I me tell you what no one on earth
don't know but me, "bout that bank
mystery.

Yes, thank vou, 1 will sit down. A
fire feels good on a night like this.
*Tain't often such as 1 have a chance
at this kind of comfort and luxury.

What do | know about the bank mys-
tery? Land sakes, judge, time they
opened the bank that day ten years ago
and found the bank vault breoke into
and the safe blowed up and not a dol-
lar gcaoe, I could have told it all. The
people of Tiverton ain't done talking
and wondering 'bout it yvet, and there
a'n’'t never been no one livin' as could
tell what it all meant but me.

I brought some papers—here they
are, judge—where it's all wrilten down
and I can swear to it if you like. 1
don't want them never used, though,
unless 1 die and something comes up
as would make it best for my family to
know, though there’s this in it I'd ruth-
er die than have 'em know. If it's all
the same to you, judge, I'd like to tell it
to you. Seems like I'd get rid of a load
and would be happier and die easier
feelin’ 1'd spoken it all out to one livia’
human

You'll be glad to listen? That's good
of you. I knowed you was a kind man
and a just one; that's why 1 come to
you. No, thank you, I don't smoke: 1
put all that money away for my wife
and children.

Do you hear that storm? Outside
seems like all the evil powers was let
loose. You can't judge "bout it here. It
comes kind of mutfled like through
those thick curtains and it don’t shake
this great house like it does some.

It's this kind of night that makes |

men huddle together, judge, and plan
how to get rich and have fine things
such as the likes of you. I've been
through it all; I know. I've felt as if 1

bhad as good a right to "em as anyone |

and I was bound to have 'em, too. 1
warn't brought up to no trade nor noth-
in' and fair means seemin’ to fail, 1
took to the other.

Yes, judge, I started out in life a thief |
1 prospered fairly in a

and a robber.
small way and no one didn't catch up
with me for some time. Then I joined
a gang in for everything.
was fascinating! It was like drink; I
couldn’t give it up and I couldn't get
enough of it 1 was in prison and out
then, the old story, till I married and
begun to have little ones.

Then, Lord knows what helped me—

something did—and for the sake of my |

wife and children, 1 broke loose from
everything and came here, where no

one didn't know me, to start over again. |

I had some money and opened the res-
tanrant just opposite the bank.

Long as 1 didn’t read the papers I |

got on well; but let me see them and
I'd hunt through 'em for the robberies,

and I'd be crazy, plumb crazy for a |
while, aching to be in it all again. See- |
In’ "bout my old pals gettin’ in trouble |

didn’t make no difference.

Time come, though, when I begun to
enjoy life differently, and to feel my-
self more respectable. The love for
the old life begun ter go till I could
read about it without gettin’ all fired
up. I thought then I was all right

Then they come here, part of the gang
I'd belonged to. First 1 knowed of it
was seein’ 'em In the restagrant. 1
"spicioned they warn't here for no good
and it most took my breath away. They
knowed me quick enough, too, and
nothin’ wouldn't do but I must join "em.
I was the very man they wanted, I
could help ‘em and I was bound to "em.
*Twas the biggest thing they'd under-
taken yet; the bank. They'd come on
to examine the situation, knowing
that Mr. Durkee, the new mill owner,

would make a big payment soon and | still and only breathe and listen gives |

the money for it would be in the bank
here. If there werén't anything else,
that would be a big haul, worth bavin’
and me bein’ here decided "em.

I do think the devil brought all his
friends and relations with bim that
night to tempt me. 1 forgot how 1o
sleep and just couldn't stay in bed. I
wonder | warn't in tatters by mornin’,
wwith the devil tuggin' at me as he did
and tryin’ to keep me out of the room
where my sleepin’ children lay.

Lord, it makes me creep and perspire
all over pow to think of it

Yer see them bank people come over
to my place for lunch best part of the
time, and they all knowed my little
people, and the mill people knowed "em,
too. My oldest boy worked in the mill

and they'd been as kind as could be |

when be's sick. Christmas time they's
good to bim, too, and there warn't a
bank officer but what had remembered
my little people, even to the watchmauo.
Seemed like robbing my own people,
somebow. I's bound net to inform on

the gang, and they’s bound ter rob ther |

bank, but I cursed ‘'em in my heart for
comin’' just when 1 was gettin’ rid of
the old life for good and all. "Twas
awful!

