o f the farm ing dis­
tricts throughout the South and South­
west. I am peculiarly a farm er of the 
temperate region in the Northwest, and 
must own to a considerable lack of in fo r­
mation aa to the requirements of the men 
with their coats off in the snb-tropical re­
gions o f the country. But 1 am going to 
find out as much about them as I can. and 
•hail probably proceed as far as C a lifo r­
nia in the effort."

R E C A L L S  C L E V E L A N D 'S  R E C O R D

l  x - F r e a id e n t  1« R e m in d e d  o f  H la  O w n
1 « r t v ’s D e la y  ia  T a r i f f  L e g ia 'a t io n .
BomelxMiy with a good memory has tak ­

en occasion to remind ex P rc id e u t Cleve­
land and the public wbo rend bis scoid at 
the Republican party because of its 
promptness in carrying out its pledges 
w ith referouce to tariff legislation, of the 
terrible experience of the people of the 
United States during the eighteen month« 
in which his own party delayed its tariff 
legislation. This reminder was brought 
forth by M r. Cleveland's New York 
spec h. in which be criticised the Republi­
can leaders for tneir “ hot ha«»e” In tak ­
ing up tariff legislation. The eighteen 
months which elapsed between M r. Cleve­
land's inauguration in 1SS*3 and the enact­
ment of hia free trade tariff law  included 
more than 30.000 failure«, w ith liabilities  
aggregating more than 500 million dollars; 
the closing down of over HIM) banks; the 
Appointment of receivers for about forty  
railroads, whose indebtedness amounted 
to a billion and a half dollars, and strikes 
and lockouts costing the workingmen en­
gaged 45 million dollars in wages lost.

The total record of the eighteen month» 
includes strikes in New York and M ichi­
gan in March. 1X93; strikes in Chicago 
in A pril: strikes and bank failures in I l l i ­
nois and Ohio in M ay; runs on savings 
banks in W estern States in June; suspen­
sion of work in mines and numerous bank 
failures throughout the W est in July; fa il­
ures in New York and Chicago and amflll- 
er cities, followed by riots in New York. 
Kansas and elsewhere, in August; strike 
on the "B ig  Four” and consequent riots 
in September; railroad strike in Alabam a  
and necessity of troop« to suppress it in 
October; strikes on the Lehigh Valley  
road and in Connecticut factories in No­
vember; riots in Pennsylvania mining re­
gion in December; strikes in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvauia and elsewhere, followed by 
riots, in January; strikes in New York. 
Ohio, Massachusetts and accompanied by 
’ »ota ia Februarv; »trikes iu New Jer-
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DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE.

N
O officer o f the new administcation attracts more attention than the Secretary of Agriculture and a* a conae- 
quencs no department home ia more inquired about than the handsome building in who h "Tam a Jim " W i’aon tol a 
from early morning nnhl long a fte r the close of ordinary bwaioess hours, in behalf of the farm er. A half centurv 
ago a merely nominal sum of fiWO.tXtU was at the instance of the <’<>ram »«louer of Patents Hon I I  I F llaw . rth devoied

'  ”  ............  _ """" — ~ wewws. •>«>« «saaav ra tiia iig r ui rFD r.» LHJl of Pft r r  kn.tan an
if  Seed, shrub, vegetable and fru it. T he  shade trees of our entire country are represented in the groanda over 1 VtO
alive varieties having been p.antcd. The display of flowers ia the grounds is also wonderful and w ill soon equal any I lk .  

io the w ortA  ** ’

A ^ l t i L  \ ^ - T e J ^ T t f e2 ^ ^ t ^ . ^ ,t ‘ Chi:e fb a T in < ^ o r ‘® ,h a ' l ’° *  u r ™ - ' ’ h*  Commissioner of
Agriculture. W hen Prea.dent H .rn s o n  elevated the positinn to the dignity o f a cabinet - See i t .  bead be.-ame the • Sec’ e-

the post!ion first filled by " I  n .le J e rry" It  i-k  of W . -
ar £ a! —  ? * •  h0“ *  ° f ,b *  1>’»‘arsn“’ntbotWm» ««’•» « i npon the mall which ru n . westwardly from the Capitol, and ia m .d w .y  between the Smithsonian