Well, judge, you know how them
rooms over the bank was rented to start
a new daily paper. | made 'em swear
solemn as my name warn't to appear
pnowhere. [I'd plan it all out and give
‘em points and be on hand at the last,
but [ had to be cautious.

They found out when the money was
to be paid and 'greed on the night be-
fore for the robbery. 1 had all mapped
out for 'em where and how they were
to loosen up the boards of the floor in
their room above, so we could break
through and lower ourselves into the
vault when the time came. Then you
see we'd only have the safe to get into

and the great iron door between us and |

the watchmzan.
Everything was ready, and we was
pretty sure the money was pald.

Do you hear that sterm now, judge?
*Twas like that ten years ago to-night,
dark as Egypt, with the rain and wind
a perfect hurricane; a terrible night;
ghe kind of night for any sort of crime.
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'VE come, judge, to ask if you'll let |

Lord, but it |

.

The men chuckled to themselves, “Twas

| a fortune sure this time, and they'd all |

be on the way to comfort and safety be
fore day. 1 ain’t never seen "em so ex
cited. XNothin' bhadn't gone wrong and
nothin' couldn’'t now.

We had sentinels stationed round to

| give the alarm, but there wasn't much
danger on a night like tnat.

We had planned so as to have the
door of the safe ready to blow open
when the watchman went down cellax
to see to his fires. | knowed time of
night he did so, seein’ him often from
my house across the way through the
window of the bank, but to make sure
we stationed a man where he could give
the signal at the proper time. With
the watchman downstairs and we shut
in that vault, with solid masonry below
us, ‘twarn’t in the range of possibili
for no human to hear us.

"Twae planned that when we broke
through the ceiling me and one of the
others was to go down first with the

lles

lanterns and tools and get the door
ready for Jim Groogan, the leader of

the gang, to come down and use the
dynamite and be on hand to take out
the money.

Lord, but it was just the night for
such a piece of work, and after | had
examined to see If all was safe, know-
ing the dangers better than the others
we broke through the floor and lowered
the ladder, and there we was—right in
the vault. "Twas well for me 1'd hit it
right, for my life wam't worth much
if any o my plannin’ failed to work

Tom Doolan in a hurry went down
first and when 1 was half way down
he started back, saying in a hoarse kind
of whisper:
| *“Wheo called me?™
“No one, you fool,” said Jim.
| *“Then.,” he said, and he ran past me
| on the ledder, “someone is down there.
| Twict 1 heard someone say: ‘Go back,
go back.” ™
| “We'll gag him,” said Jim, and me

| and him went down tnd turned
lanterns round lookin' everywhere, but
there warn't no one there

“What's the matter with the fool®
growled Jim, and went back and tried
to send him down again, but he just
wouldn't go, s0 Jim cursed him and
come himself, and bhe and me begun
to get the safe door ready to blow up.

That's a thing that takes time and
care, judge, but we went at it
will, and never a word. It was so still
you could almost hear your heart beat,
when all of a eundden came a smothered
cry, loud and clear, like a woman's
We stopped work and looked at each
other, Jim's face white and scared.

“Lord, what was that? he said

“l often hears "em on the street like
that,” I said.

“That warn't on the street; it sounded
close by,” said Jim. “We couldn't hear
nothin’ outside in this place.”

“Nonsense,” I sald, “don’t you make
a fool of yourself, too, and spoil it,” and
1 went to work again.

while and then got steady again.

“That must bhave come through the
room upstairs,” he said presently.
“Queer, though, it sounded so close.”

Then we worked cn and there warn't
nothing more to be heard. Rest of the
gang might all have been dead men.
for all the sound they made and we
didn't say nothin’, and so the night
went on.

At last we had it all ready and were
only waiting for the signal to blow it up
| and then—money enough to make us all
| rich. 'Tain't such as you can realize
| the excitement and the strain of such
a moment. To know it's all there
ready, and then to have to wait! [t's
easier walkin' over red hot coals. It's
all right to go on and work, but to stay

| 2 man the shivers.
| Presently Jim caught my arm.

| “Say, I thought 1 heard voices, did |

| you? he whispered.

“The men upstairs,” 1 said.

“Sounded down here. Have
pistol ready.”

1 took my lantern and went round the
vault again carefully, and then held it
up to examine the walls. Then I shook
my head. There warn't no way we
could hear no one.

“It's the queerest place | ever was
in,” sald Jim, “and by Jove I'll be glad
when we are out of it. Why don’t that
signal come? Suppose there's any
hitch? 1 swear I hear volces again.”

Just then came the signal and Jim
! bégan to apply the dynamite, but his

Your

| hands trembled so and his eyes looked

so wild and excited, his own wife
wouldn't know him.
“The money, the money,” he whis

pered, “we must have it now.”

We got out of the way just in time
| and then out came the door.
| *“The inside door, quick,” said Jim,
| but the explosion had made that fall
| inside and we just could lift it out.
| *“Have the bag ready,” sald Jinr, as he
| leaned forward to haul out the great
| piles of bank notes and silver we could
see by the light of the lanterns.
| “Hands off, or you are a dead man.”
It It was a volee that would most have
| waked the dead. 1 dropped my bag
| and Jim drew back his hand and caught
‘I hold of me with a grip like iron, and

we began to go slowly back to the lad
der.

“The combination Is all right; we
have them now; they can't escape us.”

We were half way up the ladder when
we heard the click, click of the lock,
and as we drew the ladder after us we
could hear the rasping of the hinges of
the fron door.

“Fly, fly for your lives; we are dis-
covered,” sald Jim, as he went around
to warn the men; and in the darkness
and the wind and the rain they went
away and 1 ain’t never seen none of 'em
since. 1 heard, though, as when they
found there warn't no one there and
the bank people didn't know nothin’
*bout it till the next morning, they just
belleved the bank was haunted, sure.

| ial

| #s well as around the neck ane

our |

with a |

I could see his hard trembled for a | _ -

|
|
|
|

Do I know what It was, Indge? There
Ain't noe o . & does Know, that's
| sure. 'Tain’'t much, after all
Yer sed lay 1 with my Mt
nes, | found as 1 could make "em hear
all Kinds of noises anvwhere 1 wanted
and | i and laughin It was
fun fuar ey and 1 often done it; ven
triloqu 1. 1 believe you eall it: but
att s the last time Y er see, none
of the gang didn’t Kknow "bout that, and
I don’'t Keer ever to have "em Know
| now It saved the bank without my in
formin’, and that’s all 1 care for
(1l no, judge, the bank don't owe
thin You'll take care of the pa
I'bank you. 1'm obliged to you
tening, too It Kind of makes me

. easier
No, no, thank you, 1 won't stay and
\Ke no 1 e of your time, Don't get
1 ea id my way out
What's von say, judge® You

honor and respect me—me And the

bank- land, judge, "twarn't me: ‘twas
my wife and children saved the bank
and I'm proud of ‘em—proud of ‘em

Jundge Groumld night. —"hiladelphia
MNmes

FASHIONS OF LONG AGO.

The Style of Clothes Worn by Young
Women Farly in the Century,

“A Group of

» Century” is the

Helen

lcan Girls Early in
title of an article
Evertson Smith in the Cen

tury After deseribing the visit of twe
cousins of Chancellor Livingston to
New York, the writer says

In general all was rose-colored to the

two young country girls launched into
society with every advantage which
iltivation, beauty, and high

lons could bestow Riches they

t possess, but they were too hap

py¥ to care for that Iheir wardrobs
strikes one as having been |l|'1';-1!'1|:)
limited, but at that time it was held
licity should rule the attire

ris., so they did not feel

e fresh, sheer white In

gowns, relieved with broad

e thelr only evening

were made with low,

and full sleeves gath
nto a puff a little above the elbow
called Emp

e b1l

Mbly In an exagge:

<«

The so re styles were then

and pro

at as is apt to be the case when
fashions have to be copled at a dis
tance not only of thousands of miles
but also of a year or more of time. The

skirts were short. showing not only the

thin slipper. but the clocked silk stock
ings well above the ankle, and were so
very scant that it required skill to
dance in them without rending the
slight fabrie Neither of the sisters had
v silk dress. Gowns of that mat !