Institu tion  and the W ashington Monixment. I t  b  surronnded by spacious conservatories „nd « .de Moomiag gardens and
“ t ,rW,  V  :  fro“  ,he !ux" r •«*-’««<•« • fro«  *«7b*n . States

A  V  dBarfed aBd hard*  J®1“ «* ,o< <»7 northern horde«. Good size,! gardens occupy the rea r ..f the building in 
which are carried on tes t. • T w ie r ie a  « f  f ru it ,  and plant», sxperiateat. in met beds of grafting  and budding and .to d ie s  
in ths diseases of plants. Seed, of new and superior varieties are tested and v .r io « . and extensive experim ent, earned 
on. r

The department maintains at le .a t one correspondent in every county in the United States through whom atariarirs 
of quauty and quantity of crops are forwarded to W ashing’ oa. to be there distributed by m ean, o f monthly and y e a ry  
reports. Spe, a .,a t. are also employed to prepare from  these report, instructive articles on »«¡tab e top:, <. The department 
baa been of great benefit to the farm ing and fru it growing industries of the country in the determination of di«>aaea o f 
p la n t, and t r ^ a  and i .  t« t ln g  re m .fiie . for them and diatr.bunng Inform ation to the c i a ^ i e o X l I g
insects which Lave threatened to exterm inate certain fru it industrie» have l*eea investigated bv the der»rrm ent . r  t m . . .  
foand for their own destruction and dbeek. proving of lacah-ulable benefit to the f X X  A . ¡ ^ v X , ” « ^ .d liic c T s n d  
exchange, are made with fore.gn Countries of commodities sod fruits, v .riou» insect, and f. es at.r> ar oh  eb i .  
g,vne u c tb w g h t of. and the department is constantly watching and experimenting to he able t<! meet and enuntenui t ie  
work o f these destructive foe. when they appear. The Agricultural Departm eat is in commonicatioa w ith  the lead’ng 
foreign agricultural societies, an J the result has been not only exchange of rep  rts but of almost ever»
of seed, shrub, vegetable and fru it. T he  shade trees of our e n t i r e ---------------------------- X • • p in. a
native 
di

«ey, W.«st V irg in ia, Pennsylvania and 
Colorado, a rc  nq>an:ed by riots and the 
use of troop« to suppress violence, in 
M arch; strike« in Ohio. Pennsylvati a. 
S*uth Carolina. Alabam a and on the P a ­
cific coast, accompanied by riots, wh < h 
were suppressed by State tr«* g*. in Apr:!; 
bl,x«dsbed and u»e o f troops .n Pennsyl­
vania in M ay; strikes and riots in M a ry ­
land. M ontana. Ohio. A ’abama. Wiseoa- 
sin. Pennsylvania and Michigan, which 
were only suppressed by the nse of troops, 
in June; strike» in Chicago. Ind  anapo.is 
and elsewhere, followed by use of troops, 
in July: strike» in New York. Massachu­
setts and other Eastern States prior tu 
final enactment of tariff law on Aug. 2V  
IS M .

W h y  B u s in e s s  M o v e s  S lo w ly .
The bad effect of the election of Grover 

Cleveland* and the free trade Congress 
waa felt in a single month a fte r the elec­
tion because the merchants stopped or­
dering from the home manufacturers in 
the expectation of getting cheap go* «!» 
from abroad under a low tariff. The gtwd 
effect of the election o f M cK in ley  and 
the pr««tectioo C«mgreaa cannot be felt as 
promptly as *  • '  the bad effect of the elec­
tion of Cleveland, because those same 
merchants are stQl baying goods abroad 
in eaonnona quantities, and w ill proha- 
bly have a year's supply in hand before 
the new law gets into effect. Th is  ac­
counts for the delay in activity among 
onr m anufacturers and for the delay in 
the bnaines» revival which w ill surely 
follow the resumption of bn.iness by 
them.

T h e  F a r m e r  a n il th e  S en a te .
The farm er is likely to be well taken 

care of by that dignified b«»dy. the I nited 
States Senate. The ta riff bill, reported 
from the Finance Comm ittee of that body, 
has added a duty of I S  cents per pound 
on hide«, increased the rate on wool o f the 
third class, and <nt out the clau»e in the 
House bill which exempted H aw aiian  
sugar from duties, thus reducing that 
CMBpetitfoa with beet sugar. The duty 
put on huks. tea and other articles which 
were formerly on the free list w ill in*- 
prove the opportunities for advantageous 
reciprocity treaties for which the Senate 
w ill provide, and which w ill greatly t<eoe- 
fit the farm er. I t  Is believed the Honse 
rate« on wools of the first and second class 
will be restored by the Senate or confer­
ence committee.

A ( 'h i l ly  Y e a r  fo r  S ilv e r .
This has been a chilly year for the all- 

ver cause. The population of the nations 
which have rejected the silver standard in 
the past year is more than three times as 
great as th’at of all those taking this step 
drtrine the ten years previous. From  1SH5 
to 1S9B the nations which adopted the 
gold standard were Egypt, Ronm.mia, 
Austria Hungary and Santo Domingo, 
having an aggregate population at that 
time of fifty  million people. The nations 
which have abandoned the silver standard 
in the past year are Bolivia. Costa Rica. 
C hili. Peru. Japan and Russia, with an 
aggregate population of ISO million, to 
any nothing o f China with her 400 million, 
w hich has gone a long distance tow ard the 
adoption of the gold standard.

C le v e la n d ’s L i t t le  J o k e .
Nobody ever before suspected M r. 

Cleveland of beiug a humorist. Upon no 
other theory, however, is it possible to ex­
plain his assertion made in his New York 
speech the other night, that his. party 
“ defends the humble toiler against oppres­
sive exactions in his home and invites him 
to the utmost enjoyment of the fruits of 
industry, economy and th r ift ."  The ex­
perience of the “ humble toiler” since M r. 
Cleveland came to office four years ago 
will hardly enable him to agree with that 
gcutlemau in thia statem ent
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POOLING LAW NEEDED
R A IL R O A D  IN D U S T R Y  K IL L E D  BY  

IG N O R A N T  L E G IS L A T IO N .

At>w>*«te N e r e .s i t y  fo r  •  F o o lin g  I .« w  
I f  th e  lto « d «  A r e  to  1 'ro e j.c r  an d  
C o n tin u e  to  G v e  W o r k  to  T h e ir  
b lu tâ t  H a n d  re*! T h o a s a u  1 L m  p to ye s .

R a i lr o a d  F r c s id e n t '«  V ie w a
M r. E  B. Thomas, in response to an in ­

quiry from the Washington Post regard­
ing his views as to the relation of the 
railroads of ’be country to the prosperity 
of the people, and ;>articnlarly a» to his 
v.ews opuo the pooling b.ll now before 
Congress, any«;

There exists in the public mind an ap­
prehension that the railw ays are opposed 
to the public interest, and that any legis­
lation » h u b  restrain* railways is of ne­
cessity lo t  the good of the people at large. 
This a i.ttak , n i*lea has bad much to do 
with shaping the State leg slatioa that 
ha» in many instances so severely crip­
pled ra ilw ay enterprise, and, in a large 
measure, thia impression was prevalent 
wh, n, ten years ago. Congress took its 
first step in dealing with the railw ay  
problem. Ixx>k.ng back for twenty years 
it is difficult to recall a single legisiativv 
measure, national or State, prop »««I. ad­
vocated or enacted for the beuetit o f the 
railways, whereas during that period hun­
dreds and even thousands of propositions 
have been brought forw ard, many ,»f them 
unhappily enacted into laws, which seri­
ously injure railw ay property and cause 
great loss to those who have iu ’ esied 
their money in this form of security.

l . « r g r » t  E ltn p lo y e rs  o f  L a b o r .
R ailw ays «re not only the largest em- 

p’oyars of labor direct, but they are enor­
mous purchaser» of supplies. I f  the ra il­
way system of the United States were 
even fa irly  prosperous the amount of 
money it would annually distribute over 
thia broad land would exceed
DDO. Comparing our railway» with our 
national government, which is regarded 
as a pretty big business, we find that the 
Government disburses on an average 
about <400.000,000. or one-third as much 
as our railways. Take the Erie Railroad  
system as an example: W ith  a gross In­
come of about <30,000,000 per annum, it 
distributes in wages among about 30.000  
employes, over <1A.0OO.O0O. and for ma­
terial nearly six millions, the greater part 
of which g.»cs to the labor producing the 
m anufactured articles.