» hamdly considered suitable for un
narried women under 25 years of age
Gowns of pretty flowered chintz were
except it
when a heavy but soft mater-
“stufl™
For driving or walki
a gown dark or broadcloth
These were made th close
coming a little below the elbow, where,

worn at home xtremely cold

weather
Enown as was permitted

ng each sister had

msan

f
of

w sleeves

m of the

skirt

tom Was an &~

swansdown, changed later in the sea-
son for a border of marten fur. Long
pelisses of crimson cloth, lined and

trimmed with the marten fur, und great
nuffs and tippets of the were
worn all suitable weather The
erimson velvet bounets were large and
adorned with
abundance of white ostrich plumes, but

Sa e
in
scoop-like things an

not by any means as exaggerated in size
as those worn a few years later.

Americans as Musicians.
Madame Emma Calve contributes a
paper on the “Conquering Race in Mu-
lL.adies’ Home Journal iun
which she specially addresses students
of vocal music. She tells of the traln-

sic”™ to the

jnired for the operatic and the

ing
concert stage, the impersopation of
character, the value of suggestions, etc.,
and pays this trubute to Americans:
“The Americans have, It 1o me,
in the feld of music, and especially in
the field of vocal music, all the charae-
teristics of the conquering race. They
are possessed naturally of the most ex
properly

seens

quisite voices, which, when
cultivated and trained, are almost un
they have indomitable energy,
perseverance and pluck at
nothing, are deterred by no trouble and
prevented by ohstacle Poverty,
weariness, hard work
of these living spectres which affrigh
and terrify the average art worker has
terrors for them. Their physique and
their temperament seem made for toll
and te surmount discouragement, and
the success which they are daily achlev-
ing. in the field of both operatic and
5 to their
natural fitness for accomplishment, and
o excel. They seem,
in fact, to be most lavishly fitted by
are assuming.
of volce, energy, pluck
frequently add
a beauty of face and grace of forin and

they stop

no
none

exertion,

concert singing, ls testimony

ability 1

parts they

nature for I

To these

amnd perses ince they

«h the public recognizes

the suc-

as most important factors In
cess of the singer's career. They have,
too, the temperament which makes

great artlsts and great actresses, the
artistic feeling which has for its stand-

ard, perfection, ¢ which is satisfied
with nothing less.™
Storks.

The chief places to which the storks,
s0 numerous in Belgium and Holland,
migrate for the severe winter generally
experienced In those countries, has been
discovered by a Belgian nobleman. He
succeeded in ecatching two hundred of
the birds and attached to each, either
round the neck or on one of its legs, a
label upon which was written his own
address, together with a request that
anyone who caught or killed the bird
during the winter season would send
the label back to him, indicating the
locality in which it was found. The
next spring, one of the labels arrived
from Western Algeria, and two years
later another came from the mouth of
the Senegal river. More labels have
been received by the experimenter, all
coming from the northern parts of the
African continent, which clearly shows
that storks follow the course of the
swallows when the leaves begin to fall
in Europe.

One Way to Break Glass.

It is scarcely credible, but it is a fact,
that a glass can be broken by the voice
If you strike a thin wine glass while
you hold it by the stem It will emit a
certain note—in most cases a pretty
deep one. On approaching the glass
rapidly to your mouth, and shouting
into it the same note as loudly as possi-
ble, the vibrations of the glass belng
thereby extended, it will be shivered
into fragments. This used to be a fav-
orite experiment of Lablache, the re-
nowned singer, who would thus break,
one after the other, as many glasses as
were handed to him.

When ;'um--u -uppone a -dndldlte, it
is usually because of some grudge they
feel against the women folks.

Swedes belleve that the devil has
power over a child until it ls baptized.

DEAD TO THE WORLD.