T he  total number of railroad employes 
in the United States is about 8*tO,<»tit and 
the total expenditure is over <725.DOO.<NIO. 
Taking as an average live individuals to 
a fam ily, we see that there are some 4.- 
ODO.tMX) of people directly dependent for 
their existence npm  the railroad indus­
try , and I feel safe, therefore, in saving 
that in the conducting «,f transportation  
the railway« distribute more actual money 
to a greater number of individuals 
through more numerous , hnnne's and over 
a wider area of couutry than any other 
Industry.

V « « t Sum s A n n u a lly  L x p e m lc l.
G reat and far-reaching us arc these dis­

bursements. the <25o,OOOb0Oi> per annum  
expended in late years, iu what may be 
termed keeping this property iu good re­
pair, give employment to hundreds of 
thousands of track laltorers. skilled la­
borers in our rail mil's, locomotive, car 
and machine shops, and so on through an 
immense range of trades and occupations. 
Even dnriug these had years, and with 
nncertaiu rate«, the railways are putting  
<70,000,000 per annum iuto their road­
beds, <33.000,0(111 into new rails aud ties, 
and over <15,000,000 iuu* new bridges.

•X » * * * 4
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The fences to keep off cattle and the sign 
po*’ s to warn people at railway ero»-.ngs 
• • oi>? <3.jtm.iM.st per annum, or more 
than the le g g a ti ve branch of the na­
tional government. Even the newspa 
fi" r* *nd priu ’ers are deeply interrsted. 
fur <h..ss1.1x i i  B 1 ,  , p rn t jn p riatjn j, and 
sdverti.ing The United S tates  Poatoffice

b-f>artiuent >» con«idrred an important
•asine»», and yet the aggregate excuses  

’  department in K G  were <80l-
j»4I. 23. while for repairs and renew ab of 
•x'vn...rives, passt-eger and freight cars 

<...r. 5 * 2 * a^* rS I*nded in the same year 
e-»-*.lOi.srs'». a  moment’s thought will 
make it clear that nearly all of thia vast 
•urn :s anitnally spent for mechanical la

r  ( ‘ tinda- ior nearly every branch
cf industry enter» into locomotive and car 
xuldiag. la  t:m«*s n rnially <,xmI you 

may safely figure iu  upward of <10u.UbD.* 
GIO per aunum f,»r this pnrp-.se as a regu­
lar part o f kecfdug the rolling stock of 
ra.lw ays up to date and in good repair, to 
•ay nothing of «a additional ten million 
f„ r other mechanical work incidental to 
keeping the plants o f transportation in 
«••od running erder. I only re h r  to rh, *e 
fact» for the purpose of »bowing how in ­
tim ately the »nr «-«»fill conduct of these 
g n a t properties is interwoven with other 
industries of the country, aud how im­
possible it is to injure our ra iiw av prop­
erties without at the same time seriously 
in jur.ng almost all ether occ upations and 
a irta ilin g  the pros|,erity of the entire na- 
rio«. It  has lwcn aptly «tate»! that unless 
tue people are prosperous the railroads 
cannot flourish. I» not the converse equal­
ly true; can the people prosper when so 
arge an industry languishes, when its 

HOO.0DO employes are working only ¡»art 
tin e and it» forces sre reduced to the 
lowest possible I mi» repairs and replica­
meli;» postponed to better times?

h i t l a r h a n r r  o f  C o m m e rc e .
-N »t only do the continued attacks <*0 

railw ays thus fall heavily upon the indus­
tries of the country at large, but thev 
bring about a disturbance of commerce 
and cause men who w -uld otherwise put 
tbeir  money into o -,.pera tive  industries 
to wiihho.d it. sod thus cripple existing 
and prevent new enterprise« of all sorts 
Instead of benefiting the public, much of 
the so-cailed railway legislation ha« been 
a decided detrim ent. It  creates uocertain- 
ty where certainty should ex ist. I ;  breeds 
many of the ili» <»„ch as dia, rim inathm  
in raiesi which it seeks to remedy, and 
ba» done much toward bringing bankrupt­
cy ’ i.d ruin ,o nearly half the railway  
mi.cage of the country.