They lLonked Like Suicides, but
Knew Their Business,

They

Suicides have oeen so numerous of
late that a Star reporter was not very
much surprised the other night when
he almost stumbled over a man who lay
i the flat of his back at full lengt! \
he pavement at the corner of Massa
husetts Avenue amd Ioth Street 30
lay in the shade of a tree, but the muw
light falling through the branches not
wly clearly detined the form, but gave
a welrd and uncanny effect

I'bhe Star man, startled for a t
stopped to examine, and when Le saw
five or more silent outstretehed o s
near he curbstone although
looked like so many ghosts, and il
the locality look like a miniature bat
tlefield, the whole thing was easy. They
were only sleeping, and although ilhw
beds were hard, some of them wers
lving on their coats and several lay in
the gutter with the curbstone for
pillow Three or four of the familiar
sireet-sweeping carts stood like sen

nels near by under the shadow of the

trees, and the horses in the shafts were
sleeping, too. Just then a street sweepnen
came along dragging his big broom
and The Star man asked,
the silent forins, “What are t
uncle **
“W'y, boss, dey is jes' sleepin’.”
“Tired out™
“No, indeedy
tiahed. But see Do ‘'mount er day
light sleepin’ is as good as er little night

vnting to

hey doing

It's too early ter git

vo'

sleep, an’ so w'en de bors gits a chanes
"Twesen dey
down an’ take a nap
onliest

W CePS, Je&" draps right

Mebbe dis is de
one dey’ll git till tomorrer It

has

happens dis yer way. De machines

come down 16th and gone up one side

er Massachusetts and jes’ now dey Is
up arcund Dupon’. Now we done sweep

16th and we has to wait till dey come
back. Den de sweepers will get in line
and de cyarts will foller along jes like
er percession.™

“But carts hold much
more. One of them is full to overtlow
ing already,”

these won't
sald the Star man
all bel

to de gang and dey all sticks toged

“Dat’s all right, boss, dey

kase dey all goes to de 109th str
dump. Now dat full eyaht belongs 1
de leader, and de heaviest sweepin's
was ob his side of 16th, and he tlled
fust. But dey all keeps togedder
“Heah comes de machines now h
exclaimed, and the familiar swish of

the horse sweepers could be heard com
ing nearer. They were preceded by the
inspector In a light buggy His quick
eve detected the sidewalk sleepers, and
his method of calling them to duty was
to drive his horse on to the curbstone
among them. The men arose one after
another and picked up their coats and
brooms One called out I
“Say, fling us a half so's we kin a
pint’

After the horse sweepers had passed

they fell into line

tter and be

in the g

gan sweeping the dirt In v
Then the carts came al the
night's work was continued

tching

Star reporter stood g

wa
stopped his horse at the first littl

f sweepings. He ben

up a plece of paper an
off his big shovel, whicl
like burnished steel in the m«
Then with one swoop he shoveled
entire pile into his cart
“Do you ever find
keeping ™ asked The Star man
“Deed 1 ain’t nebber foun’

anything worth

nothin’ on

dis job. Some of de gang does. One of
de boys picked up $£55 one night. What

did he do with t? “Deed you'h too
hard fer me. | doan’ know what he
done wif it, cep'n ter keep It G'long!
whoa ™

After every “whoa™ and before every

“g’long” came that metallic ring of the
shovel as it came in contact with the as
phalt. These are the familiar sounds
that strike the ear of tl pedestrian
every the

night as he passes through
streets of the pational ca ]
such unique scenes as th
are enacted nightly, but they are p«
culiar Washington and
found in every large clty

ne described

to cannot be

A Letter from Dr Holmes.
Isabella Graham Murdock
utes to St. Nicholas an experience
her school-day life, In which she quotes
the following interesting letter that she
received from Oliver Wendell Holm
Boston, March 15th, 18~

My Dear Miss Isabella: Here
little Incident of my life which 1 have
never told In print:

When | was a little boy I got upon a
raft one day—a few boarde laid 1t
gether—which floated about In a pond

a very small pond, but rather bigger
round than a dinner table. It was big
enough, anyhow, to drown a little boy,
and came pretty near doing for,
while 1 was stooping over the edge of
the raft, [ slipped and went souse into
the water,

I remember a great sound in my ears

“guggle, guggle,” 1 sald it was, when
they asked me about it—and a desper-
ate struggle, feeling that 1 was going
to be drowned, Just as li“tle Sam Childs
had been:; and then—all at my
whole past life seemed to flash before
me as a train of cars golng a thousand
miles an hour, If such a speed were pos-
sible, would pass in one long crowded
streak before the eyes of a person
standing by the rallroad.

I had never heard that this was a
common experience with persons who
near drowning, but I have since
heard of many cases where the same
flash of their past lives has come before
drowning people who have been res
cued and have told about it

You may put this story ln your essay,
if you like.