I roteetion t«i American industries” has 
ever Iw*en a cardinal pr.nciple in this coun­
try They have almost invariably receiv­
ed fa ir treatm ent a; the hands of the na- 
t.onal Legislature. W hy should an in­
dustry employing more labor—and a great­
er proportiou o f A meri can-born labor—in 
which the capital invested is greater, 
which expends for supplies ¡a this country 
a one sum* far m excess of any other in­
dustry. I»c debarred from fa ir  and leg ri­
mate treatm ent and become the prey of 
unscrupulous deniagoeiws and d'»honest 
P liticians. and the target for newspaper 
abuse.* Iu a new- eountrv. under rew  
conditions, and with a rapidity that has 
astonished the older world, we have built 
up a railway system equal in mileage to 
all the railw ays of the rest of the world 
combined.

The men responsible for the work have 
used »heir Iwst judgm ent, given their best 
thought, and many of them the beat years 
of their lives, iu honest endeavor to make 
the most of the enterprise iu which thev 
have embarked. Are u„t the purposes 
of thia industry a» necessary mid legiti­
mate. are u-q its owner» eutitled to as fair 
a return upon their investment as other 
indueir.«.«? Are not its officers and em­
ployes as honest, efficient and patriotic  
a» those in other avocations? W hy not 
give them a fa ir chauce? Out of the corn

solved the question of moving a ton of 
freight a greater distance for a leas sutn 
of money than any other country. O nr 
passenger service, in «peed, comfort, regu­
larity  and safety ha» been the admiration  
of the world. I^et Leg s.attires, the pre«., 
and the public give fa ir aup|x,rt to this 
great industry, helping to couaerve instead 
of to destroy, and the railroads of Am er­
ica will make aucb progress aa w ill wring 
admiration au.-J praise from even their un­
friendly critics.
To t ' r c e n t  G e n e r a l  D e m o r a t lz  i t  Io n .

I hough the present outlook ia far from 
encouraging, and the re<"eni drclsi<»n of 
the Supreme Court declares that all a t­
tempts at uniform action are ille g *l. w« 
seek for no legislation that w ill increase 
rate» or add to the burden of the general 
public. 'I be proposed pooling bill recently 
introduced iu the I nited States Senats 
by Senator Foraker of Ohio means at 
the Le«i a sort of breakwater to prevent 
general demoralization. I t  is the best 
means thus fat devised to legalize free­
dom of agreement between competing 
line» co that si! shippers may secure Just, 
reasonable snd uniform rates. In  the na­
tional leg is la tu re  of ten year» ago the ne­
cessity for uniform action regarding rail­
way a was recognized, aud this measure ia 
only taking up the qccs’ ion where Cou- 
gre»a la.d it down and carrying the legis­
lation a step further. To  hold these prop­
erty»  together and to give the people the 
full benefit las 1 have shown! of a dis­
bursement reaching nearly twelve hun­
dred million a year, we meat get nearer 
a uniform man.igeuieut. The work of ths 
railways must, in short, be carried on 
with uniform ity and ireth'xi. Thia <an 
best be done by the several railw ay sys­
tems working as they do. Under the law, 
aa proposed, when the rates are finally 
agreed upon by the c»oi;»eting roads, and 
passed by the Interstate  ( ’otumerce Com­
mission as reasonable and just, power 
should be given to the road» to enfores 
thttn. Th.s s a reaswoable and fa ir de­
mand, and one that Congress should at 
once grant.

The proposition which ha» b--en »".ggeat- 
ed by some theorists for en argir.g the 
In terstate Commerce Commission and 
t>erw:tting it to in itia te  rate» would be a 
fata l mistake, and a system based vpeff 
such an idea vicious in the extreme. The  
railways not onlj have the ability , but 
the facility to make rates. I t  is expert 
work, requiring judgment and a thorough 
knowledge of ail local conditions. To  
have the rate  making power removed to 
M ashmgton and absolutely fixed by a 
commission, no m atter h*>w able or t « v  
hone»t. would work incalculable in jury. 
I t  would be fa r better for the Government 
to purchase the railw ays and assume the 
whole responsibility than for the Govern­
ment practically to andertaka the reguia- 
t *n and management of the profierty of 
pr.vate m I:v ¡duals. Thia ia undoubtedly 
the most ml»< h:erous proposition thu» fa r  
evoked by demagogue» ai.d anarchists for 
the wiping out c f the capita! invested in 
railw ay enterprises. I t  would simply bs 
anenduratile. and lead to rate complies- 
tions heretofore ucl ard of. even in onr 
present imperfect system. The p»*>s b.li- 
t es of corruption would Le tremendous; 
the pull ng and hauling at NYasbing'oa 
for favored rates f r special communities 
would bring the whole sy*neni down with  
the weight i f  i’a own folly and .mprae- 
t liab ility .