I get a great many letters from young
persons, and it takes a great deal of my
time to answer them—so 1 think 1 am
quite good-natured this evening to tell
vou all this—don't you think so, dear
?\hnn Isabella? Very truly yours,

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES

contrib-

-

.

is ope

-

once

are

Song of May.

In Sweden a pretty custom is preva
lent on the first of May. At 12 o'clock
at night on the 30Ut h of April a band of
young people In every rown and village
begin visiting each house in the neigh
borhood, singing the “Song of May” un
til each resident gives them elther
money or food for the benefit of the
May 'H:I." which takes place two days
|,”.:|-. its expenses being entirely pald
by the procexds of this midnight sing
Ing. Over ¢ach door the party leaves
a branch of red or white may to bring
luck to the household during the com-
ing year.

To make an lmpermeable glue soak
ordinary glue in water, until it softens,
and remove it before it has lost Its
form. After this, dissolve It In lin
seed oll over a slight fire until it Is
brought to the consistence of a jelly.
This glass may be used for joining
any kinds of material In addition
to strength and hardness, it has the
advantage of resisting the action of
water.

A man who comes to the front as a
man s plways a little to the front as a
boy

(—/ 1 ICAARY
(y, ’ \,‘(f o I\C
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Prairie Pimples
~

Southwestern Louisiana is bords i
tlong the oast with broad sand Fil} !
gravelly plains t wil the 1 of
“plmpled prairies’ has by Eive I'his
curious title comes from the I [
taounds, arranged in zones and al
lntersecting lines, wit whicl In
areas of the plains are covered
merly these mounds, which a
fifty feet in dinmeter and atta ‘ i
slonally a helght of ten feet, wers Ip
posed to have been made by ants, «
whose nests they abound. But recent
Iy Professor Clenden K 1 $
lana State University, has found re
son for thinking that the 1 unds wers
formed through the blowing 1 1
by gas es f venuts n t
ground nge t of 1
mounds in zones and lines 18 accounted
for by supposing that the gas veats
existed along the fractures radiating
from an earmhquake center

Ancient lnsects,

Recent discoveries in the coal LS
of Central France have = |
far the greatest advance that has ever
been made in our K
sects which inhabited the world
lons of years, as geologists believe, e
fore the t ¢ when ] & aj
pearance upon the eart 1 tw
derful age whe the A 1 =
plants, whoses vinalns nst T bae
oal beds of to-day, were alive
flourishing, the air and e soil wers
animated by t presence of O8, TTIUSS
hoppe Kroaches, drmg fies, sj
ders, s 1 = vs of er S|

8 Which exist but slightly hanged
at the present day But the sects of
1 e reinote times attalned a giga
slze. some f the Irag: ' P
ing more than two feet f I
of their expanded wings 1 . =
of these insects have bws ATVY .
preserved in the strata of coal

A Kite a Mile High,

e A ACCOUnt was giver =
column of the hig kKite-fly b

euts at the Blue Hill Obs
near Boston, all 5T
Pl s 1 iNgH 1t -
est elevation lbyak -
0 feet above a-level r 1.0
above the summi f 1€ During
| -« i |".. "‘<: | “r ...l.: 1 1 -

.
f w

The Wonderful Phagocytea.

When a drop of human blood is |
ed between two plates of glass a «d «x
amined with a microscope it s s
to contain, beside the 1t shs
which give it its red color w
ish grains called white corpuscles
If the glass Is warmed to a t«
ture equal to that of the auman body
these corpuscles, or phagocytes, as they
are otherwise called, will be seen to put
out and retract minute processcs
which, as If acting the part of feer,

b

enable phagocytes to
the surface of the glass. The Russian
paturalist, Metchnikoff, has discovered
that the phagocytes in our blood feod
the mi«
when

crawl ov

robes of Infectious dis

such microbes

the

are

duced into sYstem sir

president of the
jation for the Advancem

thi
tils

Lister

belleves that action o

gocytes, which is scientificall

“phagocytosis.” “is the
by

its microscopic

main
living

foes.”

INeaAns [osss ssedd the

against W hie
ever a wound Is made in

the body the

an
phagocytes, llke weil

$h

trained soldlers. rush to the breach and
make war upon the putrefactive
crobes endeavoring to enter the svstem

Irom Quarries.
Very luteresting facts, not generally
inown, about the iron mines of Spal
’

ussed at a recent meeting of
and Steel Institute
It Is from XNorthern L
in the n.-‘,gl_l.-.['_‘g wil of Bilboa, that the
greater part of the imported
for the use of British steel-makers is
obtained. Steel is made by the basic
process from iron ore containing phos
phorus; but for the qualities of
steel, which is made by the open hearth
process, a purer ore must be used, and
it is that which Eagland imports from
Spain. “Nature,”
entific journal Nature
designed the hills of Northern
especially for the use of the steelmak
er.” Until recently practically no ef
fort made manufacture
steel in Spain, and most of the ore has
been exported to England. The iron
mines of Northern Spain are described
as being rather quarries than mioes in
the ordinary sense of the word

wWere |!:\-
the lron
Britain

of Great

Spa

iron ore

b st

says the English sei
“seems to have

Spain

has been to

mountainsg themselves are just
of iron ore covered naturally
a thin layer of earth
and it only rematns to break up the ore
and load it into fitting
when it is conveyed down to th

heaps
with but
This is remoy ed,

recepiad les,
wiaters
edge by its own gravity.”

The Great Gas Industry,

The artificial gas interest of this coun-
iry important and
extensive one., There are

is an exceedingly
n the neigh
borhood of 1,200 cities and towns of the
United States lighted in large part by
manufactured gas. In additlon there
are thousands of homes in which gas
is being largely, If not wholly, employ
ed for cooking and heating purposes
About $SOOO 00000 s Eas
works property in this country, and the
gas interest Is perhaps second In lm
portance only to the luvestment o rail
road properties.

The gas industries propose to hold an
exposition at Madison Square Garden,
New York City, opening on Jan, 27,
1807, and holding for two weeks, At
this exposition will be every
practical apparatus and appliance
which enters into the manufacture or
distribution of gas as an llluminating
or heating agent.

One of the features of the exposition
will be cooking both
afternoon and evening, two competent
demonstrators having been secured
for this work.

A gas tower of large dimensions has

invested In

shown

demonstrations
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Quite FPlain.
A coroner in Nevada recently rea

nat was more sen
f the

verdicts usually

:! found

A certain o0 ving 1

| a little powder t 1 upon some wood
would facilitate its burning, directed

a small stream a keg upon the

burning piece, but not possessing a hand

sufficiently quick to cut this off he was

blown info a mill The fol

on pleces

lowing was the ver
great gravity by

calls

didn’t
visitation
struck by ligl I !
want of breath, for he

mean to

’
of

thing whatsomever t
it's quite plain he didn’t at
was about, and so [ shall br died
for want of common sense.”
How a Town Was Named,
“Until a few years ago a little Wis

consin hamlet was known simply as
‘Hog Back,” fr

the

the peculiar shape o
sald a Milwaukee
| dArummer. “Finally held

an indignation meeting o wipe out the

near

1l
the citizens

plebelan name and choose a better one

“1t was decided to ho

of the ol

the place by

giving it the name lest settler,
King
gl‘!i'.l'll Mills,’
‘Kingsville' and so on, but the old man
himself objected. Then it was
he town for one of Mr
But

I
jealousies |

a man named Somebody sug

‘King's and

agreed
King's

the

| to name

daughters e had seven of

and womptly eropped out
At last some genius noticed that all the
o I d-headed, and
‘Auburndale.” And Auburndale it is to

this day.”

8 were T suggested

Slept a Year.
In Blanchet's curious book, “Comptes
Rendus,” mention made of a

who at the age of 18 had

is

a peculiar

“spell,” which the physicians pronouns
ol “constitutional lethargic slumber.”

whiech lasted for forty davs. Again at
the age of 20 she slept for fifty days
Her last recorded “long sleep” lasted

from April 20, 1862, un

almost a year
til March, 1863,

Rissing.

Japanese girls do not kiss each other,
nor do parents ever kiss or embrace
their children. They bow, kneel, smile,
and utter polite phrases with downecas:
or averted eyes and bent heads, and are
content with this sort of conventional
expression of affection.