AA o n l I t ’ ie YA h o le  C r i iB * r y .
Iu  the b.ll referred to. the public, the 

shipper, the ra ilw ay employe and the ra il­
ways have all been fairly eon« lerrd. I f  
it be«-oir,es a law the results must be bea- 
eft- .al to the whole country. becsu«e our 
railw ays penetrate all parts o f the repub­
lic- Coecress should, therefore, approach 
it in a spirit of fairness and justice, and 
cot with temper and political prejudice. 
I t  is an honest effort to adjust satisfac­
torily difficulties that have grown up by 
reason of the magnitude of our transpor­
tation industry and the newness of our 
common country.

T H E  F A R M E R S  A N D  P R O S P E R IT Y

f e m e  P ea«  b l -  F a  g*e«tt«vwa. U v e a  i f  
T h e y  I o  C om e f r o m  th e  B e a t .

T h e  common cry from the varices Dem­
ocrats tloating around in cold and muddy 
w ater ».nee the fl<»--.i o f November, that 
may be p ace<I in anguage easily evtuprw- 
bended. is a» follow st

I-<»ok here, yon fellows have promised 
the coui try good times, genera! prosper­
ity. ail that »ort o f thing, plenty of g->od 
money, if M cK in ley should be elected; 
now. where is the money to come from 
aud how do you expect to get yonr good 
times? There are just about live million 
farmers watching y«a. and if  yon cannot 
do something fot them, yoa are goue. 
C an't you are it already?"

In  this connection it is customary to ask 
the quest*on». “ W hat is it prcdsely the 
firm er»  d«s:re and expect? W hat would 
satisfy them? Yun warn ua that they a rt  
revolutionists except on conditions—de- 
fin* the conditions.”

And the answer is that the farmers 
have not been making anything aud they 
w ant more money, a td  a*can to have it 
from one party if  out from another. I f  
the Republicans do not give them aid. ths 
farmers w ill turn the whole Government 
over to the Populist Democratic party, 
and that is just w hat is in the w ind now!

As for the fanners of America, they 
will have to remember that they have not 
the toonopoly of gni n aud meat produc­
tion—that the vast wheat fields of Argen­
tina. Ind ia , southern Russia, Hungary  
and the Dakotas, are plowed and «own 
and reaped by machinery, so that wheat 
ia grown at less expense than in any 
form er age. because there is less labor 
nectled to til! the gn und. More than that, 
the world ha* by eheap power from cheap 
coal, and by cheap steel, been made com­
paratively small The lines of steel rails 
across eontieeuts s; uniting great rivers 
on »tee! bridge»—the lin«« of »tee! steam­
er« acros* the oceans—ten thousand tons 
of freight driven live hundred miles a 
day. find.* the workingmen of the cities 
iu white bread. Farm  product» are cheap­
ened by giviug tile populous nations that 
carry on m anufacturing Industrie« cheap 
food along n th frugal power aud fast 
transportation. W ell, is this to he regnml- 
ed a» a calamity ? Tb » v« ry cheap pow er 
and rapid movement enlarges the area 
that the uu n who w ork in shop« can live 
in -gives w ife and children good air and 
a chance for shade and grass and tuiik di­
rect from the cow*s in the summer time. 
Butter come» from Australia by the thou­
sand tons and break* the butter markets, 
sii that golden butter go.» with white  
bread.

H ow  are the fanners to be eomjiensat- 
ed? There i» »ne sure way. It is the es­
tablishment of home market» thr ugh ths 
diversity of industries. W e cannot better 
the condition of fanners by mu.tip!) mg 
farmer».-N e w  York l ’nss.

Greece and Corbett »eeui tv l*c in tbs 
same class. Boston G'-.b«.