A lobster's skin when shedding splits
down the back and comes off in two
equal parts. The tail slips out of the
shell like a finger out of a glove

Our idea of something awful would
be to become a great musiciap with
{ long bair, and then get bald

«aUKETS OR NO JACKRETS
This Is Not a Fashion Article, hut Is
Interesting to Womank ind.,
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Origin of * Brother Jonathan.™
When Was < e eing
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3 rev A
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Lus A noe & ot t
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consult Brother Jonathan

The term Ya e is st 1
portion; but “Brother Jonathan 18
now become a designation of the w
country, as John Bull has for Eng

No ldea of Mu-ic.
Colonel Burr, of Virgia

mighty fox-hunter, and loved the sj

owned a fine

bevond words. He
of hounds, 1
tl

ought of

L8, and the

entertaining 3

as. whose ideas of hu

involved the use of
s¢ell a 1o
difficy
forth one morning
some friends to a meet, &
patiently fou we hounds

I'resent

had never

been with

with t

take the sc
upon their list
ty canine volces | A
onel's eyes gleamed, and, as
his feet in tl

arm toward the yelping pack
eried: “Major, list to that
musie!™ The pricked
ears for a second or two, and thel
plied: *1 hear a thing T'h
dogs are making such a noise.” he

colonel put his spur savagely into his

his
heavenly

ma jor

can’t

horse's side and dashed away, leay

ing his guest to his own devices

For Advertising Purposes,
Experiments bave lateiy !
in Switzerland with a view to pu g

the beautiful lakes of that country to

mve lately

some practical account

Hitherto these waters have
mired merely because of their
but

men

beauty, now some ent

business have devised a s

by which they may be made useh
advertising purposes
The plan is to paint the
the advertisement in big wh
on a black background
When sunk
bottom of the lake, the advertisement
i=s ]N".'fl"".l._\ legible, the
light
bringing the wor
It is announced that hitherto the ex
periments that have

successful

Iy held

and secure
v Hen

on !i:l_\.‘!.',l;_' through Wwa

ds near the s

been dave
been very

Eyes,
Artificlal eyes were first made
Egypt Ihey
and subsequently of copper and
Hundreds of
teenth century, when the)y made
in Europe, porcelain was the substance
used, and the maker usually stamped

his address on the white of the eye

were of gild and silver,
ivory.
years later, in the six-

were

Raln falls in the Andes about ouce In

seven years,

In |
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farmer once experience the

and he will not go back to

1d and ruts for winter,

dust

Al

for summer

his “district™ be su
road-making r
this the deal
15 srous and able
n throughout the cour

wagh he should deci

with a better

the

1

ng assisted in doing a noble

even the

1

Llessed

can en)

I s

hav I work
whereby all humanity is benefirted —

Machinery

An Odd Fish,

re careful of its young

The male fish
in its mouth and keeps
s natural side pockets, where

han fish generally are,
takes the eggs
in b
they are regularly hatched, and remain
By

the brood

them

until able to shift for themselves
arrangement

is comparatively

this mmgenious
guanded against its

1l enemies; it is easily fed,
t it is a puzzle how

ng eaten alive.

the little ones
escape be

An Underground City.

There is an underground ecity in Ce
tral Asia to have been built
helors hie r era, as etligies
scriptions and designs -

e T sd back ” .
e e e . & i
o sed of long « lors, s -

' o .- 2 r 1SS i

dings. s W - W
e and 1 e s\ t )
of t s and squares, and « r

lica < evident that the inhab

& a 1 wi | \ ad arriv.
ed at a high deg . : ’ :

The Bible,

An old custom still observed in many
households is opening the Rible after
breakfast on New Year's Day The
Holy Book is laid unopened on the ta-

ind those whe wish to consult it

en it in succession at random and
perfect silence. The inquirer places

a finger on any verse contained in the
two open pages, but without ses ng its
contents, The verse is then read aloud.

and from it the assembly draw their
conclusions or guidance for the
vear.

coming

Nutmegs.
Nutmegs in old times in England were
i".:r_\

and ornamented

nsed as a perfume wWere set in
silver, with pearl and

precious stones, and bhung from a lady's

belt like a

modern scent bottle

I'here
in Sardinia, the object of which no one,
from Aristotle down, has ever been able
to determine,

are over 4,000 ancient towers

-
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